
pilgrimage of Father Camilo Torres, from his pro- 
fessional work as a sociologist in the university to 
participation in a guerrilla movement, is not the more 
responsible act. 

A t  any rate, the question of supporting armed in- 
surrection focusing in a guerrilla movement is the 
order of the day. A major stimulus has come from 
the writings of Regis Debray, a young French jour- 
nalist-philosopher now a prisoner in Bolivia. Debray 
argues that a total national struggle of liberation 
centering around guerrilla tactics is not only possi- 
I l k  in Latin America; it is the only solution. He  
further contends that the laws for the success of such 
an effort can be worked out scientifically in each sit- 
uation, especially in the light of the Cuban experi- 
ence, and proceeds to indicate the main lines of such 
an effort, By doing this in a powerful way, Debray 
has given a tremendous impulse to the movement 
toward armed insurrection in Latin America. . . . 

I t  is still too early to predict what will be the fu- 
ture of these movements. But my guess is that we 
are now witnessing the beginning of a new stage in 
the revolutionary struggle in Latin America, in which 
guerrilla warfare and the type of political action re- 
lated to it will play a central role. Whatever happens 
to the guerrilla groups now in existence, new focal 
points will appear across Latin America; and their 
existence will confront the new generation with a 
problem of conscience and a call to revolutionary 
action, as nothing in the past has been able to do. 

If this should materialize, and if the United States 
continues to follow its present policy, we will even- 
tually be involved in a struggle in Latin America that 
will make even less sense than our present war in 
Vietnam. We will be caught with the impossible task 
of shoring up regimes that will be unable to bring 
about development, to offer a viable political struc- 
ture, or to mobilize a new generation for building a 
new society. We will create a situation in which our 
involvement will increase at the same time that pres- 
sures for independent, national selfhood become 
greater, and thus we will be hated by all those except 
the small ruling class who will depend on us to re- 
main in power, 

We will thus be seen as the major cause of growing 
social disintegration in a situation in which our mil- 
itary intervention will of necessity increase. 

There is no reason why we have to fall inevitably 
into this trap. But to avoid it will require a radical 
reorientation of perspective toward Latin America 
on our part, as well as in intense long-term political 
struggle to change our policy, by all those who are 
unwilling to sit back with folded hands and await 
the approaching apocalypse. 

REVOLUTION & HOPE 
FOR THE FUTURE 
U l j  Goebel 

“Be like God who destroys 
with His left hand what 
He created with His right . . .” 

B. Traven 

I know what you are going to say. Revolutions are 
bloody. In the end the pathology of power grinds 
under foot not only the King-priest, Louis XVI, but 
also Saint-Just and Robespierre. Heads roll left and 
right. All dams are torn down and the unrestrained 
waters rush on to crush all who dare to raise their 
heads above the intoxicated masses. Not unreason- 
ably you mention Edmund Burke. His nostalgia for 
continuity and change contained by the scaffolds of 
time speaks very forcefully to my informed human 
instincts. In part, yours is the voice of heredity and 
sacred traditions, and Burke reflects truly on a mon- 
ster when he launches himself against the national 
decapitation wrought by the Assembly. I t  is always 
an ugly sight to watch a son slay his father. But we 
should never be so foolish as to forget Oedipus Rex 
and the tragic realities of unavoidable generational 
battles. Your Burke tries to ignore what must be 
confronted. The myth of English stability is exploded 
the moment one looks closely at  the seventeenth 
century. You see, it is just as easy to understand Judy 
Collins when she sings of liberty and tearing down 
the walIs I 

I venture to suggest, somewhat timidly to be 
sure, that the hope for humanity in the future lies 
with those who today foment revolution throughout 
the world. You can justify denouncing Stokely Car- 
michael, H. Rap Brown, Che Guevara, Cksar Montes, 
the Revolutionary Action Movement, the Black Pan- 
ther Party, the Viet Cong and Haight Ashbury hippies 
all you wish on the basis of reasoned examination. 
But you cannot ignore them and the undeniable fact 
that they have a strange and oddly attractive sense 
of fascination about them1 Look around yourself. 

