
the divinity of Jesus?" can ,draw the same affirmative 
answer from a Southern Baptia! and a free-thinker. 

But, trumpets This World's'summer issue and a news 
release about the survey, the seminary professors are 
"liberal," even "leftist," when it comes to political ques- 
lions. 

EXCURSUS 1 

Charles Austin on 
SEMINARY PROFESSORS AND POLITICS 

I can't remember ever asking my seminary professors 
where they stood politically. Politics were important in the 
late 1960s of course, and we did know which professors 
would ease up on the classwork so we could poll-watch or 
demonstrate. We also knew who did not approve of our 
antiwar activism, our civil disobedience, or our tenuous 
efforts at rearranging the world order. But it was dogmatics, 
history, and hermeneutics, as welt as ping-pong in the 
coffee shop, that took up our time. We could work up a 
sweat over pietism or liturgical renewal. but we kept cool in 
our elementary discussions of international economics. 

Perhaps seminarians today are diff erenl, but I reminisce 
in order to ask the question, Is the political orientation of 
seminary professors important? It seems important to the 
people at This World. a new journal of religion and public 
affairs, who had the Roper Center at the University of Con- 
necticut conduct an extensive survey of the political at- 
titudes of seminary professors. Part of the funding came 
through the American Enterprise Institute, channeled 
through the Institute for Educational Affairs, both listed as 
publishers of This World. For $60,000 the Roper Center 
sent out two thousand questionnaires and tabulated the 
1,112 responses from professors at Roman Catholic 
schools and all types of Protestant institutions. 

Doctrinally. the seminary profs came out to the right of 
the public in general. Ovenvhelmingly they believe in 
Jesus, the authority (but not the inerrancy) of the Bible, and 
the necessity of Christian missions. On matters of personal 
morality they are more conservative than the general 
public. No surprises there. allhough questions about 
doctrine that are phrased in Ihe simplest form are almost 
certain to elicit "conservative" replies. "Do you believe in 

What the results show is that seminary profs are as polit- 
ically liberal as their academic colleagues in other fields. 
Most voted for Democrats in the last three presidential 
elections and. although there was no question aimed at 
determining how politically active a professor might be, 
most lean toward the Democratic party. 

Asked to rate themselves politically, most said they 
were "moderate" or "somewhat left" of center, and 27 per 
cent said they were "somewhat conservative'' or "very 
conservative." 

When asked "Is the Bible a blueprint for an ideal social 
system7" 77 per cent said no. 

Could a Christian be a Marxist? Thirty-six per cent of the 
whole sample said yes; of the Roman Catholic respond- 
ents, 31 per cent said Marxism was compatible with 
Christianity. Ninety-eight per cent of the entire group said a 
Christian could be a democratic socialist. 

Asked about "laissez-faire capitalism," 81 per cent of 
the whole sample and 46 per cent of the Roman Catholics 
responding said that such an economic view was accept- 
able for Christians. 

Fifty-seven per cent believe the United States is a force 
for good in the world; 25 per cent believe the U.S. is a 
"neutral" moral force in the world. That leaves 18 per cent 
who believe we are messing up the planet. 

Nearly three-quarlers say mullinational corporations are 
harmful, and about the same number say we arc not treat- 
ing the Third World properly. 

Most feel we spend ,100 much on the military: but the 
group is almost evenly split on the morality of nuclear 
weapons. About half the respondents said that morality de- 
pends upon the circumstances. 

In an article commenting on these results. Michael 
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/ 'Yti a tiutshell, I'd like the committee 'L GiiK7 

to get off my back!" 
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