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Indeed “there is a great gulf 
fised behveen churchmanship 
and citizenship, between religious 
insight and political wisdom, be- 
tiyeen theology and political sci- 
ence.” (Author’s Preface). One 
~vould hope, wistfully, that this 
brief “attempt to build some con- 
ceptual bridges behveen religion 
and politics for both churchmen 
and scholars” might be widely 
read bv the uncommitted and the 
uncon<inced. Unfortunately its 
public \vi11 probably fall into hvo 
camps. First are those who, in 
lieart>. agreement nidi most of 
tvhat Geyer says, slump beneath 
the familiarity of argument and 
the futility of implementation. 
Second are those determined to 
amputate either pole of the di- 
alectic, since “piev” is as d i r v  
a ivord among political “realists” 
as “politics” is among many 
church people. Incidentally, if 
“piety” ivas chosen as an alliter,a- 
tive alternative to “religion,” it 
may be misleading; i f  i t  refers to 
Christianity’s pietis tic irrelevance, 
implicit in certain chapters, i t  
may be unfortunate. 

Enliglitcned readers will have 
no quiirrel with Geyer’s theme. 
(And tliev will welcome the as- 
surance that a‘perl~aps the most 
sophisticated approach to reli- 
gious elites in the field of foreign 
policy discussion is being em- 
ployed by tlie Council on Religion 
and International Affairs,” even 
if “such a group has only a mar- 
ginal relationship to the power 
structures of Protestantism.P) 
That tlieme is simply the internc- 
tion behveen religious e-xperience 
and the world stage. The author, 

Dr. Locy, who is a member of 
thc faculty of Duke Univereity, 
teaches courses in internotional 
d a h .  

- 

Country Between Religion and Politics 
an ordained Methodist minister 
and chairman of the political sci- 
ence department at hlary Bald- 
win College, appeals for both a 
religious world Lriew and a world- 
ly view of religion. 

Geyer also pleads for “theory 
in both religion and politics and 
in the intermediate country be- 
tween them.” But he does not 
provide it-at least in any form 
that is clear to this reviewer. In- 
stead he resorts to typology, pre- 
senting his very effecti\re ma- 
terial under SLY headings: Reli- 
gion as a source of loyalty, as a 
sanction for loyalty, as a sanction 
for conflict, as a source of con- 
flict, as a sanctuary from conflict, 
and as a reconciler of conflict. 
Even the number of pages per 
chapter (9, 19, lS, 97, 13, 32 re- 
spectively) indicates something 
of the Procrustean bed which re- 
sults, If one interprets the 
author’s attitudes aright, religion 
as a source of loyalty proves to 
be a somewhat negative picture, 
the sanction for loyalty rather 
neutral and inconclusive, and the 
sanction for contlict a positive 
but highly critical interpretation. 
IVhen this typology receives 
graphic representation in the Ap- 
pendix as in some sense a pro- 
gression, it becomes of dubious 
usefulness. (But since the author 
does not make too much of these 
headings, the reader should not.) 

IVhat Professor Geyer does pro- 
\<de within this framework is a 
clear, concise, and thought-pro- 
voking account of the role of the 
church and of Christian ethics in 
the realm of international affairs. 
He would not want to call it an 
indictment; if the net impression 
is negative, that is the fault of 
American Christians, not the au- 
thor. We are reminded, for ex- 
ample, that “church-attenders 
were found to be less tolerant 
in the maintenance of constitu- 
tional liberties than were non- 
church-attenders,” and that “the 

greatest opposition to increased 
overseas aid and to increased im- 
migration comes from those areas 
of the country where Protestant 
churches are strongest.” One be- 
gins to wonder whether, after all, 
the American people know the 
facts-and the moral principles at 
stake-and simply do not care. 
But this involves an area of ser- 
monizing which Geyer strictly 
abjures. 

He does, however, make shrewd 
observations about some of the 
causes. “In foreign policy matters, 
religious pronouncements com- 
monly do not filter down to the 
local constituencies at all.” For 
this he blames the moral ambigu- 
ities within the church itself, 
tlie structural rigidity and isola- 
tion w i t h  the organizations, the 
trivial impact of religious beliefs 
on secular decisions, and the 
“worldly” ignorance of Many 
church spokesmen. “Tl’hen reli- 
gious elites ignore the mix of eth- 
ical and technical dilemmas in- 
volved in decision-making,” he 
says, “they become irresponsible 
leaders of public opinion.” 

