
Africans might be more credible i f  it included 
even a trace of candor about their own countries, 
many of which are police states in systematic 
violation of the human rights their delegates so 
fervently revere upon arrival in New York. 

In addition to the African instances cited, Rus- 
sia, China, Indonesia, Haiti, the U.S. in Vietnam, 
and a dozen others are all guilty of atrocities far 
greater than anything imputed to South Africa. 
Yet they, together with Uganda and Chad, sit in 
the Assembly seats of the respectable and, over 
cocktails in the delegates lounge, deplore the 
iniquities of those they have cast out. The hypoc- 
risy of South Africa’s judges does not make 
apartheid look any better. I t  deserves to be con- 
demned even by murderers. But murderers 
should exercise more caution, not to mention 
modesty, in drawing up criteria for exclusion 
from the club. 

Unlike the black sandbox of yesteryear, the 
General Assembly poses not even the semblance 
of a threat to American power and policy. We 
have in the past criticized Henry Kissinger and 
the current Administration for their patent indif- 
ference to Third World countries in general and 
the United Nations in particular. Mr. Kissinger’s 
approach seems to be that the little kids should 
not be permitted to interfere with the big boys’ 
games. This assembly witnessed the little kids 
trying to get back at one big boy ,in particular. 
That he was promptly abandoned by his usual 
teammates says something, although nothing 
very new, about the place of principle in inter- 
national life. More ominous is the prospect that 
the U.S. will feel confirmed in its suspicion that 
the presence of the U.N. is a burden to be borne 
with patience and a modicum of humor but not 
to be confused with the real business of nations. 

Lamentable as all this is, it-need not be irre- 
versible. The United Nations continues to be 
important for sundry international projects, for 
occasional peacekeeping missions, for a unique- 
ly global dialogue among nations and leaders, 
and for symbolizing the hope of a more just and 
secure world order. The crucial component in all 
these tasks is moral credibility; it is as elusive 
and fragile as it is crucial. On that score the 
General Assembly can continue to discredit the 
U.N. as it it has in recent months. No doubt the 
Arabs can fund the frolics for the foreseeable 
future. One hopes, however, for the emergence 
of a leadership that sees the General Assembly 
as something more than a noisy sandbox of 
limited nuisance value in support of a highly 
selective morality. A world parliament it may 
never be, but a reasonably fair and representa- 
tive forum should not be out of the question. 

RJN 

Amnesty International 

Luncheon at the Harvard Club. The host is Am- 
nesty International . and the principal speaker 
is Hortencia Bussi de Allende, widow of the late 
President of Chile. The principal topic is death, 
imprisonment, and torture. 

Many of the charges Mrs. Allende brought 
a6ainst the United States are now depressingly 
familiar to most people, and U.S. complicity in 
the overthrow of Allende is offici,ally acknowl- 
edged-whatever disputes continue about the ex- 
tent of U.S. influence. Less familiar is the charge 
she brought against the present Chilean regime 
of imprisonment with torture. Of the many in- 
stances of which she could speak with knowl- 
edge Mrs. Allende chose someone close to her 
own heart. 

“To the long list of assassinations, including 
Jose Toha, General Bachelet, General Prats, and 
thousands of Chileans we must now add the ar- 
rest of my sister-in-law Laura Allende Gossens, 
youngest sister of President Allende, who is suf- 
fering from an advanced case of cancer. She 
has been Deputy for the Socialist Party for four 
terms, and member of the Central Committee. 
She is accused of having close links with the 
MIR and of being a terrorist. She is a political 
woman who enjoys great popularity in Chile due 
to her commitment to the people, not only be- 
cause she is the sister of the assassinated Presi- 
dent, but because today she is a symbol of the 
resistance in Chile. We ask for her immediate 
release, we appeal to the efficient efforts of 
Amnesty International so that she will not be 
tortured and her life will be saved.” 
’ Laura Allende is, of course, a special case, 
bearing as she does a politically resonant name. 
And there are a number of special cases around 
the world-special because the people are well 
known, not because they always receive special 
treatment. They frequently receive the same pun- 
ishment, including torture, as the much larger 
group for whose welfare Amnesty International 
is specifically concerned. For the special cases 
are the visible tip of a large iceberg that grows 
in size. Sean McBride, Chairman of the’lnterna- 
tional Executive Committee of the organization, 
touched on some of the more grisly aspects of 
his work when he addressed a conference on 
torture about one year ago: 

