
assistants carry out the daily work at offices in New York. 
Its activities include: - The collection and verification of reports of abuse. The 
Committee maintains a network of contactewith other hu- 
man rights groups, with foreign correspondents of U.S. pub- 
lications, with local and exiled journalists, and with unions, 
governments, and academic specialists. 

a The issuance of protests directly to heads of state and 
embassies and the organization of campaigns to pressure 
offending governments once reports have been confirmed. 
Other human rights and journalist groups in the U.S. and 
abroad are provided with information about such cases and 
joint actions are mapped. Occasionally, the U.S. media are 
supplied with pertinent data and urged to publicize the abuses 
uncovered. The Committee also contacts appropriate State 
Department and congressional off ices to solicit assistance 
and information. 

These campaigns, undertaken with such groups as Am- 
nesty International, the Newspaper Guild, and International 
PEN, sometimes bear fruit. Among the journalists freed dur- 
ing the past year were lrshad Rao, editor of a banned Pak- 
istani weekly, imprisoned for two-and-a-half years for 
"creating unrest among the masses and disaffection towards 
the armed forces"; two Salvadoran employees of the now- 
closed daily €1 lndependiente who were jailed for two years; 
Joe Thloloe of the Sowetan of South Africa who was sen- 
tenced to two-and-a-half years for possession of a "banned" 
book; and Vladimir Danchev, a Radio Moscow newscaster 
who was held in a psychiatric hospital for six months for 
criticizing the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan. The Commit- 
tee also joined in a successful campaign to reopen Chile's 
only independent radio news service, Radio Cooperative, 
after its silencing by the government during anti-Pinochet 
protests in May, 1983, as well as to release from jail several 
journalists of the Filipino opposition newspaper We Forum. 

The formation of delegations of prominent journalists 
to investigate conditions in countries where abuses have 
been alleged and warrant closer inspection. Following such 
trips, in-depth reports based on interviews with reporters, 
editors, publishers, human rights activists, government of- 
ficials, and diplomats are produced, offering reliable and up- 
to-date information on the state of press freedom therein. 
In the past two years, delegations have traveled to El Sal- 
vador, Guatemala, Kenya, Nicaragua, South Africa, Uru- 
guay (in association with PEN), and Zimbabwe. This year 
the Committee will send groups to Turkey, the Philippines, 
and Honduras-places in which press-government relations 
are now in ferment. 

While professionals frequently form organizations to pro- 
tect their own interests, in the case of the press "there's an 
even more compelling reason," says Barbara Koeppel, the 
Committee's executive director. 

"When the press is blocked from placing critical infor- 
mation in the public realm or debating key issues, when 
publications are confiscated, censored, bombed, or stuffed 
with only that news the authorities want printed, when re- 
porters and editors are brutalized, then the possibility of 
achieving political, social, and economic justice is almost 
nil." 

Jim Hershberg, an intern at the Committee to Protect Jour- 
nalists and a freelance writer, attends the School of Inter- 
national and Public Affairs at Columbia University. 

EXCURSUS 3 

Thomas Land on 
CLOSING THE IVORY TRADE 

Belgium's national airline, Sabena, has acknowledged de- 
feat in an embarrassing international confrontation over its 
profitable trade in illegal African ivory-a trade exposed by 
the World Wildlife Fund (WWF). According to WWF esti- 
mates, Sabena has carried at least three hundred tons of 
ivory from Burundi to Belgium over the past ten years, rep- 
resenting the death of 25,000 elephants-a protected spe- 
cies-at the hands of poachers. Recently, however, Belgium 
became the eighty-second country to ratify the Convention 
on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES). 

The move was timed to coincide with European Com- 
munity legislation that would oblige Belgium to observe the 
same regulations as those of CITES, regardless of national 
ratification. Nevertheless, the ratification has been jubilantly 
hailed as a success by CITES supporters. 

In a recent open letter to Sabena's president, Carlos van 
Rafelghem, WWF Director-General Charles de Hass de- 
clared that "Although it is well known that only one elephant 
exists in Burundi, most of this ivory was exported with cus- 
toms documents certifying Burundian origin. It is also well 
known that the true origin of the tusks was Zaire and Tan- 
zania, entering Burundi in violation of the laws of 'those 
CITES-member countries." 

"Such ivory," continued de Hass, "is 'laundered' in bonded 
warehouses in Belgium and passed on to buyers with spu- 
rious certificates of legal origin or mixed in with legal ship- 
ments." 

Sabena first responded to the charges with embarrassed 
silence: but very senior company executives, talking unof- 
ficially to trusted correspondents, were at pains to distance 
themselves from the company's ivory policy, indicating that 
it would soon be fundamentally altered-to the shared relief 
of managers and staff. They argued, too, that Sabena was 
required by its charter to carry any freight accompanied by 
apparently faultless documentation. They acknowledged that 
Hong Kong, one of the main users of ivory, had refused to 
purchase tusks from Burundi; but they insisted that there 
was nothing that they could do as a carrier so long as papers 
were in order-unless the Belgian Government intervened. 
This they had asked it to do. 

Although Belgium was one of the first signatories of the 
agreement ten years ago, it delayed final ratification and, 
thus, enforcement, enjoying an annual wildlife trade esti- 
mated at $30 million. All this has changed now. Sabena's 
president has stated publicly that the CITES provisions now 
apply to Belgium and that the airline would "completely ab- 
stain from any transport of ivory that is not duly justified by 
the terms of the convention." 

Naturally, the WWF is delighted. Said one spokesman: 
"Poaching of elephants in Africa remains a serious problem 
in many countries, but the traffic will dry up when transport 
to the markets outside Africa is denied. Sabena's action 
closes one more trade route." 

Thomas Land writes from Europe on global affairs. 
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