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ous taste which also marked him. 
He refused to be drawn out concern- 
ing “LDB’s inner nature” because 
of his [Acheson’s] “repugnance to 
intruding upon that citadel of pri- 
vacy he guarded so vigilantly.” 
To die employees of the State 

Dcpartmcnt, who in October, 1951, 
were being subjected to the assaults 
of Joc McCarthy, he said elcgantly: 
“. . . in his discourses Machiavelli 
says, ‘Amongst the other means 
which ambitious citizens frequently 
employed to achieve power was this 
practice of calumniating.’ Well, if 
this was a racket in the sixteenth 
century, it certainly had something 
of a revival in the twentieth century. 
But, as I say, the way to meet this 
is to meet it by doing our duty, and 
if wc continue to do our duty, if 
we continue to hold our hexls high, 
it will pass.” 

In the New York Times Muguzine 
of October 11, 1958, there was a 
revelation of Acheson’s belief that 
“salvation lies only in work.” He 
Wils describing his meeting with 
Foster Ddles, invited “to arrange an 
orderly transfer of responsibility”: 

He told me that he was not 
going to work as I h:id done, but 
would free himself from involve- 
ment with what he referred to 
as personnel and administrative 
problems, in order to have more 
time to think. I did not comment, 
b,ut wns much struck by the con- 
junction of ideas. I wondered how 
it would turn out. For it had been 
my cxpcricnce that thought was 
not of much use without knowl- 
edge and guidance, and that who 
should give me both and how 
competent thcy would bc must 
depend on who chose, dealt with, 
assigned and promotcd thcsc peo- 
ple, and cstahlishcd the forms of 
organization within which thcy 
worked . . . . 
Not includcd in this collcction 

are words that he spoke in an inter- 
view with a journalist in the year 
before his death. Commenting, this 
time directly, on Senator Joseph 
McCarthy, he referred to him as a 
low, mean scounclrel, adding in typi- 

cally Achesonian contempt for the along with the papers he had 
contcmptible: “To denigrate him is gathered at the end of his life as 
to praise him.” This display of flash- “grapes from thoms or figs from 
ing scorn deserves to be preserved thistles.” 

The Politics of Nonviolent Action 
by Gene Sharp 
(Porter Sargent; 902 pp.; $24.95) 

Michael Ferber 

I wish I’d had this book four or five 
years ago. Around 1969 many of us 
in the nonviolent wing of the anti- 
\vi1r movernent began to feel a pres- 
sure to escalate our tactics into a 
new “seriousness” or “revolutionary 
commitment.” Even such dedicated 
groups :is the draft resistance or 
the Catholic Left, who deserved to 
feel they had made an impact on 
tlie increasingly antiwar public 
mood, felt thc demand to go “be- 
yond” nonviolent tactics and take 
up street fighting, trashing, bombing, 
kidnapping and “armed struggle.” 

Some of the pressure came from 
kindred groups: The Progressive 
Labor Party relentlessly criticized 
actions like symbolic sanctuary in 
cliurclies, and even draft refusal, 
as individualistic, bourgeois . and 
“mcrely symbolic” forms of “pseudo- 
struggle,” while the Weathermen 
insisted that if we were truly angry 
:incl truly brave, then we would be 
truly revolutionary and try to smash 
the state with Japanese street-fight- 
iiig tactics and plnstiqnc?. Some of 
the pressure came from the examplc 
of the 13lack Panthers, the Tupama- 
ros, the QuEbecois, a1 Fatah and 
cvcn thc! PRC of Vietnam, whose 
spectacular style and courage blind- 
ed 11s to the great differences in 
their situations, not to mention their 
failings. Some of the pressure came 
from the agonizingly slow way the 
massive ciimpaign of the peace 
movcment took effect, as one ousted 
villain was replaced by a greater 
villain, the troops dribbled home, 
the bomling went on and on, and 
our piltience and resilience wore out. 

And some of the pressure to take 
up violcncc came from our own 
ignorance of what nonviolence could 
do. So while we withstood the pres- 
sure, many of us felt demoralized, 
and we half bclievcd the arguments 
we disputed: that we were not seri- 
ous after all, but cowardly, and not 
political radicals but moralists, re- 
ligious pacifists or (worst of all) 
mere liberals. 

We would have been able to 
withstand the piessures better and 
continue our work in better spirits 
if more of us had known what Gene 
Sharp tells 11s in this enormous, 
cricyclopedic study. Not that much 
of it was unknown before, but noth- 
ing as  thorough, systematic and 
specific has been compiled until 
now. It is the fruit of over twenty 
ycars of reading and research, re- 
search that took Sharp to India, 
Norway and Oxford, as well as to 
jail (during the Korea11 War) for 
draft refusal. 

