
EXCURSUS I 

Tom Cornell on 
The Peace People of Northern Ireland 

The shipbuilding industry is one of the largest in 
Belfast and one of the major enterprises of the 
United Kingdom. The Titanic was built there. Two of 
the largest cranes in the world stand over the dry 
docks, with the manufacturer’s name boldly printed, 
KRUPP. The shipyard employs twelve thousand 
workers, two hundred of them Catholic. It operates 
at a loss and is heavily subsidized by the British 
Parliament. 

There you have much of the story, at least some of 
the major elements involved in the tragedy of Ireland 
today. Two-thirds of Northern Ireland’s million and a 
half citizens are Protestants. They have lived in 
Ireland as long as whites have lived in North 
America. Although “planted” there by imper‘alists 
for nefarious purposes, their right to their cduntry 
and to be called Irish is secure. 

The Catholic minority in the Province suffers 
severely disproportionate unemployment, exclusion 
from prestige and power positions, and the bitter 
consciousness of bigotry. The Unionist Protestants 

. (wishing to maintain union with the U.K.) fear ab- 
sorption into a united Ireland in which they wopld be 
“submerged,” as they put it. The 5 per cent Protes- 
tant minority in the Republic, however, accounts for 
24 per cent of the senior executive positions in Eire’s 
industry. It is too seldom noted that a dispropor- 
tionaie number of Irish revolutionary leaders were 
Protestants. 

Let me be frank to admit my Republican sym- 
pathies, if they have not already been detected. Yet I 
know that peace in Ireland will require forgiveness 
for real injuries, on both sides, and the relinquish- 
ment of tribal romanticism. I know that unity, when it 
comes about, will probably take a different shape 
than anything yet on the drawing boards. 

The current “troubles” date back to 1967 and the 
emergence of the Civil Rights movement. Violence 
erupted in 1969 in acts of repression. As a result of 
mass street demonstrations by Catholics and their 
sympathizers, a scheme for parliamentary power- 
sharing was devised in London. A general strike led 
by Orange extremists to prevent implementation of 
the plan proved far more effective than anyone 
expected, and the Stormont parliament was dis- 
solved in 1974. Administration of the Province was 
taken over directly by Westminster. The British 
Army enforces the law, along with the Royal Ulster 
Constabulary. The presence of the British Army is a 
complicating factor, but few reasonable people wish 
to see it removed without a well-planned schedule. It 
is only one of several armies in the North, the one 
that keeps the others somewhat apart. 

Only a few short months ago there emerged a new 

I 

peace movement. In August of this year three young 
children-one an infant in a pram-were mowed 
down with their mother by a car driven by an IRA 
gunman who had just been shot through the head by 
a British soldier. The children died. Their funeral was 
delayed so their mother’s might take place at the 
same time. Miraculously the mother was saved. Her 
sister, Mairead Corrigan, shaken to her roots by this 
senseless slaughter, joined Betty Williams in or- 
ganizing people in the,working-class ghettoes, Pro- 
testant and Catholic, to petition and to protest 
against violence. 

Mass rallies followed in major cities in Ireland and 
the U.K. under the organizational direction of “The 
Peace People.” Their organization is informal, 
barely capable of keeping up with the burgeoning 
support that has all but overwhelmed them. In the 
few weeks they have been in the public eye Betty 
Williams and Mairead Corrigan’ have traveled the 
capitals of Europe and beyond in search of support 
for their cause. A People’s Nobel Peace Prize sub- 
scribed to by ordinary Norwegiarrs has afforded 
them more than $250,000 for a community project 
yet to be determined. Ciaran McKeown quit his job 
as a journalist on a daily and offered assistance. He 
has since emerged as one of a triad; he is both the 
movement’s director and its theoretician. They 
asked for an American presence at the culminating 
rally on December 5 at Drogheda, Eire, on the 
Boyne. So in a month’s time, David Bowman, S.J., 
director of the National Council of Churches Ireland 
Program, organized a week’s tour for 107 people to 
join the rally. 

“All we are saying is give peace a chance.” “We 
shall overcome.” A crowd estimated at from thirteen 
to twenty thousand gathered in the Sitter cold and 
fog, one segment south of the new Peace Bridge 
over the River Boyne, another north of the bridge. As 
we converged symbolically to mingle and embrace, 
the fog lifted. Protestants from the working-class 
ghettoes of Belfast and Londonderry, Catholics from 
their Northern ghettoes, Catholics and Protestants 
from the Republic, singing the same peace songs, 
often tearfully, embraced. Leaders of the major 
religious groupings were on the platform, and Joan 
Baez (pronounced Baze over there) led the singing. 
Speeches were mercifully few and short. Our U.S. 
and Canadian group had been exposed for a week 
to exhortations by religious figures, but more mov- 
ingly by working-class Irish of both communities, 
each one of whom had been touched directly in his 
or her families by murder. Their message was 
simple. They asked us to do what we could to stop 
the flow of money from the U.S., supposedly meant 
for relief, but actually to supply arms to the Provi- 
sional IRA. Ciaran McKeown outlined the new 
phase of the peace movement. 

