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The \vord “dinlogue” has almost 
l)liid~conctl its \vay onto the Cntli- 
olic-Protestant scene. It is now tlie 
Oknv \Yard to iise \vliene\’er 
Catl;olics and Protestants con- 
front one mother. But even the 
too-frequent repetition of the 
\vord, \vliicli almost begins to 
cloy, docs n o t  dull tlie significance 
of tliLit to v-liich it points, \r.hich 
invoh’es t\vo-\vay convers a t ’  ion- 
con\*ersntion in \vhicli both part- 
ners talk (in turn) and both part- 
ners listen (also in turn) .  It 
i~icans rcplacing polemical shout- 
ing and  biased listening with rea- 
soned exchange. 

In a pluralistic culture such as 
oiirs, dialogue is no longer a pleas- 
ant option in our religious dis- 
coiirse \vitli one anotlier; it has 
become a critical nccessik. Fa- 
tlicr John Corrrtne!. hlurri!,. S.J., 
i n  liis contribution to tlic dialogue, 
cntitled \\‘c Hold TIicsc Truths, 
Ilas suggested ho\v tliis necessi? 
could become an achialit!’: “\\‘e 
c.iiinot hope to make American 
socict:, the perfect conspirac!. 
hiset1 on :i un;iiiinioiis co~isensus. 
nut \\.C’ could at ledst do hvo 
tl i in9s.  1j.e could limit tlie \s‘iir- 
f:irc.  and \\re could cnlargc the 
diiilogue. li’c corild lay do1r.n our 
;irins ( . i t  lcsst tlw more barbiirous 
kind O F  arms! \ ,  a i d  \s.e could take 
lip ;irgumcnt.” 

The mere recognition tliat 
Catliolics and Protestants are 
ready for this neiv kind of rela- 
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tionship on the ..\mencan scene is 
itself ;I step fonvnrd, for such con- 
cerns have not ~ioticeably charac- 
terized our relationships in the 
past. But, i f  the book under dis- 
cussion here is any inhcation of 
\\.hat is to come, such a recog- 
nition can increasingly character- 
ize our relationships in the future, 
and lead them into new dimen- 
sions of length and breadth and 
depth and height. 

It is significant that Christian- 
ity Dioidcd, while it has joint 
Catholic-Protestant e d  i t o r s  h i p ,  
was initiated on the Catholic side 
of the present impasse. One \vould 
have to sav, indeed, that almost 
all of the: significant literature 
thus far published in the United 
States has come from the Catholic 
side. \Yhen one Iias mentioned 
Jaroslav Pelikan’s The Riddlc of 
Rornan Catliolicisni, and a few 
other books, one has eshausted 
the Protestant contribution thus 
far to the dialogue now going on. 
But from the Cntholic publishing 
houses, notably Sheed and Ward, 
Ne\\” Press, and Helicon Press, 
flo\v :I steady stream of books on 
the subject. hlost of them, to be 
sure, are still the work of British 
or continental authors, but they 
;ire :it 1ext  being made available 
under American auspices. 

There is :I special reason v.41~ 
i t  is appropriate that Sheed and 
lViird should be the publishers of 
Christ ion it r j  Diuitlcd, which, it 
\vi11 be maintained, represents a 
ne\{. brenktlirough in the Ameri- 
can dialogue. For it  vas tliis same 
publishing house which, only a 
few years ago, broke the log-jam 
of siience by publishing Anicricarz 
Catholics: .A Protcstatit-Icwisli 
Vim.>, in Lvhich six essays, appre- 
cintivc but also highly critical of 
American Catholicism, were pub- 
lished under Catholic auspices. 
This willingness of American 
Catholicism to let non-Catholic 
authors describe how it looks from 

the “outside,” UYIS an act of sig- 
n8cant  courage, and one look  
for the dnv when a Protestant 
publishing ilouse \vi11 be coiira- 
geous enough to invite Catholics 
and Jews to contribute to a simi- 
larly unfettered symposium on 
.\incric;ui Ptotestnnts. 

