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This book is a noteworthy con- 
tribution to die literature on re- 
ligion and international relations 
for a number of reasons. First, ex- 
traordinary as it may seen], the 
very fact that a Catholic has n l i t -  
ten a book in excess o€ four hun- 
dred pages on this subject is rea- 
son for commendation. A bibli- 
ography of serious Cntholic writ- 
ings on moriility and international 
relations ~vould  contain innumer- 
able collections of escerpts from 
trilditional sources such as St. 
Thomas arid Suarez, papal state- 
ments and portions of books on 
political tlieory and ethics by 
writers such as Rommen and 
hlessner. But the number of in- 
dependent, comprehensive and-  
yses of the Church’s teachings 
rclevnnt to international prob- 
lems is 1w-y small. 

Secondly, the tnpo-fold empha- 
sis of tlie book, :is revealed by the 
sub-title --“Sociologic et hlorale 
des Relations 1ntcrnationales”-is 
comparatively new to die Cath- 
olic literature. on this subject. 
Fatlicr Bosc, \vho is professor of 
International Relations at the In- 
stitut d’Etudes Sociales of the In- 
stitut Cntholique in Paris, focuses 
on the sociological data of inter- 
national relations as well as on 
international morality. As he es- 
plains, “sociolog).” has a ivider 
connotation in French than in 
English. IVIiat lie means by soci- 
ology is substantially what is em- 
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braced in the concept of empiri- 
cal studies of the material facts 
and the d)namics of intemation- 
a1 relations. In the language of 
Charles De Visscher, the great 
Belgian jurist ,  F a t h e r  Bosc 
studies the “theory” of interna- 
tional relations prescribed by re- 
ligion side by side with the 
“realities” of international pol- 
itics. 

I t  is astonishing that such an 
approach could be termed novel 
in the year 1961. IVhen moralists 
attempt to translate general prin- 
ciples into meaningful ternis in 
other social problem areas such 
as labor-management relations, 
mari ta l  and family relations,  
crime, etc., their first concern is 
to master the relevant principles 
and data of the social sciences. 
Yet Ernest Lefever’s complaint 
that Protestant etliicians have not 
“paid the price” of mastering the 
facts of international life may be 
echoed niitli respect to many 
C~ltliolic n7riters. hluch of the 
Catholic literature on internation- 
al affairs is higlily abstract and 
Inrgely divorced from the basic 
realities of international relations. 
Indeed, it is fair to say that many 
formulations of Catholic doctrine 
on intemntional problems would 
be more appropriate to the \vorld 
and to the state of knowledge of 
tlie thirteenth century than to the 
twentieth. Father Bosc’s work 
therefore, is a welcome and long 
overdue effort to bring to the 
study of morality and intemation- 
a1 relations cognizance of the rel- 
evant material that is considered 
indispensable in other fields of 
applied morality. 

Thirdly, Father Bosc puts a 
fresh slant on this subject by ad- 
dressing his book not so much to 
scholars and theologians as to 
young priests who are asked 
questions about the dilemmas of 
international relations, and to 
concerned laymen, particularly 
students. His aim is to help them 

analyze the comples phenomena 
of our world so that they may 
make the moral judgments and 
undertake the responsibilities 
which conscience requires. Any- 
one who has looked into the ex- 
isting Catholic literature on inter- 
national relations will agree that 
a book \vhich begins with the 
idea that private individuals will 
actually attempt to inform their 
consciences on the practical prob- 
lems of contemporary interna- 
tional affairs (and not merely 
content themselves with “sup- 
porting”. the United Nations) 
borders on the revolutionay. 
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Fourthly, it is noteworthy that 
a French priest is thoroughly con- 
versant with the estensive Amer- 
ican literature on international 
relations. It is fair to say that’this 
field has been developed in this 
countrv far beyond anything that 
lias been done in Europe. Set many 
Europeans who write on the mor- 
al aspects of internntionnl rela- 
tions appear to be almost entirely 
unan.are of this literature. Fortu- 
nately, Father BOX, who has 
\<sited the United States in recent 
years and who has been teaching 
at Loyola University in Chicago 
during the past hvo summers, has 
had the opportunity to become 
th6roughly familiar with the 
American international relations 
literature and with many of the 
leading personalities in this field. 
This e.ylains in part the realistic 
and informed character of his 
\York. 

