
poisoned relations between southern Catholics and northern 
Protestants, may not be issues at all. You can almost count 
on it. 

Gerry Fitzgerald is a Washington-based writer with a long- 
standing interest in Ireland and in Church-State relations. 

Thomas Land on 
CHINAS NEW HARVEST 

China has attained self-sufficiency in cereal production for 
the first time in its modern history-an immense achieve- 
ment for a nation of a billion people that has known severe 
hunger for many years. Such success is a source of hope 
during this year of agricultural disasters, when drought and 
famine ravage so many countries in the developing world. 

For many years China imported some ten million tons of 
grain annually from Canada, Australia, and the United States; 
and the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization 
(FAO) in Rome feared that its continued demands for food 
imports could become a serious international problem in an 
increasingly hungry world. China's present food prosperity 
results from a long-term policy of heavy international in- 
vestment in agricultural innovation, backed by sweeping 
social reforms. 

But self-sufficiency has been attained sooner than ex- 
pected thanks to favorable weather conditions that have led 
to a succession of plentiful harvests. As a result, China has 
now dropped plans for the construction of several grain- 
unloading berths intended to serve the import trade. The 
country has already emerged as a significant exporter of 
maize to Japan and South Korea-competing against the 
traditional North American suppliers of those markets-and 
has set out to upgrade the port of Tianjin to speed the flow 
of exports. 

These may well be only the first signs of a long-term trend 
affecting the global pattern of commerce, promising im- 
proved food security around the hungry belt of the planet. 
Indeed, the change is heralded in a new $2 billion financing 
protocol signed by the Bank of China and the Canadian 
Export Development Corporation to provide for an expand- 
ing class of Chinese imports, such as space-communication 

earth stations, devoted to the needs of agriculture. 
Less than a tenth of China's immense land area of 980 

million hectares is arable, yet agriculture provides a third of 
the country's gross domestic product. Production is domi- 
nated by foodgrains-some 65 per cent of the total farm 
yield. 

During the past five years China has invested in its ag- 
ricultural industries almost $570 million raised abroad in hard 
foreign exchange. More than half the monoy has como from 
global development finance institutions and tho rost from 
Westem countries. Much of the money has been used to 
finance almost a hundred joint ventures involving foreign 
specialists in land reclamation and tho introduction of mod- 
ern farm technology. 

China's innovative farm "rosponsibility systom" has 
meanwhile set the countryside on a new course. Collsctivo 
teams are now allowed to contract out land-to households 
primarily, but also to individuals and groups-resulting in 
greater food production, a wider range of cash crops, arid 
even some "wealthy" peasants. The new agricultural policy 
aims at creating a direct link between remuneration and 
production for the first time in modern China. Bonusos aro 
now paid for exceeding agreed production targets, and pen- 
alties are imposed to discourage shortfalls. Ovor tho past 
four years, rural incomes have risen an average of 12 per 
cent. 

A discussion' paper just published by the U.N.'s Intor- 
national Labor Organization concludes that theso ctrangos 
do not appear to herald a return to private farming. Land 
continues to be owned publicly, and its sale is not permitted. 
Nor is any element of proprietary or inheritance rights impliod 
in the contracting system. 

Nevertheless, the Chinese tiavo proved ideal cirstoriiers 
for capitalist institutions. In May. 1983, for examplo, China 
reached an agreement with the World Bankon an $00 inillion 
loan for the reclamation of 200,000 hectares of wastelarid 
in Helilongjiang province, a potentially fertile grain-growing 
area. The work began last June, and the FAO says 65,000 
hectares of land have been brought under cultivation al- 
ready. 

Using Western specialists, the Benjing Agricultml Insti- 
tute has imported remote-sensing technology and ostab- 
lished a center to train technicians. The space-ago technology 
is now being used in a dozen Chinese provinces niid ail- 
tonomous regions to survey agricultural resoiircos, estirnnto 
crop yiolds, and forecast soil erosicn, plant disensss, nilcl 
insect pests. 

Thomas Land writes from Europe on global offairs. 
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