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wiir  Iiicmorics that must troublc East 
Ckrniaiiy’s relations with Russi:i and 
most East Ei~ropcans (known to 
erupt dnring Warsaw Pact exer- 
cises)? Or Iiow c:in we measure the 
import;incc: of siich variables ;as ;i 

proclivity to :idion or in:ictioii; opeii 
rcsistancc or passive Scliwcikism; 
rclic:llioii o r  dissent? 

lfixiiig our hnrd :iiid soft v:iriablcs, 
Iiow will the I)olitic.al forec;ister de- 
tc!rmiiie Iiow to assess the impor- 
t ; i~ ic :c  of r:itcis of oliaiigc? :ind critic:iI 
tlirosliolds? 111 t h :  C;zccli-Sovict casc, 
I‘or ~winplc ,  d1 thc 1i:ird indicators 
(;iiicl m:iriy of tlic soft) lookcd posi- 
tivct i i i i t i l  1968, whcn :a Stalinist 
rcgirnc! w:is rcplnccd by :I morc 
lilxwl oil(!, itsclf to I)(: pat down 
I)v Sovict ;il”s-tlicrcl)y rcversiiig 
niost p o l ) i ~ l a r  strntirnc~its nl)out Rus- 
six 

IVc! iniglit, fiii:iIly, criticize thc 
1)rcniisa that  v i w s  E:isterii Eiiropc 
i i i  tcrms of  :I zcm-siiin rc1:itioii- 
ship hotwcwi the siipq)oiwrs. “If 
t h  ;iwa is c1omiii;itccl l>y tlic TJSSR, 
o r  I)? commiinist regimes, it is lost 
to t1lC West. To tho cstcnt that w c  
c;iii pry  it. m w y ,  \vc will gain.” 
I Iic!sct ;ir(: :iinoIig thc twit :issump- 
tions t l i c  :iuthors make. Thrrs, they 
Iiypotlittsizc that iiicrctnsc:d trade, in- 
tctrgovelnrricutal aiid cu1trir;il rela- 
tioiis slioiilrl riiakc for ;I grcntcr “de- 
vi:itioii from Sovict po1ic:y.” In fact, 
tlitty ~iotc,  Iliimania’s :iutoiiomoiis 
policitrs liave ttikcii placc despite 
IN.Y rcrliitivcly fcw tr;insiictioiis \vith 
tlio W‘c.tst, while Ihilgaria :Ippwrs 
T:iithfiiI to Xlosco\v wliilc trading 
twico a s  much of her iict iiation:il 
ni:itcri:il prodiict with the West as 
Ihicliarc?st. (l‘ho extreme c;iscs of 
A l l x i i i i : i  nnd Yugoslavi:i, however, do 
siipport the originid hypothesis.) 

O i i c !  m:iv do i i l ) t  i f  Wcstc?rn scciir- 
it. o r  t ~ i i  wc11-1)ciiig of the East 
Eriropenris will ever’ I)(: p i t  oii :i 

solid f o i i i i d : i t i o i i  so long as  riatioris 
coiitiiiric to view tlicsc problcms in 
xw-siim tcrms. It may lw tliat a 
P:iii-Eiiropc~;iii power grid or :i com- 

vironmciit will lie ~icetled to trans- 
t:c!iid t l i tr  oiitlonks t1i:it liave led us 
to  wliat Pierre Hassrier h i s  terrncd 
;i “Iiot pc;ic(:” siip~:rs~cding a “cold 
\v;11..” 

r .  

