
CONNECTIONS 

Foreign ministers are not famous for their candor. 
Garret FitzGerald’s assessment of the futures fac- 
ing Ireland, however, is painfully straightforward. 
We would put it even more bluntly. Ireland may 
be sliding toward the mass slaughter of an all- 
out civil war within the next year or three. Read 
FitzGerald, then talk it over with others, especial- 
ly with those Irish-Americans who are supporting 
“our brave boys in the sacred struggle against 
the British.” 

Janet Smith, as our long-term readers know, 
also has a thing about candor. She is concerned 
that the American people may be taken in by the 
terribly urbane Mr. CQoke‘s tour of our Ameri- 
can past. (What we editorially give to the British 
with one hand we take away with the other.) 

It is an unhappy tenth anniversary for the Free 
Speech Movement that began-only ten years 
ago?-back in Berkeley. Dale Vree was very 
much there. Now he tells us where he has been, 
personally and ideologically, since then. An in- 
structive account with which many will be able 
to identify. 

The general assumption is that Franco’s end 
will mean the beginning of liberalization in Spain. 
Look at what’s happening in Portugal, we’re told. 
Stanley Payne offers some solid reasons for look- 
ing at Spain instead. Francok is not the only 
cloud on the liberal horizon. 

Surely not world federalism again! Not so fast, 
answers Alan Geyer. Sometimes the options once 
dismissed return in new and more usable form. 
What Geyer proposes we have not been through 
before. 

That Jews and Blacks should “get back to- 
gether again” was by no means a foregone con- 
clusion at the recent meeting C. Eric Lincoln and 
Leonard Fein attended. (On every article we wel- 
come letters to the editor; on some we expect 
them.) 

Nor should it be lightly assumed that we know 
what freedom means. Gastif, Quigley, and Goulet 
have at the question (and perhaps at one an- 
other) in a lively exchange touching upon some 
of the most basic moral and political issues in 
our kind of world. 

On the ethics of covert operations Berger, 
checks out ,liberal feet for shoe sizes. Borowitz 
conducts what will surely be far from the  last 
moral roundup on what Watergate was(?) all 
about. “Tsitsi Shaba” tells a chilling tale about 
Rhodesia, unfortunately only one of the many 
places where you cannot write under your real 

name, not if you want to see your family again. 
Neuhaus makes the shocking proposal that Henry 
Kissinger is not indispensable. It appears to be 
a shock to Mr. Kissinger at least. On a happier, 
even whimsical, note, Martin Green dissects that 
rather odd little English world that produced the 
likes of Malcolm Muggeridge. Anything that 
promises .to make Mr. Muggeridge even slightly 
explicable is to be welcomed. 

And still much more. As a very proper New 
York publishing acquaintance of ours is fond of 
saying, it is an issue of which we need not be 
ashamed. More important, we hope it  is an issue 
that you, the reader, will find rewarding. But now 
we have kept you from it  too long. . . . 

EXCURSUS I 
Blacks and Jews Together 

For four days this past June, about fifty Black 
Americans and Jewish Americans met at Fisk 
University. From Los Angeles and Chicago, New 
York and St. Petersburg, Atlanta, Nashville, 
Cleveland, Philadelphia, Providence and Dur- 
ham, they came to talk to each other, to compare 
notes, to test each other’s perceptions of reality. 
They made neither claim nor effort to represent 
all Blacks or all Jews. They conscientiously rop- 
resented themselves, their own perspectives, and 
their own experiences, personal and intellectual. 

The Jews and Blacks who came to Fisk were 
for the most part scholars or academics. Some 
were clergymen, but their status as religious 
leaders, or in some cases their identification with 
various civil rights agencies, was incidental to 
their status as scholars. Yale and Brandeis, Co- 
lumbia and Vanderbilt, Hebrew Union, Fisk, Mor- 
gan, Temple, Duke, Hunter College, City Univer- 
sity of New York, and Union Theological Semin- 
ary were all represented. Some names were 
familiar: James Cone, Irving Greenberg, Charles 
Copher, Bertram Kohn, Benjamin Quarks, Leon- 
ard Fein, Samuel DuBois Cook, John Henrik 
Clarke, Martin S. Rozenberg, and Robert Rotberg. 
Some such as Alvin Pouissaint and Elliot P. Skin- 
ner could not attend but sent papers anyway. The 
occasion was billed as a Black-Jewish Consttlta- 
tion. It was intended to provide an opportunity 
for Jews and Blacks in the business of thinking 
to say what they’d been thinking about. I t  was 
not intended as an occasion for activists or poli- 
ticians. although the public was invited to hcar 
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