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This book discusses problems and 
questions concerning the future of 
the world on a far broader basis 
than is customary. Its horizon is 
wide; it is not concerned with any 
particular Ixilancc of power be- 
t w w n  nations, r;icc‘sI classes, or 
iritcrcst l h c s ,  iior is it concerncd 
\vith solving pirticular strategic 
or diploinntic di1enini;is. The book 
is not so iiiiich international in, im- 
port as simply sul”rii;‘tiorinl. It 
is nlso pnrticrilnrl!~ wide in scopc~ 
i n  thc seIisc1 thnt it cnnnot be 
placcd within n n ~ r  particular intel- 
1cIctii;il discipline. nasing his dis- 
cussion on cstcwsi\.c> data from the 
physical sciences and from techno- 
1ogic:il :ichieiwiients nnd predic- 
tions. Ferkiss pursues his argu- 
mcmt m;iinly in the realm of the 
social scicnccs. whicli is his home 
tcrritory ;is t i  scliolnr. IVithout 
npolofiy li(> concludcs the study b y  
clcri\.ing ccartain cthicnl norms. 

Thoiich co\wing a colossal 
range of fact ;ind thcory, which 
thv ;iritlior acknowlcdgcs he put 
toKcthcr ov(’r thc spacc’ of thrcc. 
ycsrs. th(. 1)ook is scwrely fo- 
crisscd on ;I sinal1 clustcr of central 
issws. Tlic t h i s  is fairly simple. 
\\7e hn\.c all m;inncr of predictions 
concrrninc thc futurc, of man. 
r;iiigiiig from ccstatic optimism to 
thc ccrt;iinty of doom. People 
commonly f w l  powerless in the 
fact. of t h e  predictions. and this 
incliidw not onl!. the “man in the 
street” hiit nlso the very scientists 
:in d high -powvr e d tcchn ologis ts on 
\vhosc \vork these predictions arc 
h r d .  Thr first contention in the 
;irithor’s thesis is that the future is 
indrrcl lwing ni:ide in the present 
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but it is in no way being shaped 
without our participation and con- 
sent. Human societies are always 
dependent on their technological 
foundations, but are never com- 
pletely determined by them. Civi- 
lizations are based on the inter- 
action of technology and human 
values. 

The industrial civilization which 
we have known gave rise to a 
mode of personal existence which 
Ferkiss labels “industrial man”- 
lxiscd on an ethic of man’s strug- 
glc against nature, of man’s inevi- 
table constant competition against 
other men, and of the ruthless re- 
pression of instincts for plav or 
contemplation. Today, work in the 
traditional sense of production of 
goods for consumption is giving 
\{,‘ay in many people’s lives to com- 
munication and intense interac- 
tion. So far, the constant promises 
of increased leisure are not being 
rcalizcd; a cultural, political and 
economic lag negates most of the 
possildities of the promised tech- 
nological society. There is consid- 
erable danger that “technological 
man”-the mode of personal ex- 
istence that can cope with the new 
technological era  - mav not 
emerge. and that industrial man 
\vi11 .;imply grow more powerful, 
more nunicrons, and therefore 
more crowded, and will escalate 
existing patterns of competition to 
increasingly ruthless levels. 

The second contention in the 
author’s thesis is that the danger 
and the task here are not in the 
tcchnoloqical but in the human 
\ A i r  dimension. Industrial man 
sws human happiness and fulfill- 
ment in freedom Rut this freedom 
is conceived in terms of personal 
indepc~ndence of the decisions and 
interests of others. in terms of 311- 

tonomv to compete and to w e s t  
material goods for personal con- 
sumption from the natural envir- 
onmcnt and from the society that 
nroduccd them. When the capa- 
city for production rises to a level 

where it generates artificial needs 
and spirals rapidly in response to 
these needs, and when simultane- 
ously population pressure in- 
creases personal interaction in 
geometric proportions, this. con- 
cept of freedom can only lead to 
an increasing experience of frus- 
tration and a sense of loss of 
identity. There is an urgent need 
for a reformulation of the concept 
of freedom in terms of identity 
and physical and psychic survival. 
Though extremely cautious about 
the Teilhardian formulation, Fer- 
kiss also sees this new concept of 
freedom as inevitably interlocked 
with a deep sense of community. 
Such freedom involves not less so- 
cial control or discipline but  con- 
siderably more. 

If such controls are achieved 
simply by the application of force, 
however, no matter how subtle 
or psychologically sophisticated 
the means of application, they will 
yield neither community nor a 
sense of identity. Technology can- 
not change what we now need to 
change in order to choose peace 
and survival. Ferkiss appeds to 
the forces of art, religion, and edu- 
cation to bring about the attitudes 
that will change the patterns of 
human interaction into ecologi- 
cally and politically viable ones 
for the future. 

