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A global peace research institute intended to promote fresh 
initiatives in arms control negotiations is to be established 
shortly in Canada-apparently one of the very few tangible 
results of the series of peace initiatives undertaken by Pierre 
Elliott Trudeau before his retirement as Canadian prime 
minister. Plans for the institute were first discussed by the 
Canadian Parliament in 1983, while Trudeau was engaged 
in his globe-trotting campaign to seek support for his "nu- 
clear suffocation" proposals, then before the United Nations, 
and other measures to reduce East-West tensions. (The 
Albert Einstein Peace Prize Foundation of Washington has 
named Trudeau its 1984 peace laureate.) At the same time, 
Australia has announced its intention to establish a peace 
research institute that focuses primarily on conflicts endan- 
gering the Southern Hemisphere. 

Both institutes will collaborate with the United Nations 
Institute for Disarmament Research in Geneva, an organ- 
ization concerned with global nuclear armament and pro- 
liferation as well as with such matters as security, confidence- 
building, and arms control. They will also work with a study 
program of the United Nations University (UNU) that pro- 
motes the collaboration of universities around the world in 
exploring such problems as the relationship between mili- 
tarization and development. 

Planners of the Canadian center have considered various 

models for their institute, including that of the International 
Institute for Strategic Studies (IISS) in London and the 
Stockholm International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI). 
They have decided to create a center that will set the high 
standards-and attain the statur-f these two. It will pro- 
ject Canada's unique experience as an independent and 
sophistica!ed small power wedged geographically between 
the United States and the Soviet Union and enjoying firm 
ties with countries that are themselves divided by economic 
and political interests. 

The new Institute for International Peace and Security 
will gather, collate, and digest the enormous amount of 
information now available on arms control issues as well as 
coordinate and assist work under way at Canada's univer- 
sities and cooperate in the studies of institutions abroad. It 
will draw upon the global community of scholars to develop 
domestic expertise in matters related to international peace 
and security and will foster, fund, and conduct fresh re- 
search, encouraging public discussion by sponsoring sem- 
inars and conferences and publishing discussion papers, 
reports, and books. And it will seek out and promote po- 
tentially helpful new ideas for arms control-regardless of 
their source. The center will have a modest initial budget of 
$1.5 million for the present financial year, rising to $5 million 
by 1988-89. Although its funds will be provided by Canada's 
Departments of External Affairs and National Defence, its. 
freedom from government interference will be provided by 
an act of Parliament and defended by an independent board 
of directors. 

Thomas Land writes from Europe on global affairs. 
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