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Gomulka 
by Nicholas Bethell 
(Pelican; 307 pp.; $2.65 [paper]) 

Sidney Waldman 

Nicholas Bethell has given us both 
an interesting political portrait of 
Wladyslaw Gomulka and a good 
political history of Poland since 
World War I. It is not a highly 
personal biography of Gomulka be- 
cause intimate details of his pcrsonal 
life are unavailable to both Western 
and,Eastem scholars. Rathcr it is a 
political biography that traces Go- 
mulka’s life as a member of the 
Communist Party of Poland between 
the world wars, his rise to powcr 
in Soviet-occupied Poland, his down- 
fall and arrest under Stalinism in the 
late 1940’s, his rcsurrection in the 
Polish October of 1956 and his po- 
litical collapse in the late 1960’s. 

Bethell analyzes recent Polish his- 
tory as it centers around the rise of 
the Polish Communist Party and 
Gomulka in their various struggles. 
The author’s argument that GomriE 
ka was both a Communist and a 
patriot and not a patriot first and a 
Communist sccond, and his argu- 
ment that Gomulka’s purpose in his 
political career has been to show 
that communism and Polish patrio- 
tism are compatible, provide major 
themes throughout the work. 

Perhaps the greatest shortcoming 
of Bethell’s generally acute analysis 
is his failure to describe adequately 
and cxplain Gomulka‘s failures from 
1958 to the end of his rulc. Too 
often the author speaks about Go- 
mulka’s stubbornness and inflexibili- 
ty during that period without giving 
thc reader an adequate sense of the 
issues at stake in Gomulka’s choices, 
his perspective in making these 
choices and a critique of that per- 
spective. 

Bethell’s analysis of the dilemmas 
and failures of the Allied wartime 
leaders (and the Allied press) as 
they faced the problem of crcating 
a new Polish govemmcnt out of the 
conflict between the “London gov- 
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rrnment” and the Communist forces 
in Sovict-occupictl Poland is ex- 
trcrnely valriable. Occasionally Betli- 
cll ex:iggcr:ites Churchill’s naivetd in 
his dcelings with Stalin and the 
“Polish problcm,” but his portrait 
of the Allicd leadcrs is gencr:illy fair 
:i i id Ii:il~incctl. Hc is also successfd 
in showing liow Comii1k;i bcc;ime 
i i  symbol for many Polcs in  the OC- 
to1)c.r crisis a s  Iie cmerged :is the 
Iicw l ~ i i t l ~ r ,  despite the fact that Itis 
gencr;il political iittitudc w;is some- 
wtiat misunrlcrstootl. He also shows 
Gomiilka’s personal courage in that 
crisis, ;I coiiragc reflected in his pre- 
vioris opposition to the Nazis, the 
I’ilsulski govrrrirnent and Stalin. 

Ncvc~thelcss, Bcthcll smns  s o  
iniprcsscd with Gomulka’s brand of 
~ I O ~ S O I I ~ I ~  integrity that he somctimcs 
f:iils to c ~ d ~ i t e  the Ic i idt~’~  politi~id 
philosophy as rcvcdecl i n  his choice 
of strilt(2gy ;ind tactics. Bethel1 does 
reveal t l i r  cxtciit to which raisoii 
t l ’ h  rlctcnniiicd Gomiilka‘s actions 
tlirougliout his pi~lilic lifr, even to 
Ill(! rsttrnt of 1)lintling the 1c;idcr to 
t l i c  costs of this attitude. Bcthell 

walks a tightrope as he tries to criti- 
cize Gomulka’s’ policies while still 
showing their rationale and the mit- 
igating factors underlying them; hc 
rarely falls off that tightrope. 

The careful nnalysis of Gomdka’s 
self-criticisms in 1948 in the face of 
n Stalinist attack and his :irgument 
that these criticisms, :i curious mix- 
ture of confession and pilrtid sclf- 
vindication, providtul what w a s  later 
seen ils an alternative brand of com- 
munism arc m o n g  the high points 
of the book. His discussion of why 
Gomdkn was not executed, while 
Rajk (Hung;iry), Kostov (Bulgaria) 
and Slarisky (Czcchoslovakia) were, 
despitc the faet that they wcre less 
revisionistic than Gomiilk:i, is d s o  
extrcmcly intcrcsting. This andysis, 
likc many in Bethell’s book, benclits 
from his willingncss to introducc n 
numl)cr of alterniitivc explanations 
and clirninate those which can be 
cl i~r~gi l rd~d,  keeping others wliicli 
arc I~li~\~sil)l(~.  

Thc major flmv is thc lack of 
tlepth at cruciiil points. For example, 
his ;inalysis of why Gomulka rejcct- 

ed his 1956 supporters, e.g., Kola- 
kowski, Kott and Andrzejewski, is 
supcrficial. To say that ..... once 
rebels come to power, they tend to 
lose their unorthodoxy. They will 
then seek to ‘unload their rebclli.oiis 
friends, men who werc once neces- 
sary i1nd uscfiil, but who cannot lie 
expectcd to form part of orderly 
revdutionilry government” is to bc 
siipcrficial. Whcther or not this hiip- 
pcns depends on the kind of revo- 
lution i1 prticular leader has in 
mind, : i d  Bethell’s analysis of the 
substance of Gomulka’s dispute with 
these men is cursory. More impor- 
tant, Bcthell does not adcquatcly 
describe the social and economic 
developments that caused Gomulka‘s 
shift in attitude from 19% to 1970, 
nor docs lie give the leader’s ra- 
tionale for that shift except in n 
siipcrficial way. 