The research is impressive, though 
it should he said that the critical 
i1ppiiriltus rather weighs down the 
book: t h e  are over 100 pages of 
notes, a 50-page index and a 20- 
page Ilibliography. Over one-third 
of the text is an exhaustive list of 
nonviolent methods, 198 of them. 
each with a name, number and his- 
torical examples, ranging from let- 
ters and picket lines to the general 
strike and the creation of a parallel 
government, and including such 
unusual tactics as “collective dis- 
appearance” and “Lysistratic non: 
action,” the latter with two examples 
outside Aristophanes. There is some- 
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thing pedantic about this list, which 
Sharp admits is “too rigid to suit 
the reality,” and there is some repe- 
tition in the latter chapters which 
analyze the factors of nonviolent 
strategy. The book could have been 
trimmed by about a fourth (and the 
price trimmed accordingly) with no 
loss of content and some gain in 
elegance and handiness. 

But these defects are not vital, 
and the book‘s very size and format 
may help advance its central claims 
that nonviolent action is a practical 
method of political change, that it 
is susceptible of analysis, that it has 
a rich history and that it works. 
Sh:irp makes short work of prevail- 
ing clichQ about nonviolence: that 
it is religious, moralistic, symbolic 
and passive; that it depends on ra- 
tional persuasion or appeals to sym- 
pathy; and that its best practitioners 
are principled pacifists. He shows 
that ccrtain religious and moral 
views, pacifistic though they may 
be, can interfere with thc success 
of nonviolence; that it is anything 
but passive, often more devastat- 
ingly active than violence; that it 
often coerces the opponent into con- 
cessions much against his will; and 
that throughout history ordinary 
men and women have taken it up 
with great effect. It is not a weapon 
of the weak, for it may demand 
courage equal to, or greater than, 
that of a soldier, and it gives no gun 
to hide behind. It gives no guaran- 
tee that its users will not bc hurt 
or killed, nor is it guaranteed to suc- 
ceed. But compared to violent cam- 
paigns in similar situations, its 
success rate is higher and its loss 
of life less. 

These sevcre, hard-nosed consid- 
erations Sharp underscores by using 
military tcrms and strategic analo- 
gues. He cites Clilusewitz, Liddell 
Hart and othcr military theorists. 
He speaks of strategy, tactics, direct 
or indirect approaches, positions, 
discipline. casualties and even weap- 
ons. Even his lists of methods and 
analyses of factors seem to reflect 
the format of military manuals. All 
this, on first reading, is salutary, for 
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Pilgrimage to Now/Here 
by Frederick Franck 
Frederick Franck is an artist whose 
drawings and paintings are in the 
collections of over twenty museums 
in America, Europe and Japan. His 
drawings have been featured in For- 
tune, Harpers, Atlantic, New Yorker, 
Commonweal, and Worldview. In Pilg- 
rimage to NowlHere, Franck depicts 
his search for what  Christ and  
Buddha still have to say to modern 
man. His pilgrimage led him 
through Rome, India, Ceylon and 
Japan, where he talked to people of 
every level, including the Dalai 
Lama. This book is a welcome 
antidote to both the supercerebral 
and the “Zen is fun” presentations 
of Christianity-Buddhism within 
recent years. 18 original line drawings 
by author. 

Hardbound $6.95 
Paperback $3.95 

TWO PICTURE BOOKS 
by M a y  Phelan 
ABC of Celebration 
ABC of the City of Man 
ABC of Celebration is about the sim- 
ple, but profound, events of living 
and growing that children experi- 
ence. This book celebrates them in 
the form of the alphabet, because 
that is a familiar learning tool to chil- 
dren. For each letter there is a photo 
to help children understand some 
very human, but abstract, concepts, 
such as discovery, kindness and won- 
der, and to give the child an aware- 
ness of a larger family of people 
beyond his own culture. ABC of the 
City of Man, also using the alphabet 
as a guide with 26 stunning photos, 
presents beginning concepts of how 
people form their communities. 

Each volume, Paperback $2.95 

Pilgn‘muge to NowlHere 

Skelly the Sea Horse 
by Marilyn Brokamp 
Skelly is a combination of reading 
skills, science and art. Pictures for 
Skelly were drawn by pupils of St. 
Mary‘s in Bloomington, Illinois and 
each is the child’s interpretation of 
the text. Skelly and its adventure in 
this wonderfil world of water will also 
appeal to younger children who like 
to be read to. Skelly the Sea Horse is 
32 beautifully illustrated, delightful 
pages. 

Permaboard $2.95 

Rebuilding the Temple: 
Tradition and Change in 
Modern Asia 
by Ralph Buultjens 
Buultjens has written widely on 
Buddhist philosophy, Asian history 
and international finance. This book 
is an overview of Asia which treats 
of its living heritage, its discovery 
of new values, and its possible 
futures. Written in a very readable 
fashion for those who share the 
author‘s conviction that the prob- 
lems of humanity are global and that 
we can survive as a species only if 
we try to understand what motivates 
others who share the only planet any 
of us has. 

