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In the Western world equality of 
opportunity is a shared value of 
enormous force, arising alike from 
the Christian heritage and the 
ideals of the Enlightenment. Gun- 
nar Myrdal’s classic examination 
of racial discrimination in this 
country, An American Dikmma, 
stressed the tension behveen this 
ideal and its contradiction by our 
day-to-day treatment of Negro 
citizens. In much the same way, 
Myrdal points out challengingly, 
the poverty of the underdeveloped 
nations is an affront to the values 
of the rich nations, the lucky one- 
sixth of the globe’s population. 
* It  is one of the theses .of this 
brilliantly-argued book that the 
rich and the fortunate defend 
themselves against the implica- 
tions of their own values. They de- 
fend themselves in the first place 
by refusing to make genuine sac- 
rifices in the interests of equality. 
As Myrdal coldly reminds us, the 
rich countries and the intema- 
tional agencies which they domi- 
nate have made the smallest of 
token contributions of capital to 
the underdeveloped lands, have 
persistently refused to control the 
industrial b t e l s  which raise the 
prices of the capital goods ur- 
gently demanded for economic 
growth, and have thwarted efforts 
to protect the poor nations against 
disastrous fluctuations in the 
prices of the raw mater Is which 

port incomes. 
Other defenses are intellectual. 

Much of the advice which is so 
freely offered our needy neigh- 
bors is founded upon a mistaken 
analogy and an inapplicable the- 
ory. The theory is the classical 
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are the major source o t t h  eir im- 

- 

doctrine of laissez-faire, with all 
its implications that economic 
progress is the consequence of the 
free movement of men and re- 
sources between occupations and 
between counbies. From this the- 
ory, every developed nation-in- 
cluding the United States-has 
long since departed as far as its 
own affairs are concerned. ’As a 
guide to the action of the poor, it 
can lead only to disaster. Although 
many economists would dissent, 
Myrdal’s case demands a lot of 
answering. As for the tempting 
analogy to the Industrial Revolu- 
tion, Myrdal disposes of it co- 
gently: 

”The economic level at which 
they [the poor nations] start is in 
most cases much lower. The re- 
lationship between population 
and resources is usually much 
more unfavorable and the popu- 
lation trends more dynamic and 
dangerous. They do not have at 
their disposal an international 
capital market as the now-deveI- 
oped countrievhad in their time, 
nor the outlets for emigration. 
They have not inherited the tra- 
ditions of rationality and the d e  
of law which were so important 
in the earlier history of the now- 
developed countries. 

“And they are fate-comers: they 
have not the opportunity, as the 
now-developed countries had, to 
advance as industrial islands in a 
surrounding world of backward 
nations which they could exploit 
as markets for manufactured 
goods and as sources of raw ma- 
terials and for this purpose even 
keep in colonial bondage.” 

A second intellectual resource 
is a revived Malthusianism. Un- 
fortunately, it is all too plausible 
to suggest that development gains 
will be dissipated by the rapidity 
of population growth. As a re- 
sult of the dBerential impact of 
science, it has become a good 
deal easier to diminish death rates 
and increase fertility rates than it 
has been to produce the goods 

and services which make life tal. 
erable. In the nineteenth century, 
an easy English inference from 
the regrettable tendency of the 
poor to multiply in number was 
the proposition that it was their 
own fault. From this conclusion, 
it was equally easy to reason that 
helping the poor was useless as 
a means of improving their lot, 
and harmful to their moral char- 
acters into the bargain. In the 
Western world today, there is 
more than a trace of similar atti- 
tudes toward poor nations. Stand- 
ards of life in some of them have 
actually dropped in the last dec- 
ade. Will not any conceivable 
measure of assistance simply be 
lost in the sea of humanity which 
it will help to confure up? 

Myrdal does not leave many 
shreds of Western complacency. 
But what are his own remedies? 
They are both debatable and 
iconoclastic. First, he advocates 
more nationalism. Only as the 
poorer nations develop brother- 
hood within themselves is it pos- 
sible,to conceive a movement to- 
ward one world. On their way to 
human brotherhood, the under- 
developed countries must pass 
through nationalism. 

Second, Myrdal advises the 
poor nations to avoid free trade 
and concentrate on protectiog 
their fragile beginnings of e m  
nomic growth. Free trade, says 
Myrdal, damages young nations 
and leads to a cumulative down- 
ward drift of their economics. 