Thc author‘s repeated allusions to 
Gomulka‘s “honesty” (as a Com- 
munist he did what he thought was 
rcquirrd ;incl right, given the cir- 
cumstmces) seem somewhat naive 
iiiitl C V ~ I I  apolitical in that they 
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avoid the hard political and philo- 
sophical questions that one must 
raise in evaluating someone such as 
Gomulka. 111 his conclysion Bethell 
quotes with approval Milovan Dji- 
Ins’s statement that Gomulka suffer- 
ed from dogmatic blindness and nar- 
row judgment. Yct he does riot tell 
us, even briefly, what alternatives 
Gomulka should have pursued to 
avoid such narrowness and blind- 
ness. Surely that blindness and dog- 
matism are reflected in more than 
Gomulka’s Stalinist-likc attitude in 
supporting the Soviet invasion of 
Czechoslovakia in 1968 arid his in- 
volvement, even if half-wittingly, in 
the anti-Semitic campaign in Poland 
of 1968. (Bethell commits one of his 
major errors in not seeing that Go- 
mulka‘s encouragement of the Soviet 

invasion of Czechoslovakia may 
have bccn partly or even largcly 
motivated by his own internal po- 
litical problems at that time when 
his own position was precarious.) 
Bethell’s statement that history may 
judge Gomulka more favorably than 
we do becanse of his achicvements 
in helping Eastern Europe move to- 
ward a more civilized polity ignores 
the question whether Gomulka was 
merely a symbol for forces operating 
in P o l i d  in 1956 or made a major 
cmntribution in dcvcloping and main- 
taining those forces. 

Gomrrlka is still an impressive 
piece of history, wcll researched, 
well written and extremely intcrest- 
ing. Thosc who write about Comul- 
ka in the futurc will have to come to 
terms with Nicholas Bethell. 

The Sovereign State of ITT 
by Anthony Sampson 
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Capitalism, Inflation and the Multinationals 
by Charles Levinson 
(Macmillan; 306 pp.; $7.95) 

Lawrence A. Veit 

Private enterpr ise  has passed 
through a variety of stages since the 
beginning of the industrial rcvolu- 
tion and has never been without its 
critics. Recently, critical attention 
has focused on the activities of the 
multinational corporations ( MNCs), 
although interest in the global oper- 
ations of companies is hardly new. 
hlarx had his own version of the 
search for global markets, in which 
economic aggrandizement would 
lead inevitably to the destruction of 
Western imperialism. Needlcss to 
say, that scenario has proved incor- 
rect, but if M a n  wcre alive today 
there is little doubt that he would 
be very much interested in the 
activities of the multinationals. 

In short, as the vehicle for hun- 

dreds of billions of dollars of world 
production, the MNC is an im- 
mensely complcx phenomenon, and 
our efforts to understand it must be 
given high priority. But the best 
efforts of researchers and analysts 
alike have shown that it is no easy 
task to investigate even one com- 
pany, much less generalize about 
the new role of multinationals. Thus, 
all new light is welcome, from what- 
ever source. 

Anthony Sampson has applicd his 
extensive literary abilities to the 
“ p r a t e  biography of one very, 
very interesting company, Interna- 
tional Telephone and Telegraph 
(ITT). Describing IT” as powerful, 
arrogant and amoral, he shows. that 
the company has consistently fol- 

lowed a policy of increasing corpo- 
rate profits without regard to the 
social and economic interests of the 
United States or the many other 
countries into which it has extended 
its operations. He hils chosen ITT, 
not because it is typical of MNCs, 
but because it is a “caricature.” As 
such, its capers have spiced many 
;I newspaper and clearly distinguish 
it as a prime source of material for 
his larger, deeper and more coherent 
effort. To his credit, he bends over 
Imkward to warn the reader that 
ITT‘s behavior is not typical of 
hfNCs, albeit others arc far from 
guiltless of similar indiscretions. 

According to Simpson, the swash- 
buckling and highly individualistic 
Sosthencs Uehn, the company’s 
founder and chief executive for 
morc t h n  thirty years, established 
a pattern for company oper ;I t’ rons- 
maverick, coercive, secretive and 
collusive. But personality is not the 
only cxplanation for 1”s peculiar 
life-style; bccause its initial business 
was communications, the successful 
pursuit of profits required Behn to 
deal from strength with a variety 
of foreign governments, and this in  
turn called for the development of 
a potent private intelligence net- 
work and dirty tricks arsenal. (Thc 
reader is urged to refer to testimony 
in thc Watergate hearings.) 

Sampson develops this theme in 
:I variety of ways, but perhaps his 
most fascinating evidence comes 
from confidential U.S. Governrncnt 
files which hnvc only recently been 
declassified. These show thilt I n ’ s  
behavior prior to and during the 
Second World War was something 
less than exemplary. In its singlc- 
minded pursuit of profits, and to 
avoid expropriation, the company 
was much more cooperative with the 
Nazis than other American firms, 
and, according to Sampson, if the 
Germans had won the war, I n ’ s  
excellent diplomacy would have 

cably Nazi; as they lost, it reemerged 
its impeccably American.” I n ’ s  OC- 

c;isional cooperation with Allied 
Intelligence does not seem sufficicnt 
justification for the government’s 
failure to punish the company for 

mxle the company i11lpear ‘I. impec- 


