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The sccne is a random recollection, a prologue, a 
graphic image from 1948 that invades the conscious- 
ness and remains there. It is part of that question 
that is netler asked. It is the bridge, the true and 
sibtle bridge, that links the inward movement of 
thc human soul to the political mind. 

W e  are walking along the coast road, to escape 
Haifa, to seek refuge in Lebanon. Z am eight years 
old. A peasant woman is giving birth on the wayside. 
Hcr labor pains make her emit ghostly sounds. The 
day is like a canvas, a tableau vivant, of eoents and 
pco le and movement. Behind us is the city, where 

the spirit of a whole generation, to rob it of the sub- 
stance of life for decades to come. And I am anxious 
about the bicycb 1 have left behind. You do not 
moum the dead when you are a child. You do not 
comprehend the processes of history. You 'just trun- 
cate vision and encapsulate the world within the 
confines of your perceptions as a child. And these 
perceptions stay with you, the original leap to a 
maturing consciousness. 1 am the owner of a new 
bicycle that had been left  behind. What if someone 
were to steal it whib we were in Lebanon wafting 
for the Aetum? 1 ask my parents. Some weeks later, 
in the refugee camp at the outskirts of Beirut, I plead 
with my father to return to Haifa, just for one short 
visit, one quick trip across the border, .across an 
armistice line we had no hand in drawing, to reclaim 
my possession. Why can't we go back? I &nuand 
again and again. What can't we? MIJ father just 
mumbles incoherently to the efject that he wishes he 

bo b.' ies lay supine and where gunsmoke is to choke 
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were dead. Two years later his wish is granted. A 
new generation of Palestinians begins to grow up and 
acquire a past all i ts own. 

t is not historical fact, claims, and inter- I pretations vying for credence against 
counterfact, claims, and interpretations that have 
determined the course of events in Palestine. Rather 
it is how Israelis and Palestinians over the years 
have come to perceive their reality and how each 
has built a whole body of active mythology to give 
outer shape to its maturing energies. Each of the 
two peoples' is molded by its historical experiences 
it has h s t  internalized and then projected in varieties 
of expression. The substance of what is right, who is 
right, becomes subordinated to, or is preceded by, 
the texture and contours of a erson's sense of other- 

Jews who came from Europe and elsewhere to 
settle in Palestine after the First World War ended 
their diaspora by beginning the Palestinian ghourba. 
For the Jews it was the beginning of a state, a song, 
a metaphor of birth decked out with flags'of con- 
quest. For the Palestinians it was the beginning of 
statelessness, a nightmare, the helplessness of defeat. 

Now, after twenty-seven years in the ghourba, the 
Palestinians are seeking to tranform their experience 
as a nation-in-exile and to transplant it in their own 
state. Palestine and its two peoples may or may not 
be reunified in the near future; but to assume that 
a separate Palestinian state will not be eqtablished 
in the West Bank and Gaza in the immediate future 
one must first assume that.history will be deflected 
from its preordained course. 
To talk about twenty-seven years from now is to 

recognize the delicate link that binds that future to 
the present and to the preceding twenty-seven years. 

Palestine in the twenties, at the outset of the strug- 
gle €or Palestine. A society that is predominantly 

ness, the force and quality of K 's sense of oppression. 
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agricultural, yet with highly sophisticated urban 
centers, such as Haifa, Jaffa, Jerusalem, Nablus, 
which had become noted in the Arab world ,over the 
centuries for its intellectual and commercial enter- 
prise. With the outbreak of the Second World War 
and the fragmentation of Arab nationalism (Syrian, 
Lebanese, Egyptian, etc.) the Palestinian was be- 
coming acutely conscious of his sense of Palestinian- 
ness. The 1936-39 revolt for independence the Pales- 
tinians mounted against the British further enhanced 
this consciousness of nationhood. 

I3y the time of the refugee exodus of 1918 from 
that part of Palestine that came to be known as Is- 
rael, his country had become. to the average Pales- 
tinian, the source of his essential repertoire of mean- 
ing, the prop of his e\reryday life as a peasant, a 
professional, a tradesman, or an artist: The Pales- 
tinian seeking refuge in any of the neighboring 
countries was not moving from one part of the Arab 
world to the other with the impressive ease of a 
commuter; for at deep levels where his political and 
existential reality was shaped he had already come 
to regard his country of birth as the land from which 
he had drawn his myths, his metaphor,.his laughter, 
and his ethos. 

