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THE TERRIBLE BALANCES 
To test or not to test? With his reluctant deci- 
sion to resume nuclear tests in the atmosphere, 
President Kennedy has answered this question. 
He has also advanced this nation-and the world 
-another step in the amis race, another step to- 
ward that uncertain and perilous future where 
a niore crucial decision will inevitably be made. 
In explaining the reasons for ordering further 
tests, the President removed from the arena of 
popular and even informed debate several ques- 
tions which have becn the focus of much dis- 
cussion. He also underlined the basic dileninia 
which remains unresolved. 

The ultimate basis for the decision was the 
assumption that it is the responsibility of the 
United States to maintain freedom and  security 
-security for itself and for all who feel their 
freedoni’is threatened and look to this count?’ 
for protection. \\‘ithin this contest, he argued, it 
is necessav to maintain and develop a nuclear 
force able to withstand a surprise attack and to 
retaliate with devastating effect. Considered as 
a deterrent, this force must be credible and ef- 
fective. If it fails as a deterrent, i.e., if the United 
States is subjected to attack, it must be able to 
survive and strike back. 

No one, hearing these words, can find coni- 
fort in the belief that we are preparing a deter- 
rent we have no intention of using under any 
proirocation. Such a belief is illuson; it is based 
on an optimism \vluch must seem, to most peo- 
ple, quite without foundation. 11‘e cannot take 
refuge in ei’en the cold comfort such an illrision 
invites. Our nuclear force is designed to be a 
deterrcnt, not simply a bluff \rluch, if called, 
would find us weaponless. I t  follows, of course, 
that as the amis race continues, the greater our  
deterrent force will be, and correspondingly 
greater will  be the devastation that might occur. 

If this is the case, why do we continue the 
arms race? l\71w not be satisfied with the striking 
power we no!;. have, a power which 11as fre- 
quentlv been described as great enough to shat- 

ter any country that attacks us? The President 
answered this question with all the clarity 
and openness that the complicated situation al- 
lows. I t  is not siniply a matter of developing 
niore destructive weapons, he stated; it is rather 
a need to develop a more sophisticated, more 
flesible arsenal of weapons, of developing supe- 
rior defenses, of gaining additional knowledge 
about both offensive and defensive potentialities. 

Analvses of the tests conducted by the Soviets 
last fail have gradually revealed that they did 
have a practical end and that they have substan- 
tially advanced Sotiet weaponry. If we wish to 
maintain the lead we now have, we have no al- 
ternative but to test. And if we do not niaintaiii 
that lead the possibilities of our political action, 
alreadv severely circumscribed, will be yet niore 
limit e;l , 
0 

These are not the only considerations in the 
political, militar), and moral calculations that led 
to the decision to test or not to test. They are only 
a few aspects of what must be weighed in the 
terrible balances. But the highly refined pruden- 
tial judgment that is called for in estimating the 
relative Lveight each should have is also called 
for in eviiluating ever). other aspect. There is no 
need to stress the fact that not every citizen or 
goveninient official made the same evaluation as 
the President. 

The present decision, in any case, is ail answer 
onh. to the most immediate problem. In this 
sa&e address the President said die “only real 
security in t h i s  age of nuclear peril rests not in 
arniament but in disarmament.” Is it n pnrados 
or is i t  a real contradiction to say that the road 
to disamianient leads through further arnia- 
ments, to say that an arnis race is the swiftest 
\vn\. to ieach arms control, to say that prepma- 
tioil for war is now the best‘ prcsenation of 
peace? Tlus is still the central dilemma; it re- 
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