Hardbound $7.95, Paperback $3.95 
it clears away the sentimental fog 
we bring to the suhiect. hlanv d At your local bookstore or write to: ORBIS BOOKS, Muryknoll. NY 10545 
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the comparisons are not nt all meta- 
phorical, and even Gandhi, as Sharp 
shows, sometimes spoke of generals, 
orderly retreats and the like. But I 
think it can be a misleading analogy. 

Military techniques, after all, are 
largely isolable from the society that 
employs them, having to do with 
the technology of explosives, with 
speed and terrain, and with other 
nonsocial and even nonhuman fac- 
tors, whereas nonviolent struggle 
uses people themselves for its weap- 
ons. It relies on the entire social and 
economic structure to defeat its op- 
ponents, and its ultimate threat in 
a revolutionary situation is not to 
form a revolutionary army but to 
prevail on the govemment’s troops 
to put down their arms and join the 
civilians. 

Sharp does make some of these 
points, and he is aware of the com- 
plcxitics of any society, but the 
military analogy may have led him 
into a description of nonviolence 
that is too mechancial and “factor- 
able,” too distant from the feel of 
an unfolding social movement, too 
neutral and “value-free” in tone for 
a book that was obviously bom of 
deep social commitments. I feel un- 
easy when human affairs are dis- 
cussed, even by a friend, in a tone 
appropriate to a lecture on me- 
chanics. 

Sharp’s essentially laudable desire 
to toughen this subject makes it dif- 
ficult to locate him in a political 
philosophy. He is obviously against 
violence (by which he means killing 
and injuring or the threat to do so), 
but only incidentally do we learn 
what elsc he values and what else 
nonviolence implies. He says little 
to one for whom violence is ‘not the 
worst imaginable evil. He says little 
about modem guerrilla warfare, 
which would seem to have some of 
the features of nonviolent struggle, 
if only in its concem for the sea in 
which its mmbatants swim. And he 
suggests that nonviolence is a moral- 
ly neutral technique when he says, 
“There is nothing in nonviolent ac- 
tion to prevent it from being used 
for both ‘good‘ and ‘bad’ causes,” 
even though his next clause would 
seem to imply the contrary: “al- 

though the social consequences of 
its use for a ‘bad’ cause may differ 
considerably from the consequences 
of violence used for the same cause.” 
If the (good) social consequences 
of a nonviolent campaign run coun- 
ter to the (bad) intentions of a 
group, then that implies that non- 
violence is not neutral at all. I 
prefer David Dellinger’s claim that 
nonviolence cannot be used to en- 
force or defend certain values or 
practices (like slavery, imperialism 
and perhaps capitalism), but it can 
be used to defend those worth de- 
fending. Nonviolence, I think, is 
essentially a tool of the Left. Sharp’s 
vagueness on these points makes the 
book politically slippery. An obvi- 
ously humane intelligence informs 
it, but it does so with a noncommit- 
tal air. 

At the very end of the book there 
is a short discussion that redeems 
it from some of these criticisms, an 
interesting analysis of the tendency 
of violence to centralize power and 
of nonviolence to diffuse it. A seri- 
ous nonviolent campaign cannot 
succeed, Sharp explains, unless 
large numbers of people know how 
to take part in it. Obedience can 
only he voluntary (though discipline 
may be strong). Leadership is rarely 
permanent: The Commander-in- 
Chief of U.S. forces in Southeast 
Asia may sit out the war in the 
0v;il Office, but the leaders of a 
nonviolent movement will be the 
first to be arrested, or shot, and so 
iiltimately everyone must be a 
leader. Sharp makes more points, 
and they add up to a brief but im- 
portant contribution to democratic 
theory. He finally makes it clear 
that, to quote his last sentence, “It 
falls on each of us, on me and on 
you.” 

Tlic Politics of Nonviolent Action 
is rich enough to enlighten readers 
with very different perspectives and 
experiences. Scattered among its 
lists of techniques and discussions 
of strategy, for instance, is enough 
data to erect a revisionist interpreta- 
tion of the American Revolution: 
that the trim to a military struggle 
by the Continental Congress and its 
abandonment of the widespread 
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nonviolent tactics it had endorsed 
before 1775 were mistakes that de- 
laycd independence, divided the 
colonists and cost needless suffering. 
Dwelling frequently on the events 
in Russia in 1905 and 1917, the 
book also gives a basis for a theory 
of revolution that disagrees pointed- 
ly with Lenin’s, though it is not, I 
think, incompatible with Marxism. 
But coming to the book, as I did, 
from the New Lcft movement of 
the sixties, I found several niirrower 
subjects that speak more urgently 
to my condition. 

