
nearly a hundred pages long. He clearly lacked an under- 
standing of the love of formalism that characterizes the ruling 
Latinate minority and explains so impossibly burdensome 
a document. Worse, he did not see that the autocthonous 
majority has its own Weltanschauung and finds "constitu- 
tionalism" largely irrelevant. ( I  once sat across the table Iron? 
a leader of APRA, the party that won the p!esidency in April. 
When I asked if a coup would topple Belaunde, he chilled 
me by'answering. "that is what we are now deciding.") 

Under the circumstances, it is tempting to ask: What, 
exactly, do we know? But that is the wrong question. The 
better one is: How should we know? Unlike English, Spanish 
(and man) other languages) allows for two ways of know- 
ing-saber and conocer-study from the outside and tan- 
gible, participatory, personal acquaintance from the inside. 
We in the United States are strong on the first, but our 
weakness On the second causes us to mediate our view of 
reality-usuaily without meaning to or even knowing that 
we are doing so. 

How easy to assume, for example, that Peruvians "seek 
after continental models." But they deny it, and recent history 
bears them out. How much easier still to describe them as 
desirous of becoming "principal actors in the Latin American 
drama." But they do not care to be First Worldly-wise. and 
most Peruvian intellectuals avoid geopolitical prominence. 
They rely on indigenous social institutions. which they do 
not see as weak at all. If an artist as attentive and home- 
grown as the novelist Mario Vargas Llosa can feel "absurd 
and unreal" in his own country, lhen certainly we should 
exercise both humility and caution when making and ap- 
plying assumptions. Garcia Marques said it best in his Nobel 
address: "The interpretation of reality through patterns not 
our own serves only to make us every more unknown. ever 
less free, ever more solitary." 

This exactly applies to reality in Peru, which is less Third 
World than it is downright otherworldly. Peruvians recall that 
the Inca empire at the height of its power ruled an area that 
would have stretched from Gibraltar to Jerusalem. Modern 
Peru includes three distinct regions that are comparable to 
the Himalayas. the Sahara. and the Congo-each with a 
culture and idiom of its own. Many of our categories and 
units of measurement (for example. the length of an admin- 
istration or two) simply do not fit. The Peruvian perspective 
is long. almost Oriental. Even Lima. avatar of Spanish co- 
lonialism in the New World. recently celebrated its four hun- 
dredth anniversary. This can confound the impatient. Bolivar 
himself could not win over the Peruvians-despised them. 
in fact. Peruvian solitude is more than a hundred years old, 
and even though the world is in Peru, Peru is not-yet- 
in the world. 

The new government. led by thirty-five-year-old Alan Gar- 
cia, is bound to continue many of Belaunde's policies, es- 
pecially decentralizalion of the economy: Although the 
population of Greater Lima has more than doubled within 
the last twenty years, still fully half the land area contains 
less than 10 per cent of the total population. But mostly it 
will seek to accomplish what Belaunde outliped in his speech 
to the United Nations General Assembly last September: 
the diminution of "economic imperialism," on the one hand. 
and the elimination of Sondero Luminoso (the rural terrorists 
who are, in fact. largely. urban, middle-class, and universily- 
educated), on the other. The Indians. moslly serranos who 
participated vigorously in the election and now have in power 
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their preferred indigenous party, deserve no less. (Even in 
the New York tri-state area, 75 per cent of the 10,500 eligible 
Peruvian voters cast an absentee ballot.) 

What should our posture be? We might begin by not 
interpreting Peruvian politics according to our own notions 
of Left and Right. After all. Vargas Llosa tells us that the 
Right seems to consist of those who real/y believe in a free 
press. free elections, and political pluralism and that most 
of the Left-even the minuscule anti-democratic Left---will 
have nothing to do with Moscow. We should also pay hoed 
to Jeane Kirkpatrick, who insists that poor but promising 
democracies should not pay high interest rates on old dubts 
"in order to maintain the profit levels of international banks." 
Finally, we should seek to nurture in evwy way Peru's in- 
herent friendliness and pro-Western disposition. To that end, 
we can begin by reminding ourselves that courtesy matters 
greatly to most of the rest of the world and also by reinein- 
bering that symbolism counts. "When I ran for the presiticmcy 
the first time, twcnty-five years ago," Belaundo told me in 
1981, " I  arrived in the provinces on the back of a jacltnss." 
Shortly after leaving office, this embodiment of the habit of 
Peruvian democracy, so shabbily treated by the White t-louso 
last September, ought to be invited to Washington and 
greeted by a red carpet. 

