
Cold Dawn takes the reader into a 
kind of looking-glass land. Rules 
govem it that might have come from 
the Red Queen, like the apothegm 
of the assured destruction school of 
strategy: .“Offense is defense, de- 
fense is offense. Killing people is 
good, killing weapons is bad.” Mys- 
terious characters pop up, like Col- 
onel ’ Leonid Vasilyevich Smimov, 
the man in charge of the Soviet nu- 
clear weapons program, “whom the 
Americans had never seen and didn’t 
expect to see,” but who appeared at 
the final round of talks, during 
Nuon’s visit to ‘Moscow,’ and did. 
most of the talking for the Soviet 
side. There is even a climax filled 
with suspense, ,excitement and a 
touch of slapstick, as American offi- 
cials rush around Moscow trying to 
iron out all the details of the agree- 
ment in time for the two leaders to 
put their names on it at the desig- 
nated moment. And the reader 
emerges from the labyrinth of SALT, 
as from looking-glass land, not know-, 
ing quite what to make of it all. At  
the end of the book Newhouse rrf- 
firms that “knowing what and how 
to think a b u t  SALT is no easier 
after agreement than before.’’ 

One way to gauge the significance 
of SALT is to draw out the parallel 
that Newhouse suggests with the 
Congress of Vienna, which con- 

’ vened after the Napoleonic wars. 
Both brought together the major 
powers of the international system. 
In both cases nations with different 

. domestic political systems found 
themselves forced together by a fear 
greater than their mutual antipathy: 
in the nineteenth century, the fear 
of revolution and a revived France, 
and in the twentieth, the fear of the 
terrible power of nuclear weapons. 
Both sets of negotiations involved 
delicate and detailed adjustments: 
in Vienna, adjustments of territory, 
and in SALT, adjustments of the 
contours of the two nuclear arsenals. 
In each case the details of the ad- 
justments mattered less than the 
habit of making them and the over- 
all principle of balance (or, as it is 
called in SALT, “parity”). And both 
the Congress of Vienna and the 
SALT negotiations represent the 

search for stability in world politics. 
The participant; in both cases’were 
not trying to usher in a new system 
of international relations, but to pre- 
serve the existing one, 

This disturbs Elizabeth Young. 
She devotes IL major part of her book, 
A Farewell to Arms Control? to flay- 
ing the United States and the Soviet 
Union for clamping down on what 
she calls “horizontal proliferation”- 
that is, the spread of nuclear weap- 

-ms to other countries-while rushing 
h e a d  pell-mell with “vertical pro- 
liferation”-the growth of their own 
nuclear stockpiles. This point has 
often been made by the French, who 
are particularly sensitive to big- 
power hypocrisy. In fact, Mrs. Young 
examines the reasons why France 
and China decided to acquire nu- 
clear weapons with greater sympa- 
thy than is usually found in the 
English-speaking world. (She is 
British.) 

She makes a useful distinction be- 
tween those who have pressed for 
arms control because “they wished 
to see the elimination of nuclear 
weapons, and those who wished to 
enhance the stability of the central 
strategic balance.” The second group 
has clearly carried the day in SALT. 
Mrs. Young finds the goal of the 

first more attradive.’Many will agree 
with her. She also detects signs that 
the growing awareness of how 
fragile the environment is, “the 
sense of one physical world, of one 
system vulnerable to misuse,” is start- 
ing to bend the energies of govem- 
ments toward achieving it. This is 
not persuasive. 

The current stage of SALT is 
grappling with the problems of ut- 

the number, of offensive missiles, 
with the hope of ultimately reducing 
the nuclear arsenals of the two sides. 
But no round in the foreseeable 
future will do away with them al- 
together. For SALT, os Newhouse 
says, “goes to the knuckle of secur- 
ity.” And where security is at stake, 
the guardians of the state invariably 
find that caution is the essence of 
wisdom, a discovery illustrated by a 
story that is popular in Israel: A 
visitor to Jerusalem asks his host 
whether Israel’s armed might doesn’t 
contradict biblical teachings. The 
Israeli replies: “It’s true that the 
Bible says that on the day of days 
the lion shall lie down with the lamb. 
But,” he continues, “it’s not the day 
of days yet. And even then,” he 
adds, “I’d rather he the lion than 
the lamb.” 

ting limits on the quality, os we fi as 

The Failure and the .HorJe 
by Will D. Campbell a id  James Y. Holloway. 

- 

(Ecrdmans; 266 pp.; $3.95 [paper] ) 

Benton Johnson 

This .is a collection of essays that 
originally, appeared in Katalhgete 
(Be Reconciled), a periodical pub- 
lished by the Committee of Southern 
Churchmen, which is an interracial 
organization of Protestants and Cath- 
olics living.in the South who are 
trying to do something as Christians 
to put an end to the conditions that 
sustain racism and oppression. The 
collection contains seventeen essays, 
,of which five were written by the 
editors. Among the other contributors 

are the late Thomas Merton; the 
Catholic novelist Walker Percy; 
John Howard Griffin, author of Bhck 
Like Me; and Fannie Lou Hamer, 
founder of the. Mississippi Freedom 
Democratic Party. 