To n large degree, the books 
that have appeared since Aincri- 
c m  Catholics have been books 
about the need for dialogue itself. 
The>, ha\re not, to any significant 
degree as yet, been books in which 
the kind of eschange they espouse 
113s actually taken place. But the 
appearance of Christinnitr/ Di- 
oidcri indwates that we  have at  
least moved beyond the non.- 
familiar platitude that Dialogue 
is a Good Thing, to a type of es- 
change that characterizes actual 
dialogue itself. 

Cltristiatiity Diuidcd, n~hich suc- 
cessfully effects this breakthrough, 
is a solid, informative, and also 
very esciting piece of theological 
interchange. I t  esplores areas of 
the Christian faith in Lvhich Prot- 
estants and Catholics have had 
significant differences. I t  does not 
hesitate to point out those differ- 
ences, and in the pointing out of 
them it pulls no punches. I t  also 
makes plain, however, that along 
u i th  a heightening of difference 
can come the possibility of a 
deepening of shared conviction. 
This means, to speak inequivocal- 
ly, that in a number of areas 
readers of the present volume 
\vi11 have to re-evaluate their tra- 
dt ional  n ~ y s  of phrasing the 
questions they ask. 

New questions \vi11 !ia\’e to be 
asked, for esnmplc. absilt the 
meaning of justification; lor after 
reading the present essays it be- 
conies a patent absurdity to tr>‘ 
to shape a question which can be 
annvered by saying, “Protestants 
believe in justification by faith 
while Catholics believe in justifi- 
cation by works.” New questions 



have to be asked about the rela- 
tionship of Scripture and tradi- 
tion, for the reader of these es- 
says can no longer be satisfied 
to put the question in such a wci?’ 
that the answer comes out, “Prot- 
estants believe in Scripture alone 
while Catholics accept tradition 
in such a way as to deny the im- 
portance of Scripture.” The old 
questions and the old answers 
simply don’t fit any more. Those 
who are afraid to face this con- 
clusion had better stay away from 
Ciirirtianity Divided. This does 
not mean, of course, that we are 
on the threshold of organic union. 
There is sober realism in the title 
which, after all, does not read 
Christianity in Process of Being 
United, but quite bluntly, Chris- 
tianity Divided. 

The particular values of this 
particular volume are these: ( 1 )  
The calibre of the contributors is 
of the highest. Some of the most 
significant names in both com- 
munions are represented. Lest 
someone think that the conti-  
butors to such a volume are like- 
ly to be theological mavericks, be 
it noted that the discussants in 
the area of Scripture and tracli- 
tion are Oscar Cullmann and 
Joseph Geiselmann, wliile those 
dealing with justification are T. 
F. Torrance and Hans Kung. 
Karl Barth is included, with Gus- 
tave IVeigel as his opposite num- 
ber. So it goes, all the way down 
the line. ( 3 )  The articles are of 
sufficient length so that each au-  
thor can develop his theme in 
detail. IVe do not have snippets, 
but substantial treatments of the 
matters under discussion. ( 3 )  
There is escellent documentation. 
Not only is each article fully an- 

notated, so that the reader can 
pursue almost every matter in a 
variety of further readings, but 
each topic discussed has been 
provided with an estensive bibli- 
ography of both Catholic and 
Protestant writings on the subject. 
(4) Highly competent introduc- 
tions to each of the sections have 
been prokided by the editors, so 
that the reader receives helpful 
orientation before plunging into 
the fairly intricate and detailed 
articles themselves. No one need 
feel engulfed by the contributions 
themselves if he pauses to digest 
the introductory material in ad- 
vance. (5) The areas treated are 
all crucial areas in the ongoing 
h a l o p e .  The editors have select- 
ed five, and for each have pro- 
\<ded both a Protestant and a 
Catholic discussion of the prob- 
lem. The areas treated are Scrip- 
ture and Tradition, the Bible and 
hermeneutics, the Church, the 
Sacraments, and Justification. 

