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Are We in Danger of Losing the War, But Not the One We Prepare For? 

George H. Dunne, S.J. 

The proposition which I should like to offer is that 
by being escessively preoccupied with a war which, 
sliould it materialize, we  must certainly lose, we  are 
in serious danger of losing another war in which we 
are already engaged. The  \var which we fear and 
for which n.e feverishly prepare to tlie tune of 50 
billion dollars a year is thermonuclear war Lvith the 
Soviet Union. This is a war in which everyone would 
be the loser. To quote the f i s t  encyclical of 
John IXXIII, “So monstrous are the weapons which 
tlus age of ours has brought into being h a t  atl na- 
tions, both vanquished and would-be victors may 
expect nothing other than to be overtaken by  ini- 
measuruble destruction, immeasurable ruin.” In  the 
few years which have passed since these \vords were 
written the tveapons and the stock-piles of weapons 
have gro\vn even more monstrous. 

There is, however, another war, although not war 
in a technical or legalistic sense, in \vhich we are 
nlready actively engaged and Lvhich is being fought 
in Latin America, Africa, and in large parts of Asia. 
The outcome of this war will very probably deter- 
mine the fate of the world for hundreds of years to 
come. This is a war which we can lose although the 
bombs never fall. I t  is my contention that our pre- 
occupation with the war which may never come, 
unless mankind is doomed to its okvn destruction, 
makes us insuf6ciently sensitive to what is at  stake 
in the other war in \r.hich we are already involved. 

The war \vhich n.e fear, for which \ve prepare, 
\vliicli \vi11 destroy us both if i t  comes, is Ivnr \!,it11 the 
Soviet Union. The war in which we are already en- 
gaged in large areas of the globe is with Commu- 
nism. The  ttvo are not the same although they are 
admittedly related. That the Soviet Union is inter- 
ested in the promotion of Communism, that her ulti- 
mate goal is communist domination of the world is 
a truism. I t  would be folly to pretend anytlung else. 
But American policy has been largely based upon 
the assumption, shared by many of our citizens, that 
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m i l i t 9  aggression is the instrument by which the 
communists are planning to conquer the \vorld. 

This, I submit, is an erroneous and dangerous as- 
sumption. It is erroneous because there is nothing in 
communist doctrine and little in the historical record 
of communist practice to support it. It is, of course, 
not necessary to believe everything the communists 
say, but it is unwise to discount what they say among 
themselves when formulating and theorizing the doc- 
trines which make up their creed. No one is more 
dedicated to doctrine than the communist. No where 
in communist doctrine is war regarded ;IS the direct 
road to power. ReLYolution, not war, is the way by 
\vliicli Communism will rise to power. Few doc- 
trines are more deeply rooted in communist.ideology 
than tliis. ll‘ar has been traditionally considered an 
inevitable and fatal sickness of capitalist societies. I t  
liar; also been a part of communist belief that cap- 
italism u-iII resort to w a r  to destroy Conilnrlnisni. But 
i t  has not been und there is no contvincing evi ence 

tliev must resort to \var. 

that it is non‘ part of their belief that to rise to poiver P 

0 

Let me try not to be misunderstood. I am not say- 
ing thnt the communists have any special moral 
delicacy where war is concerned. 1 am only saying 
that it does not fit into thee  plans or emerge from 
their anal>rsis as a prudent means to achieve their 
goal. 

Nor do I see anything substantial in the historical 
record to contradict this. Certainly where a power 
vacuum has been created by war and the Soviet 
Union is in a position to fill that vacuum she will do 
so. Tlint n’as the case of communist ehTansion in 
Eastern Europe during and following \Vorld War 11. 
Certainly she will not hesitate to resort to military 
force, i f  the risks are not too great, to maintain a 
threatened communist position. That was the case of 
Hungary. But in neither of these cases, and in no 
other incident I can think of, do I see evidence of a 
readiness to rely upon war as a means of advancing 
the communist cause. 

Not war, therefore, but revolution is the road 
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wliicli will lead to communist conquest of the world. 
Revolution will occur from country to country as the 
objective conditions favorable to revolutions develop. 
Tlie communists will be as helpful as possible in 
encouraging diose conditions to develop and will 
m n k c  every effort to turn the revolutionary trend to- 
\yards communist goals. There is an abundance of 
ciidence to document this conclusion in Latin Amer- 
iw, beginning with Cuba, in Africa, in Asia, in Eu- 
rope, and even here at home. But generally commu- 
nists are convinced tliat the emergence of these rev- 
olutionary conditions is an inevitable consequence of 
tlie contradictions in die capitalistic system. 

