
that have evolved mainly to meet subsistence needs and 
local exchange. The resulting intensification of agriculture, 
often using imported techniques which are inappropriate 
to tropical conditions, almost always leads to a vicious cy- 
cle of environmental deterioration and a lowering of pro- 
ductive capacity. 

"One of the most promising methods of sustaining high 
productivity while minimizing social and environmental 
damage is agro-forestry. which combines tree and field 
crops-and sometimes even livestock as well." 

Some leguminous trees grow as much as fifty feet a 
year, prevent soil erosion, and, in the case of one Latin 
American species, even provide a sap that can fuel a 
diesel engine. Their potential value to the ailing planet has 
been discovered only recently, and perhaps at the last mo- 
ment. For the real energy crisis affecting billions of people 
in the developing regions lies in the shortage of firewood, 
charcoal, crop residues, and animal dung: Up to nine- 
tenths of Africa's total energy consumption originates from 
such sources. 

According to the World Bank, a fivefold increase in the 
rate of forest planting is essential to offset the anticipated 
fuelwood consumption by the turn of the century; and a fif- 
teenfold increase is recommended for Africa. 

The leguminous tree Leucaena, which is used in the 
lbadan studies, could even offset the damage done by 
slash-and-burn farmers because it can grow back in only 
two years, as compared to ten years for most other species. 
Some of its more than a hundred varieties produce a 
dense, low foliage capable of arresting forest fires. They 
survive well in poor soils, prevent soil erosion, and pro- 
duce ten times the timber yield of temperate forests. 

Thomas Land writes from Europe on global affairs. 

EXCURSUS 4 
Samuel DuBois Cook on . 
ETHICS AND WORLD ORDER 

(The following is an excerpt from the opening remarks of a 
CRlA seminar on the North-South Dialogue held at Dillard 
University in New Orleans.) 

Indispensable to any world order is the perennial and pro- 
found relevance of ethical concerns to the complex and 
thorny international process. Ethics is inescapable in deal- 
ing with the hopes, experience, and achievements of 
human existence. Man is always a bearer and seeker of 
values even as he struggles for power, prestige. and priv- 
ilege. The will-to-power is rooted in the will-to-meaning. 
Ultimate political analysis entails ultimate ethical analysis. 
Rational and creative political decisions and public 
policies must be informed by ethical imperatives. 

Ethics is concerned with such cognate concepts as 
right and wrong, good and bad, helpful and harmful, just 
and unjust. It is concerned with creative tension between 
the "is" and the "ought," the real and the imagined, the 
promise and the fulfillment. There is something profoundly 
unique and creative about ethical ideals. They separate 
man from the beast and the life of civilization from the life of 
the jungle. To be truly human and civilized is to be pro- 
foundly touched, moved, guided, inspired, and trans- 
formed by ethical ideals. The heart of ethical con- 

sciousness is the search and cry tor something better-the 
divine and sacred search for ever higher aspirations and 
achievements. 

Ethics is the final norm and principle of socio-ethical 
criticism and construction. Thus, economics, politics, 
geography, military. geo-politics. technology. science, and 
even religion can offer provisional, tentative. fragmentary, 
and subordinate-but not final-norms or standards of 
evaluation. Such norms or standards do not carry their own 
credentials and are not, in the end, self-justifying. Per con- 
tra, they must receive their justification, validation, and 
verification in terms of a realm of meaning, values, and 
being beyond IhemselveGthe moral or ethical order and 
perspective. 

Unmistakably, ethical considerations are crucial in 
such matters as war and peace, wealth and poverty, the 
pacific settlement of disputes, diplomatic processes and 
immunity. the negotiation process, conciliation, adjudica- 
tion, territorial integrity, independence, colonialism, im- 
perialism, human rights, freedom, oppression, interna- 
tional order, justice, stability, and political terrorism. Do na- 
tions, for example, have a responsibility to promote human 
rights beyond their own frontiers? On what basis, terms, 
presuppositions, and ultimate commitments? Is compas- 
sion for human suffering a national as well as individual or 
personal responsibility? 

Let's face the bitter questions and angry truth. What are 
the obligations of the "have" nations to the "have not" na- 
tions? Why? How can nations make amends for the suffer- 
ing they have caused others and the injustices inflicted 
upon other human beings by previous generations? Are 
history and culture at heart redemptive as well as creative? 
Is national self-interest under the judgment. sanction. and 
condemnation of the universal ideal-the humanistic im- 
peratives and haunting commitments of the "ancient long- 
ings" of a common humanity? What, indeed, is the center 
of meaning and value in world Dolitics, the "family of na- 
tions," the international arena? 

A heightened ethical perspective is a dramatic and grim 
reminder that national self-interest cannot finally be made 
normative-that is, right and proper. To ascribe finality to 
the self-interest of nations is to court disaster and threaten 
our fragile civilization. It means world chaos, disunity. in- 
stability, war, and perpetual insecurity. It means to suc- 
cumb to the syndrome that "might makes right." It means 
to abandon the world, with all its creative and higher 
possibilities, to the children of darkness. 

National self-interest does not carry its own credentials. 
It is not self-justitying. It cannot be made normative. Na- 
tional self-interest must be subordinated to a greater good, 
a wider system of order and security. a deeper community 
of interests, a larger principle of meaning and fulfillment. 
The final norm must be the great humanistic vision of all 
mankind, the intrinsic worth, dignity, and beauty of every 
person, the universal human community. and world order. 
The good is not that which protects and promotes national 
self-interest. but. rather, national self-interest is protected 
and promoted by the common good of mankind, what Im- 
manuel Kant called the "commonwealth of humanity." 

In foreign policy. international affairs, and the search for 
a genuine world order, great humanistic visions and ethi- 
cal ideals, for all their complexity of application and in- 
terpretation, are, in the end, the only light we have shining 
in the tragic, starless nights. 

Samuel DuSois Cook, a CRlA Trustee, is President of 
Dillard University. 
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