1ii0ii stliigglt~ to clcilii 111) 1110 CII- 

From the Jaws of Victory 
by Charles Fair 
(Sirnon aiid Schustcr; 445 pp.; $8.95) 

Nicolas Turner 

Charles Fair hiis nindc ;i stildy of os- 
iimples of military stupidity tliroiigli 
tile ages. Whcthcr or not intciidcd, 
1 1 0  clc:ir ccritriil thesis emergcs. It 
inay Iiave bc:cii thc author’s desire 
that tlie render sliould get tho im- 
prcssion thiit w i r s  : I ~ C  \ W I ~  ;irid lost 
I)! s~ripidity aloiie. It might liavc: 
beeii bctter if hi: Iiiid iiclmitted that  
in somc carnpaigris and lxittlcs stii- 
pitlity w a s  :ibout equal on both sitles. 
One tlocs get the fmling, s;~\Y! in odd 
cxamples such ;is Chnrles XI1 of 
S\vc:drii, that  siicli iiifliiencc:; a s  
hick : i d  fnilrircs of cornmuriic, ‘1 t’  ion 

lie t\vc:c:n coniin;ii iders ;in d s i  i h r d  i- 
ri:itc~s 1i:aw I~ccn iinderv:ilucd lioro. 

Yct the h w k  iiridoiibtcd1y SIIC’- 

cccds i r i  wliat slioiild lie its miiiri pur- 
pose, to sliow jiist liow ofton c:vc:iits 
h : I \ ~ e  IJOC!lI grcntly irlfi1lollcc.cl I1y tlll! 
foolishiicss of comm;iiidcrs. It is o i i  

tht t  ~ l i o l t :  r ~ i ’  for  i111 liistoriiili to spot- 
light the loscr and liis f:iiilts rather 
t l i a i i  tlic victor i111d his virtiics. 111  
thc author’s iIiimcrous exnrriplcs. stii- 
pidity has its ;iritccedeiits in a va- 
riety of c;aiiscs such as plain igiior- 
mice, inadeqii:itc! prepiration, the ir- 
rat i o i i a l  desirc to promotc senseless 
attacks against well-fortificd posi- 
tions, and of fniliiig to strike quickly 
wlicii the tirnc is ripe. 

It  would 1)c unsound for tlic r c x l -  
(:r to d r ; ~  too many gerier:il conclu- 
sioris from tlic Iiook. In thc: first 
place, t1ic aritlior could have done no 
inor(: i i i  oiic volumc: thaii sclcct cases 
from n very rich ficld. The majority 
of wirs linve gone unmciitioiiccl, :is 
huvc I x ~ t l i  the great meii aiitl thc: 
gener:il riiii of qiiiotly compcteiit 
comm;iiiders. 

M r .  Fair 1)cgiris his study with 
Chssus, whom he S(:W iiS thc forc- 
riinii(!r of :i “typc of gcncrnl who 
Iiopes hy sliccr technical aiid 1111- 

nic:ric:il supcriority to bludgeori his 
way to victory.” &loving on, he sees 
thc hficldlc Agcs a s  :i time whcii 

valor a d  scerningly hopcless attacks 
carried out ilccording to the rules 
of cthiviilry countcd for more t h : i ~ i  

clwcr g(:iicrnlsliip, iiii overstatement 
1)ut quite interesting. b~leniiwhile, he 
contrasts the chivalry of the meclicval 
iiohility to their opposite niimbers 
i i i  tlie cnomy army with the often 
1)rutal a i i d  mcrciless trcatmcnt meted 
out to Icsscr folk, whethcr comba- 
tarit or not. Yct wlicn dealing with 

.;iii ngc w11en most iencI(:rs vicwecl 
thc: masses with cither contempt or 
disiiitercst, it is hard to find ex- 
amplcs wlierc this factor \viis actual- 
ly dccisivc in  ;i c:iirnpaigIi. 

His niialysis of tlie Huiidrcd Ycars 
War suffcrs from ii failiire to dclvc: 
d c c p r  into t h c :  political a r i d  military 
rcnlitics. A grcnt deal of space is 
devotod to  ;I stiicly of the fniliiigs of 
Pliilip V I  of Friiiica ;and his soil 

John, witli extctrisivc quotations from 
C, W. Ommi, J.  1:. (1. Fiiller, ;incl 
Guizot, not ;in adqi ia te  set of 
soiirces for :i tr i io  grasp of medicvd 
militnry Iiistoiy. IIaviiig sliou~n thc 
cniisc of thc; .initial Frcnch dcfc:nts 
to lic: almost c~xc:lusivcly with thc 
stiipidity and r:ishriess of licr kings 

