
There is no doubt that its use has been more 
widespread. There is no doubt that it is prac- 
ticed with tbe direct or implied permission of 
a large number of governments, many of w h o d  
consider themselves civilized. There is no 
doubt that, like a contagious disease, it 
spreads from one country to another, and, in 
many cases, is deliberately imported by the 
armed services of one country and taught to 
the services of another country. Brutality 
evokes more brutality and violence by those 
against whom it is used. Hence the,continued 
escalation in the brutality which engulfs the 
world. 

We have become almost accustomed-almost 
numbed-to. hearing of recurrent crises and viola- 
tions of body and spirit. Agd when there seems 
little that we can do, when avenues. of action 
seem to be closed off, the frequent result is de- 
pression, real or protective indifference, or lassi- 
tude. But to accept the increasing use of torture 
as an accepted institution of the state-and it is 
just that in dozens of countries around the world 
-is to capitulate utterly. Something must be 
done, something can be done, and Amnesty In- 
ternational is one. institution that is doing much 
of that something.. 

Amnesty International needs, of course, all the 
support it can get. It has offices in various parts 
of the world. Those who wish additional informa- 
tion in the United States can write to Amnesty 
International, 200 West 72nd Street, Room 64, 
New York, N.Y. 10023. 
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Guar a n t eed An n u a I I n co m’e- Ag ai n 

There is little agreement on how the blame 
should be distributed for the defeat of the guar- 
anteed annual Income proposal the first time it 
came around. A fair amount of blame should be 
reserved for Richard Nixon and for aides who so 
ineptly managed the. proposal’s course through 
Congress. At the same time there is doubtless 
merit in the charge that the proposal was don 
in by supporters who wanted more and ende 
up playing into the hands of a social work estab- 
lishm’ent that wanted none. 

Now it appears the Administration will be sub- 
mitting the idea again, this time in the form of 
a negative income tax, There is an urgent need 
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to establish an economic floor of decency to re- 
place existing welfare programs. Those with a 
vested interes! in present programs can be 
counted on to fight the new proposal all the way. 
One hopes lhat this time they will not be able 
to count on the help of those who support the 
proposal. The churches in particular will be given 
another chance to exercise a political astuteness 
commensurate with their commitment to eco- 
nomic rights for all Americans: 
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EXCURSUS VI 
Up Volunteerism 

As the world seems to grow increasingly totali- 
tarian-whether through political structures or 
because of the complex technological society 
which is emerging-the individual with a sense of 
self is increasingly aware of shrinking options. 

One of the glories of humankind’has been the 
exercise of free will through a developed intelli- 
gence. Of course, free choice depends on a free 

, and nurturing environment. We believe that a 
democratic socjety provides such a culture. When 
one doesn’t exercise this freedom of choice, the 
ability to act creatively and responsibly atro- 
phies-and so then does democracy. People be- 
come’ drones. Members of a herd. Brainwashed 
robots. 

Recently, leaders of the National Organization 
.for Women (NOW) passed a resolution opposing 
“volunteerism” because it was said to maintain 
women’s dependence on their husbands. Women, 
the resolution maintained, should be paid for 
their work; otherwise they place. themselves in 
competition with wage-earners (New York Times, 
June 6, 1974). 

Before developing this joint theme of free 
choice and voluntarism, let’s examine some com- 
mon assumptions about women, for example, the 
assumption that women are an oppressed minor- 
ity and. need liberation. The truth is that women 
are in the numerical majority throughout the , 

world. And I am not prepared to accept the “op- 
pressed” label unless we can carefully define 
which culture and society we are talking about. 
Furthermore, even in a culture where women are. 
treated differently from men, it does not neces- 
sarily mean that they are not equal. 

I do agree that even in the United States dis- 
crimination and prejudice, exist against women 
in education, in employment, in ownership of 
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