Mr. Goebel is a member of the political science fac- 
ulty of John Carroll University, Cleveland. 
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What are you defending in Vietnam? What happened 
in Greece? Will it really help to enforce the law in 
our decaying urban centers? The young are trained 
for jobs with an absolute minimum of spiritual self- 
development and awareness. They are burdened with 
the glorious traditions of a prefabricated cultural 
heritage and placed before machines, which will soon 
enable them to solve problems in calculus without 
ever having studied and appropriated intelligently 
even the rudiments of mathematics. Science and 
technology reign supreme. Harmony, solidarity, 
efficiency and progress are the passwords to future 
death. 

The world has gone wrong. There is no room left 
for man. We suffer from the crisis manager mentality. 
In Moscow, London, Washington, Paris, Bonn and 
any number of other world capitals sit the builders 
of balancing systems of blood, steel and blackmd. 
Missiles breed counter-missiles and cluster warheads. 
Executives sire cyborgs. Statesmen make room for 
systems analysts. Tfie evil spirits that inhabit the 
Pentagon are machines that depend on men to pro- 
gram them intelligently. But the power we have cre- 
ated here has far outdistanced our ability to control 
it. The demon of mechanized inertia has infiltrated 
the very marrow of our society. The greatest fools are 
the “doves” who think they can bring pressure to 
bear within the bureaucracy to mitigate the madness 
we have fallen prey to. They and all the other great 
statesmen who keep reassuring us are without power. 

The modem European ethos and the industrial 
revolution have unleashed a monster. About this 
there is no longer any argument. We smell danger 
in the air like smog anchored in thick clouds over 
our great cities. Perceptive minds have been warning 
us for some time now. Jose Ortega y Gasset, Romano 
Guardini, Gabriel Marcel, Karl Jaspers, Lewis Mum- 
ford and lesser culture critics approach our emerging 
world civilization from different points of view and 
they often have little in common as concerns specifics. 
But they have all sensed that something is amiss. If 
you choose not to believe them-regard them as 
apocalyptic prophets of doom - I would have you 
regd once again Jean- Jacques Rousseau’s Discourse 
on the Origin of Znequality and the early writings of 
Karl Marx. 

I no longer marvel at the existence of such a 
prophetic minority. If there were no insurrections, 
demonstrations, mass withdrawals and outraged social 
satire, I would have to despair. The salvation of hu- 
manity in particular individuals depends on the 
revolutionary spirit - but not on the totalitarian bias 

of concrete revolutions! I find Albert Camus’ argu- 
ment very much to the point. L’homme rkuoltk must 
avoid the escape from freedom (Erich Fromm) 
into totalitarian systems of dogma and action. But 
today the revolted man rebels physically. 

Let me be quite clear. I look with profound disgust 
on any resort to violence. But the human spirit, 
which acts in time and space as body, indistinguish- 
able from its physical manifestation as words, sym- 
bols or gestures, can only take so much. It has been 
said often that the best breeding ground for revolu- 
tion is a fascist regime of the classical, barbarian, 
military variety. Nothing is closer to the truth. Che 
Guevara, C h a r  Montes and the National Liberation 
Front thrive on the oppressive measures of dictatorial 
juntas. Who can retain his self-respect in Bolivia, Gua- 
temala, South Vietnam, Greece, Nicaragua and less 
obviously authoritarian and totalitarian societies to- 
day and not take up the banner of guerrilla warfare? 
In a country like Greece the choice is clear. Either 
one joins in spilling blood or becomes a collaborator 
with oppression through apathy. The guilt that is 
born by many who take the latter route must be close 
to unbearable. 

I tell you I am genuinely fond of Burke. He 
speaks to basic convictions deep inside of me. I 
believe in speech and reason. Without these there is 
no future. Again I urge you to look around. You may 
have sneered condescendingly when you read re- 
cently that Jean-Paul Sartre expressed the conviction 
that dialogue with America had become impossible. 
Don’t you see? Sartre is not so wrong after all. Dia- 
logue takes place in our society only in terms of a 
prestructured system of values, symbols and refer- 
ences. How can you still talk about freedom in Viet- 
nam? The word has been gutted. 

Our children are being bombarded with a set of 
traditions that not even the “freedom schools” can 
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break through in the black community - the most 
alienated of all, who nevertheless are still firmly an- 
chored to an oppressive ethos individually and col- 
lectively. The few who have broken through, with 
the agony of turning their backs on friends and 
family, invariably take the road of progressive radi- 
calism. iVhat else is left them? Revolted they seek 
first to speak and when that fails-because their 
words fall dead- from the fortifications our culture 
has built up - they turn physically to more effective 
means than words. Who is at fault for Robert 
Williams’ defection to mainland China if not the 
white citizens of Monroe, North Carolina? 