From 1948 onward, from the first generation that 
has brought &th it  graphic images of Palestine, to 
the second generation that grew up in exile and to 
whom these images were passed, the Return entered 
a Palestinian’s consciousness and caught fire. Argu- 
ments about whether or not, about why and why not 
Palestinians could have been resettled in host coun- 
tries became redundant (and, to the Palestinian, 
intolerably degrading). For it was the Palestinians 
themselves who violently rejected and looked upon 
with repugnance schemes to integrate them in the 
Arab world. 

From the Arab world but not of it, with no state, 
government, or authority to appeal to in a moment 
of crisis; sitting.near the door where eviction or 
imprisonment awaited them at the first sign of 
trouble, Palestinians would revert to their aboriginal 
Palestinianness to survive. The whole world and its 
resources are pitted against them, they would argue. 
They were to be smarter than others around them, 
they were to acquire a toughened veneer to interact 
with their reality, they were to fall back on the tricks 
,they were learning in their ghourba. They were to 
do all this, and more, merely to survive. 

Through no fault of its own a new generation of 
Palestininns was growing up unable to remind the 
world of its existence or to nudge it into recognition 
of its stark reality and pain. Even before they could 
begin to acquire a past of their own everything had 
crumbled behind them. Their homeland. Their social 
systems and institutions. Their rich controlling im- 
ages. The mosaic of their everyday active mythology. 
Leaderless, fragmented, and helpless, the Palestin- 
ians after 1948 had no way of reasssmbling their 

The pmsioll t l : O d d  

be dissipated, 

John Foster Diilles claimed, 

and the new Palestinians 

would be absorbed. 

past or affecting changes in their situation. They 
lived behind the blackened walls of that shadowy 
worrd of the exile, the refugee, the occupied, the 
third-class citizen, the terrified alien with the state- 
less travel document. And they waited for Godot. 

While on a state visit to Lebanon in 1953, that 
cold warrior, U.S. Secretary of State John Foster 
Dulles, gave a speech at  the Alumni Club of The 
American University of Beirut. He was certain, he 
said, that the Palestinian problem would be solved 
in time-when a new generation of Palestinians grew 
up with no attachment to the land. The passion 
would be dissipated, he claimed, and the new Pales- 
tinians would be absorbed. A s  simple as that. 

nd that is where matters stood. The West A Bank ( a  1948 remnant of Palestine) 
was annexed by the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, 
a feudal monarchy established by the British in the 
colonial heyday, headed by Prince (later King) Ab- 
dulla, whom the British grafted onto the region from 
distant Hijaz in the Arabian Peninsula. The Pales- 
tinians, who Lvere universally recognized as the most 
politically and educationally sophisticated people in 
the hliddle East, found themselves in that phantas- 
magoric world of Ha5hemite rule where all political 
parties were banned, labor unions illegal, free expres- 
sion punishable by imprisonment, and where voting 
in elections, whenever “elections” ’were held, was 
restricted to male property owners. 

Less than hvo years after the annexation, or 
“union” as the Hashemite ruling family called it, a 
youngster from Haifa (whose father had died under 
torture in an Amman jail) assassinated the King out- 
side the Aqsa mosque in Jerusalem. ‘Abdulla’s grand- 
son,. the present King Hussein, took power while still 
in his teens. Since then fifteen attempts have been 
made on his life or his throne. He endured by the 
grace of the presence of British troops and American 
aid. And with him endured the Hashemite tradition. 
To this day no political parties or labor unions are 
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allowed, and only male property owners can vote. 
To this day the King governs by decree. . 

In the Gaza Strip-which, like the West Bank, was 
another remnant of 1948 Palestine and inhabited ex- 
clusively by Palestinians-the people came under the 
control of the Egyptians, who set up a military gov- 
ernment there and left the Palestinians more or less 
to themselves. The population, half of whom were 
refugees from the southem towns and villages in 
Palestine that liad come under Israel’s control, was 
restricted to the Strip, Travel to Israel was, of course, 
barred. Trips east to the \Vest Bank by Palestinians 
wlio ivished to visit relatives or seek employment 
were extremely difficult, Egypt, to the south, dis- 
couraged the Gazans from entering it  for any pur- 
pose. 

