
in the magazines 

There is now a journal “for people who make politics 
;i profession.” Its name  is Politcia and it is a quarterly 
publication of the two-yeur-old American Association 
of Political Consultants. We have on hand the second 
issue (Autumn, 1971) containing articles on Cable 
T.V., curbing the campaign dollar, polling, and youth 
and political activism-and an earnest editorial which 
is cluotecl in part below: 

“Politics and ethics are apposite, not opposites, 
according to Aristotle, Politics is the means to attain 
ethical ends. In his Ethics, the old sage had nice 
things to say about politics as the super-highway to 
the good society. For politics is ‘most truly the master 
art . . . since politics uses the rest of the sciences and 
since . . . it legislates as to what we are to do and 
what we are to obstain from.’ Indeed the political 
ethic is superior to the persoiiol ethic because ‘al- 
though it is worth\vhile to attain what is good merely 
for one man, it is finer and more godlike to attain it 
for a nation or ii city-state.’ 

“In the two millennia since this was written, politics 
and ethics seem to have turned upon one another so 
that, today, the phrase ‘ethical politician’ sounds like 

mockery. . . . 
“If politics is mean, perhaps the reason lies in the 

insight of that tough-minded military philosopher 
Karl von Clmsewitz that ‘war is politics conducted 
by other methods.’ Conversely, politics is war con- 
ducted by other methods. Both are consummated in 
cdective strife of persons, partisans and principles, 
and, 3s theologian Reinhold Niebuhr has pointed out, 
people tend to be more vicious collectively than 
individually. . . , 

“Despite this, nations have tried to legislate some 
mor:ility into war, to establish an ethic for this most 
pugnacious form of politics. . . . Can politics do less 
to evolve an ethic of politics? 

“The quest for a code of ethics in politics cannot 
begin with a search for who is right and who is 
wrong in his political commitments. The ethos of a 
free society assumes an agreement to disagree. If we 
all agreed on program, there would be no politics- 
and probably no freedom. At best, politics would 
become a beauty contest to determine who looks 
prettiest doing what everybody else would do. 

“Although an ethos of politics cannot be an agree- 
ment on programmatic objectives, it can be an agree- 
ment on elector riictlioc~s-to civilize campaigning, to 
humnnize the war at the polls, to set a tone for 
public discourse. . , .” 

Politeia favors such a code because: 
1. A pluralist society has to reach some stated or 

unstated consensus on the rules of group conflict. 
IVitliout such strictures, a society can fly apart in 
mindless distemper. 

2. Unless norms are set, the meanest man sets the 
norm. To compete, even the best man must stoop to 
conquer-debasing himself and disgracing his calling. 
The profession’s rubric becomes: ‘The sneak shall 
inherit the earth.’ 

3. As people lose faith in ‘politicians,’ they lose 
hope in politics; they turn to loud-mouthed dema- 
gogues to silence mealy-mouthed politicos. The 
cleines desert democracy. 

“To elaborate an ethic for politics will be difficult. 
Only God could bring order out of chaos by a Word. 
IVe mortals will need many words. We will need 
words that are not empty but enforceable or, at least, 
self-enforceable by men and women of conscience. 
We may end up with an ethic that will have about 
:is much deterrent impact on our profession as the 
Fifth Commandment has had on the behavior of 
IVestern man. But, then;would we prefer no tablet 
from Sinai and no Sermon from the Mount? 

“Politics without ethics is power without con- 
science or compassion-a menace to free men. 
Without an ethic, a social order falls into disorder, a 
profession into prostitution, and a democracy into 
demagogy.. . ,” 
0 

Notional Reoiew columnist, James Burnham, com- 
ments on a recent visit to Greece (October 22, 1971) :. 

“Certainly the Colonel’s government is not a polit- 
ical democracy, though it could be argued that it is 
socially more democratic in a populist sort of way 
than the regime it replaced. In a conversation 1 had 
with him, the new minister of information made a 
strong case for the proposition that today’s Greece 
is at any rate more democratic than any other nation 
in the hlediterranean basin except for Italy, Israel 
and France (and France is not really a Mediterra- 
nean country). But the Colonels’ regime does restrict 
freedom of speech and assembly; it has had no free 
election; it has held persons by administrative action, 
and in other ways violated due process. 

“However, it is ridiculous to call today’s Greece a 
‘totalitarinn’ or ‘fascist police stiite.’ Only an ideologue, 
an embittered out-of-office politician, or the misin- 
formed could seriously believe so in the age that has 
produced the genuine totalitarian article. Greeks, 
ordinary Greeks, are impulsive, casual and not a little 
anarchic in their observable behavior. Anyone who 
stays here a while and watches them in operation can 
see that they don’t act like victims of a police state, 
and can see also that there is no apparatus to run a 
police state properly even if the Colonels wanted to. 
There has been no attempt to organize the masses 
into the typical and essential fascist type of ‘move- 
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ment.’ How could n fascist state permit hundreds of 
thousands of its citizens to work abroad, free to come 
and go at times of their choosing? In fact, Greek 
geography is in itself enough to prevent Greece from 
going totalitarian. Greece’s territory indudes thou- 
sands of islands, with tens of thousands of boats and 

. .  

ships; the mninlnncl is broken up by irregular moun- 
tains into hundreds of semi-isolated lacnlities. With 
that sort of infrastructure, yoti c m  have, niid Greece 
has often had, a dictatorship of sorts, but there isn’t 
mything for fascism to latch on to, 

“WImtcver its exact degree of noti-dcmocr:icy, it 
is a subversion of language to apply to the Greek 
regime tliu terms uscd to describe the regimes of 
Nazism ancl Coimuunism.” PAwwn,us 
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