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bleday. 163’pp. $3.50. 

by Michael Harririgton 
Raymond Aron is an extremely 
provocative and brilliant French 
intellectual. In his own country, 
he is well known as a critical sup- 
porter of American policy, an in- 
cisive antagonist of Communist 
myths, and an opponent of vari- 
ous neutralist and “third altema- 
tive” tendencies. Now in his brief 
essay On War, he has provided 
us with a series of thoughtful 
reflections on military strategy 
and politics in the age of the Bal- 
ance of Terror. 

In France, Aron’s politics make 
him something of an iconoclast, 
and there is in this study a tone of 
Redpolitik yhich is probably a 
reaction to many of the lucid but 
lifeless abstractions which he en- 
counters in his homeland, Yet the 
iconoclasm has more than one 
edge. Here, for instance, one will 
find a reasoned discussion of why 
the Baruch plan for the intema- 
tional ownership and control of 
atomic plants and raw materials 
failed to reach the Russians (it. 
would have “frozen“ the status 
quo, i.e., guaranteed that America 
was the only nation with the tech- 
nical knowledge to mhufacture 
bombs in case war did break 
out). And there is also a tone of 
French pride which is directed at 
American policy for its refusal to 
develop a real Atlantic c o m u -  
nity within NATO. 

Yet these remarks are part of 
the detail of Aron’~ argumenta- 
tion. His central thesis is not a 
simple insight; it is a developed 
point of view. Afon opts for lim- 
ited war as against total war and 
consequently sees the continua- 
tion of a policy of deterrence (or 
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even its extension) as in the inter- 
est of America, France and the 
world. He rejects the fears of 
those who believe that atomic 
apocalypse is now inevitable, but 
he also distrusts those who feel 
that the suicidal dangers of a nu- 
clear holocaust are so apparent 
that no power will risk it under 
any circumstances. 
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Aron is quite clear about the 
immediate political implications 
of his general perspective. He op- 
poses the unilateral withdrawal 
of conventional American troops 
from Europe, and probably even 
if the Russians would pull back 
to their borders. He favors an 
American policy of sharing its nu- 
clear weapons information with 
its allies and also calls for the 
building of rocket sites in the 
NATO countries. Ultimately, he 
is even willing to consider a joint 
American-Soviet “condominium” 
of the world as a good, though 
unlikely, means of achieving or- 
der and stability, 

All of this is argued with an 
obvious sincerity and great skill. 
Yet it is marked by a curious 
flaw: Aron’s insensitivity to unex- 
pected movement and change; 
particularly to popular move- 
ment. Or, to approach it from a 
Merent  direction, On War is a 
book marred by a strangely pas- 
sive and static conception of 
world politics. 

An excellent example of th is  un- 
fortunate tendency is contained- 
almost accidentally-in this study 
and it offers an illuminating point 
of critical departure. Apparently, 
the original manuscript was writ- 
ten prior to the Hungarian Revo- 
lution, for Aron notes, me bloc 
of Communist statk‘s, from East 
Germany to North Vietnam, pos- 
sesses regular armies which, at 
virtually every point of the pe- 
riphery would be capable of cross- 
ing frontiers and decisiuely &- 

feating the troops with whom they 
came in contact” (my emphasis). 
In the new edition, a footnote in- 
spired by the Hungarian and Po- 
lish Octobers completely cancels 
out this judgment. 

This slip is not, to my mind, 
one of those inevitable accidents 
which will happen to any jour- 
nalist dealing with the furious 
world of the twentieth century, It 
goes deeper than that. For Aron 
seems to be caught in a fatalism 
which, though it may well be a 
healthy reaction to the optimism 
of the unrealistic, is quite danger- 
ous. Thus, he deals with the vari- 
ous proposals for disengagement 
(Kennan’s specifically, the Ra- 
pack Plan and British Labor 
Party proposals by implication) 
almost completely on the military 
level. The decisive criterion is: 
how will these withdrawals effect 
the Balance of Terror? There is 
no conception of moving, if care- 
fully and tentatively, toward the 
political offensive. 
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For one thing, Aron’s passivity 
is now becoming difficult precise- 
ly because of the developments 
of military technology upon which 
he concentrates. The emergence 
of the intercontinental missiIes is 
fast making the whole strategy of 
foreign bomber bases quite ques- 
tionable. On this level, Aron really 
fails to answer Kennan’s remark 
that the precise degree of terror 
on the two sides becomes irrele- 
vant when both can annihilate 
each other. He is forced back on 
the “psychological” significance of 
the proximity of the Russians to 
Europe in the case of bilateral 
withdrawal, but cannot cite, in 
his own terms, any real military 
advantage to the presence of 
American troops and bases. 

But there is an even more sig- 
&cant level on which h o d s  



views are ffawed by his passive 
Realpolitik. He argues that the. 
Hungarian Revolution, demon- 
strating that the Russians would 
not allow a satellite to achieve 
red independence, is proof of the 
futility of troop withdrawal on 
any basis. Yet this is an evasion 
of the real question: .in October, 
1956, would an American an- 
nouncement that we were going. 
to take up the Russian propagan- 
da offer for mutual withdrawal 
have made it more diflicult for 
the Russians to decide to inter- 
vene in the first place? 