There is no doubt that the practice of torture 
has been on the increase in recent years. 
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There is no doubt that its use has been more 
widespread. There is no doubt that it is prac- 
ticed with tbe direct or implied permission of 
a large number of governments, many of w h o d  
consider themselves civilized. There is no 
doubt that, like a contagious disease, it 
spreads from one country to another, and, in 
many cases, is deliberately imported by the 
armed services of one country and taught to 
the services of another country. Brutality 
evokes more brutality and violence by those 
against whom it is used. Hence the,continued 
escalation in the brutality which engulfs the 
world. 

We have become almost accustomed-almost 
numbed-to. hearing of recurrent crises and viola- 
tions of body and spirit. Agd when there seems 
little that we can do, when avenues. of action 
seem to be closed off, the frequent result is de- 
pression, real or protective indifference, or lassi- 
tude. But to accept the increasing use of torture 
as an accepted institution of the state-and it is 
just that in dozens of countries around the world 
-is to capitulate utterly. Something must be 
done, something can be done, and Amnesty In- 
ternational is one. institution that is doing much 
of that something.. 

Amnesty International needs, of course, all the 
support it can get. It has offices in various parts 
of the world. Those who wish additional informa- 
tion in the United States can write to Amnesty 
International, 200 West 72nd Street, Room 64, 
New York, N.Y. 10023. 

JF 

Guar a n t eed An n u a I I n co m’e- Ag ai n 

There is little agreement on how the blame 
should be distributed for the defeat of the guar- 
anteed annual Income proposal the first time it 
came around. A fair amount of blame should be 
reserved for Richard Nixon and for aides who so 
ineptly managed the. proposal’s course through 
Congress. At the same time there is doubtless 
merit in the charge that the proposal was don 
in by supporters who wanted more and ende 
up playing into the hands of a social work estab- 
lishm’ent that wanted none. 

Now it appears the Administration will be sub- 
mitting the idea again, this time in the form of 
a negative income tax, There is an urgent need 

z 

to establish an economic floor of decency to re- 
place existing welfare programs. Those with a 
vested interes! in present programs can be 
counted on to fight the new proposal all the way. 
One hopes lhat this time they will not be able 
to count on the help of those who support the 
proposal. The churches in particular will be given 
another chance to exercise a political astuteness 
commensurate with their commitment to eco- 
nomic rights for all Americans: 

RJN 

EXCURSUS VI 
Up Volunteerism 

As the world seems to grow increasingly totali- 
tarian-whether through political structures or 
because of the complex technological society 
which is emerging-the individual with a sense of 
self is increasingly aware of shrinking options. 

One of the glories of humankind’has been the 
exercise of free will through a developed intelli- 
gence. Of course, free choice depends on a free 

, and nurturing environment. We believe that a 
democratic socjety provides such a culture. When 
one doesn’t exercise this freedom of choice, the 
ability to act creatively and responsibly atro- 
phies-and so then does democracy. People be- 
come’ drones. Members of a herd. Brainwashed 
robots. 

Recently, leaders of the National Organization 
.for Women (NOW) passed a resolution opposing 
“volunteerism” because it was said to maintain 
women’s dependence on their husbands. Women, 
the resolution maintained, should be paid for 
their work; otherwise they place. themselves in 
competition with wage-earners (New York Times, 
June 6, 1974). 

Before developing this joint theme of free 
choice and voluntarism, let’s examine some com- 
mon assumptions about women, for example, the 
assumption that women are an oppressed minor- 
ity and. need liberation. The truth is that women 
are in the numerical majority throughout the , 

world. And I am not prepared to accept the “op- 
pressed” label unless we can carefully define 
which culture and society we are talking about. 
Furthermore, even in a culture where women are. 
treated differently from men, it does not neces- 
sarily mean that they are not equal. 

I do agree that even in the United States dis- 
crimination and prejudice, exist against women 
in education, in employment, in ownership of 
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