No wonder that from time to time refugees, former 
peasants from nearby towns and \illages behind the 
armistice lines, crossed the border “to return home” 
now that the ivar had ended-only to be shot as,“in- 
filtmtors.” It \vas in Gazri‘that the Palestinians had 
the liarshest conditions, and it was in Gaza that the 
guerrilla movement had its beginnings. In Lebanon 
and Syria, where the rest of the Palestinians lived, 
the refugee camp became an isolated world of non- 
being, unt i l  the mid-fifties, when many left in search 
of employment atid a better life in other parts of the 
Arab world and beyond. Like John Foster Dulles, 
the \vorld and Israel waited for a “new generation 
of Palestinians to grow up with no attachment to the 
land.” They irraited for the problem to go away. 

c alien lands of the ghourba are a ter- Th rifying lvorld to live in, to grow up in. 
For the Palestinian a space alm9ays remained behveen 
him and the world lie inhabited; behveen him and 
the m;iinstream of events. A space remained behveen 
him and the laws that governed his reality; behveen 
him and the crowd of dancers on the floor; behveen 
him and a I)icycle in a Haifa attic. 

In Israel, where he was dubbed an “Israeli Arab” 
(“look at how much better off they are compared to 
other ‘Arabs’”); in Jordan, where he was a “Jorda- 
nian citizen” (“the only country where he became a 
citizen uith equal, or almost equal, rights”); and in 
Lebanon and Syria, where he was simply “the refu- 
gee” (“we have nothing against them really”)-in 
all these places the Palestinian had nothing left ex- 
cept n set of cogent images of Palestine and a 
memory of cloudless summers stretching backward 
from 1918. The old Palestinians had nothing left ex- 
cept the iiarcotic of surrender and resignation that 
lulled them to sleep. The new generation of Pales- 
tinians had nothing left except the questions that 
sprang from their reality, relentlessly seeking an: 
swers. 

In the refugee camp psychological violence and 
physical violence rule supreme. Violence around the 
Palestinian. Violence within the Palestinian. The 

violence of resignation. The violence of hunger and 
the cold. The violence of alienation. The violence, of 
aloneness. Violence is like a Palestinian’s name or 
his skin. He grows up with it. .Violence in all its 
devastating forms inflicted on Palestinians by Pales- 
tinians, by others on Palestinians, becomes after 
awhile an extension of one’s Palestinianness. I t  is 
the dialectical tension behveen a Palestinian and his 
outside world. In the camp people live on top of each 
other. They fight each other. They castigate each 
other. They kill each other. They have done all that, 
not to the outside world, but to each other. 

Thus, when a generation of Palestinians grew up, 
they had become more than just toughened by their 
keality; they had become dehumanized by it. For, as 
the helpless denizens of a helpless nation-in-exile, 
they now began to hate. The Arab world. The West- 
em world. The forces of-evil, across the border, re- 
sponsible for their situation. How can one not hate 
when one begins to question one’s status and its 
mutilated images? How can-the infemo of the cam , 

without the cathartic paroxysms of hate that enable 
the victim of oppression to retain his sanity? Only 
when an oppressed person begins to hit back at the 
world does he begin to regain his sense of worth 
and his equilibrium. Only then does hate cease to be 
his .projective response to reality. His struggle for 
liberation becomes the antidote to the red wounds, 
the throbbing pain, the private terrors of his whatnot 
land. He fights. He talks. He creates visions. He is no 
longer the footprint of a shadow that history cast on 
the wayside. He now knows that oppression will dis- 
integrate at his stubborn pull. 

‘ 

of the ghetto, of statelessness, become bearab P e 

. 

our kinds of Palestinians have emerged F over the last twenty-seven years. The 
Palestinian of the West Bank and Gaza, whose ex- 
perience under Jordanian or Egyptian rule-and later 
Israeli occupation-alternated between defiance’ and 
resentful submission. The Palestinian of the refugee 
camps, who was molded by street life, violence, and 
rebellion. The Palestinian who stayed behind and 
grew up in Israel, and whose isolation merely served 
to enhance his sense of otherness and enable him to 
produce the richest Palestinian cultural and literary 
output. And the Palestinian of the ghourba, who 
formed the intellectual and revolutionary Clite of the 
Palestinian eople and of the Arab world. 

of national identity and psyche. A Palestinian meets 
a Lebanese, Syrian, or any other Arab. He shares 
with him his language, his history, his struggle for 
independence. He shares with him, say, his ideology, 
his vision, his socioeconomic background. He  does 
not, however, share with him that psychic tension 
that has its roots in the accumulated experiences 
that began in 1948: the desire to flee out of time 
into the transnational, transcultural antiworld of Pal- 

AU these, K owever, shared a strikingly cogent sense 



estinianness, forever possessed by the private, the 
existential, and the oblique. 

