
John Kenneth Gdbraith, Harvard economist and 
author who coined the tags “countervailing power” 
and “the af3uent society,” now seem about to add 
another term to the language. The term is “word- 
fact” and it is minted by hlr. Galbraith in the Sep- 
tember issue of The Atlantic. The function of the 
Lvordfact, he writes, is to make words “a precise sub- 
stitute for reality.. . It means that to say that some- 
thing exists is a substitute for its existence. And to say 
that sometlung will happen is as good as having 
it happen.” 

It  is hir. Galbraith’s opinion that, so far as the 
aff’airs of government are concerned, we are now 
living in the age of the wordfact. IVhere once it 
was said of a ,statesman that he suited action to 
the words, now he suits the words to the action. 
If past action (or inaction) has failed to’produce 
the desired result, then, by resort to wordfact, he 
quickly establishes that the undesired result was 
more desirable than the desired result.” With the 
aid of a press that fully accepts the institution of 
wordfact, government leaders have been able to 
“transform misfortune into fortune“ in matters rang- 
ing from farm policy and unemployment to the 
President’s cancelled trip to Japan and the episode 
of the U-2. As a means of “transforming inaction 
into action” wordfact has been invaluable to would- 
be legislation in such fields as medical care for 
the aged and civil rights. Practitioners of wordfact, 
hlr. Galbraith declares, have been responsible for 
making the accomplishment of goals irrelevant to 
the promises of both the Democratic and Republican 
platforms, just as they have been responsible, on 
a global scale, for preventing serious consideration 
of disarmament proposals. Wordfact, hir. Galbraith 
suggests in conclusion, can be vanquished by a 
public that refuses to be fooled. ‘Terhaps, having- 
organizations for almost everything else, we should 
have an organization for enforcing election promises 
and for fingering the man who imagines that he 
can make his record with words.” 
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The undenominational weekly Tlic Christian Ceti- 
tury, \vhich has pledged itself to a “balanced and, 
we trust, a fair discussion of religious aspects of the 
1960 political scene,” opens with an article in its 
August 17 issue by IVarren B. hlartin, associate 
professor of religion and chairman of the religion 
department at Comell College, hit. Vernon, Iowa. 
hlr. hlartin’s contribution to the question of religion 
and the presidency is the opinion that a man of 
strong religious convictions cannot make a good 
President. 

“Since the national Constitution established t h e  
separation of church and state,” Mr. Martin writes, 
“most Americans have held that the best church- 
state arrangement is a sort of tension between t h e  
priest (whatever brand) and the politician (how- 
ever bland). Ideally, I suppose, we would have the 
one as the heroic conscience of the land and t he  
other as the prudential agent. Yet, and here is t h e  
rub, when the sacred and secular meet in the presi- 
dency, we want a man who both exemplifies moral 
principles and practices hard politics. No man can 
bring it off-given the convoluted circumstances of 
this age-if he is devoutly Christi’an.” 

In the past, Mr. Martin continues, it was opti- 
mistically assumed that no conflict was possible be- 
txeen the national interest and the precepts of 
Judeo-Christian morality. “But today our confidence 
is shaken. Recent events have made us realize as 
never before that political affairs, by even the most 
generous judgment, are morally ambiguous (Nie- 
buhr), and it may be that morality in government 
is both impossible and irrelevant.” 

\Vhile the editors of The Christian Century do 
not share hlr. Martin’s position, they are convinced 
that religion be an issue in the presidential 
campaign: “Some Protestants will find the novelty 
of having a Roman Catholic President a challenge 
and think it time for our pluralistic nation to make 
the experiment. Others will prefer to postpone such 
esperimentation to more propitious times. In regard 
to a closely contested election such as the coming 
one promises to be, it is unrealistic to say that the 
factor of religious affiliation will be irrelevant. It 
is relevant-so relevant that it may be decisive.” 
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In other periodicals: 
“Soviet Foreign Aid as a Problem for US. Policy” 

by Hans Heyniann, Jr., World Politics, July. An ex- 
tensive consideration of Soviet and American con- 
ceptions of the role of foreign aid, our “overly 
apprehensive concern’’ about Soviet economic domi- 
nation, and our need to develop a more positive 
challenge to the Soviet performance. 

“The New GospeI’ .4ccording to Khmshchev” by 
Bertram D. Wolfe, Foreign Afluirs, July. How 
Iihrushchev has revised party ‘history. 

“The New Diplomacy of Charles de Gaulle” by 
Andre Fontaine, The Reporter, August 4. The as- 
pirations, sy le  and administration of the Fifth Re- 
public’s foreign policy. 
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