Third, he insists upon the abso- 
lute necessity of state planning. 
Judged by the calculus of profit 
and loss, there are precious few 
opportunities for investment in 
the poor lands. Only the state can 
create the facilities, provide the 
education, construct the network 
of roads and communications, and 
encourage the training and,atti- 
tudes which-in time-will make 
investment profitable. Oddly 
enough, opportunities for private 



initiative depend directly on the 
capacity of the state to stimulate 
a sustained movement of eco- 
nomic growth. 

Fourth, in its planning the state 
must be frugal. It cannot quickly 
expect all the benefits and serv- 
ices which the citizens of &e af- 
fluent West now enjoy. In the 
hope of future prosperity, its citi- 
zens must be persuaded to forego 
present gains. 
Fifth, the new nations should 

create their own economic the- 
ories, borrowing from the West 
only what is readily adaptable to 
their own problems. Finally, pop- 
ulation policy is an absolute pre- 
requisite to successful growth. 

Although the tone of Myrdal’s 

exposition is one. of sober opti- 
mism, this book arouses many 
doubts. Central planning is a dif- 
ficult technique, practiced no- 
where with complete success. Is 
it reasonable to expect poor coun- 
tries who are short of every coii- 
ceivable expert service and most 
of the relevant traditions to boot, 
to do any better? Is it sensible to 
hope that the newly emancipated 
will give up immediate benefits 
in favor of problematic future 
gains? In the face of religious ob- 
jection on the one side, and ig- 
norance and expense on the other, 
how bright are the prospects of 
birth control? Is there much hope 
that the leadership of the new na- 
tions will be adequate to its enor- 

mous tasks? There are Nehrus,. 
but there are also Nassers. 

In the end, we may have to de- 
pend more upon the rich West 
than Myrdal is willing to recom- 
mend. There is a chance-not a 
large one-that for the first time 
in history a nation (the oppor- 
tunity is primarily ours ) will- take 
a sufficiently long-range view of 
its own interests to make genuine 
sacrifices for the benefit of others 
-and expect no gratitu’de in re- 
‘turn. Without question, a mass- 
ive investment of resources and 
skills on our part could at a stroke 
enormously improve the desperate 
prospects of that majority of the 
human race’whose poverty is both 
a reproach and a threat. 

The Meaning of Nasserism 
Nasser of Egypt: The Search 
for Dignity by Wilton Wynn. Ar- 
lington Books. 213 pp. $3.95. 
If all the events that have been 
attributed to the nefarious designs 
of Gama1 Abdul Nasser during the 
past few years by some sections 
of the Western press were really 
the result of his own volition, 
there is little doubt that he is one 
of the most important statesmen 
alive today. With fie resources of 
an ignorant, poverty-stricken and 
disease-ridden people, with the 
all-too-present remnants of a long 
era of foreign control, with few of 
the trappings of modem state 
power-a potent m y ,  an experi- 
enced bureaucracy, wealth and 
prestige-Nasser has mobilized the 
forces available to him to become 
the most effective leader of the 
Arab peoples in a millenium. 

Yet, he has not accomplished 

many of his political aims, and 
much that is supposed to have re- 
sulted from his scheming has oc- 
curred more for the reasons that 
made him iduential than because 
of his own designs. As Mr. Wynn 
points out in his final chapter, 
the use of the word “Nasserism” 
to imply that the Egyptian dic- 
tator originated the movement, or 
that it depends on him, is totally 
false, Nasserism is nothing more 
than the yearning, transformed in- 
to action, of the Arabs for inde- 
pendence and dignity. This yearn- 
ing, taking the form of anti- 
colonialism, the desire by the Arab 
peoples for independence, dignity 
and social justice, was neither 
originated by Nasser nor would it 
die were he to lose power. 

The position that Nasser has at- 
tained (and it is certainly a con- 
sequential one) results from the 

simple fact that he seized the ini- 
tiative on Suez, the one political 
issue that would give him leader- 
ship of the area from Casablanca 
to the Persian Gulf. Yet, despite 
the wide swath that Nasser has 
cut, Mr. Wynn’s book is the &st 
effort by a knowledgeable author- 
ity to analyze without rancor just 
exactly what Nasser has been able. 
to achieve, and what he has failed 
to accomplish. This book is cer- 
tainly not perfect either as a his- 
tory of Egypt since July 23, 1952, 
nor as an analysis of the motiva- 
tions and forces that have brought 
Nasser to the point he has 
reached; but it goes sufficiently 
far in both directions to be a 
work of considerable importance 
for anyone who wishes to have 
an educated view of the man 
or the problems of the Middle 
East, problems that have already 
brought the world perilously close 
to the most destructive war imag- 
inable. 
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