I t  is tliis conviction, deeply rooted in communist 
di;iIcctic, \vliicli nccounts for the serene confidence 
of Kliruslicliev i n  the ultimate triumph of Commu- 
nism and makes it altogether probable that he is 
sincere in his desire for peaceful co-e.&tence. IVars 
wsged by capitalist countries upon each otlier are 
\vclcomed, not only because they confirm the validity 
of the Marxist analysis but because, by the economic 
dislociltion, the social chaos and tlie bitterness Lvhich 
they leave in their ivake, they greatly speed the ad- 
ven't of tlie rovolution. There is no doubt that Stalin 
\vclcomed \var bet\veen Nazi Gerniany and the allies 
and  is pleased to clear the way for i t  by his pact 
\r.itli Hitler. 

I vc'~) '  much doubt tliat lie \vas also pleased \\,hen 
lie ivas drawn into tlie war by Hitler's fateful attack 
upoii tlie Soviet Union. tliougli in the end the 
CIIUSC' of communist cspansion benefitted enormously, 
i t  is improbable that this fortuitous circumstance has 
c1sscriti;illy modified the doctrin;iire view. Because 
capitalist powers wi l l ,  if they can hope to \vin, resort 
to iviir to destroy Communism it is necessary to be 
prcpilred for war, to be able to threaten any agsres- 
sor \vit l i  total destruction if 11.3 should foolishly at- 
tclnpt to realize his design. This, I suggest, is Russian 
t l i inking on the subject. It is strikingly similar to our 
on'n tliinking. But \fiar is a risky business. The Rus- 
sians Iia\re not forgotten the enormous losses of 
\\'orld I1 nor how close they came to the brink 
of dis;ister. There is allvays the possibility of catas- 
troplir. \.\'ar could end in the destruction of the 
communist bases of power. lJ%o would risk losing 
liis shirt on the uncertain turn of a card when by 
stailding pat he holds a sure winner? 

I think it unl~kely that the opposite numbers of 
Rand Corporation thinkers in the Soviet Union are 
advocating launching Soviet missiles as a means of 
advancing the communist march to world conquest. 
No doubt like ourselves they have the missiles and 
tlie bombs and the plans for launching them in any 

of the many contingencies which could plunge them 
and us into the penultimate horror. Again I doubt 
that one of the plans envisages pushing the button 
as a means of furthering Communism. On the other 
hand, I am confident that their files bulge with sug- 
gestions on how to encourage and exploit revolution. 
For this is, as they see it, the sure winning hand 
which they hold and which it would be foolish to 
discard for the uncertainties of war. 

There is much in the historical record in favor of 
their view. Since IVorld IVar I1 one of the great SO- 

cia1 revolutions of history has been sweeping the 
world. The political face of Asia and Africa has been 

.) transformed, Latin America moves along the edge of 
the abyss. The free world has been slow to under- 
stand the nature of what has been happening and has 
not known what posture to adopt. What the West 
has had difficulty understanding, what many h e r -  
icans s t i l l  find difficulty understanding, is that some 
problems do not admit of a military solution. When 
a people have tired of being victimized and when 
they have learned that it is not necessary forever to 
be victimized, their just demands to be freed from 
colonialism as in Africa or from economic servitude 
as in Latin America or from a combination of both 
as in South East Asia, cannot be forever suppressed. 
Consider the contrast behveen Indo-China where the 
French tried fruitlessly and at enormous cost to im- 
pose a military solution and the newly independent 
states of \\.'est Africa, where a statesman like de 
Gnulle understood and courageously faced the facts 
of the historic period in which we live. The conimu- 
nists are installed in potver in North Vietnam whence 
they keep the \vhole of former French Indo-China 
and beyond in perpetual revolutionary ferment. In 
contrast ]Vest Africa is free, reasonably stable, and 
by her onm choice remains, lvith a single escep- 
tion, witlun the French family of nations. 

