
EXCURSUS I 
The End of a Promise 

American Report, the newspaper of Clergy and 
Laity Concerned, has finally folded after four 
years of uncertain but lively publication. CALC, 
which was formed in 1965 and became the largest 
religious peace organization, and perhaps the 
largest peace organization, in the country, con- 
tinues. According to its spirited director, Don 
Luce, CALC’s goals now focus on ending the In- 
dochina war, getting universal amnesty for war 
resisters,,. promoting conversion to peacetime 
economy, and, more particularly, stopping the 
production of the B-1 bomber. 

American Report began in 1970 as a “Review 
of Religion and American Power.” The important 
purpose implicit in the subtitle was, unfortunate- 
ly, seldom realized in its pages. After little more 
than a year, religion was relegated to the periph- 
ery, and American power in.all its forms was re- 
viewed with unrelieved animus. Having cut itself 
off from those readers who had a more nuanced 
view of American power, the paper was left with 
a dwindling audience of refugees from the rad- 
icalisms of the sixties. 

While its failure of imagination in relating to 
a changing world is unfortunate, that failure 
should not obscure the very real contributions of 
American Report. It was a foil for more reflective 
journalism, but i t  was much more than. t-hat. A 
dedicated staff persisted in articulating an im- 
passioned outrage about US. crimes, especially 
in Indochina, long after indignation had gone out 
of fashion and most people had accepted the lie 
that the Indochina war is over. Most important. 
American Report did, as it claimed, offer informa- 
tion about U.S. actions abroad that was often ig- 
nored by “more responsible” publications. Not 
so incidentally, it gave space and substance to a 
small, group of writers and researchers whose 
expertise we will continue to need in the years 
ahead. 

When, probably a long time from now, the de- 
finitive history. is written of the peace movement 
of the last ten years, a better assessment of 
American Report might be possible. Now we can 
only express regret that i t  will no longer have the 
chance to be the “Review of Religion and Ameri- 
can Power” that it sometimes showed promise 
of becoming. 

RJN 

EXCURSUS XI 
Mylai and Calley: The Questions Remain 

There is a gruesome propriety to the fact that 
the most famous American soldier to emerge 
from the Vietnam war is William L. Calley, Jr. 
The only man convicted of the war crimes asso- 
ciated with Mylai but now free on paroie, Calley 
says ‘that he wishes to “sink into anonymity.” 
And Army Secretary Howard H. Callaway an- 
nounced simultanedhly with the release of por- 
tions of the Pentagon report on the Mylai cover- 
up that “a dark chapter in the Army’s history” 
had to come to an end. Not quite. Not yet. 

What happens to Calley and how we assess 
the treatment he is accorded has obvious bear- 
ing on other apparently unrelated matters: the 
trial of Spiro Agnew, the pardon of Richard 
Nixon, the amnesty acco:acd or not accorded 
to the Vietnam war resistei;. for a few examples. 

Mr. Calley’s conviction was overturned last 
September, but the Army is appealing that re- 
versal. Both the Army and Calley’s lawyers say 
they intend to take the case to the Supreme 
Court i f  they lose at the appellate lev$ We may 
hear more about the case. 

Secretary Callaway said of Mylai, and all that 
came to be associated with it: “It is an incident 
from which the Army has learned a great deal.” 
Before that “dark chapter” can be closed it 
would be well-indeed, i t  is essential-that some 
responsible spokesman for the Army spell out 
specifically and in detail what that great deal 
is. To say that the task is essential is not to 
suggest that i t  is easy. It is not, for it poses ques- 
tions that will be posed by other military ventures 
of the U.S.; questions that individual soldiers, 
their officers, political leaders, and the American 
people will answer now-or once again fight over 
in the confused, bitter, and often ugly fashion 
they did when the massacre of Mylai was re- 
vealed. 

Some facts: In March, 1971, after the longest 
war crimes trial in the history of American mili- 
tary justice, Lieutenant Calley was found guilty 
of killing at least twenty-two South Vietnamese 
civilians and sentenced to life imprisonment. The 
conviction met wide public disapproval, over 79 
per cent of the people interviewed declaring it 
unfair. Governor George Wallace said that if he 
were President he would pardon Calley; Senator 
Abraham Ribicoff said Calley should not be made 
to “bear sole responsibility for all wrongdoing”; 
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Representative Don Fuqua introduced a resolu- 
tion calling for an invitation to Calley to address 
the full Congress: the commander-in-chief of 
Veterans of Foreign Wars criticized the whole 
system of military-justice that led to the convic- 
tion; Eugene McCarthy said the investigation 
should not end with Calley. And President Nixon 
made the storm over Calley even stormier when 
he had his domestic advisor, John D. Ehrlichman, 
say that he would personally review the case. 