Concerned Christians will ask 
Dr. Geyer, as they ask aU portra - 
ics, what can be done about this 
sad state of da i r s .  This author 
makes a valiant attempt to sug- 
gest some answers, but they are 
squeezed into the last fifteen 
pages and (to mis metaphors) 
fall into some dangerous “booby- 
traps.” Geyer begins with theo- 
logical education, a limited pur- 
view which may reveal the nar- 
row audience he himself antici- 
pates for his work. As a seminary 
teacher, this reviewer can only 
acknowledge the meagerness of 
past efforts (cited from Gabriel 
Almond, 1950), coupled with the 
assertion that some schools are 
e.xpanding their coverage of so- 
cial e h c s  and world affairs, 
despite the real and continuing 
obstacles which Geyer lists. 

ers or purveyors of descriptive e ti: - 
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Secondly, there lies the prob- 
lem of responsibility and rele- 
vancy on the part of Christian 
laymen. Most preachers have 
been told at  some time, “Race 
relations constitute a social and 
economic problem, not a moral 
and spiritual one,” or ‘Tastor, you 
stick to the Gospel and let us 
businessmen handle labor and 
foreign trade.” The clergy may 
ask in return if and when lay- 
men themselves are willing to 
carry their Cluistian faith, not 
merely their technical know-how, 
into the secular world. In this sec- 
tion Geyer includes n brief but 
hard-hitting demand for an un- 
derstanding of “controversy,” 
“compromise,” and “consensus” 
as “positive terms in the Christian 
vocabulary, . . . a precondition 
of both political freedom and 
spiritual vitality.” 

In appealing for more repre- 
sentatiLVe participation in every 
aspect of church life, Geyer 
”stuck his neck out”-and has al- 
ready had it chopped. “Preacher- 
and-‘female-dominated Christian 
education, missions, and social ac- 
tion are arrayed against en- 
trenched and defensive laymen 
who are zealously preoccupied 
with institutional preservation” he 
wrote. Very quickly, one mission 
executive informed the reviewer 
(who had not then read the 
book) that Geyer was against 
women running mission activities. 
The complete passage, however, 
seems to report an inescapable 
fact-that women do provide the 
majorit).. of effort, time, money, 
initiative, etc., not only for mis- 
sions, but for social action-and 
it contains an appeal for men to 
share more actively in these 
“substantive areas of church pro- 
gram.” 

But only three pages later 
there is another esample of care- 
less language that is unfortunate- 
ly open to crucial misinterpreta- 
tion. “The ‘togetherness’ theme 
has produced somewhat senti- 
mental family devotions and fam- 
ily recreation, the effect of which 
may be simply to help white, 

middle-class suburban families to 
escape the most crucial conflicts 
which confront the American na- 
tion.” White, middle-class sub- 
urbia is fair game in all quarters 
these days, but its evils are not 
caused by family devotions and 
family recreation. In fact, the 
families which pray together and 
play together are far more likely 
to display the internationalism 
which Geyer wants (CARE pack- 
ages, foreign pen pals, guests of 
other races and nations, parents 
involved in worthy causes) than 
those which lack this scorned “to- 
getherness. ” 
e 

The last two sections of tlie 
book do not quite fit in the what- 
can-we-do-about-it category. One 
discusses the vast, impersonal 
problem of war and peace, and 
suggests a list of ten attitudes 
which should be acceptable to 
pacifist and non-pacifist alike. The 
positive policies are admirable, 
though one may wonder whether 
anybody really doubts “that the 
elements of risk and sacrifice nc- 
company any conceivable for- 
eign policy.” There is, finally, 
“the internal arena of conflict,” 
tlie place where foreign policy 
depends on Christian comniit- 
nient. Here one might \vish that 
Geyer-the-politician had left more 
room for Geyer-the-theologian to 
clarify his position. Brief refer- 
ences to the “triangular relntion- 
ship” of a Christian’s piety, his 
patriotism, and a wider universal 
loyalty clamor for fuller dclinea- 
tion. \!%at is the connection be- 
tween the Christian community 
and the non-Christian world in 
concrete areas of international af- 
fairs? How docs “the prophetic 
tradition of the Scriptures” apply 
its “theology of conflict” to secu- 
lar societies? And does the “Rev- 
erend Geyer” really mean to 
cqtintc “tlie new kind of Chris- 
tian for whom the world is \\*nit- 
ing: the person whose way of 
life is to take up all the world’s 
struggles within himself. . . .” 
with “him (in whom) all the full- 

ness of God tvas pleased to 
dwell”? 