The Palestinian literature, poetry, and art that 
emerged in the ghourba were initially preoccupied 
with conveying the mysteries inherent in the Return, 
the Trip back, backward, to Palestine. Following the 
end of the state of quiescence that had characterized 
the Palestinians till 1967, the Return began to ac- 
quire dialectical images, a trip forward, matching a 
corresponding shift in folk rhetoric. In the rhetoric of 
1975, according to one PLO representative, “there 
is something worse than a West Bank-Gaza state, 
and that is having nothing.” At least the Palestinians 
(so the argument goes) will no longer have their 
noses rubbed in the vomit of foreign military occu- 
pation, refugee camps, and the destitution of home- 
lessness. 

n the event this separate state is estab- I lished, its impact on Palestinian society 
will be no less cataclysmic than that series of hap- 
penings in 1948 that resulted in the shaking and 
virtual destruction of Palestinian class structure and 
value systems, and in the growth of a new con- 
sciousness. 

The separate state, however, raises too many ques- 
tions with too many imponderables. Identifying it at 
this stage is like putting one’s fingers on quicksilver. 
Will a separate state be established in the context of 
an overall settlement of the Middle East confiict? 
Will it be in its ideological and sociopolitical con- 
struct a true reflection of the mass sentiment of the 
Palestinian people? Will it be a demilitarized puppet 
state whose raison d’dtre is grouped in response to 
the reactionary aspirations of the Palestinian bour- 
geoisie on the one hand and to Jordanian-Israeli- 
Big Power machinations on the other? Will the rep- 
resentatives of the Palestinian people, the PLO, be 
the body to negotiate over, and later take their posi- 
tion of leadership in, this state? Not least of all, will 
the very foundation of this state be made such that 
it will truncate the natural processes of history by 
mitigating against the ultimate reunification of Pal- 
estine? 

In other words, will we, hoping to ossify “the Pal- 
estinian problem” beyond regeneration, create con- 
ditions for future conflict? Or, conversely, will we 
create conditions for a state to become politically 
viable and for a people to reassemble its nation and 
gather its exiles? Working on the assumption that 
it is the latter, we will witness an evolutionary con- 
tinuum not unlike that which occurred in Israel fol- 
lowing its creation in 1948. People will run down 
the streets and dance with excitement, and a spon- 
taneous explosion of emotion will trigger a mass 
influx of ghourba Palestinians who will want to par- 
ticipate in the process of nation-building. The loud 
cries will be those of joy, of laughter: We are no 
longer alone, no longer destitute. We have returned 

“ . . . they loill be driven 

. . . by arrogance, 

feelings of superiority, 

and the chosen-people 

syndrome.” 

home, to our state; we have left behind us the what- 
not Iand of the host state. Now we shall light a fire 
and see the first spark leap. Now we are not answer- 
abIe to the world about where we shall go, about 
saying farewell, about drinking water from itspois- 
oned wells, showing it our raw and strange sorrows. 

But vision, like the strange mysteries in any 
tragedy, is not the same when we visualize it as 
when we realize it. As in Israel, so it will be in 
Palestine. The effects, the impact-of statehood, will 
be stultifying. Whereas from 1918 onward the Pales- 
tinians were possessed by inward forces to excel, 
soon after the establishment of their state they will 
be driven, like the Israelis before them, by arrogance, 
feelings of superiority, and the chosen-peo le syn-  

of oppression? Have they not survived the harrow- 
ing oppressiveness of exile? Palestinian culture will 
inevitably begin to undergo dramatic changes over 
the years reflecting a smugness of purpose. Only a 
mime of the frenzied passions of the ghourba in 
poetry, music, theory, and vision will survive. Work- 
ing outward from whatever sociopolitical stress and 
strain may exist at the time, the Palestinians will 
probably bring forth a new typology of family values 
and existential ethics. 

The separate state will contain and neutralize a 
Palestinian. Isolated from everything a Palestinian 
found his anchorage in the ghourba; his solace; his 
raison d’itre, was his profession as a merchant of 
ideas, a prophet, an agitator against the’status quo 
and the established order. Now in his own land he 
will bring back into his society the virtues-or the 
vices-of direct focus, of drive to economic security 
and prosperity, of cold and astringent needs. Own- 
ing nothing, robbed of everything in the ghourba, 
Palestinians found the passion of words their tool, 
the metaphor of revolution their convention of mean- 
ing, and the voice of rebellion their vernacular. In 
Palestine the angle of vision will be encapsulated’ 
around the borders, its pitch stabilizing and driving 

drome. For have they not come from a bac E ground 
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outward social and political life. Without a truly 
articulated system of values, such as socialism, life 
and manners in this new state will become, as they 
did in Israel, brittle, self-conscious, and exceedingly 
tiresome. 