Finally, this book is important 
because, considering the great 
number of “sociological” or mate- 
rial problems on which it could 
concentrate, it focuses primarily 
on the most important problem, 
war. The book is organized into 
two parts, the h s t  dealing with 
international tensions and the sec- 
ond w i t h  international organiza- 
tion. The major portion of the 



first part  deals with n’ar, its social 
functions, its characteristics, the 
traditional just war doctrinc iind 
the reaction of moralists to motl- 
ern war. 
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Father Bosc eschews equally 
the deterministic notion that WYS 

is inevita?.de and the idea that 
war sewes no rational purpose. 
From Father J. Delos lie takes the 
theory that war esercises a po- 
litical function of “replacement” 
of the executive, 1egislatii.e and 
judicial functions of an internn- 
tional government wliicli is not 
yet operative. This implies a two- 
fold limitation on \v;u. First, it 
ceases to be justified to die estcnt 
that viable international govern- 
ment becomes a reality. Second, 
when war takes on the character- 
istics of uncontrollable destruc- 
tiveness it ceases to be an appro- 
priate means of “replacement.” 
Thus, Father Bosc says, “wnr-at 
least total war putting into pluy 
the very survival of humanity-is 
not today an appropriate political 
instrument to defend interests.” 
He agrees, therefore, with Father 
Delos’ contention that “to the es- 
tent that war loses its socioloSicn1 
raison d’etre i t  loses its niornl jus- 
tdication. . . .” 

Father Bosc aclmits that the 
classical just war doctrine has 
weaknesses ivhicli must be recog- 
nized. He  notes the anachronistic 
qualit). of the emphasis in the 
doctrine on “punitiive especli- 
tions” as \vel1 as the simplistic 
concept of the decision-making 
process \vhich is appropriate to ;1 
feudal society but not to modern 
governments. But he contends 
that the basic principles remain 
valid. 

These, in Father Bosc’s o\\m 
analysis, come down to two: (1) 
the requirement that reasonable 
peaceful alteroatives to war br 
exhausted; ( 8 )  the principle of 
proportionality of legitimate ends 
and means. This analysis is par- 
ticularly interesting to those ~ v h o  
have read Professor Paul Riim- 

sey’s IVar atid the Cliristiari Con- 
scicticc. 

Professor Ramsey finds the 
principle of non-cornbutant in- 
violability from direct attack to 
be the heart of the just war the- 
ory. Father BOSC, reflecting the 
prevalent tendency in Catholic 
thinking on this subject, focuses 
on proportionalit). and does not 
emphasize non-combatant inviola- 
bilih. Set, iis will beseen, he is sub- 
stantially in agreement with Ram- 
sey about the immorality of mod- 
ern nuclear weapons of mass de- 
struction. Moreover, Father BOSC, 
like Rxnsey, lays great stress on 
the role of charity in the morality 
of war. He says that, paradosicnl- 
Iy, the conscientious application of 
the limiting principles of the just 
doctrine are “conducted in the in- 
terior of a theologv of charity, 
and tliat ultimateli war must, 
therefore, be connected in one 
way or another with the preccpt 
of lo\.e. The core of Christian re- 
flection on war and the general 
principle of tlie traditioii:il doc- 
trine of the just war is that the 
use of force as zrltima rcltio i n  
Iiunian d a i r s  can be, in certain 
circumstances, a duty of. charity 
to prevent n greater e ~ d ,  n;!mcly 
tlie unleashing of brutality ancl 
injustice. . . ,” 

Father Bosc’s application of 
traditional doctrine to nuclear 
~ Y U -  is based substantially on tlie 
pronouncements of Pope Pius SI1 
; i nc l  tlieir interpretation by Filtller 
john Courtney hlurray. Fiither 
Bosc admits the possibility of 
niorally permissible small nuclear 
\\.eilpons which might meet Pius 
NI ’ s  critical criterion ef “con- 
trol.” But he  finds that large nu- 
clear iveapons \vhich by definition 
are uncontrolled are irnmornl. I-Ie 
sal‘s, “Even the massiLVe bonibard- 
ments of open cities in the coursc: 
of the second world \var \vould 
be dBcu l t  to justify. Atomic 
weapons, as the esamples of Hir- 
oshima and Nagasaki show, no 
longer distinguish at all military 

objectives; they strongly resemble 
simplc terrorism.’’ 

