
jobs, and 9,500 potential jobs for women disappear.) 
The assembled participants heard a plea from panelists 

Patt Derian, who headed the State Department office on 
human rights and humanitarian affairs under Presidenl 
Carter, Perdita Huston, a prominent writer about women 
and development. and Lester Brown of the Worldwatch In- 
stitute that the new emphasis on the nuclear threat not be 
divorced from continuing concern for human rights, prob- 
lems of food and hunger, and Third World development. 
Dr. Helen Caldicott, president of Physicians for Social 
Responsibility. addressed the conference too. She is 
sometimes considered too emotional to be credible, she 
revealed. But as a pediatrician who specializes in cystic 
f i b ros i s4  disease that claims the lives of the children it 
at tackcshe feels emotions are exactly what are called for 
in the face of a threat not only to our lives but to our immor- 
tality. "When parents show no emotion when they are told 
the news that their child has cystic fibrosis, I have them see 
a psychiatrist. They are not normal." 

The possibility of verifying arms control agreements 
was a major point of contention at the conference. Partici- 
pants were cautioned several times that the Soviets, by 
supplying their surrogates in Indochina with chemical 
weapons and by using them themselves in Afghanistan, 
had demonstrated they could not be trusted on arms 
agreements. Dr. Vera Kistiakowsky, professor of physics at 
MIT. responded from the floor at one point: "DO not simply 
accept what you are being told. The evidence is still under 
debate by people outside the administration. Look at the 
issue for yourselves." And look at the issues those in atten- 
dance most assuredly did, as sharp and continual ques- 
tioning from the floor and around the edges demonstrated. 

Although she was not on the program, one of the most 
sought-out women at the conference was Mayor Eleanor 
Kesim of Elkhart, Indiana, and chair of that state's Demo- 
cratic Mayor's Conference. Kesim. the daughter of New 
Testament scholar Clarence Jordan, who founded the in- 
terracial Koinonia farm near Plains. Georgia, denied that 
she was different from other mayors she knew. As the most 
visible person at the local level, "mayors catch the grief 
from actions taken at tho national level. If our children are 
hungry, i f  our elderly are losing their housing, i f  our in- 
frastructure is decaying, we begin to see the absurdity of 
spending on weapons systems." 

The participants were supplied with press releases to 
offer their local media and will be receiving conference 
documents in edited form. A sophisticated slide show that 
captures key moments of the conference will be available 
soon as an aid for local organizing. Regional conferences 
on national security are being planned, and there will be a 
"second annual women's leadership conference" next 
year. Its likely focus is U.S.-Soviet relations, a request that 
emerged strongly from the 1982 conference. 

Leon Howell, a freelance writer based in Washington, is 
author most recently of Acting in Faith: The World Council 
of Churches Since 1975. 
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Cynthia McClintock on 
THE DOMINICAN ELECTIONS 

In the article in Commentary magazine that brought Jeane 
Kirkpatrick to the attention of Ronald Reagan, the future 
U.S. ambassador to the United Nations argued that democ- 
racy in the Third World is largely a utopian vision. Her 
argument is accepted by many Americans, who are 
unaware of the number of Third World nations that have 
worked hard to establish democratic systems, even after 
years of authoritarian rule. How many in the United States 
know that during the Carter administration three Latin 
American nations-the Dominican Republic, Ecuador, and 
Peru-made a successful transition from authoritarian rule 
to democractically elected government? 

On May 16 of this year the Dominican Republic became 
the first of these three nations to hold a second open and 
honest election. The election was especially significant be- 
cause it testified so clearly to the nation's democratic will. 
To date, the Latin American countries that have suc- 
cessfully restored electoral processes after authoritarian 
rule, Venezuela and Colombia, did so in a period of eco- 
nomic growth. In the Dominican Republic, however, the 
economy has been hard hit by a number of events that the 
government is helpless to control: The plummeting price of 
sugar, the nation's main export; two hurricanes that cut 
agricultural production drastically; and the high cost of 
petroleum. 

Yet Dominicans were fervent in their desire to maintain 
the nation's fledgling democracy and demonstrated this 
commitment at every turn. The incumbent president. An- 
tonio Guzman, the two major party leaders, and most minor 
party leaders made a formal promise to honor thedectoral 
outcome. Although the major newspapers generally had 
clear partisan preferences, they too emphasized their 
desire for an honest and tranquil election. And, indeed, 
despite frequently long waits in rainy weather at the polls, 
voting prqcdeded in orderly fashion. 