Lest these comments seem too 
rliapsodic, note should be taken 
of certain limitations as Lvell: (1) 
There are a number of crucial 
areas of difference that are not 
really faced, such as hhiology, 
infallibility, and religious liber 9. 
(2 )  False hopes niay be unduly 
encouraged by the fact that some 
of the writers-included are not the 
most “representative” oE their 
communions. hfas Thurian, for 
esample, probably speaks for a 
minority of Protestants, and it  is 
not yet clear how representative 
of Roman Catholic thought is the 
brilliant Hans Kung. (3)  I t  is 
cause for regret that almost nonc 
of the contributors are Americans, 
so that the volume is more a re- 
flection of the type of theological 

eschange that goes on in Europe, 
rather than an ecumenical discus- 
sion that touclies directly on thc 
particular concerns of Ahericiln 
Protestants and Catholics. 

But to make such comments is 
nlniost petty. For symposia are 
notoriously easy to criticize, and 
any revieliver can gain unimpres- 
sive mileage simply by asking the 
editors why they didn’t plan the 
volume in precisely the way the 
reiiewer would have done. The 
relative absence of American con- 
tributors, futhemiore, says nothing 
about the prejudices of the edi- 
tors, but  it probably says quite a 
bit about the calibre of work thus 
far produced on the American 
scene. To say that a single volume 
has not e.uhausted all the issues 
is no indictment of a single vol- 
ume, which manifestly cannot do 
evevthing, and particularly these 
days, cannot do everything with- 
in a reasonable price range. 

\Vhat these latter comments 
add up to, in other words, is sim- 
ply a recognition that althougli 
this is the first “dialogue” of major 
calibre to appear on the Ameri- 
can scene, it must not be tlie last. 
!\‘e must hope that Shred and 
ji’ard, and other publishing 
houses as udl, will take Chris- 
tianity Dioidcd as a fine esample 
of the sort of thing we need, and 
proceed in subsequent volumes 
to “let the cbalogue continue.” 
This need not be done in  hope 
of immediate results-but one can 
l’enture the \vistful hope that 
someday, partially i1s a result of 
volumes such as this, and in es- 
chatological i f  not historical ful-  
fillment, the very title of the pres- 
ent volume will appear as no more 
than an interesting nnachronisni. 
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k n  analysis o f  portwar Amcrican defense strategy. this book 

crplores dccision-mating i n  mil i tary pol icy i n  an effort t o  dotcr- 

minc whcther tho normal pol i t ical processes aro capable o f  pro- 
ducing sufficicnt military strength t o  ensure survival and security. 
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'idith material drawn from Nehru's own spcochcs, interviews and 
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pcrturcr from, Gandhian principles. 
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From centuries o f  persecution suffered by world Jewry, Fr. Kee-' 
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Exodus and ending with the modern t e r r o n  o f  t he  Nazis and 
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Joscph Kraft. Doubleday. 263 pp. $4.50. 

A former editorial writer for  the Washington Post and the N e w  
York Times pictures a de  Gaulle poised "enigmatically" between 
words and deeds, whose policies are hampered by an unstable 
FLN on the one hand and the "profcsrional diehards" o f  the 
French Army on  the other. 
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A noted scholar o f  eighteenth-century thought recapitulates some 
o f  the leading themes o f  the Enlightenment that  have influenced 
the modern vicw of man and society. 

C h u r c k e r  in North A m e r i c a  

Gustave Wcigel, S.J. Helicon Press. 152 pp. $3.95. 

A guide t o  organized rel igion i n  our pldralistic society, this vol- 
ume providcs briof but  enlightening summaries o f  the forms of 
Christian fellowship being practiced today, their historical bact- 
grounds, composition, and beliefs. 
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