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specific historical events. Immediate- 
ly after Louis nonaparte’s coup 
&&at, Marx worked out anew that 
history of France from February, 
1848, up to this event in The 18th 
Emmaire. 

By choosing these selections and 
others like them, placing them in a 
context of his even more practical, 
specific, day-to-day comments on 
men and events, and arranging them 
in sections preceded by chronologies. 
Padover has stresscd the concrete 
historical nature of Marx’s work. 
Even the Manifesto is situated in a 
section which details party programs 
and strategy in the early days of the 
First International, focused around 
the Communist trials in Cologne. A 
section on “Revolutionary Theory” 
contains such pieces as Marx’s notes 
on the Prussian king’s treatment of 
the Silesian weavers’ revolt in 1844 
and a speech commemorating the 
seventeenth anniversary of the Polish 
revolution of 1830. 

By extending a part of Marx’s own 
methodology and showing revolu- 
tionary theory as it grows out of, and 
responds to, specific historical events 
rather than as it derives from meta- 
physical theory, Padover’s work 
speaks to problems of present-day 
Marxism. The “revolution” has suf- 
fered setbacks well beyond those 
witnessed in Marx’s lifetime. Since 
his death, in fact, we have been told 
by numerous critics that the revolu- 
tion has been “refuted’’-by nation- 
alism and world wars, changes in the 
working class, Keynesian economics, 
technology and bureaucracy, to 
name a few. For whatever reason its 
failure to materialize, the revolution 
has become something of a myth, 
and the general loss of religious sense 
has made it difficult to treat myths as 
anything more than imaginary fic- 
tions and fancies. 

If Padover’s presentation of the 
revolution is incomplete and the 
circumscription of the revolution in 
such theoretical and historical terms 
seems a bit complex and removed, 
Karl Marx on Rew2ution is neverthe- 
less a useful groundwork for answer- 
ing those questions about the rev- 
olution which tend to be lost in its 
popular treatment. 

In the Fullness of Time 
by Paul H. Douglas 
(Harcourt Brace Jovanovich; 617 pp.; $13.50) 

Mary Topolsky 

This autobiography of Paul Doug- 
las could not have been published 
at a more opportune moment, for 
its story is in a sense a reflection of 
the larger forces at work in con- 
temporary politics. One is left at 
the end of this long, informative 
volume with a disturbing enigma. 
Why is it that a man like Douglas, 
who should be enjoying the rever- 
ence of his countrymen and the 
gratitude of his party, has instead 
ended up repudiated by the elec- 
torate, forced to content himself 
with penning his memoirs and ob- 
serving the antics of the backyard 
birds? 

Part of the answer lies in his 
often strained but consistent affilia- 
tion with the Chicago machine. His 
strengths-his dedication to social 
justice and civil rights and against 
privilege-are a testimony to the fin- 
est moments of that organization. 
But his weaknesses-his hawkish pol- 
icies on Vietnam, his confusion of 
the peace movement with commu- 
nism, his paternal attitude toward 
minorities and his lack of touch with 
the mood of the electorate-are co- 
incidental with the failings of that 
selfsame machine. 

Doiiglas enjoyed a unique privi- 
lege for a Northern urban liberal: 
the ability to view things in the long 
run. Unlike most, who had only 
short-term, shallow goals to offer 
because they were at the mercy of 
constantly changing tides of public 
opinion threatening at any moment 
to remove them from office, the Sen- 
ator, because he enjoyed the pro- 
tection of Mayor Daley, was in a 
position to commit himself to a 
strong ideological stance. He was 
able, throughout the late forties, fif- 
ties and early sixties, to call for civil 
rights legislation, labor, anti-pover- 
ty; housing, welfare and Medicare 
legislation, as well as an end to the 

excessive subsidization of special in- 
terests. 

Early in the book Douglas pre- 
sents us with his philosophy of his- 
tory, which was inspired by his 
boyhood experience fighting a Maine 
forest fire. The conflagration, which 
lasted through two days and nights 
and only thcn was doused by heavy 
rain, led him to speculate that his- 
tory, like fires, is the result of an ac- 
cumulation of conditions that act 
and react upon one another, gather- 
ing momentum and reinforcing 
themselves until they are so perpet- 
uoted and acderated that the small- 
est spark can generate a holocaust. 
He thcrcfore dedicates himself to thc 
task of preventing an accumulation 
of social maladjustments which will 
lead to such a social disaster. In do- 
ing so, he distinctly rejects a pendu- 
lum theory as an explanation of his- 
tory. To his credit, this theory of 
long-run reform can only be the 
product of the statesman’s mind, not 
that of the politician. 

