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aste, as is now well known, has become W a cosmic threat, Scientists have warned 
us that the accumulated product of overpopulation 
is strangling the environment, Smoky filth darkens 
the sky, turning the air into lethal gas. The junk of 
existence piles up, transforming park greens into tin 
mines. The oil of industry spills death where once 
there was life, 

That this must be stopped is indisputable. But, 
until now, no suitable plan has been offered. My 
modest proposal will cure two of man’s greatest ills 
1)y ending overpopulation and providing a new 
source of income for the poor. And, since experts 
link overcrowding with aggressive behavior, war 
may even be eliminated. 

The first step toward putting my proposal into 
action has already been taken. We need only to 
follow its lead to the logical benefits accruing from 
it. That first step was the Supreme Court’s legaliza- 
tion of nationwide abortion. With that sweeping re- 
form, the way is open to implement my proposal. 

There are approximately twenty million poor 
people in this country. (The figures are estimates, 
since the actual numbers make no difference. The 
logic, however, is precise.) Of these twenty million, 
al>out half are women. Half again are in their child- 
har ing years. Thus we have in this nation about 
five million breeders at poverty levels. This is the 
core group that can be used €or the betterment of 
themselves and humankind. 

Since about one million people die each year, we 
can permit an equal number to be bom. So, of all 
the breeders conceived at one time, one-fifth would 
be licensed to give birth. The beauty of my plan is 
this: Rather than discourage conception (as has been 
tried and found unsuccessful) we should promote it 
with the one stipulation that only one child in five 
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will be born. Thus overpopulation will be eliminated 
and the number of people controlled at a stable 
point. Of course, if needed in times of war, the rate 
could easily be adjusted upward; if population 
should decline, fewer Iicenses could be granted, 

What about the other four-fifths, the 80 per cent 
of breeders who are not licensed? They are the for- 
tunate ones. Their unborn are an untapped resource 
ready for exploitation. Several unique uses can be 
made of them once they have been aborted, 

First, the more human-looking POCs (products 
of conception) can be bottled and sold as curios in 
novelty stores. At a reasonable price per POC, these 
floating statues would grace any elegant coffee table 
and make excellent conversation pieces or den dec- 
orations. Imagine the delight of guests as they count 
the number of toes or admire the closed eyes, 

If the POCs were expertly preserved and mummi- 
fied, they could be marketed as the only real “baby 
dolls.” Chlldren would be delighted to own them, to 
caress the real, pliant skin. Since photos have proven 
how well developed unborn children are even at 
early stages, these dolls would certainly be superior 
to the products of the conventional factories. They 
would also serve an educational purpose, since they 
could double as models in anatomy lessons and re- 
production classes. 

A very lucky breeder might abort a living POC, 
which then could be used in scientific investigation. 
Thanks to the Court’s ruling, a POC can be aborted 
virtually up to the moment of delivery. Undoubtedly 
many of these will survive, at least long enough to 
be hooked up to some instruments. Imagine the bene- 
fit to mankind. Think of the strides to he made in 
the improvement of prenatal care. These POCs 
would bring a good price, apd their use would un- 
doubtedly make their breeder proud. Once these ex- 
perimental POCs reach full-term and are no longer 
needed for science, they could be unhooked and sold 
as dolls (assuming they had not been so disfigured 

46 



A MODEST PROPOSAL / 47 

The possibilities are almost endless, Certain fam- 
ilies and races might become famous for the tender- 
ness of their POCs or the appealing cuteness of their 
dolls. Of course, part of everyone's income must go 
to the unfortunate class of breeders who are doomed 
to bring children to birth. These people have nothing 

The advantages I have outlined so far are most 
alluring. The mbdest proposal should be adopted as 
soon as possible. Overpopulation will be a thing of 
the past. The poor will have a saleable cohmodity. 
This has a double effect. Financially it gives them 
security, independence and a guaranteed income. 
Psychologically it gives them status, since they will 
monopolize the POC market. They will be the nou- 
veau riche, a position they only dreamed of before. 
Of necessity the government must keep strict control 
over their income level to avoid creating a new 
power group, If the masses took control, freedoms 
would be endangered, and we cannot even imagine 
the restrictive and barbaric laws they might enact. 

. of value and should be,helped. 

hat about the upper classes? Since they W will all be sterilized to avoid glutting 
the market, they can direct their energies toward 
more important matters than self-indulgence. Even 
the medical profession is enhanced in this plan; 
abortion specialties will multiply and the numerous 
experiments will provide new impetus to progress. 

I can think of no major objections to this plan, 
although there are no'doubt aspects in need of fur- 
ther refinement. I offer it to the world with no 
thought of monetary reward; the knowledge that I 
have contributed to modem life is reward enough. 
When crowding has been reduced, territorial expan- 
sion and its curse of war will be things of the past. 
My proposal brings closer that day when the killing 
will be ended and humankind can live in peace 
and nobility. 

by the experimentation that they might scare little 
children), 

Unfortunately most of the POCs aborted now are 
mutilated by the procedure and cannot be sold as 
dolls or for scientific purposes. These POCs are often 
shredded and diced during the abortion, coming out 
of the womb in pieces that are barely (if at all) 
recognizable. Ingeniously, therefore, I have devel- 
oped a method by which these POCs will bring the 
highest price on the market and benefit the poor 
breeder even more. 

hey will be marketed as food, a new deli- 
. T cacy, not unlike caviar (which, after 

all, is unborn fish). Attractively packaged and clev- 
erly advertised, these tasty morsels would bring a 
handsome profit. The social set in their sophistication 
become bored with the same bill of fare; and we are 
eager to pay top price for something novel. Chefs 
could, no doubt, create new recipes. I can imagine 
POCs as spread for. crackers, as a condiment or as a 
dessert. The best restaurants would feature them 
flambd or as part of a unique shishkabob. (Warning 
to food processors: Do not confuse the meaty POC 
with any foreign matter such as the afterbirth; this 
product must be entirely divorced from bad taste. ) 

With this plan, poverty will be ended in a short 
time. The breeder invests nothing. Medical costs 
would be paid by a new governmental agency, the 
Bureau of the Nonviable, Unnecessary and Maybe 
Human. All profit accrues to the breeder, Do not 
forget also that the breeder and the spouse can be' 
employed full time with no threat that one will have 
to quit to devote time to children. One cannot pic- 
ture poverty in a home of two people with three 
incomes, their own plus profits as breeders. 

Once these methods are perfected and the system 
established, breeders should be able to produce two 
POCs per annum. Fertility pills can encourage mul- 
tiple POCs and quick profits. 