The “just assassins” have appeared in our land as 
they did in Russia before the holocaust. That con- 
firms one of my deepest fears and suspicions. We are 
living in a society that is sick with guilt and aliena- 
tion. There are hvo ways out: escape into totalitarian 
dogma-and that may not be too far off, it matters 
little whether it be of the “left” 01 “right” - or re- 
bellion of the type described so well by Camus in 
Lcs justes, Le mythe de Sisyphe and L’homme rLvo1tb. 
Staughton Lynd, Tom Hayden, Martin Luther King, 
James Meredith, Stokely Carmichael and many others 
- these men are not revolutionary conspirators with 
a disciplined organization and doctrinaire program 
for the establishment of a proletarian dictatorship. 
Quite the contrary. They are self-conscious, tortured 
spirits in search of meaning and full of agony at the 
insanity that confronts them. Who would not despair 
at a society that has just now committed itself to a 
multi-billion dollar anti-missile program, the outcome 
of which can only be to encourage the other side to 
build again enough offensive missiles to neutralize 
completely the efficacy of our defense? At the same 
time our urban ghettos continue to smolder with no 
relief in sight. The obscenity of this situation is too 
obvious for words. 

0 

I do not want violence. But it is with us and cannot 
be avoided. That is why it is morally unjustifiable 
today to oppose authentic revolutionaries. They carry 
the truth of humanity on their shoulders, no matter 
how ill-informed or vicious they may be in the con- 
crete situations of their activity. What threatens 
man more than anything else is Lewis Mumford’s 
megamachine with its mythological ritual, techno- 
cratic priesthood and pathological intoxication with 
power - that is, crisis management. Hegel knew what 
he was saying: war is good for the health of the 
state. It sanitizes! And once you’ve got a good one 
going, there is no stopping it. 

But there is something highly encouraging about 

Vietnam. I speak here as a free man in a society I 
intend to help keep free: The most complex military 
mechanism history has ever produced is being de- 
feated by half-naked human bodies and the raw cour- 
age of unflinching determination. No, I would not 
like to live in North Vietnam. And I am the fmt to 
realize that the National Liberation Front is basically 
Communist in orientation and leadership. The fact 
remains that we are fighting a total war against a 
people largely determined, even in the face of the 
terror of American fire power, to support the guer- 
rillas who are making the claim to effective political 
leadership. 

Fidel Castro came to power with almost unanimous 
popular acclaim in Cuba. He has declared himself 
to be a Marxist-Leninist and has brought into being 
on that unhappy island an authoritarian regime. Yet, 
few can dispute that he has probably done more to 
“sanitize” Cuban society than anyone before him. 
The dogma is there, to be sure, but oppressive tradi- 
tions and social institutions have been gotten rid of. 
Vested interests have been destroyed and the Cuban 
people now have the opportunity for the first time in 
their long colonial history of creating a new society 
with an indigenous culture not dependent exclusively 
on American business and tourism. A new class has 
made its appearance, as in Yugoslavia. Rebellion will 
have to continue. We have the example of outraged 
writers in Russia, Yugoslavia, Czechoslovakia and 
other *‘new class” societies. But on the whole the 
dictatorial regimentation of “communism” has often 
turned out to be far healthier than reaction. 

I insist on speaking to you about this, fully aware 
of the violence often done by mere words. But there 
is hope in the free thrust of speech; and some of the 
grosser forms of coercive violence, of which we are 
far more guilty today than other peoples on the face 
of our ill-fated globe, may yet be avoided. Neverthe- 
less, regardless of what ultimately happens, I am con- 
vinced that the revolutionaries carry forward the hu- 
man spirit. You will understand in the end that the 
slavery of service in the megamachine takes your life 
without compensation. You may well be the victor. 
That would bring history to an end quite conclusively 
for some time to come if not finally. I am sure you 
understand what I am suggesting. 

SPECIAL RATES are available for college and 
university classes and groups who wish 10 or 
more worldoiew subscriptions to be sent to one 
address. 
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