However, even given the patron- 
age of Dick Daley, the going is any- 
thing but idyllic. For those who 
sentimentally harbor illusions about 
the much lamented Roosevelt coal- 
ition, a strong dose of the chapter 
entitled “The Composition and Pow- 
er Structure of the Senate” is rec- 
ommended. Here the author gives 
us a cameo analysis of the workings 
of the Senate, beginning with the 
paradox of why, although the Dem- 
ocrats held the Senate for all but two 
of the years from 1949-1986 and 
the White House for all but eight, 
it was close to impossible under our 
party system to govem coherently. 
Douglas views the Senate as con- 
sisting not of two but rather, he esti- 
mates, of three-and-a-half parties- 
the liberal Democrats, the conserva- 
tive ones, the conservative Republi- 
cans, and then a few liberal GOPers, 
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conquer naturc, Dr. Le is  has done 
an excellent job. Thc second portion 
of the book is a useful description 
of the particirlar development of 
Wcstcm technology. As a whole, 
though, thc book can be dangerously 
misleading, oliscuring an iindcr- 
standing of why develo~~merits have 
takcn particular directions. It was 
not teclmology that provided the mo- 
tivation for splitting the atom, for 
utilizing it to win a war at whatever 
cost; it was inherent in the cu2turc 
that this be so. Individual scientists 
were individually motivated to pur- 
sue other cxperimcnts, other appli- 
cations. It was only when our par- 
ticular society, in its riecd to per- 
petuate nnd strerigthen itself in ac- 
cordance with its own values, con- 
sidcred an A-bomb ;i practical neccs- 
sity that the mandate for dcvclopiiig 
the bomb, the necessary resources 
mid the results were forthcoming, 
foreordained. 

To discount social motives and 
goals-which Dr. k i s s  dtws with :I 

vengeance-is to fail to comprehend 
the nature of power and social dy- 
namics. I t  is to fail to sec that these 
factors arc. essential to understanding 
any plienomenon-from what foods 
we eat to how we raisc our children 
to thc direction technological devcl- 
oprncrit takes in our particular cul- 
tiire. 

CONTRIBUTORS 
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PAUL hf. TrfohrPsON is :I gradu;itc 
student in political science at Rut- 
gers University. 

Prmn B. M m x n  is :I graduate 
student in political philosophy at the 
University of California, Santa Cruz. 

hfarw Toivxsay is a member of 
the Dcmocratic Committee of Tca- 
neck, N.J. 
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DEUBIE LOUIS is the author of 

ttic civil rights movement. 

PET137 ROWLEY (Briefly Noted) 
is thc aiithor of Now Cod9 in Amor- 
icn. 

Briefly _ _  Noted 

The Diffusion of Power 
by W. W. Rostow 
(hlacmillan; 739 pp.; $12.50) 

This blockbuster is hfr. Ratow’s 
apologia and, a s  iiiunerous critics 
will quickly note, he has much to 
i~pologize for. Those who would put 
Rostow in thc first or second row of 
the defendant’s dock at a war crimes 
trial will glccfully point out thc 
glaring deficiencies in his account. 
Others, more in harmony with the 
American maxim that onc should not 
kick a man when he is down, will be 
saddened by this book’s confirmation 
of the suspicion that Rostow’s case 
is indeed beyond hope. It is a bel- 
ligerent arid at times bitter book. 
The radical turmoil of the 1960’s, it 
is siiggested, was only incidentally 
rclatcd to the war. Communist sym- 
pathy and racist prejudice against 
Asians were large components in 
the antiwar protest. If a mistake was 
made in policy, it was that leaders 
did not accept Rostow’s advicc to 
confront Hanoi earlier and more 
massively in 1962 when Hanoi first 
breached the Geneva accords. As 
an insider’s view, replete with mem- 
orimda and anecdotes not previous- 
ly made public, the liook will war- 
rant serious attention from scholars. 
The general reader might begin with 
Rostow’s appendix on “The National 
Interest," which sets forth the guid- 
ing rationale for his understanding 
of intcmational relations. Too easily 
obscured by the confusion and trag- 
edy of the period is the decp com- 
mitment of Kennedy and, especially, 
of Johnson to domestic, notably 
racial, justice. Here Rostow makes a 
real contribrition by his tracing of 
thc tortuously intertwined passions 
for domestic progress and the dc- 
fense of the National Interest as he 
and his leader understood them. An 
important, curious arid finally disap- 
pointing book offering an interpreta- 
tion of reality that some day, a long 
time off, may become a New Re- 
visionism. 

