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America, the noted Catholic weekIy, celebrates its 
fiftieth anniversary of publication with a special 
issue dated April 11. In summing up the history and 
position of America as a journal of opinion, its editor- 
in-chief, the Reverend Thurston N. Davis, considers 
the changing function of opinion journals within 
the society they seek to influence and guide. Where- 
as, he notes, fifty years ago opinion-making was 
limited to an elite, today the “sociology of communi- 
cation” has‘been developed to the point where “the 
opinion-maker must reach everyone, for everyone 
weighs the same as everyone else in the egalitarian 
scales of the Gallup poll.” But despite the phenom- 
enal rise of the communications media and the 
variety of blocs and agencies competing for the 
public’s attention, Father Davis fhds that the role 
of the opinion journal has been in no way under- 
mined. “In fact,” he writes, “the small-circulation 
journal of opinion has a more vital role to play than 
ever before. The relatively simple days of 1909 are 
gone. There are so many new problems, so many 
emerging issues, all of them intertwined one with the 
other in the most complicated ways. There is .a 

7- plethora of opinion about each phase of every single 
problem. All these new questions, arising from the 
rapidly changing configuration of our times and our 
society, demand analysis and discussion.”, 
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One of the most prominently debated questions in 
national affairs today is the question of the relation 
between a man’s religion and the political office to 
which he aspires. In the same issue of America, 
Senator Eugene J. McCarthy of hhnesota a f f i s  
that, “strictly speaking, there is no such thing as 
Catholic politics, or Christian politics. The immedi- 
ate and primary objective of government is the 
good of man in his temporal achievement. This is 
different from the objectives of the Christian reli- 
gions-the good of man in his eternal achievement.” 
Similarly, “there is no conflict between Catholicism, 
or any of the major religions, and the Constitution 
of the United States.” Governmental decisions which 
may possibly involve the interests of this or that 
religious . group are, Senator hlcCarthy points out, 
“political questions requiring political solutions.” 

But, at the same time, political action has long 
been undertaken through religious conviction. “Al- 
though in a formal sense Church and State can and 
should be kept separate, it is absurd to hold that 
religion and politics can be kept wholly apart when 
they meet in the consciousness of one man. If a man 
is religious-and if he is in politics-one fact will 
relate to the other if he is indeed a whole man.” I t  
is in recognition of this, Senator McCarthy writes, 
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that our founders were able to provide “the Ameri- 
can solution” to Western civilization’s age-old con- 
flict between the individual citizen’s conscience and 
the State. 
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The British monthIy review called The Twentieth 
Century devotes its entire April issue to a discussion 
of “the new African The contributors are writers, 
missionaries, economists, educators and historians 
who have had some personal experience of the 
changing continent, and whose recollections, views, 
and impressions reveal an intimate knowledge of 
Africa today. Various problems come under scrutiny: 
the painful problem of the African intellectual elite 
(“The white man detribalized me,” writes Ezekiel 
Mphahlele. “He had better go the whole hog.”); the 
attitudes of resident whites (as defined by Nadine 
Gordimer and William Plomer, among others); the 
continual crises of social injustice (four of the writers 
offer their views on the Federation of Rhodesia and 
Nyasaland); the rise of nationalism and the role 
played in it by Christianity. 

The last problem is taken up in different aspects 
by Anthony Barker and Roland Oliver, who agree 
that the African has been profoundly affected by 
the hypocrisy of his Christian oppressors, “which 
the splendid labors of Scott and Huddleston, Reeves 
and Clayton have not been powerful enough wholly 
to neutralize.” Yet, as Dr. Oliver concludes, “the 
most orthodox African members of the most ortho- 
dox Christian denominations are politically in t h e  
nationalist camp; and the question now to be faced 
is whether it is not their Christian faith-and not any 
deviation from it-which has placed them there.” 
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In Harper‘s for May, William S. White sees the  
strategic design of foreign policy about to pass into 
the hands of the Senate, or more precisely, the 
Senate Foreign Relations Committee. The commit- 
tee’s actions, in Mr. White’s judgment, will reflect 
neither partisanship nor destructive hostility (as  in 
Wilson’s time); rather, the Senators of the com- 
mittee are sure to join with the Administration in a 
“creative. and eminently constitutional partnership 
in foreign policy.” The committee. as presently con- 
stituted is fully cognizant of the common dangen 
that lie ahead, Mr. White believes, and it shows 
itself markedly capable of assuming “a burden the 
like of which has lain on no agency of Congress in 
our lifetime”-the burden of proving that our con- 
stitutional system of power balances is “fit to survive 
in the hydrogen age.” 
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