Later in the book, when lie 
contrasts the rcyuirements for in- 
terxxitional law and organization 
xvith tlic realities of our ditritled 
world, Father Bosc says tlint onc 
of the few uni\rersally recognized 
norms today is tlie priiiciple tha t  
n i u t u a l  d e s t r u c t i o n  m u s t  be  
;1\Foided. Confidcnce i l l  thc Coni- 
munists’ deduxtion to tliis prin- 
ciple underlies hopes for progress 
toivard clismiament. Yet aqain 
:ind again die seemingly irr&t- 
able logic of the principle of tlie 
mutual desire for sunivnl is in 
fact refuted by Communist be- 
lia\,ior at  the conference table. In 
U I ~ J .  ei’ent, Father Uosc’s further 
reflections 011 tllis problcm would 
beneiit from a further sampling 
of the burgeoning litcratwe 011 
chsiirmanient and arms control. 
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:Ill of this is to reflect but onc 
important facet of Fnthcr Bosc’s 
imaginnti\*e and w i d e  - r a  n gi n g 
book. In addition to an introduc- 
toiy treatment of coiltemporary 
international i n s t i t u t i o n s  and 
problems, Father Bosc deals es- 
tcnsivell. with the developing 
doctrine of the Catholic Church 
on what might be called iiiterna- 
tional social questions. He  also 
provides sunimuries of the work 
of Ciitliolic organizations such as 
Pas Cliristi, which are concernccl 
with interniitional affairs. Father 
Bosc makes a convincing restate- 
ment of the theme dominating 
Papal pronouncements on inter- 
1ii1ti011iil problcms, nnniely tllat 

’ no amount of huinan ingenuity, 
good will, organization, or tech- 
nical aclviincement \!dl suffice to 

’ achieve llie ultiniate go;d of ;i 

morality of international relil- 
tioiis, peace. The goal of peace, 
lie \viites, is “not only an eschnto- 
logical rci1liq; i t  is not a utopia, 
nor :in opium for the people; it 
can become reality in the here- 
aiid-no\v; it depends on the re- 
ccption @\*en to the word of 
God.” 
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Two Communist Man i fes toes  

Washington Centor o f  Foreign Policy Research. I08 pp. 70 cents. 

This pamphlet couples the texts of two recant and highly signifi- 
cant Communist documonts-the statoment issued by world Com- 

munist loadcrs in  Novomber, I960 and the address of Ni t i t a  
Khrurhchov on January  6, 1961, i n  which the Soviet Premier elab- 
oratod current Communist thinking on war. Introduction and com- 
montary by Charles Burton Marshall. 

'Tho C o m i n g  T c r t s  w i t h  Russia 

Walter Lippmann. Atlanfic-Littlo, Brown. 37 pp. $2.50. 

LValtor Lippmann's account o f  his "sobering" interviews with 
Klirurhchev last spring includes a postscript i n  which Mr. L ipp-  
mann offors his viow o f  the "crucial quesiion"-how the free world 
can competo with totalitarianism. 

A m c r i c a n  D i p l o m a c y  in a Ncw Era 

Editod by Stephon D. Kertesz. Notre Dame. 601 pp. $10. 

Tho course o f  American diplomacy and foreign policy since 1945 

i s  oraminod i n  a collection of essays by nineteen scholars, pub- 
lished undcr tho auspicos o f  the Committec on International Rela- 
tions o f  the- Univorsity o f  Notre Dame. 

Latin American Issues: Essays and Comments 

Edited by Alber t  0. Hirschmon. Twentieth Century Fund. 201 pp. 
$ I  .45 

This report, consisting of twelve essays by Latin American rp, 
cialists, suggests that  greater freedom in  partnership rather than 
complete harmony o f  aims and interesfs may be  the key t o  im- 
proving our rolationr with Latin America. 

B e t w e e n  Past and Future 

Hannah Arcndt. Viking Press. 246 pp. $5. 

"Six  cxercises in pol i t ical thoug!it" by on0 of the West's outstand- 
ing tliinkers, this volume analyzes the present century's break 
w i l l i  the iradit ional philosophic framowork and i s  concerned to 
show "sololy h o w  to move in this gap." 

The  M a k i a g  of t h e  Pres ident ,  1960 

Thecjdorc H. White. Athencum. 400 pp. $6.95. 

A higt,ly partisan but  entertaining account of last year's cam- 

paign, this book takes the reader on an int imete tour of party 
command ports and election by-ways, and offers some insight into 
the changing face o f  American politics. 
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