The Apostles’ Creed 
by Wolfhart  Pannenberg 
(Westminster; 178 pp.; $5.95) 

A popiilar brit by no means super- 
ficial point-by-point exposition of the 
primary crecd of Christendom “in 
the light of today’s questions.” Here 
arc all the distinctive themes for 
which the professor of systematic 
theology at the University of Mu- 
nich is noted, woven together in a 
powerful argument for the plausi- 
bility of biblical truth claims. The 
approach is critical and historical, 
with a kecn scnsitivity to tho “con- 
structions of reality” that mark the 
modcrn mind. Within the short space 
of such a book the application to 
social ethics and policy are mainly 
implicit hut evident enough to the 
rcadcr who is willing to work 
through and from the premises ad- 
vanced by Panncnbcrg. 

World Without Borders 
by Lester R. Brown 
(Random I3ousc; 395 pp.; $8.95) 

Thc Senior Fellow of the Overseas 
Development Council is obviously 
a man of cnormous good will. He of- 
fers a fairly conventional “Inventory 
of Mankind’s Problems” and a set 
of answers drawn from the gospels 
according to Charlcs Rcich, U Thant 
and Norman Cousins. His confidence 
in  a revitalized Unitcd Nations is 
toirching but hardly persuasive. Pro- 
posals in response to the environ- 
mcrital crisis are thoroughly pre- 
dictablc and suggestions for “de- 
nationalizing” the Multinational Cor- 
poration seem thoroughly confused. 
Brown devotes a few pages to urg- 
ing “a new social ethic,” the sub- 
stance of which is that we should 
care more about all our brothers and 
our sisters on this imperiled planet. 
Yes. 
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The Meanings of Gandhi 
edited by Paul F. Power 

$7.75) 
(University Press of Hawaii; 199 pp.; 

Tlic Meanings of Gandhi includes a 
section on relations bctween the 
Mahatma and Nehru; on his ap- 
proach to his associates; on the the- 
ory of nonviolencc; and on Gandhi’s 
effect on Indian foreign policy. The 
last third of the book compares Gan- 
dhi to Latin American left-wing 
priests, to the American civil rights 
movement and, believe it or not, in 
a farfetched essay, to Machiavelli, 
demonstrating that-given enough 
time-almost anyone can be com- 
pared to anyone. 

In recent years in this country 
nonviolent resistance has faded in 
importance as a political technique, 
while advocates of Mack power and 
rinderground warfare 1i:ive occiipied 
center stage. Whatever the reasons 
for this, and the death of Dr. King 
is certainly one, a lack of creativity 
on the part of those interested in 
civil disobcdicnce is certainly a pos- 
sibility. Thus it is timely to note that 
“Satyagraha [passive resistancc] is a 
creative art, and a practitioner must 
always display a sense of timing and 
of context.” This is from the other- 
wise incredible essay on Gandhi and 
Machiavelli. Gandhi’s resourceful- 
ness and ingenuity were well known. 
Equally familiar to students of cur- 
rent U.S. history is the unimagina- 
tive repetitiveness of recent marches 
against the Vietnam war and pover- 
tY. 

The most interesting chapters deal 
with Gandhi and the American civil 
rights movcment. I had not realized 
the extent of interchange of ideas be- 
tween Gandhi and Americans, ex- 
tending as far back as Thoreau, 
whom Gandhi used as a guide in his 
early South African campaigns. Wil- 
liam Stuart Nelson’s essay describes 
the effect of Gandhi on James Farm- 
cr and Martin Luther King. He doc- 
uments visits made by American 
blacks to India and the crucial at- 
tendance by King at a lecture on 
Gandhi by the president of Howard 
University. Clearly the civil rights 
movement gained both moral sup- 

port and advice from the Indian ex- 
perience. Not the least was Farmer’s 
recognition of the vital necessity of 
creativity in civil rights: ‘We be- 
lieved that the tendency of Amer- 
icans to act, as Gandhi did, rather 
than to withdraw, would hclp to im- 
port Gandhism and to offset passivc 
elements in the American peace 
movcment.’’ 