All but one of these essays were 
written after the high-water mark of 
the Southern civil rights movement 
in’ 1965. Perhaps this is why their 
dominant tone is postliberal, both 
theologically and politically. As 
Campbell and Holloway put it, a 
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great deal has happened since that 
day in 1957 when they ‘and a hand- 
ful of other high-minded integra- 
tionists escorted the nine Negro chi:- 
dren into Central High School in 
Little Rock under the benign gaze 
of United States soldiers. What has 
happened can be summed up in a 
few phrases: black power, the new 
radicalism, Vietnam, law and order 
and the new resistance of Southern 
and Northern whites to the goals of 
the black movement. One thing has 
not changed; The mass of white 
Southern churchmen are as unrecep- 
tive as ever to the requirements of 
justice for black people. This book 
seems intended for them, or more 
precisely, it seems intended for those 
among them who are educated and 
middle-class. 

The postliberal tone is every- 
where. It is in Will Campbell’s re- 
sentment that the white Yankees 
who were helping in the Southem 
movement went home after 1985 and 
got involved in newer causes. It is 
in the several negative references to 
theologians of Relevance who invent 
new “theologies” on demand to ac- 

commodate the latest hobby of the 
secular intellectuals. It is in Walker 
Percy’s remarks about the mentality 
of the “Berkeley-Cambridge axis” 
and in James Holloway’s diatribe 
against our “technological, color TV, 
interstate highway, pastel bathroom, 
jet age, ‘nice’ civilization” of respect- 
ability and computerized, bureau- 
cratic control. It is also present in the 
way the black movement and black 
consciousness are treated. There are 
no appeals to the sympathy or con- 
science of white people. Ann Beard, 
who is black, explains how alien- 
ating it was to be labeled “bright” 
by Northern do-gooders and given 
the advantage of a “quality” educa- 
tion meant to tum her into a carbon 
copy of her benefactors. Griffin, who 
is white, reports on the mounting 
homicidal rage among blacks against 
white people and against the 
churches. Hamer tells of the black 
struggles in Mississippi without once 
pleading ,for white assistance. Vin- 
cent Harding celebrates black self- 
awareness and proclaims that black 
people must liberate this country 
and the world from the effects of 
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American racism and imperialism. 
The postliberal mood of these es- 

says is also reflected in their perspec- 
tive on the poor whites of the South. 
One selection is devoted to the “red- 
necks’’ of the flatlands, who are cur- 
rently supporting a revived Ku Klux 
Klan and engaging in a furtive kind 
of lynching known as “nigger-knock- 
ing.” A decade ago most liberals 
would have regarded this kind of 
white racism as a problem for the 
police, much as today’s conservatives 
view the problem of crime in the 
streets. But this book treats virulent 
racism and the black movement as 
two sides of a single coin, that is to 
say, as a struggle to overcome the 
similar conditions in which the poor 
of both races live. Pete Young’s essay 
on North Carolina Klansmen achieves 
a rare insight into the fury of poor 
whites who feel that the powers that 
be care for everybody except them. 
The editors’ interest in poor whites 
extends to the poor of Appalachia, a 
region where Negroes are only 8 
per cent of the population, but 
where many whites live in grinding 
and desperate poverty. Qne of the 
two essays about the Appalachian 
poor is the story of blrs. Ollie Combs 
of Knott County in eastern KCII- 
tucky, whose single-handed defiance 
stopped the bulldozers of a strip- 
mining company, saved her small 
home and brought about changes in 
state law. It is worth noting that 
Mrs. Combs’s success is the book‘s 
only triumphant moment. * 

Two of the essays make no men- 
tion Qf churches or religion In three 
others specifically Christian themes 
are clearly incidental to the main 
point. It seems significant that all 
the essays in which religious themes 
are either absent or incidental are 
pbout blacks and poor whites. They 
are essentially reports to a middle- 
class readership on the troubles of 
these subject peoples and their 
struggles to overcome them. The 
readers get information about other 
people and sermons for themselves. 
Sermons are what the bulk of the 
essays are, and all of them are 
strikingly Christian in tone. Their 
main theme is the failure of white 
churchmen to act like Christians in 



their relations with black people and 
indeed in their Whole posture to- 
ward the contemporary world. What 
gospel will help them do better? 
Not a secular gospel or a gospel of 
"social action," according to these' 
essayists, but rather the more tradi- 
tional gospel of reanciliation of man 
to God through Christ. 