In one final area, Professor 
Geyer deserves special commen- 
dation. The battle between ”real- 
ism” and “idealism” in interna- 
tional relations has largely sub- 
sided as a victory for the Ken- 
nans and hforgenthaus  a n d  
Thompsons and Lefevers and 
Niebuhrs. Indeed, the portrait of 
churchly piety which Geyer draws 
has been sketched by such ”real- 
ists’’ in bolder strokes before. 
But the present author is un- 
willing to yield the battle with- 
o u t  a protest. He acknowledges 
that “‘idealists’ have all too often 
failed to recognize the ineLitable 
and pervasive qualities of con- 
flict,” have fluctuated behveen 
perfectionism and disillusionment. 
But he goes on to charge that 
the “realists,” have been equally 
blinded by their dogmatic pes- 
simism about the nature of man 
and the nature of evil. They have 
failed, he says, to understand the 
iriiplicnfiotis of God’s Trans- 
cendence, of Creation, of the In- 
carnation, of the Church ns the 
Body of Christ, tlie “core (of 
faith) \\rliich truly nourishes and 
sustains the ministry of recon- 
ciliation.” (This hlethodist re- 
viewer would like to think that 
some l!\’eslevan theology has em- 
boldened this hiethodist author 
to take this final stand ilgainst 
tlie hopelessness of much so-called 
“realism.”) 

hfany of those who struggle 
with the relation of p iev  and 
politics on the American scene 
begin to feel as did Franklin D. 
Roosevelt, whom Geyer quotes: 
“To change anything . . . is like 
punching a feather bed. You 
punch it with your right and you 
punch it nith your left until 
are finally exhausted, and Jz: 
you find tlie damn bed just as it 
was before you started punch- 
ing.’’ Geyer’s book is not substan- 
tial enough to offer any radical 
new frame for political &cs, but 
i t  puts a lot of Christian issues 
into proper shape for those who 
do more than just punch away. 
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The  Teachiog of  Con tempt :  

Christian Roots of  Anif-Semliism 
Jules Isaac. Holt. Rinehart & Winston. 154 pp. $4.00. 
In  this volume, the first of the late French historian's boots to 
be  published i n  English, Jacobs disputes three main iheses of 
anti-Semitic doctrine: "The Dispersion of the Jews: Providential 
Punishment for the Crucifixion"; "The Degenerate State of Juda- 
ism a t  the Time of Jesus"; and "The Cr ime of Deicide." 

E t h i c a l  Resources f o r  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Re la t i ons  

Harvoy Seifert. Westminster. 88 pp. $1.25. 

Prof. Soifert bolieves lhat  a stalemate has been roached i n  the 
approach of the Christian public t o  political, economic and so- 
cial problcms facing the international community. He endeavors 
t o  open up now dimensions of thought and involvement based on 
"tho closest approximations t o  tho norm o f  love possible under 
existing circumstances." 

The C b r i r t i a n  Faith and War in t h e  N u c l e a r  Age 

Abingdon. I08 pp. $1.00. 

Tho special study commission which prepared this repor t  for The 
Methodist Church, concerned itself not only with setting for th  
tho broad guidelines for individual and Church responsibility in 
tho contemporary world, but  also with giving a "Christian evalu- 
ation" of tho modorn theories o f  war and deterronce--counter- 
force. l imited war, Nth powor problem etc. 

The End of Alliance 
Ronald Steel. Viking. 148 pp. $3.75. 

NATO. "an ingrained dogma of American foreign policy," con- 
tinues in existence because U.S. designs for Europe have never 
kept pace with tho postwar recovery of the region, the author 
asserts. Among the areas affected b y  American intransigence 
which Steel Cites are German reunification, Soviet-American re- 
lations and the nuclear deterrent. 

Shaplng the Future 

Robert R. Bowie. Columbia. I18 pp. $3.50. 

The problems of planning, during e per iod of revolutionary 

change, a pol icy for a future world "congenial t o  freedom," are 
analyzed by Dr. Bowie here. For his discussion he hac drawn 
upon the trends and losrons of  the postwar period, has exam- 
ined the quest for At lant ic  unity, and has considered the diK- 
culties of implementing plans once they have been made. 

P o w e r  in W a s h i n g t o n  

Douglarr Cater. Random House. 275. pp. $4.95. 

The Reporte/s national affairs editor has taken "A Cr i t ica l  Look 
a t  Today's Slrugglo t o  Govern in the Nation's Capital," assess- 
ing the highly fragmented power structure which has emerged 
in Washington since W o r l d  W a r  II. 
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