If we are today apprehensive that Algeria may 
veer towards the communist camp, it is because long 
after the objective conditions for revolution had 
matured the French refused to face reality and at- 
tempted, as they had earlier in Indo-China, to impose 
a military solution. Seven years of suppression and 
war pushed the revolution, as is always the case, in 
the direction of leftist extremism. The fact that 
Algeria is not already in the communist camp indi- 
cates the moderate position from which the revolu- 
tion began seven years ago. If our apprehensions 
prove groundless, it will be because de Caulle man- 
aged before it was too late, to overcome the in- 
transigence of the fanatical right. 
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The communists have accurately gauged the rev- 
olutionary temper of the underdeveloped, under- 
privileged and exploited peoples of the world. They 
are experts in revolution. The free world should 
know something about revolution since the freedoms 
it enjoys have been won by revolution. Despite this 
fact there is a certain squeamishness over the use of 
the word. This is probably in part because we tend 
to identify revolution with bloody uprisings, bar- 
ricades and bodies in the streets. This is not the o d y  
kind of revolution about which it is legitimate to 
speak. Christianity was a revolution which trans- 
formed Europe and built Western civilization. The 
industrial revolution changed the whole economic 
structure of society. The political codguration of 
Africa has been totally made over by a political rev- 
olution of estraordinary magnitude in the last ten 
years and, Ivith the esception of Algeria and the 
Congo, it has been achieved with a notable absence 
of violence and of bloodshed. 
0 

At this point one might reasonably ask what all 
tliis has to do with Catholic social doctrine. There 
are two basic principles from which all Catholic SO- 
cia1 teaching is derived. Both relate to a view of the 
nature of man which is supported both by Sacred 
Scripture and by philosophy. The first of these is a 
conviction about the dignity of the individual human 
person. The second is a conbiction about the solidar- 
ity of men. 

The struggle of man to free himself from social 
structures which inhibit the realization of or im- 
plicitly refuse the recognition of his dignity as a 
person is vindicated by Catholic social principles. 
The American Negro demanding to be freed from 
the imposed servitude of segregation, the African de- 
manding an end to colonial eqdoitation, the Latin 
American demanding deliverance from an archaic 
system of economic feudalism do not need to turn 
to hlarxism for support for their aspirations, They 
can find full support in Christian social principles. 
I hope it is understood that I am taking here a 
broad and general view of the world situation. I t  
will not then be thought that I am endorsing its each 
aspect and every detail when I say that the social 
revolution of which I speak is generally speaking a 
just revolution. 

The problem is to make Christians aware of this. 
Here we run into the age-old U c u l t y  of reconciling 
egoism with idealism. Christian principles are the 
most revolutionary principles in the world. But 
Christians have managed to make Christianity ap- 
pear to be the most static force in the world. This is 

because those who hove realized freedom for them- 
selves become fiercely attached to the status quo. 
They are fearful of change, fearful of freedom for 
others, fearful ieally of the dynamics of Christian 
principles. So they cling to the shell of Cllristian 
practice while denying its soul. They deny, distort, 
or ignore Catholic social doctrine. They we a menace 
to the cause of peace because, had they tlieir way, 
they would leave the people struggling to \ i  ndicate 
tlieir rights no one to look to but the communists. 
And the communists miss no chance to represent 
themselves as the sole champions of tlie people. 

Every person who speaks with the authority of 
first-hand knowledge warns of the critical danger in  
Latin America. The patience of the people of nearly 
every Latin American country with an unjust social 
system is wearing thin. A social structure in ~4licIi 
a handful of rich people, and I quote now tlie ausil- 
iary archbisliop of Rio de Janeiro, “not only own 
SO percent of the land but also control government 
and the deposit of public and private funds in the 
United States or Europe” is evil and should be de- 
stroyed. A social structure in which 75 percent of 
the people live “outside society” as, according to 
Senators Frei and Tomic, leaders of the Christian 
Democratic Party, they do in Chile, is evil and 
should be destroyed. Feudalism was not an entirely 
evil system of social orpnization. It fulfilled a pur- 
pose at a certain stage of social revolution. The lords 
of the manor enjoyed not only privileges but had 
responsibilities to their serfs. The serfs surrendered 
their liberty but enjoyed certain rights and received 
protection and security in eschange. But a system 
of feudalism in which the serfs are cast onto the 
dung heap and the lords of the manor monopolize 
all the privileges and scorn their responsibilities is 
not only an anachronism, it is an unrelieved evil and 
should be destroyed. 