The major rallies are over. It is clear that “the 
violent men” are a small percentage of either side, 
perhaps 5 per cent. They do not speak for the 
working poor, or the unemployed, Protestant or 
Catholic. Now it is for the movement to find ways of 

27 



building from the grass roots up new communities of 
trust and mutual dependency. McKeown’s vision is 
,of a perfect society. Why not aim high? The odds are 
against him. Whatever the development of this 
movement, surely its effects already include new 
hope for Ireland’s suffering people. There is a 
chance. People know it. 

But I’had to wonder if even Ciaran McKeown 
knows what a high price peace will demand. The 
intransigence of the Orangemen that brought down 
Stormont and power-sharing is not dissipated. 
Neither is the upper classes’ fear of “submersion” 
by the Republic, nor the Protestant working poors; 
fear of losing prefeiential treatment in hiring, nor the 
IRA romanticism harking back to the Easter re- 
bellion .... Peace will not be secured until it has a 
material basis, that is sure. 

But there are also signs of hopeful change. The 
Republic is part of the European Economic Commu- 
nity. Hatred of England is slowly dissipating, largely 
because of economic interdependency. (The Re- 
public could not, for example, duplicate the U.K.’s 
welfare system, and Northern Catholics are not 
clamoring for a united Ireland without their welfare 
benefits.) At the same time, the economic disparities 
between the North and the South are evening out, 
and Irishmen of all factions are beginning to see that 
they need each other if they are to compete within 
the EEC. A material basis is necessary, but spiri! is 
required to animate a social order. The Irishihave 
that. The Peace People have made it new. 

Tom Cornell is Director of lntemational Affairs at the 
Fellowship of Reconciliation, Nyack, N. Y. 

EXCURSUS n 
James Finn 
Short Takes on the Election 

As I write, Jimmy Carter is still Presidentbelect, not 
yet President of these United States. But he has 
already begun to dominate the news as power seeps 
from the Ford Administration, returning even Henry 
Kissinger to life-sized proportions. Before the shift is 
completed and the brief Ford Administration fades 
rapidly into memory, some reflections on the cam- 
paign, the performance of the principal actors, and 
those that polled, reported, and opined. 

Carter and the Media 
“If you can’t join them, beat them.” This reversal 

of the usual ,realistic slogan became the working 
rubric of the Carter team almost by necessity. 
“Jimmy who?” was not part of the establishment- 
neither the ruling Republicans nor the aspiring 
Democrats. Most of his opponents in the primaries 

were politically domiciled in Washington and-once 
past the primaries-the major opponent would be a 
relatively colorless, unelected incumbent who as- 
sumed office under the inauspicious cloud of Water- 
gate. Ergo: an anti-Washington strategy. A cam- 
paign whose key words would be trust, integrity, 
leadership, love, and reconciliation. 

There were dangers in this strategy, both for 
Carter and those covering the campaign. Carter did 
not escape entirely, but he came off better than most 
of the political commentators. 

At one point in the campaign Jody’Powell com- 
plained: “The national news media have absolutely 
no interest in issues at all,” that the reporters only 
asked about issues if they thought they could trick 
him into a “crazy statement.” An exaggeration, of 
course, but there was some truth there to exagger- 
ate. The Playboy incident remains the outstanding 
example. Carter departed from his usual mode of 
public discourse imprudently, the press pumped his 
few comments about adultery into bloated pap and 
then lectured most of us for not preferring more 
substantial fare. . 

Serious questions concerning U.S. foreign policy, 
our own ‘economy, energy policies, nuclear 
capabilities sand projections, and the race in con- 
ventional arms were seldom addressed. Admittedly, 
the candidates did not usually elaborate these in 
their addresses, but there were position papers that 
could have served as the basis for probing questions 
and analysis. And Cacer did, for example, speak 
directly to the issue of nuclear proliferation when he 
addressed the United Nations. Since it is going to be 
an immediate item on the agenda of the Carter 
Administration, it would have been worth pursuing. If 
the campaign itself did not sufficiently inform the 
citizenry of this country, it is partly because the 
press, with some honorable exceptions, put on a 
sorry performance. 

The Polls and the Voters 
Having assured the country that the voters were 

apathetic (and finding reasons for that apathy), the 
pollsters predicted a very low turnout at the voting 
booths. Compared to a number of other democratic 
countries, the turnout was low. But it was signifi- 
cantly higher than the predictions. (And we’ll have to 
revise some of those reasons for the alleged apathy, 
disinterest, cynicism, etc.) 

Tom Wicker and S.I. Hayakawa 
Q. What do these men-one a talented liberal 

columnist for the New York Times and the other a 
conservative academic, newly elected to the Senate 
from California-what do these two men have in 
common? 

A. Both men are confused about politics, about‘ 
how to relate, for example, the issue of abortion to 
the political order. Hayakawa, who is in favor of 
sending U.S. troops to South Africa, is intent on 
reducing the role of the State in domestic matters. 
On abortion he is quoted as saying that it’s not the 
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