’ ;ind tho antiquity of Iicr fciidal army, 
l i e  portrays Ed\\nilrd 111’s later fail- 
iircs ;is due to tlic: aimlcssiwss of liis 
policy. Tlic latter’s fiiiaricial dificul- 
ties arid thc improvcd Frcnch strat- 
cgy gct no propcr mention. The En- 
glish policy iiiider I h r y  1 7  a i d  lien- 
ry VI for the systematic conquest of 
Fr;uice gcts no mciitioii :it ;ill, 
though there was plenty of foolish- 
ricss on both sides; i i i  thr: final aIial- 
vsis, Iio\vcver, the khglisli oft’cnsivc 
rim out of stcarn. 

That atrocities on the civil pop- 
ulation arc often coiintcrprodiictive 
is a rcciirrent thcmc in the book, thc 
rcprcssive policy prs i ied in thc 
Nethc~rla~icls by Philip I 1  of Spain 
mid the Duke of Alba being given in 
elaborate detail. Yet the cascs whcre 
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harsh policies havo succeeded in sub- 
duing the population havc not rc- 
ccived the author’s attciition. The 
Vietnam war is largely a study of 
atrocities of U.S. arid ARVN troops, 
with mimeroils quotations from J. 
Schcll’s A Hepmler at Large. Rcaders 
may find it a surprise to sce oiily on(: 
small footnote refcrring to the 1111- 

gentlemanly activities of the Vict 
Cong. If the book was mcarit to be 
just ;in attempt to analyze tlie Viet- 
wim war by rcfcrence to world his- 
tory over two millennia, thcn it 
proves littlc or iiothing. Simply by 
taking Wcqtmorelaiid as ai1 exiimplc, 
X1r. Fair caiiiiot prove that all prod- 
ucts of Wcst Point arc 1)ound to fail. 

known for its West Point successes. 
Howcvcr, rcaders looking for in- 

spirntioii on tlic last World War are 
likely to feel vcry deprived, sincc 
little spacc has bccn accordcd to it, 
aiid Ji1piiri is not even mentioiicd. 
What thcre is is maiiily devoted to 
Gcrmaii savagery iiiflicted on thc 
civilian popilatioiis. 

The book’s title is taken from its 
Icngthy assc?ssmcnt of Ceneral Am- 
brose Burnsidc, who, in  Lincoln’s 
words, wrested clefcrit from the “jaws 
of victory” when he failed to press 
homc an iittack on Antictam. Later 
on, at Frederickshrg. with an al- 
most total disregard for human life, 
Biirnsidc scnt w;ive after wavc: of 
Union infantry to their slaughter by 
the Confcderatc artillery. Similar 
tragedies were cnactcd by the Hritish 
and French in the First World War. 

At this point perh;ips hlr. Fair 
shoirld havc clone morc than just 
raise the morid issue as to h o ~  hard 
a general should think beforc he 
commits infantry to any frontal as- 
sault in which a very large propor- 
tion arc boillid to die. The pricc of 
victory i n  war has often been too 
high, I~iit some generals pay the 
price and fail. l’hc great victorics of 
history havc often been woii by brain 
power and with remarkably littlc 
cost. From tiw Jaws of Victory is il 

well-written book, often quite ab- 
sorbing, but unlikely to prove the 
standard work on military stopidity, 
if orily 1)ccause Mr. Fair has at- 
tcmptcd too much with too little. 

1 % ~  Secorid World War \viis riot 1111- 

Women TJnder Socialism 
by August IBebel 
(Schocken Rooks; 379 pp.; $3.95) 

Sexuality and Class S t r u d e  
by Reimut Reiche 
(Praegcr; 175 pp.; $6.95) 

Nancy Scliwartz 

For the womcm’s liberation mow- 
mciit, “the personal is the political.” 
Politics is no longer se(w a s  ;in oc- 
casional act of p;irticipation “out 
tlicrc,” in  m i  clcctiori or a seizure 

tivity of becoming frec ancl cqiial 
“back herc,” among personal fricmds 
;incl cnctmies. Tho recognition of 1111- 

fair male powcr i i i  srn;ill groups, 
in  the family, in  couples, a r i d  evoii i n  
oiir 0w11 liencls, has tauglit LIS the les- 
son that politics begins iit homc. 