Let me quote the bishops of Brazil in a joint 
message of July 14, 1962: 

I n  recent years tlic situation in  Bnz i l  has bcconie worsc; 
irrcsponsibility, cagemcss for gain, thc moral laxity 
of those who seck to weaken the chancier  of thc per- 
son and  thc sacred stability of tlic family arc now wide- 
spread and alniost syjtclliatic.. . . Atheistic communism 
activcly csploits tlie situation wliilc liberal capit n 1’ ism, 
n o  less athcistic, profits from communist agitation. 
Ncrer in th i s  country has tlicre becn greater or more 
criminal domination of cconomic forccs dircrtcd from 
their noble end of providing for the necds of the 
common good through thc j u s t  and equitable distribu- 
tion of wealth. T h e  opprcssive machine of ccrtniii in- 
satiable groups has caused deterioration of the coun- 
try’s political, cconomic and social situation through 
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rhc dynamics of cxorbitant profits, corruption in pol- 
itics and cspecially uncontrollable and  unlimited a p  
pctirc for gain.  Obviously we do not refer to small and 
mcdium enterprises or to the evcr more victimized 
a n d  isolntcd middle class. Il’e refer 10 fhose udro on 
f h c  p r c f c x f  ol comboling Commirnisrri, for  fear of 10s- 
irig their privileges, paradoxically nourish f h e  p r o p -  
ug‘inda o f  s i c b r w s i ~ ~ e  ideas and cxiiausl f l ie patience of 
ilic p o o r . .  . . I n  this land so rich and  SO generous thcre 
niurt bc 311 cnd oncc a n d  for a11 to the dcpressing 
s p c c i x l c  of pcople lined up to procure some vital  
~ icccss i~ ics ,  w1ic.n w e  all know tlicre is no lack of beans, 
o r  s u p r .  or ricc, but rathcr a lack of public spirit a n d  
1 1 0  l ini i t  IO unresmincd  thirst lor dislioncst @ins. 

“Tlicre must be an end once and for all”-that is 
die bishops’ way of saying this evil social structure 
must be destroyed. That is \vhat I say and \\,hat any- 
one \vi10 believes in the dignity of the human person 
must sa)’. 

Brazil, I should point out, is probably the most 
;itlx;inced nation, technically and scientifically, in 
Latin :imerica. I t  has tremendous undeveloped nat- 
iirnl rcsourccs. It has a surplus of fertile soil. Small 
\yonder t l int  the patience of tlie poor is becoming 
c;ali;iustcd. \ \ ‘h i t  is true of Brazil is tiue, mutatis 
t i i r i lu i rd i r .  of other Latin ;\mcrican countries gener- 
ally. They move rapidly towards tlie realization 
Iiopcfully anticipated by the communists of those 
objcctivc conditions in Ivhich revolution becomes in- 
cvi tnble. 

I11 m~1i:it direction \vi11 the revolution move? That 
depends upon us a t  least as much as upon the c%m- 
munists. The Cuban revolution against Batista’s 
t;\.r;iiiny \viis a just revolution. Had tlie United States 
lieen cle;irly identified as a friend and supporter of 
that just cuuse, is it likely that Castro would have 
becii able so easily to pene r t  his own movement and 
niake Cuba over into a communist camp? Now there 
is still talk among us of naval blockades, economic 
s;iiictions, e\‘cn military invasion. The talk is much 
more dangerous tlian the presence of Russian tech- 
nicians in Cuba. But it IeaLVes no doubt where our 
svmpatliics lie. Had there been such talk during 
Batista’s reign there might have been no doubt 
ivhere our sympathy lay. As it was, it was not difE- 
cult for Castro to esploit the doubts of those-and 
tlicre ;ire still many-who look upon him as their 
liberator. 

Tlierc \ r i l l  be other Cubas unless we are able to 
direct the re\.olutionary current in the direction of 
frecdon;. The hour is late. The struggle is grim. The 
odds arc not at  a11 in our favor. Venezuela provides 
an csnmple \vllich should serve as a warning to us 
of ho\v tlie odds mount against us when the forces 

of true freedom enter the struggle late in the day. 
In Venezuela and under farsighted leadership a gen- 
uine effort is being made to bring freedom both from 
political and from economic servitude to the people 
and to realize the genuine democratic ideal. But the 
effort comes late and after too long an  experience 
with tvranny. As a consequence the struggle for free- 
dom and democracy has become a desperate one and 
the issue remains in doubt. 