-Peter Rowby 

White Eagle, Red Star :  
The Polish-Soviet Conflict 

by Norman Davies 
(St. Martin’s; 318 pp.; $10.95) 

Try to tell a Pole who had seen 
Tukhachevsky’s Red Army at the 
Vistii1:i that the Soviet Union did not 
harbor dcsigns against Poland’s in- 
dependence. Try to tell a Soviet who 
watchcd Pilsudski’s legions enter 
Kiev that Poland could be a friendly 
state. The Polish-Soviet conflict- 
bom in the war of 1919-1920 but 
rooted in the long suppression of 
Russian Poland in the nineteenth 
ccntury-mndc it impossible for Po- 
land to seck, or even accept, Soviet 
assistance in 1939. It  helped to set- 
tle the Soviet conviction that the 
only friendly Polish regime would bc 
one of its own creation. I t  contrib- 
uted to the Hitler-Stalin Pact, to the 
intransigence of the London Polish 
government-in-exile, to the cstablish- 
ment of a Communist regime and to 
the origins of the cold war. And yet 
the history texts contain few ref- 
erences to the Polish-Soviet war; 
Versailles established peace, accord- 
ing to the general understanding, 
and until the 1930’s diplomatic his- 
tory was concerned with the travails 
of Germany. That thc Versailles set- 
tlement settled little in Eastcni Eu- 
rope is scarcely known. Davies’s 
very intelligent, fair-minded account 
is useful in filling a void in our his- 
torical understanding. In his hands, 
the conflict takes on the qualities 
of a great human drama, which it 
was. And a tragedy whose ripples 
still wash our contemporary shores. 

1.91 9- 1920 

Christ and Counter-Christ 
by Carl E. Braaten 
(Fortress; 151 pp.; $3.50) 

Braaten (“Theology arid Our Com- 
mon World,” WmUview, September, 
1972) writes with an aggressiveness 
that may offend some but lcaves no 
one in doubt as to where he stands. 
The current little book on “apoc- 
alyptic themes in theology iind cul- 
ture” takes on big tasks, beginning 
with a summary introduction to the 
way apocalypticism is bcing handled 
in contemporary theology. Braaten 
movcs on to a dissection of current 
countercultural themes; underscoring 
thc failure of Roszak, Iieich, et d. 

I to deal honestly with radical evil. 
(He does not, unfortunately, analyze 
the adequacy of their models of the 
Kingdom we seek). There is a more 
than usually imaginative treatment 
of man and nature in ii chapter dc- 
voted to the ecological dimensions of 
eschatological hope, and he con- 
cludes with some spcculntion about 
the future of religions and what 
this means for Christian mission. 
Large sections, notably those on in- 
tramural debates among thcolngians, 
will be accessible chiefly to readers 
familiar with the larger discussion of 
which they are part. 

The Churches Search fo r  Unity 
by Barry Till 
(Pelican; 555 pp.; $3.50 [paper]) 

A British theologian retraces the his- 
tory of the ecumenical movcment 
and reaffirms the urgency of the 
quest despite obvious and wide- 
spread disillusionment. The cmpha- 
sis on Orthodoxy and Roman Cath- 
olicism is more prominent than’ in 
most American accounts-as is, of 
course, the detail regarding Meth- 
odist/Anglican relations in Great 
Britain. Although the book belongs 
in any reasonably complete ecumen- 
ical library, the author’s failure to 
analyze rather than merely deplore 
the decline in ecumenical commit- 
ment makes it less useful than it 
perhaps might have been. 
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New Earth 
by Jack Chen 
(Southern Illinois University Press; 
258 pp.; $7.95) 

This unadulterated panegyric of 
Maoism’s triumphs recounts the col- 
lectivization of Hsinteng County in 
Chekiang Province, taking the story 
up to 1957, at which time the book 
was first published in China. It is a 
readablc piecu: of propaganda that, 
as is to be expected, allows no neg- 
ative thoughts about coercions, mass 
executions and the such. In a post- 
script to this edition. Mr. Chen is 
“now able to name” the villain who, 
in May, 1965, led an effort at “com- 
pression” to break up the cooper- 
atives. The villain turns out to be- 
surpriscLiu Shao-chi. Of particular 
interest are the rather touching al- 
lusions to the value system incul- 
cated in the now idyllically pros- 
perous “middle peasants.” As Mr. 
Chen tells it, they are rcmarkably 
democratic and almost bourgeois in 
their aspirations. New Earth is an 
historical document of importance, 
but it seems regrettable that a uni- 
versity press accompanies it with a 
promotional blurb that suggests it is 
something other than the Chinese 
regime’s oficial version of historical 
truth. 