t the moment there are approximately A three million Palestinians.’ Less than 
half of them already live in the West Bank and Gaza, 
wliere this new state will be established. Of the rest, 
tliosc who will want to go back will do so with 
\varying degrees of enthusiasm. Though initially a 
Palestinian state \vi11 have a great emotional impact 
on all Pnlestinians, reghdless of their class back- 
ground, the refugees obviously will be the first to 
have an interest in seeing their camps dismantled 
and in returning to a normal and stable life. Pales- 
tinian \vbrkers and the lower middle classes, who 
presently live in host countries but outside the camps, 
will also have nothing to lose in leaving their ghettos 
and throwing out their alien work permits in order 
to live in their own state. Affluent Palestinians, busi- 
nessmen, professionals, intellectuals, and others who 
l i a \ ~ ~ ,  Over the years, carved out n comfortable exis- 
tencc for themselves in places. like Kuwait, Beirut, 
Libya, tlic Arabian Peninsula, and Iraq, will wonder, 
beforp> aking their inevitable move, whether or not 

by returning, and whether their retum is a trip 
forward or backwaid. 

Tlie questions that Palestinians will ask, indeed 
Iiave already asked, are pertinent ones centering 
first on whose needs this new state will satisfy and 
whose political interests and birthrights it might be 
compromising. Proceeding from the axiom that every 
I’ale tinian will have a stake and a say in a new 

that a struggle for leadership, a struggle for a sys- 
tem of values, a struggle for hegemony by the Marx- 
ists and the nationalists will ensue. The West Bank 
landowners and bourgeoisie will wish to protect 
their privileges from en,croachment by, say, the 
Palestine National Front, an indigenous Communist 
group that is (with occupation conditions prevail- 
ing) presently underground but with allegiance 
pledged to the PLO. Within the PLO itself the 
moderate and radical factions, such as el Fatah and 
the ‘PFLP, will vie for leadership and support from 
the masses for their respective visions of national 
liberation and socialist revolution. 

The result of all this will determine how the new 
state \ \ T i l l  interact with other Arab states in the 
region, with Israel and the rest of the world, whether 
it will ado t an anti-imperialist position, whether it 
will consi B er itself the terminus in the historical 
evolution of the Palestinian people, or whether the 
reunification of Palestine and the free movement of 
peoples within it is its goal. 

Culturally, however, there will be no question that. 

their ‘e -F onomic or ideological interests are served 

Pales 1 ine, one could forecast with uncanny accuracy 

the self-image, the status, the mythology of Pales- 
tinians will aiter over the years. Suddenly the mass 
of Palestinians will find that their anger, their dis- 
content, their senseof having been dealt an injustice, 
their social ills will be channeled inside their state, 
directed at their own leaders-not as hitherto bas 
been the case, at the world, at foreign occupiers, 
at imperialism, at Zionism. Palestinian children who 
now are born and grow up in the ghourba-already 
the third generation-learn a fierce sense o f  their 
Palestinianness and of their identification with all 
those intangible links to Palestine. With a new state 
established, this will become dissipated along with 
the ethos of the Return. Much will be lost in the 
combativeness of Palestinian society, its authority 
structure, its resentment of traditional leadership, its 
reliance on spontaneity and enterprise and all those 
other traits that a whole generation has grown up 
with over the last quarter century in exile. 

Cynical Palestinians who form part of that group 
known as the “rejection front” hold that a truncated 
Palestinian state will serve the interests of Zionist 
apartheid by straitjacketing or putting a strangle- 
hold on Palestinian aspirations for national inde- 
pendence in a truly viable, democratic Palestine: To 
say. that, other Palestinians counter, would be to 
disregard the ingenuity of the Palestinian people as 
a politically sophisticated national entity, a people 
who will be capable of responding to challenges in 
their already sixty-five-year-old struggle for nation- 
hood. It is difficult to imagine that a people who 
have indelibly etched their name on Palestine and 
the consciousness of the world for so many years will 
fail to project a presence, a tone, and a spell on what- 
ever conditions they live under. 

Present conditions in the West Bank and Gaza 
are not sufficient to make the territory economically 
viable; but as a separate state, with a legitimate 
moral and political c1aim“on some of the oil wealth 
in the Arab world, say $4 billion (less than three- 
months revenue from Saudi Arabia alone), it is 
almost certain that a “take-off point could be 
reached in a comparatively short period of time. 