IVlietlier we should become involved in these mat- 
ters is not a matter of option with us. Isolationism 
escept in the very restricted sense in which IVashing- 
ton spoke, was never a viable doctrine. I t  certainly 
has no role to play in the ivorld in which we live 
today, in u~liich, as Pope John ,XU11 has pointed out, 
“individunl nations can no longer adequately solve 
their major problems in their.owvn environments and 
ivith their own resources.” But even before science 
and technology, as the Pope says, made us “more and 
more interdependent,” we  were involved in each 
other’s problems by the solidarity of human nature. 
i1.e are, whether we  like it or not, our brother’s 
keeper. Il’e cannot be indifferent to the miser). of our 
neighbor. 

I t  is this blindness to the real nature of the strug- 
gle in Ivhich nre are engaged and this insensitivity 
to our obligntions that is the real threat to peace. 
If  Latin ;Imerica, Africa, Southeast Asia are lost to 
Communism ive shall have irretrievably lost all hope 
of peace. Here then is where our major energies 
sliould be directed rather than to the making of more 
and bigger bombs which can serve no end escept the 
total destruction of all the accumulated nisdom, art, 
and science of mankind and the annihilation, as 
John S S I I I  has reminded us, of humanity itself. The 
moment the thermonuclear bombs begin to fall we 
have lost both war and peace. On the other hand, 
e\ven though by some unlikely good fortune n.e man- 
age to be spared this dread armageddon, we shall 
have lost if w e  fail to win the social revolution 
which boils and bubbles in the volcanic world about 
us. This is the only policy to which the expression 
“no win” policy can be intelligibly applied. I need 
not point out how far this is from what those \vho 
are so fond of using the phrase have in mind. 

Have \ve a chance of \vinning this refrolution and 
thus the cold w‘ar? I am sometimes pessimistic, some- 
times optimistic, varying with events. I am pessimistic 
Ivhen I see the United States’ Congress slashing for- 
eign aid programs, including the estremely modest 
Peace Corps budget, while quickly approving enor- 
mous exFenditures for military and thermonuclear 



establishments: For the fiscal year 1963, 50 billion 
dollars appropriated for the weapons of war, while 
the modest 4.7 billion dollars requested for foreign 
aid was ruthlessly slashed to. 3.9 billion dollars. And 
of this latter figure, it should be added, 1.3 bitlion 
dollars goes not for economic but for military aid. 
Among the items slashed was that of the Peace Corps 
budget, reduced to 59 million dollars. Again I am 
pessimistic when I observe young firebrands in imi- 
tation of older and therefore more ri&culous fire- 
brands, brandishing bombs and demanding mili- 
tary solutions to d l  the problems of international 
affairs. 

I am optimistic when I meet young Americans 
such as the more than 300 Peace Corps volunteers 
wliom 1 helped train at Georgetown University this 
past summer for senice in Ethiopia and Afghanistan. 
Unlike the former, they are a type of firebrand whom 
1 can admire and who keep alive my hope. They are 
not talking a brave fight. They have enlisted in the 
struggle where the issue is really joined. They are 
not mouthing slogans about more positive policies, 
which in the contest usually mean war policies, they 
are carrying out a positive policy. Inspired by a 
sense of the dignity of man and of their solidarity 
Ivitli ill1 men they offer their talent, large or small, 
and some of tile best years of their lives to help 
other people struggle up through the darkness to 
freedom and justice. 250,000 Peace Corps volunteers 
overseas would give me more hope for peace and 
more assurance of security than 250,000 nuclear 
bombs in our arsenals. 

No one will think that I am suggesting that the 
Peace Corps is alone the ansiver to these enormous 
problems. Peace Corps \volunteers cannot lay the 
foundations for the industrial development, bring 
about the far-reaching agrarian reform, build the 
S C ~ ~ O O ~ S ,  the houses, the roads, the dams, or accom- 
plish all the other major transformations that the 
revolution requires. But the Peace Corps volunteers 
are a sjmbol and it is as such that I introduce them 
into my remarks. These people, as I kne!v them in 
our Georgetown program, age 19 to 67, gave me 
confidence that besides the tiresome people who 
have nothing to offer but meaningless slogans out of 
our isolationist and laissez-faire past, there does esist 
in this country a reservoir of generous and dedicated 
people of all ages anxious to respond to the challenge 
of our time and only waiting to be summoned. If 
their understanding of the true nature of the strug- 
gle, their dedication to idealism can be commu- 
nicated to the country as a whole, there may be hope 
for us yet. 
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