This kind of thinking (though 
not this specilk proposal) grants 
great value to George Kennan’s 
recent utterances, For it seeks a 
positive policy aimed at  creating 
a new political situation, one in 
which the Russians will be forced 

to act differently in their own self- 
interest, 

One wonders what Mr. Aron 
would say to the Berlin crisis. As 
I read On War, its logic points 
to a single response, that of sim- 
ply refusing the Soviet offers and 
hording firmly to Berlin because 
of its political and psychological 
value. Any positive answer would 
require action which goes beyond 
Aron’s categories. But what of the 
political impact of an American 
counter-offer to explore the Ra- 
pack plan and to seek disengage- 
ment in central Europe as the first 
step in a more general program? 

Perhaps the Russians would 
never agree to withdraw, out of 
fear of the inevitable debacle 
which would overtake the Com- 
munist regimes of East Europe 
dnce they left. But, on the other 

hand, perhaps the political pres- 
sure for such action would be 
intoIerabIe. And as long as the 
latter case is even possible, there 
is a very real responsibility to 
break through habit and pessi- 
mism and to move in a new di- ‘ 
rection. 
All of this is rather sharp criti- 

cism of On War. Yet my disagree- 
ments with Mr. Aron should not 
be interpreted as a judgnient that 
this book should be ignored. On 
the contrary, everyone, friend or 
opponent of Aron’s views, will 
find in this study stimulation and- 
challenge. In our unprecedented 
cqsis, such seriousness, intelli- 
gence and sincerity with regard 
to foreign policy can suggest akw 
points of departure even if one 
takes exception to the conclusions. 

“We have lived through a revolution in both senses of the word-a military innovation, in that the Hiroshima 
bomb has given birth to atomic shells and thermonuclear bombs, but an innovation which has restored, in 
an entirely different form, the initial problem: the West has failed to find a substitute for total war other than. 
peace itself. 

A symbol of this failure is the Pentagon’s proposal to cut the Army and Navy in. order to concentrate 
on building up the Air Force. Once again, the press and common sense alike protest against this military doc- 
bine which threatens, on each occasion, to force the West into a choice between capitulation or suicide. Once 
more the peoples of the West, rulers and public alike, are alarmed at a reduction in traditional forces, even 
though these are reputed to be anachronistic and useless. 

Men persist in attaching value to the number of soldiers under arms, although the experts continue to 
harp on the futility, of these evidences of a bygone age, Men refuse to follow the experts’ logic to its ultimate 
conclusion. There is no alternative to peace, reiterates President Eisenhower, who agrees with his advisers 
that a war between the great powers would be a thermonuclear war. But the chorus of the backward or 
the wise echoes in reply: should we not maintain a substitute for thermonuclear war? 

SO runs the dialogue in which each speaker, according to th4 day and the mood, feels ready to play 
either part, so strongly is each opposed to the other, so weak within himself.” (Raymond Aron in On War.) 
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In Every War But One 

by Eugene Kinkead. Norton. 219 pp. $3.75. 

An expanded version o f  the celebrated New Yorker reports on 
tho indoctrination and collaboration o f  Amarican soldiers cap- 
tured by the Communists during the Korean War, this is a 
gltnuinoly shocking book. The actual facts of prisoner behavior 
hero assombled suggest deeper and more complex problems than 
aro being'solved by the Army in i t s  remedial program, but the 
book door not attempt this sort o f  analysis. 
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Arms  and the S h a h  

by Walter Millir with Harvey C. Mansfield and Harold Stein, 
Twentieth Century Fund. 436 pp. $4.00. 

Pointing t o  a principal danger in  national pblicy-mating today, 
this illuminating study finds that "the civil and military elemenb 
in our society have become so deeply intermeshed that neither 
the uniformed officers nor the administrative bureaucracy nor 
the representative legislature speak from any firm, independeat 
position o f  principle or policy." 

Democracy and  the  Chal lenge of Power  

by David Spitz. Columbia. 228 pp. $5.00. 

In many ways a modern supplement t o  Tocqueville, this book 
considers the .abuser of power that persist in a democracy despite 
constitutional guardntees. "This," writes the author, " is at  once 
the genius and tragic paradox o f  democracy. It gives i t s  citizens 
tho opportunity t o  combat injustice, but that opportunity i s  
dependent for i t s  fulfilment on the will of those who impose 
tho injustice." 

Soviet  Economlc AM 

by Joseph S. Berliner. Praeger. 232 pp. $4.25. 

Thu political background and the apparent objectives of the 
new Soviet policy of aid and trade in  the underdeveloped coun- 
tries, as well as the implications of this policy for the West, are 
explored in this thoroughly documented work. 
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The Causer of W o r l d  War Three 

by C. Wright Mills. Simon and Schuster. 172 pp. $3.50. 

In a sweeping challenge t o  thinking men everywhere, whom h i  
believes t o  be grievously in  default, a leading sociologist and 
pamphleteer of our time vigorously denounces the "crackpot 
rcalism" and "the military metaphysic" which encourage pr+ 
parations for war as a solution t o  East-West tensions. 

Main Street, U. S. S. R 

by Irving R. Levine. Doubleday. 408 pp. $4.50. 

Aspects of everyday l ife in the Soviet Union, as discovered by 
NBC's Moscow correspondent, make entertaining and frequently 
informative reading. 
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