Brit wherever politics begins, it 
eiicoiiiiters power rdatioris whicli rirc 
roottxl i r i  larger striicturcs of socicty 
and histor).. For women, ;is for all 
those who suffcr from oppressiori, it 
is lcss important to locate a first 
c;iiisc, a siriglc primary contradiction, 
than i t  is to idcntify thc contiriuing 
rclatioiis that uphold the system of 
domination ;is a whole. 

Tliat seiise of totality has been too 
rare. Miirxisrn might sccm to offcr 
fcmiiiism ;I broader perspective, but  
for the most part Marxists have lm!ii 
hostile to women’s movements. Marly 
have considered interest in “thc WO- 
inail question” ;is only idcalistic 
rambling iii the rcalm of supcrstruc- 
tare or ;is dabbling in pctty borir- 
geois politics. Recently, radical fcm- 
inists 1i;ivc returned thc compli- 
mciit by ridiciiling male Marxist 
1c;icIcrs for their failure to crcatc: ;i 

mass liase, pointirig by contr;ut to 
the vit;ility of :i movemcrit hlsed 
oil small groiips which Ic;id, in turii, 
to broader forms of interaction. 

Such clisputcs are important, for 
they havc grown out of real, t h o ~ g h  
different, historical situations and 
political choices. Hut it now appears 

of stat(! power, but the coIistiiIit iic- 

possible to hop(: for ;I syiithcsis, or 
at Icnst :i coml)lcinciitarity, hctwccn 
Slnrxism nnd fcmiiiism. 

Aiigust lkbel hopccl for siich :I 

syiithcsis i i i  1883 wlien his IVtnncn 
U n c h  Socialism w a s  first piiblislicd. 
Focusing o i i  tlie place of woIricii in 
onpitalist prohctioii, Bcbel observcrl 
thiit relativc to mm, in  the spllcrt: 
of privata procluctioii ( tlic: hoiisc- 
liold), ;i i id rolativc to socicty, i n  
public procluctiori ( idustry ) , WO- 
incii w: rc  cxploitcd Iiibor-I>o\Wr, 
working harder i1rld loriger tlli111 \t’ilS 

soci;illy iiccess;iry to c m i  criorlgh to 
rcprodricc tlicrnsclvcs. To 1)c siirc, ill 

public protliictioii this also occurred 
to m:ilc wagc-laborers, h i t  the con- 
ditiori of womc‘n W i I S  worse. ThcIi, 
a s  iiow, womeii workecl for lower 
\\..ages mid servcd as ;I reservc army 
of tlic unemployed, piillcd oiit of 
thc! houschold whcii thc cxigencics 
of capit:Jist Iiroductioii ‘ r e q ~ i r ~  it. 

I k 4 d s  argument dcpcnds, of 
course, 011 tlic labor theory of value, 
a criicial hiit problematic assumption 
which he does riot cxamiric becarlse 
his h o k  is ;L political triict aimed 
at the masscs. I t  had many forcigii 
1;uigu;igo editioiis aiicl was also rc -  
qiiircd rcndiiig for n e w  mcmbcrs ot 
the Amcrican Socialist Party. I fincl 
i t  difficult to uiiderstad its political 
success, for it is very loiig arid fillcd 
with details concc:rliing thc briiill 
sizcs of males and fem:iles, the m:wy 
LISOS for maririrc and iiew invciitiolis 
siich a s  the carpet cleaiier displayet1 
;it the Chicago Exhibition of 1893. 
Somc women renders w(?rc :ipp:ireiit- 
ly inspired by his vision of society 
that included them as cquds, b i l t  

today we arc dissatisfied at a d i g -  