The third contention of the 
author’s thesis is the extrapolation 
of three norms or ethical impera- 
tives, a new naturalism, an all- 
embracing attitude of holism, and 
an interpretation of life in terms 
of immanentism. The new natural- 
ism sees man as part of nature, 
striving for harmony rather than 
conquest. Holism is the experience 
and realization of how intercon- 
nected everything is, so that a 
mechanistic concept of the uni- 
verse and of society gives way to 
an organic one. The new imma- 
nentism, which follows from the 
other two attitudes, is an interpre- 
tation of existence in which the 



norms of growth and development 
and order emerge from within 
rather than being opposed from 
without: 

Decision making is part of a 
seamless process. h4an cannot 
become free by being outside or 
apart from the process. . . . Free- 
dom consists in responding au- 
tonomously and authentically to 
the currents of life and action 
passing through one; the loss of 
freedom is not the loss of an 
impossible complete self-deter- 
mination . . . but is a synonym 
for being bypassed and not be- 
ing allowed to play one’s part 
in shaping the whole. 
Ferkiss freely acknowledges that 

this requires a very radicaI reori- 
entation of culture, and that this 
has to take place right now, along 
with far more extensive self-disci- 
pline and social controls in areas 
such as the regulation of popula- 
tion. The importance of the book 
is not only in its basic thesis, but 
in its easy mastery of the vast 
“input” from the physical and so- 

cial sciences required by the 
analysis which the book makes. 
The thrust of the whole is a con- 
siderable optimism tempered by 
the discernment of a demanding 
and far-reaching task. 

Though not primarily concerned 
with international peace in the 
narrow sense of the term, this book 
seems to make three points of im- 
portance for any efforts towards 
international peace. First, it un- 
masks the myth of inevitable pro- 
gress; indefinite allotments of 
funds to technical development 
and constant advances in tech- 
nology due to current research are 
of themselves entirely neutral. 
Work for peace is basically a work 
of changing human attitudes and 
changing social perception. The 
question arises whether the vast 
concern with national defense in 
present-day America is being de- 
ployed into the appropriate chan- 
nels or is simply raising the stakes 
without resolving the tensions. 

Second, the book makes some 
penetrating suggestions of a pat- 
tern of irritation, constant frustra- 

tion, and social paranoia building 
up within the society to a point 
where it must either explode or 
export colossal stockpiles of pent- 
up aggression. But the thesis goes 
beyond this to suggest patterns for 
dismantling this social war ma- 
chine from within. 

Third, it pinpoints some import- 
ant ideological foundations for the 
attitudes that are under question. 
It demands a rethinking and re- 
formulating of the systematic the- 
ology of the Christian churches 
which is implicit in the apparently 
secular values of our society, more 
particularly in terms of the doc- 
trine of God, and the doctrines of 
creation, redemption, and escha- 
tology. The book posits an urgent 
challenge to the Christian theolo- 
gian and, indeed, to all educators. 

It should be said, in conclusion, 
that this reviewer has not enjoyed 
a book as much as this one for 
quite some time; it is difficult to 
put down, and one rcgrets com- 
ing to the end. It is required 
reading for all who are suffering 
from existential nausea. 

current reading 
Asian Dilemma: United States, Japan and China 
Elaine H. Burnell, ed. Center for the Study of Democratic 
Institutions. 238 pp. $2.25 (paper) 
Leading Japanese political figures and their American 
counterparts came together in Santa Barbara a year ago 
to exchange views on policy questions affecting the U.S., 
Japan and China. This report is a distillation of position 
papers prepared by the participants and of the transcription 
of half a dozen working sessions. (For the U.S.: William 0. 
Douglas, John Sherman Cooper, Alan Cranston, Don 
Edwards, J. W. Fulbright, Arthur Goldberg, Mark Hatfield, 
Edwin 0. Reischauer, and Edward M. Kennedy in absentia.) 

The Religious Situation: 1969 
Donald R. Cutler, ed. Beacon. 1091 pp. $15.00 
Fifty prominent scholars have contributed to this second 
volume in a projected annual series. There are commen- 
taries on “The Religious Situation” in all continents, essays 
on “The Experience and Expression of Religion” (including 
ecumenical developments, and peace and war, law and 
order), and sections which deal with “Defining the Reli- 
gious Dimension” and “Social Indicators of the Religious 
Situation.”. 

Visions of Victory 

Analytical introduction by Patrick J. McGarvey. Hoover. 
276 pp. $1.85/$7.50 
Based on such primary sources as official North Vietnamese 
publications, broadcasts, and journal articles (the full texts 
of which are reproduced in section two), McGarvey pre- 
sents a “day-to-day view of the war as it is seen from 
Hanoi and from the Communist forces on the Southern 
battlefield” - the insurgents’ motives, values, problems 
and expectations. 

Engines of Change 
George C. Lodge. Knopf. 425 pp.‘ $8.95 
Prof. Lodge, Assistant Secretary of Labor for International 
Affairs in the Eisenhower Administration and presently a 
member of the Harvard Business School faculty, examines 
the potential sources of change in Latin America, recom- 
mending as the most “effective engines of change” a variety 
of local groupings which can provide the motivation and 
organization necessary for sustained development. In addi- 
tion, there is “some rather specific [US.] governmental 
policy reorganization” called for, and Lodge offers a model 
of successful efforts in a rural Panamanian province with 
which he has been associated. 
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