Dominicans did not want to give conservative leaders 
and military officers a pretext for a coup; and such a coup, 
they feared, would gain United States support, since 
Salvador Jorge Blanco, the candidate of the mainstream of 
the Dominican Revolutionary party (PRD), was the likely 
victor at the polls. The PRD is affiliated with the Socialist In- 
ternational, and its secretary-general, Joke Francisco Pena 
Gomez, is one of the International's most dynamic Third 
World leaders. Yet this affiliation ought not be particularly 
worrisome to those who are on the lookout for signs of 
Communist influence on the island. Within the region the 
PRD has ties to Venezuela's Democratic Action party and 
not to Cuba, which was said to be supporting the 
Dominican Liberation party' and its aging leader, Juan 
Bosch. Nonetheless, few can forget the events of April, 
1965, when the U S ,  fearing Communist domination of 
the PRD, sent 23,000 troops to the Dominican Republic. 
Two thousand Dominicans were killed in the fighting. 

To a considerable degree the Dominicans were asked 
to choose between the promises of prosperity offered by 
the Reformist party's Joaquin Balaguer and the promises 
of human rights by the PRDs Jorge Blanco. On election 
day Balaguer marshalled 39 per cent of the vote to 47 per 
cent for Jorge Blanco. Bosch's party finished a distant third 
with about 10 per cent, and eleven other parties shared 
the remainder. 

Balaguer, who had ruled the country in traditional 



strongman fashion between 1966 and 1978. constantly re- 
minded Dominicans that they had been better off econom- 
ically during his tenure. He took his strongest stand 
"against hunger"; despite the fondness for the "macho 
,authority figure" often imputed to Latin Americans, he 
made no attempt to run on a promise of "strong leader- 
ship." In contrast, Jorge Blanco emphasized his commit- 
ment to a fully democratic political system. During the 
campaign he stressed that "the government belongs to all 
the Dominican people." and he criticized Balaguer for 
being "an isolated president. making decisions in secret." 
Jorge Blanco's professional experience as a lawyer who 
frequently defended political prisoners supported his cam- 
paign rhetoric. 

On socioeconomic issues, the PRD promised dedi- 
cated efforts at development from "a new generation" of 
highly skilled professionals, most in their thirties and for- 
ties. (The generation issue was another important one in 
the campaign: The vigor of Jorge Blanco. fifty-five, con- 
trasted sharply with the physical debility of the nearly blind 
Balaguer, seventy-five.) Jorge Blanco's young ' profes- 
sionals showed their skills in the campaign itself. The 
PRDs media campaign, orchestrated by publicist Jose 
Cabrera and by the Chamber of Deputies president. 
Hztuey de Camps, was unprecedenled in quality and 
quantity. Excellent use was made of polling data gathered 
by the New York firm of Penn and Schoen. During the last 
two weeks of the campaign, nightly radio and television 
broadcasts presented Jorge Blanco and the PRD's 
remarkably detailed program for numerous problem areas, 
including employment. tourism. youth. and women's rights. 
Specific pledges were made: a glass of milk at school for 
young children, the construction of 25,000 houses, proper- 
ty rights for women written into law. and the establishment 
of two new ministries, social welfare and culture. However, 
Jorge Blanco was careful to indicate that he could not 
fashion an economic miracle overnight and that success 
necessarily would depend upon external economic fac- 
tors. Those voting for the PRD whom I queried during the 
elections seemed to understand this and to regard 
Balaguer's promises as facile. 

What does the future hold for the PRD leaders and the 
Dominican Republic? Of course democratic systems often 
have failed in Latin America-but not as regularly as 
Kirkpatrick suggests, and not necessarily for the reasons 
she provides. Historically, the United States has opposed 
progressive, populist parties of the PRD variety. sometimes 
with arms. Now the United States Government is pledged 
to honor the PRD victory-a pledge that the opposition 
forces in the Dominican Republic appear to be upholding 
in the month between GuzmBn's death and the formal tran- 
sition of power on August 16. It is important that Americans 
know that democracy is alive within Latin America. 

Cynthia McClifltock was engaged in research in the 
Dominican Republic during the election period. She 
teaches political science at George Washington Univer- 
sity. 
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