Reflections on the Causes of 
Human Misery and Upon 
Certain Proposals to 
Eliminate Them 

by Barrington Moore, Jr. 
(l3encon Press; 201 pp.; $7.95) 
Ilarvard’s Moore, a good friend of 
hiarcusc and, in the view of some, 
erstwhile champion of radical po- 
litical thought, now takes what many 
will deem a turn to the right. h i t  at- 
tempts to locate him on the prc- 
vailing political spectrum can only 
detr:ict from an appreciation of this 
wise and carefully reasoned response 
to the items ciirrently on our social 
and political agenda, ranging from 
war and Third World oppression to 
the prospects for participatory de- 
mocracy in America. Were the term 
not in disrepute we would call Mr. 

Moore an incorrigible moralist. AS 
it is we can only recommend his little 
exercise to thoughtful readers who 
wish to penetrate beyond slogans 
and parties in order to ask the most 
clementary questions about what 
might be done about a highly un- 
satisfactory human condition. Un- 
fortunately, the author dcals with ex- 
plicit religion almost exclusively in 
connection with various fanaticisms 
and thus tends to be less than 
searching regarding his own func- 
tiorially religious belief system. 
Nonetheless the book is a welcome 
piece of hard thinking about mostly 
intractable social problems. 

Mark Twain on Man and Beast 
edited by Janet Smith 
(Lawrence Hill & Co.; 278 pp.; 
$7.95) 

Following up on her best-selling 
Mark Twain and the Damned Hu- 
man Race, Janet Smith (“Intellec- 
tuals and Populism,” Worldoiew, Oc- 
tober, 1972) supplies biographical 
notes and commentary to accompany 
o collection of T ain’s lively and 
frequently bitter ‘tings comparing 

imals get the better of it. 
animals and human 4 beings. The an- 

Beaverbrook 
by A. J. P. Taylor 
(Simon & Schuster; 712 pp.; $12.95) 

A labor of love by the well-known 
British historian who confesses he 
loved Lord Beaverlmmk more thnn 
any human being he has known. For 
the most part, the best possible con- 
striiction is placed on all the actions 
and opinions of the Canadian mag- 
nate - become - British - press - lord - 
and-kingmaker, but Taylor does not 
attempt to hide some of his sub- 
ject’s more outrageously wronghcad- 
ed views and shabby behavior; and 
he does provide insight into the 
British Establishment of the 1930’s 
and Beaverbrook‘s relations with 
Churchill. Nothing .here that is man- 
datory reading, though, and we sus- 
pect most readcrs will find it much 
too much to read just for entcrtain- 
ment’s sake. 

The Church 
and the Ecological Crisis 

by H. narnette 
(Eerdmans; 114 pp.; $2.25 [paper]) 

Southern Baptist Henlee Hulix Bar- 
nette has succccded in drawing to- 
gether most of the current clichCs 
about the ecological crisis and comes 
to the ansurprising conclusion that 
the Church should be concerned. If 
we did not know editors and their 
need to fill up the little “required 
subject” slots on their publishing 
lists, we would find it hard to be- 
lieve that any editor could convince 
hidherself that this book might 
meet some unmet need. 

The Great Duke 
by Arthur Bryant 
(William Morrow; 492 pp.; $8.95) 
Once again Bryant brings his intel- 
lectual passion to bear on history. 
As a partisan of Wellington, he is 
perfectly willing to reveal his hero’s 
faults, confident that they will ap- 
pear trivial in light of the greatness 
of Wellington’s genius. The story of 
Wellington as commander is carried 
to the victory a t  Waterloo, but un- 
fortunately Bryant stops short of 
showing us the later Wellington of 
frequently stupid and stubborn polit- 
ical reaction. Nor, in fact, does 
Bryant reveal the full limitations of 
his hero’s military gcnius. As Cecil 
Woodham-Smith has noted, the 
Duke was so authentic a genius that 
he could triumph brilliantly, even 
given Britain’s archaic military in- 
stitutions (especially the system of 
purchasing commissions). Welling- 
ton was not statesman enough, how- 
ever, to see that these institutions 
would result in disaster when con- 
trolled by lesser hands than his. Per- 
haps Wellington was too humble to 
recognize his own genius; if so, it 
demonstrates that self-delusion is 
incompntible with statccraft, wheth- 
er delusion appears in the form of 
fa lx  modesty or falsc pride. 

ERRATUM: The correct title of 
Gayraud S. Wilmorc’s book, which 
was “Briefly Noted  in the Decem- 
ber issue, is B h k  Religion and 
Black R a d i c u l h .  


