
EXCURSUS 1 

Thomas Rosenberger on 
SEEKING TRUTH IN NICARAGUA 

This February I was in Managua, Nicaragua, visiting a 
hospital for lepers. While there I was invited by an 
ecumenical center, Cenlro Antonio Valdivieso, to join an 
ec u m en i cal human rig t i  I s  com rn i ss i on i nveslig a t i na 
allegations that the Sandinista government was violating 
lhe human rights of the Miskito Indians. 

On Thursday, February 18, our commission (ten Protes- 
tant and Catholic clergy, two members of the Nicaraguan 
Human Righls Commission, and two Italian journalists) 
visiled Sasha, a relocation center near Ihe mining town of 
La Rosita in the Department of Zclaya on the Atlantic coast 
of Nicaragua. Upon our arrival we were greeted by song, 
laughter, and unexpecled hospitality. We saw a medical 
clinic (twenly-four-hour emergency service); a food 
warehouse with about a two-month supply of food; tempo- 
rary dormitories framed in wood and covered wilh heavy- 

- duly plastic; a volleyball court; seesaws; ovens, in which 
bread is baked daily; and a cafeteria, where we had a sub- 
stantial lunch of beans, rice. meat, salad, bananas, and 
fruit juice. 

Make no mistake, the relocation was difficult and ex- 
hausting for these people. ‘They had to leave the land of 
their ancestors; lheir homes were burned and their animals 
destroyed to prevent lheir use by the counterrevolulion- 
aries; they endured a long and tiring march, arriving in 
totally new surroundings. Dcspile all this, however, one of 
the leaders explained that the Miskitos have never trusted 

any government-Somoza or Sandinista-but that as a re- 
sult of the way lhey had been lreated during .Ihe relocalion, 
lhey now had respect and trust for the Sandinisla govern- 
ment and army. 

Personally, I found the Miskito people friendly and easy 
to talk to. They do not like being provided for. and conse- 
quently are anxious lo receive title to lhe farm land pro- 
mised lo them by the government. The adulls I spoke wilh 
understood why they had been moved out of the war zone 
near Ihe Honduran border and were hopeful of a good life 
in Sasha. The children appeared well adjusted and con- 
tented in their new surroundings. 

On my relurn to lhe United Stales I was amazed at the 
testimony given on February 26 by Mr. Elliott Abrams. 
sgcretary of human rights,’and Mr. Stedman Fagoth Muller, 
an official of the Miskito tribe, before the Senate Appropria- 
tions Subcommillee on Foreign Opcralions. Mr. Mullcr re- 
ferred to the relocalion center Ihal I had just visited BS a 
“concenlration camp.” In Ihe same context. I rnust also 
refer lo Secrelary of Stale Haig’s now infamous photograph 
alleging atrocities against Miskito Indians. later identified 
as a 1978 photograph of Red Cross workers burning 
casualties during the Nicaraguan civil war. 

As an American citizen I am alarmed lhal Ihe United 
Stales Senate, the House of Representativcs, and the 
American people are not recciving any clear prool and ob- 
jeciive testimony from llie Reagan administratiori regard- 
ing these very scrious allegations against the Nicaraguan 
Government. It is my hope that further hearirigs will be held 
on lhis matler and that B grealcr cffo:t will be niadc to un- 
cover the truth. 
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