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When Joseph L. Hromadka, the 
distinguished theologian of the 
Czech Reformed Church, de; 
fended the Soviet action in Hun- 
gary in 1958, he caused much 
anguish among his friends in the 
West. Many who earlier had re- 
spected the integrity of his efforts 
to reach some understanding be- 
tween Christianity and Commu- 
nism new feared he had sacrificed 
his last claim to independence. 
By apologizing for one of the 
great crimes of modem history, 
he seemed to have made an ulti- 
mate surrender to the powers of 
the Soviet world. 

Earlier in 1956, Professor 
Hromadka had delivered a series 
of lectures in the University of 
Toronto. These lectures, now pub- 
lished under the title Theology 
Between Yesterhy and Tontor- 
row, do not excuse this theolo- 
gian’s defense of the indefensible, 
but they explain, perhaps, what 
insights and principles, uncriti- 
cally applied, have trapped hfm in 
an impossible position. 

The basis of this position is 
paradoxical. This book makes 
clear that it is Hromadka’s con- 
cern for the independence of the 
Church which has made him an 
apologist for totalitarian regimes, 
that it is his thirsting after justice 
which has brought him to the de- 
fense of injustice. 

At the beginning of these lec- 
tures Professor Hromadka states 
convictions that provide the key to 
his @ought and, one supposes, to 
his present career: 

’We are standing amidst deep 
and *unprecedented changesin the 
very structure of human society 
. .I . Our work.in theology and 
the Church has been shaken to its 
very foundation . . . We may . . 
[pretend] that the turbulent up- 
heavals and revolutionary changes 
of the present humanity do not 
affect in any way the substance 
and function of theological work 
. . . And yet, it would be a fate- 
ful  illusion to establish a bar- 
rier between theology and the 
world and to presume that a real 
theologian can possibly protect 
himself from the noise, tensiops 
and peacelessness of f i g  world.” 

For Christians, the ”agonizing 
question of our time” is “what are 
we going to, offer to the new so- 
ciety?” And “the new ‘society,” this 
book takes for granted, is the 
Marxist society. 

“What is needed,” Hromadka 
writes, “is a sincere realization 
that-humanly speaking-the fu- 
ture of the Christian Church and 
theology depend on our courage 
to take the revolutionary changes 
ip the east of Europe and in Asia 
as an opp.ortunity to make a fresh 
beginning. . . [We must take] the 
present moment both as divine 
judgment and as a time of grace.” 

For a moment let. us ignore 
the application Professor Hro- 
madka makes of his insights. The 

insights themselves are, in many 
instances, profound. Christianity, 
as he insists, is not an ideology; ir 
transcends all ideologies. It is not 
committed to any one civilization; 
it s’peaks to every civilization and 
knows, essentially, neither time 
nor place. The passing of “Chris- . 
tendom” must not be unduly 
mourned because “Christendom” 
was in many ways a counterfeit 
thing. And the age that is being 
born is a revolutionary age in 
which the Church must‘ learn a 
new language to communicate its 
ancient truths. Theology-the 
Church-does stand perplexed ‘%e- 
tween yesterday and tomorrow.” 

But the irony of Hromadka’s 
specific recommendations for “the 
new age” is suggested in his brief 
Preface. Here he quotes the open- 
ing line of Christianity’s ageless 
hymn: “Vexilla regis prodeunt”- 
“The standards of the king go 
forth.” 

They do indeed go forth-into 
new places and ’new times. But if 
the*Word has any meaning for the 
&airs of.men, Christianity’s ban- 
ners are not abjectly dipped be- ’ 

fore the injustices of the world; 
they must not be carried in 
demonic crusades of the West or 
of‘the East. In his concem to res- 
cue the Church from too close an 
alliance with a “bourgeois” order 
that is passing, Professor Hro- 
madka would enslave it to a “new 
order” &at negqes both God. and 
man. Whatever may be the future 
of Christianity, it cannot be this. 

W.C. ’ 
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The brutal facta of Sovlet lnterventlon In the Hungarian 
uprlslng of 1958, as established In the report of a specially 
appolnted UN commlttee, are now avallrble In a paper- 
back condenratlon. 

Tho Rlsr of Kbrurbcbtv 
by Myron Rush. Publlc Affalrs Prerr. 116 pp. $3.25. 

Dr. Rush penetrater the obscurity of  Kremlln polltlcr by 
analyzlng the language 01 Party documents and spokes- 
men to flnd rlgnlflcant CIUCD t o  Khruchchev'r acqulrltlon 
o f  power. 

, 

. .  

Thsory and Wlstoryi An InttrprrtrHon of Sootal and coaomlo 

by Ludwlg von Mlsco. Yale Unlverolty Prero. 584 pp. $8.00. 

Varlour phllorophlcal and economlc systems are explored 
and related to hlstory I n  this study, a summatlon o f  the 
author'r thought In the area of  the eoclal rclencer. 

Evolutlon 4 

now Frontlsrr of Kaowltdgh 
Publlc Affalrr Prera  126 pp._s2.75, 

I n  a collectlon o f  erraye orlglnally prepared ar talks for 
broadcast by the Volce o f  Amerlca, lcadlng writers, 
rcholarr and publlc-ngurer express t h e l r  vlews on the 
outlook for a future world. 

t -  

Srwntg~ty: An Irqdty Idr !ba PdtIerl8rd 
by Bertrand de Jouvenel. Unlverr l ty o f  Chlcago PreU 8.20 
PP* $4-6a 

"The exploratory workings of 8 quertlnp rplrlt": thur the 
author descrlber the character of hlr latert  book, In whlch 
concepts of government and roc l r l  authorlty recelve the 
crcatlvs rcrut lny of 8 phlioiopher. 

TLr Story of tLr Aatrlarn W o g n  
by Ina Corlnne Brown. Frlendrhlp Prero. 212 pp. $2.76. 

A noted rnthropologlrt  contrlbuter a conclre hlstory of 
the Amerlcan Negro, f rom the early day8 of the slave 

' t rade t o  the cultural, roclal and economlc sltuatlon of 
'present-day Amerlca. 

Tbt AQlntli A PMBd Ptoplt 
by Robert A. Lyrtad. Rutgerr Unlverrlty Prern. 212 pp. 
$6.00. 

The complex culture of the Ashantt-one o f  the people8 
of the new rtate of Ghana-Is the rubJect of this thorough 
and timely study. The polltlcal lmpllcrt lonr of the new 
Ashantl Independence recelve rpeclal attentlon. 

$- 
lnaraadng tbr WOrltb of NrHonr 
by Albert Lauterbach. Public A f f a l n  Prerr. 40 pp. $1. 

A survey of the Issuer Involved In the economlc advance- 
ment of peoples, thlr pamphlet provldee the  baslr fo r  8 

knowledacable approach t o  8 world-wlde problem of In- 
creasing urgency. 
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