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NEIGHBORS IN TROUBLE 
Canada has now been visited with acts of terrorism similar 
to those with which the United States has grown familiar. 
And it has responded in a significantly differeiit fashion. 

For some years now, the United States has been in tur- 
moil, if not crisis. Our invol \m"t  in Vietnam and our 
various domestic crises have dislocated not only our own 
concepts and feelings about America, but also those atti- 
tudes that other peoples, other nations, have long felt aliout 
the United States. The things that couldn't happen here arc 
happening liere. 

Canada, our neighbor to the North, has seemed to lie free 
of manv of our troubles. It is not simply that it is a less 
powerfill country and therefore less involved in interna- 
tional affairs, or that its internal problems attract less at- 
tention-although both these things are true. It is, rather, 
that for Inany people in the United States, Canadn has been 
seen in recent years as a haven, a place of refuge, a retreat 
from the severe political and social pressures of American 
life. And the swinging style of Canada's Prime hlinister, 
Pierre Elliott Trudeau, held out promise that life in Canada 
could be lively as well as pleasant. 

In a few short weeks our standard ideas of Canada have 
been severely wrenched. The kidnappings of James Richard 
Cross, the British Trade Coniniissioner, and of Pierre La- 
porte, the Quebec provincial Labor Minister, seemed, ini- 
tially, to be out of keeping with Canada's temper, and more 
like techniques imported from other countries to which they 
were more appropriate. But the kidnappings made clear that 
the Front de Libkration du Qukbec ( F.L.Q. ), which claims 
credit for them, was not to be dismissed as a negligible ter- 
rorist group. Canada, and its friends, were little prepared 
for the strangling of Mr. Laporte, but even less prepared 
for the War Measures Act invoked by Prime Minister 
Trudeau in mid-October. 

Under the War Measures Act, the government of Canada 
can search without warrant, arrest without charge, ceiisor 
material and deport persons. I t  can, in fact, impose almost 
any regulation it deems necessary. Never before imposed 
in peacetime, the Act allows the government to do whatever 
it decides is necessary to oppose and overcome the terror- 
ists. In the week since the Act was invoked, for example, 
over 1000 premises were invaded, and almost 400 persons 
arrested. Extreme? h4easures beyond the occasion? Some 
Canadians think so and have said so publicly and loudly. 
Faced with the terrorism of the F.L.Q. (which seeks the 
political separation of Quebec from Canada and the over- 
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t l i i w \ ~  of c:ipitalisiii ), and thc wartime iiit;istires WINDING DOWN IN LAOS? 
of Triitlcari’s Governmcnt, three rnaior Quebec 

e 

iIrIiat, i f  an\diing, doc.s the present esnmple 
of C a l l a t l ~ l  tc4l. (IS al,out ollrsc~l\~es? A I~ulllber of 
things \soItli wficctioii miglit \)e nieiitioiied. 
I-ro\\-c3j.cl. S ~ Y ~ C I T  w c ~  jiitlge tlie present crisis in 
Aiiit*rica, MY clo not I)elicve that it justifies the 
suspriision of o u r  traditional democratic proces- 
ses or civil 1il)ertie.s. And those few \vho tlo-and 
\ \ , l io iittrI1il)t to S ~ I O \ V  1 ) \ ~  terrorist iittiicks t h t  
t l i ~  s\,stcrii is liollo~v-are I~ecoming increasingly 
isolnicd. Althoiigh the deep confidence in oiir- 
scl\w ;is ;i people, ;is :i nntioii, has I m n  shaken, 
011r i1cti011~ S ~ \ V  that \\’e expect to mticldle 0111’ 

\vaC tliro1igli \vitliout estreme measures. 
For 111;111v people, of course, that is cause for 

tle~iiriiiciatioii, iiot sc~lf-gr~itrilatioii; for extreme 
mcnsrii-es, they ~ ‘ o i i l d  itrgrie, are \vliat we need. 
Not, of coiirse, those adopted by the Caiidian 
Go\~c.rnnicnt, not repressive police measures, but 
sometliing rougli enoiigli to shift our priorities so 
that we cmi rcally coiiilxit po\.ertv, racism, undue 
military esponditures, so that u-e can iinprove the 
qualit\. of our  hoiisiiig, o w  education, ow medi- 
cal treutmcnt. And there we are, 1)ack in the 
political :ire~i:i, making tlie Iinrd, tunpleasant, 
Iong-~lr~~\vii-t~iit struggle to efiect social and 1x1- 
litical climigc~. Coiifrontation politics, sometimes. 
rlrcltioiis electord politics, :ill the time. J.F. 
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Since October 8th, U.S. B-52 bombers have 
been imloading 900 tons of explosives per day 
on tlie Ho Chi hlinh Trail region at a time when 
the w;ir is supposed to be “winding down” and 
hecoming Vietnamized. The war in Vietnam has 
1)een scaled down, ])ut it lias hecome increasingly 
difficrilt to follow in  the press. So has one of 
t!ie ivars in Laos, the struggle for the colonial 
s i i c ( e ~ ~ i o n ,  \\.liere things have gone well for the 
Pathet Luo (who seem in a position to demand a 
larger role in i\n\’ future coalitioii than they have 
hacl i i i  the lxist j. Ijut the ot~ici. Laotian war, the 
air \var o\.er eastern Laos, is once again in full 
swing. As integral parts of the Vietnamese con- 
flict, e\~cnts in that \vu- shed important light 011 

\viish i n  g ton’s post tire towards Vietnam. 
Laos’ eastern provinces have, especialIy since 

1968, h e n  importaiit sanctuaries for North Viet- 
iiaiiiese m d  Viet cong troops and supply forces. 
C~oiisequentlv, the command saiictuaries in south- 
eastern Laos and the Ho Chi Xlinh Trail have 
lieen kev “targets” in the eyes of U.S. military 
strategists. But, having been restrained-by 
\‘C’asli in g toil and Vieii tian ne-from “cleaning out” 
these sanctuaries, military efforts have been 
liiiiitcd to C.I.A. sul,vc~i.sioii and to Air Force 
strikes. The air effort is significant in tactics, size, 
and i n  its relationship to a possiible end of the war. 

For, at a time when Washington is talking 
peace, emphasizing negotiations, and hinting at  
victorv, it is still meeting the politics of insurg- 
enc\’ ir i t l i  the strategies of firepower. This tells 
tis something aI1ou t the mi~itarv soul of the doc- 
trine of Vietnamization, its reliance on force 
(American), and its inability to match solution 
to prol)lem. In this contest one might have ex- 
pccted that the bombing of Laos, heing the di- 
rect continuation of the tactics and strategy of 
the Johnson Administration in dealing with in- 
filtration from North Vietnam, would have re- 
ceived some of the moral ancl strategic criticisins 
Ic\~elled against that President’s military analysis. 
But, despite much talk of peace, the war con- 
tinues. And in view of the murderous power 
iintler consideration, as well as its real irrelevance 
to the political struggle that is the war in Viet- 
iiiiiii ,  it is important to realize that, in October, 
1970, “virtuallv all the operational B-52’s in the 
war zone” (Afcto York Tinies, October 17) are 
spending all their time over Laos. K.Z. ‘ 