James Como, a member of the Speech Ueparfrrierit ;it York 
College, CUNY. is a sometime rcsidcrrt of P r w .  

EXCURSUS 3 
Virginia Bouvier on 
PROSPECTS FOR URUGUAY 

Julio 0. Sanguinetti's election to the Uruguayan presidency 
in November, 1984, reversed the international isolalion that 
Uruguay had experienced under its twelve-year-old military 
government. One hundred twenty foreign dignitaries, in- 
cluding U.S. Secretary of State George Shiiltz and rcpre- 
sentatives of seventy-two other countries. went lo Uruguay 
for Sanguinetti's March 1 inauguration. 

Human rights, the military, and social and ccotwtiiic prob- 
lems head up Sanguinetti's agenda of pressing coiiccrns. 
A consensus among Uruguayans on these major issilos 
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and international support for Uruguay's foreign debt and 
trade are essential to the stability of the democratization 
process. 

Shortly after his inauguration, Sanguinetti lifted the pro- 
scriptions on banned organizations, including the Com- 
munist party, the major labor confederation (CNT). a 
Uruguayan human rights organization (SERPAJ), and the 
Uruguayan university students' union (FEUU)-all groups 
that had suffered severe repression under the military gov- 
ernment. 

One week later, the Uruguayan Congress reached agree- 
merit on a general and unrestricted amnesty for political 
prisoners. Under this compromise, the government freed 
the 270 remaining political prisoners, including those ac- 
cused of vioient terrorist acts, whose cases will be reviewed 
by civilian courts. 

The military were not covered by the amnesty law. The 
Uruguayan military and politicians agreed that civilian courts. 
rather than the government, would have jurisdiction over 
cases in which military personnel were charged with humari 
rights violations under de facto rule. Sanguinetti also prom: 
ised a gradual reduction of the military budget and of the 
Armed Forces, which currently number about sixty Ihou- 
sand, including police and military-the highest ratio of mil- 
itary to civilians in all of Latin America. 

The economic picture looks grim. Uruguay's GNP dropped 
15 per cent in the last three years. and the country owes 
the foreign banks over $5 billion, or five years' worth of 
exports at the current rate. Interest on the debt equals ap- 
proximately 40 per cent of Uruguay's 1983 export earnings. 

Inflation is currently running at 70 per cent and unem- 
ployment is at least 15 per cent. Some ten thousand public 
employees, including three thousand teachers, were fired 
or blacklisted for political reasons. These destituidos are 
demanding reinstctement in their jobs and some form of 
compensation. Tens of thousands of exiles are also seeking 
reintegration into Uruguayan society. A cut in military forces 
will add further lo the ranks of the unemployed. 

The civilians' capacity to address the economic and social 
disaster left by the military may well determine the future of 
Uruguayan democracy. Shortly before Sanguinetti's inau- 
guration, representatives of the !our political parties in the 
new Congress proposed an economic plan that called for 
the rejection of the neoliberal economic model, an increase 
in exports and the real wages of Uruguayan workers, and 
the retention of public subsidies. Sanguinetti's ability to im- 
plement such recommendations depends heavily on agree- 
ments he can make with the International Monetary Fund, 
which tends to favor unpopular stabilization measures. 

Labor has already called nurnerous strikes to demand a 
restoration of purchasing power. which was halved in the 
past decade. As domestic groups become better at artic- 
ulating their needs and demands, Sanguinetti will find it  
difficult. if not impossible, to impose austerity conditions. 

With the recuperation of a civilian-elected government. 
Uruguay has reestablished its long tradition of defending 
the principles of nonintervention and self-determination and 
may play a vocal role in this hemisphere. Nine Uruguayan 
youth organizations from all the major political parties and 
social organizations wrote the following in a joint letier to 
the U.S. Congress: -The premeditated and systematic attack 
that your country is directing against Nicaragua offends the 
democratic conscience of all of Latin America. and as Uru- 
guayan youth. in the midst of recuperating our democracy, 
we wish to reiterate the right of self-determination of the 
Nicaraguan people to construct their own destiny of liberty 
and justice without interference." 

Commented U.S. Representative Robert Torricelli (DNJ) 
after observing the recent Uruguayan elections: "Any Amer- 
ican who comes to Uruguay thinking he has something to 
teach these people about democracy will find he has a lot 
to learn." 

Virginia Bouvier is an Associate of the Washington Office 
on Latin America (WOLA). TtJis article first appeared in the 
March April issue of Latin America Update, a WOLA pub- 
/iCRtIOlJ. 
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