One was Sharp’s contention that, 
whatever impression governments 
may give, they often prefer that an 
inshrgent group use violcnce, for 
they can deal with violcncc, can 
crush it with impunity, whereas 
serious nonviolence may leave them 
bamcd and paralyzed. Nazi gen- 
erals have admitted they were re- 
licved when European resistancc 
groups took up arms, and an aide 
to General Smuts told Gnndhi that 
if he tiirricd to violence “we would 
know at once how to dispose of 
you.” 

Also compclling was Sharp’s ais- 
ciission of secrecy and how secrecy 
sets up a dynamic that is foreign 
to succcssful nonviolence. It dimin- 
ishes public sympathy and admira- 
tion, it heightens suspicion by the 
enemy, and it actually increases the 
feeling of insecurity and fear within 
the secret group. It is ineffective, 
finally, against infiltration by a de- 
termined police force, as n survey 
of the czarist Ochrana makes clear. 

These two matters help u s  to 
undcrstand another rcason for the 
decline of the New Left and the 
antiwar movement. For we now 
know that the police and FBI had 
infiltrated every important group- 
thc Weather Underground, the Pro- 
gressive Labor Party, the Catholic 
Left, antidraft groups, Vietnam 
Veterans-and they did so not only 
as spies but as agents provocateurs. 
Again and again we leam that a 
close decision to use violence was 
loudly urgcd by the agents, or facili- 
tilted technically by them, or (pos- 
sibly) carried out solcly by them 
and blamed on a radical group. 

There were some groups who were 
not as susccptible as others to this 
manipulation, although none was 
immune; those who were open gave 
nothing for spies to do, and those 
seriously committed to nonviolence 
could not be easily bullicd by 
provocateurs. 

Sobering as all this is, I find it 
somewhat cheering as well. For it 
suggests that it was not all our fault 

that the antiwar movement dis- 
solved. There werc other pressurcs 
on us than those I mentioned at the 
hginning, and they came directly 
from the government. And it idso 
suggests that the instincts of many 
of us in the sixties werc cssentially 
right, naive though we may have 
been, when we cheerfully and open- 
ly set out to make a peaceful, 
majoritarian revolution. 

Days of Sadness, Years of Triumph: 
The American Peode 1939-1945 
by Geoffrey Perret; 
(Coward, McCann & Geoghegan; 512 pp,; $10.00) 

David Leverenz 

There’s a charocter in Alice in Won- 
derland who never travels anywherc 
without a porpoise flopping along 
behind him. After all, as he says, he 
necds a ready answer for a11 those 
creatures who ask, “Where are you 
going and with what porpoise?’ 

Then too, in Cut’s Cradle, Kurt 
Vonnegut, Jr., makes a nice distinc- 
tion between different kinds of com- 
munity. A karass is a blood-brother 
sense between strangers, instantly 
recognized. A granfalloon is a false 
karass. as in “Oh! You’re from Indi- 
ana too! We’re Hoosiers too!” 

As I read Geoffrey Perrett’s ac- 
count of the growth toward transient 
unity of these United States during 
the Second World War, I had a re- 
current vision of Lewis Carroll’s por- 
poise balancing a granfalloon on its 
nose. World War I1 was the only 
war. perhaps the only experience, 
that the United States wholchearted- 
ly believed in. Coming out of a dis- 
astrously discombobulating Depres- 
sion, the cauntry seized on a set of 
common enemies with what amount- 
ed to obsessive relief, and geared up 
its productive capacities for a team 
effort that has never been matched. 

This productive effort, according 
to Mr. Perrett, solved most of the 
social ills that n decade of Ncw 

Deal tinkcrings hadn’t cured. As he 
concludes: “The war experience was 
;is close as this country has ever 
come to living the American Dream. 
Vague though that phrase is, if it 
means anything at all, it is that 
America has something for every- 
body. A wildly heterogeneous nation 
was more completely united in pur- 
pose and spirit than at any time in 
its history.” 

Perrett himself is only thirty-one 
years old. He has made it a labor of 
love to get back in touch with the 
experience that .shaped his elders so 
differently from his own generation. 
For me, also thirty-one, the experi- 
ence of reading such a mass of de- 
tail and prospective about the home 
front makes me fcel both envious 
of his achievement and more aware 
of how powerfully the war years 
touched our contcmporary leaders. 
Days of Sadness, Years of Triumph 

is more than an Only Yesterduy ac- 
count of the frills, fads and fears of 
the early forties. At every point Mr. 
Perrett strives for perspective. 
“When the Dutch Army surrcn- 
dered,” he observes, “the United 
States moved up to nineteenth place 
on the scale of world military 
powers.” He places the fire that 
killed 484 persons in Boston’s Coco- 