Preceding the conviction of Calley the Army, 
after prodding from outside, set up an investiga-> 
tive committee under Lieutenant General William 
R. Peek  to see why a previous investigation had 
revealed so little. It is this report, conducted with 
thoroughness and diligence under the admirable 
leadership of Peers, that has only recently been 
released. It documents charges that at every 
command level within the division to which Cal- 
ley was attached information concerning the 
massacre was suppressed, distorted, diluted. 
Some of the people acquitted or never brought 
to trial were accomplices in the crime for which 
Calley was tried and convicted. Both the massa- 
cre at Mylai and the initial Army investigation- 
which was, in fact, a cover-up-reveal a series of 
abysmal, ugly acts by those involved. And there 
were many. 

What questions remain unanswered at this 
time? The most important concern what one can 
expect of a soldier in combat, and of his com- 
manding officers. According both to traditional 
theories of justifiable combat and rules of land 
warfare taught by the Army, there are certain 
things a soldier cannot morally and legally do. 
Such acts include the deliberate, premeditated 
killing of unarmed civilians. This is what Calley 
was accused of doing. Nevertheless, many Amer- 
icans, including influential leaders, spoke as i f  
such acts were justifiable, as i f  once into a war, 
anything goes. If this latter position is correct. 
the trial of Calley was, of course, a farce. And 
we should forget about just war theories, throw 
away the rules of land warfare, and stop all the 
high-sounding rhetoric. We should forget also 
about applying the law with nice discrimination 
to those who opted not to fight in Calley's war. 

If, however, Mylai is legally and morally ab- 
horrent, if it makes sense to set limitations on 
killing even in the context of war, i f  the United 
States and the United States Army are serious 
about the laws they promulgate and claim to fol- 
low, then there is an enormous task which re- 
mains unfulfilled. The soldier must be taught that 
there are such restraints on his actions, that he 
can appeal to them, that he is subject to trial if 
he disregards them. The commanding officer 
must be informed that there are such restraints 
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and that he is responsible for acknowledging 
them, for seeing that they are observed, and for 
reporting their violation. The public must be 
taught that such restraints exist and that respon- 
sibility runs through the entire Army. The public 
must believe that, conforming with the degree 
of responsibility, punishment will be applied with 
a degree of equity. 

Were all this to be done, there would still be 
aberrations in the system of justice, but at least 
there would be a system of justice. 

No ,one speaking for the Army has made a 
public case that persuades us that such a system 
exists or will soon exist. Or even that strong 
efforts are being made to bring it into being. 
Until that occurs the "dark chapter" that Secre- 
tary Callaway referred to is not yet closed, nor 
is the spirit of Mylai laid to rest. 

JF 
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EXCURSUS 111 
Foundations and Freedom 

Many foundations are in deep trouble. The Ford 
Foundation's much publicized announcement of 
drastic cuts in its grants highlights only one of 
the more spectacular examples. The problem is 
.general and is, of course, related to the state of 
the economy. In a time when millions of Ameri- 
cans face the bleak prospect of unemployment 
i t  is not our purpose to arouse sympathy for the 
poor foundations. It is not sympathy but enlight- 
ened self-interest that should move Americans to 
take a close look at some current developments 
involving the country's private foundations. 

Foundations, especially the very large ones, 
have never lacked for enemies. There is a species 
of politician that is profoundly suspicious of any 
power not exercised by politicians. Safely en- 
sconced in their Washington offices, such poli- 
ticians fulminate democratic rhetoric about mak- 
ing power "accountable to the people." By this 
they u.sually mean that power should be account- 
able to themselves. In such circles there has long 
been a desire'to cut private foundations down a 
notch or two, i f  not to eliminate them altogether. 
In times of economic trouble, such as the present, 
the desire takes on the proportions of irresistible 
passion. 

The political air is filled with talk about tax 
reform, and tax reform is indeed past due. But 
heady talk about "closing tax loopholes" and the 
such can create a climate !hat invites an all-out 

5 


