
toward confrontation. But in the nuclear era, five years 
lived is five years gained. With more experience, our joint 
learning curve may improve, and enlightened self-interest 
may help us to prolong periods of cooperation. 

Walter C. Clemens. Jr., is Professor of Political Science at 
Boston University and Senior Visiting Scholar at The Cen- 
ter for International and Strategic Affairs, UCLA. 

Daniel B. Drooz on 
BAY OF PIGS REDUX? 

The mass exodus of Cubans was itself proof of what 
Cuban exile organizations had been waiting twenty years 
to hear: that all over the island there is discontent with the 
way the country is being run by Fidel Castro. The exiles 
brought specific complaints of shortages-coffee, basic 
foodstuffs, even cigars following two years of blight-and 
also the news that random acts of antigovernment sabo- 
tage were becoming commonplace. In fact, they reported, 
because these acts were committed by individuals rather 
than groups, the perpetrators were eluding the Security 
Policy. Organized anti-Castro groups on the island sent 
word to the Cuban terrorists of Omega-7 and the Cuban 
Nationalist Movement to cease their fitful assassinations 
and .bombings in New York and Latin America; they are 
needed on the island. 

Gustavo Marin, a former comrade of Castro’s from the 
Sierra Madre days of the Revolution, now heads Abdala, 
one of the groups that haven’t stopped working in Cuba. 
Marin claims to have four hundred active agents in 
Havana Province alone, and many others scattered 
throughout the island. Abdala also claims to have been 
publishing an underground paper in Cuba for somewhat 
more than a year. Still, Marin himself is not sure there is 
sufficient popular resistance to overthrow Castro. “We 
don’t have armies of the night in Cuba yet,” he said, but 
added: “We can create a certain amount of chaos.” 

Cuban exiles acknowledge that the mass exodus, while 
allowing resistance forces to infiltrate agents on the 
island, also allowed Castro’s intelligence (DGI) to infiltrate 
anti-Castro groups. But they hint darkly that quite a few of 
the “Latin Americans” who met their death in the drug 
wars conducted by the Miami police were actually DGI 
agents. 

According to Cuban embassy officials in the US. and 
Fidel Castro in his New Year’s address, Cuban efforts to 
penetrate the exile organizations have reached an all-time 
high. The FBI in both the New York metropolitan area 
(home for the largest community of Cubans outside of 
Florida) and Miami confirm that “DGI has been working 
overtime for the past year.” 

In.February, 1980. the Miami Herald reported, the head 
of a group favoring accommodation with Cuba suddenly 
handed to reporters a list of three hundred suspected DGI 
agents in the United States. The man who blew their cover 
had been commended by Castro for his help In improving 
US-Cuban relations only a short while before. The FBI 
was appalled by the list. complaining it upset their whole 
surveillance of DGI In the US. The U.S. State Department 
called the list nonsense. The Dade County, Florida, police 
said that preliminary analysis showed the list to be at least 
60 per cent accurate. 
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In the summer of 1980, at the height of the Cuban exo- 
dus, newly landed exiles related that anti-Castro leaflets 
had actually appeared in closed Cuban military zones. 
They also described an active black market in which sol- 
diers who stole weapons traded them to dissidents for 
consumer goods. It was obvious to the exiles that young 
officers in the Cuban armed forces have become the 
prime target for anti-Castro recruiters. (More than half of 
Cuba’s population is under twenty-five years of age.) 

Cuba’s adventures in Africa-wheIe. at one time, 
45,000 men were serving in Angola and Ethiopia-have 
helped to foster anti-Castro feelings in the military. A new 
refugee who had served in Angola noted: “When I 
returned from Africa, I realized I would have served my 
family better i f  I had been killed in action. Then they would 
have received better housing, more ration coupons and 
penefits. That realization made me decide to leave.” 
’ In the last six months the US.’ State Department has 
conceded grudgingly that anti-Castro activity is on the 
increase. “When our State Department becomes aware of 
popular discontent, it’s usually because they tripped over 
it,” commented a former colonel in Military Intelligence. 
“You remember how alert they were in Iran...?” 

According to Defense Intelligence Agency sources, the 
train stations In Havana and Santiago de Cuba have been 
bombed in the past year. Police stations in major cities 
have been attacked by incendiaries-sometimes more 
than once. And a school for Cuba’s elite was attacked 
during the holidays last summer. 

The State Department considers this round of dissident 
action “manageable by the local authorities.” Some intel- 
ligence ‘sources are not so sure. They speculate that 
besides Cuba’s own intelligence-gathering and communi- 
cations operators, the Soviet Brigade of three thousand 
men may have been imported by Defense Minister Raoul 
Castro as a “sort of Praetorian Guard”-“the Castro 
brothers may suspect antigovernment groups are having 
some degree of success recruiting young Cuban officers 
into their ranks.” 

Fidei Castro mentioned during his twelve-hour New 
Year’s address at the Second Party Congress that Cuba is 
considering reopening the floodgates to release another 
tide of exiles. Exile sources estimate there might well be 
between one and three million to take him up on such an 
offer. Castro also noted that he knew that exiles in Florida 
were planning another invasion of the island, supported 
by Latin American and Caribtiean states. The U.S. State 
Department reaction to the charge was “nonsense.” 

A generation after the Bay of Pigs disaster Cuban exiles 
in Florida and several Latin American countries are 
indeed preparing for another attempt to overthrow the 
Castro regime. The Senate Intelligence Overslght Com- 
mittee has approved the operation which, just as the one 
nineteen years ago, is being supervised by the CIA. This 
time, though, the invasion forces have the backing of 
Caribbean littoral nations that are fed up with Castro’s 
meddling in their affairs. According to Sergeant Paul 
Janowksi of the Dade County Police antiterrorlsm squad, 
the Cubans-fathers, sons, and daughters-are prepar- 
ing at some fifteen to seventeen bases in the Florida Ever- 
glades. 

The CIA denies any connection with the Cubans. But a 
member of the Senate Intelligence Oversight Committee 
admitted otherwise, and a congressional consultant on 
intelligence noted simply: “The Company and Latin Amer- 
ican intelligence organizations are all part of the current 
effort. The game is being played once again.” 

Daniel 8. Drooz is a freelance journalist. 