Then! is go+ sense in this pre- 
scription. Calls for social action have 
never moved masses of Christians in 
the North, and they have made even 
less headway in the South. They will 
make no headway at all if they are 
phrased in the language of a de- 
mythologized gospel. Walker Percy 
is right: the South, unlike the r a t  
of the country, is "Christ-haunted." 
It knows what sin and rcdemption 
man.  Perhaps linking traditional 
Christian concepts to an ethic of jus- 
tice for subject peoples will produce 
startling results. Campbell and Hol- 
loway in particular seem to have 
hopes that. it will. Their essays are 
full of spomlyptic images and a 
rhetoric of sectarian zeal. 

Southern churchmen are acc'us- 
tomed to this sort of language, but 
they are also accustomed to ignoring 
its implications. For generations 
Southerners have twen singing, ''I'll 
Go Where You Want Me to Go, 
Dear Lord," without going any- 
where. Exaggerated imageery is sim- 
ply what one expects on Sunday. It 
is as much a part of the entertain- 
ment as the dinner that follows. 
Moreover, increasing numbers of 
serious churchmen are put off b y  it 
and are likely to be embarrassed by 
the pulpit antics of Campbell and 
Holloway. They may find the quieter 
but powerful language of the Cath- 
olic contributors more compelling. 

But even if they take these essays 
seriously, it is not entirely clear 
what they should do next. Although 
all the authors agree that the gospel 
demands racial justice, they arc re- 
luctant to tie the gospel to particu- 
lar programs of action. It is SUE- 
dent for the Christian simply to 
'%e"; there is nothing in particular 
to "do." This may be good theology, 
but it is not very useful guidance 
to people who have only the dimmest 
conception of what racial justice 

might require of them. Perhaps it 
will be swccess enough if these es- 
says play some part in making them 
simply stand aside while the subject 
populations build a new world for 
themselves. 

CONTRIBUTORS 
Invmc Lours Hohowrrz, Professor 
of Sociology and Political Scienoe at 
Rutgers, is ,.Editor-in-Chief of trans- 
actionISociety. 
MICHAEL MANDELBAUM, a Teach- 
ing Fellow at Haward, is preparing 
a thesis on the origins of nuclear 
strategy in the Kennedy Administra- 
tion. 
BENTON JOHNSON teaches sociology 
at the University of Oregon. 

Briefly Noted 

Frontiers for the Church 

by Robert McAfee Brown 
Today 

(Oxford; ' 149 pp.; $5.95) 

Picking up the shattered pieces from 
the past decade, Brown casts his 
dreams to the wind, which cames 
them to what he calls the "frontier." 
Popular, sensitive tu the varied facets 
of the church's life and mission, 
Brown offers provocative images by 
which to envision a frontier Chris- 
tianity. A valiant effort to call re- 
treat to retreat. 

The Greek Phoenix . 
by Joseph Braddock 
(Coward, McCann & Ceoghegan; 
233 pp.; $6.95) 
The first of the wars of the Romantic 
era, the Creek War for Independence 
retains much of its allure to intel- 
Icctuals. It was, in many ways, a 
war of myths; propaganda, words 
and images in which publicists were 
as vital as patriots and poets ranked 
among the paladins. Pretechnologi- 
cal, the conflict gave scope to heroes 
and poseurs, and its battles turned 
on moral factors as often as on 
material ones. And besides, writing 

about the Creek struggle provides 
an excuse for traveling %xtcnsively 
in Grecce and Twkey," as Braddock 
did. His book & very much a part 
of the nineteenthcentury myth; it 
is ideational history and bears only 
a slight resemblance to things IIS 

they happened. St. Clair's That 
Greece Might Still Be Free is more 
useful if accuracy is the issuo, but 
Braddock writes well, and his book 

. will please those who enjoy the less- 
er varieties of historical fiction. 

Abraham Lincoln: 8 

Theologian of American 

by Elton Trueblood 
(Harper h Row; 149 pp.; $4.95) 
Trueblood underscores the develop- 
ment evident in Lincoln's religious 
thinking, reaching its find phase, he 
believes, in the fall of 1862 and its 
apex only months before the assas- 
sination. The book is more like M 

album, with appropriate quotes and 
anecdotes filed under chapters such 
as "Lincoln and the Bible," "Lincoln 
and the Church," "Lincoln and 
Prayer." What analysis there is, is 
lifted directly, with credit, from 
Reinhold Niebuhr's writing on Lin- 
coln. An important subject handled 
with a minimum of imagination. 

Anguish 

Why Is the Third World 

by Piero Gheddo 
(Orbis; 143 pp.; $3.95 [paper]) 
A marvelously lucid and undogmat- 
ic appeal directed to' Christians in 
the rich countries. Father Gheddo 
takes into account. but is not taken 
in by, the more ideological explana- 
tions of world poverty and comes 
up with an approach that both has 

, common sense and is deeply rooted 
in Christian humanism. Most attrac- 
tive are the very specific suggestions 
for action. Despite a rather wooden 
style and some sloppy editing, this 
is undoubtedly one of the most use- 
ful manuals on world poverty. we 
have seen in a long time. Warmly 
recommended for church study and 
action groups. 

Poor? 