~~ 

‘ In  1967 the Palestinian population numbered around 
2.4 million, of whom 57 per cent were refugees and 43 
per cent  nonrefugees. The latter category refers to Pales- 
tinians who on the eve of the 1948 war had lived and 
continued to live in the West Bank (20 per cent), Gam 
(6 per cent), Israel (12 per cent), and other places (5 
per cent). In 1967 the Palestinian population was dis- 
persed in the following places: the East and the West 
Banks of the River Jordan (52 per cent), Gaza (17 per 
cent), Israel (12 per cent), Lebanon (7 per cent), Syria 
( 6  per cent), and other places-Persian Gulf, North 
Africa, Canada, Australia, USA-(0 per cent). Ir should 
be noted that the destabilizing effects of Israeli occupa- 
tion and the second refugee exodus of the June Wnr of 
1967 would render some of the above figures incorrect. 



hloreover, according to think-tank Palestinians at the 
Palestine Research Center, a Palestinian state will 
have the capacity and know-how to become the most 
technologically advanced in the Arab world. 

n the West, but more specifically in Amer- I ica, the image of the Palestinian is that 
of a refugee stqnding in rags outside his tent, a fierce 
guerrilla fighter with a Kalashnikov, or a submissive 
construction \vorker under Israeli occupation on his 
way to work in Israel. Few realize that Palestinians 
not only have the highest literacy rate in the Middle 
East but that behveen 1948 and 1967, according to 
UNESCO figures, they have trained more university 
graduates than any country in the Middle East, in- 
cluding Israel.’ Palestinian students are enrolling at 
universities in the Arab world and abroad at least 
on a level comparable to England and France. Pal- 
estinian manpower resources have been responsible 
over the last quarter century for the most innovative 
ideas ever introduced in the Arab world in banking, 
business, the sciences, education, and belles lethes. 

Palestinians, again contrary to popular myths 
about them here, are highly organized under the 
umbrella (and beyond) of the Palestine Liberation 
Organization into popular institutions such as the 
Palestine National Council ( a parliament-in-exile) , 
the Palestine Workers Union, the General Union of 
Palestinian Women, the Palestine National Fund, 
the Palestine Red Crescent; and other unions or 
societies of writers, students, teachers, professors, 
and artists, as well as into national councils and ex- 
ecutive committees that oversee the economic .and 
political work of Palestinians. This vast reservoir of 
expertise and initiative that Palestinians have in 
abundance can sparantee the economic take-off that 
the Palestine Research Center claims \vi11 exceed 
anything yet witnessed anywhere in the area. 

And when Palestinians begin, they will probably 
begin by rebuilding those thousands of homes on 
the West Bank and Gaza that the Israelis had blown 
up for “giving aid and shelter” or being sympathetic 
to the Resistance during the occupation. 

Whatever portrait we may wish to paint of a 
future Palestinian state, in its cultural and other 
manifestations, must surely remain impressionistic. 
One aspect of the portrait that will not be impres- 
sionistic for the average Palestinian, but rather 

“ . . . there will be no 

question that the 

self-image, the status, 
I 

the mythology 

of Palestinians 

will alter over 

the years.” 

starkly real, and which will have a fascinating im- 
pact on his consciousness, will be the knowledge 
that he is in his own country. The jeeps driving down 
the streets of Jerusalem and Nablus will not be filled 
with occupation soldiers. There will not be a knock 
on the door in the middle of the night by a foreign 
policeman or soldier with a Preventive Detention 
Warrant. The papers he cames on him will not be a 
stateless travel document but  an innocuous driver’s 
license. The men standing on the curb will be carry- 
ing bricklayers’ tools to build a house, not Israeli 
soldiers carrying explosives to blow it up. When he 
looks for a job, he won’t need an alien work per- 
mit. When he fills in a form, he won’t agonize over 
the blank requiring him to write down his national- 
ity. And finally, wherever a Palestinian may opt to 
live in the world, he will lcnow that in a moment of 
crisis, in a moment of helplessnes?, he has somewhere 
to go. He can Return. 

Until that happens, however, until a Palestinian 
can regain what almost everyone in .the world takes 
for granted as a birthright, he lives in a void. A dull 
void, He caresses thoughts. He merely sees the red- 
ness in the blood of vision. He has nothing to 
squander. Nothing. 

‘See “High Level Palestinian Manpower” by Nabeel 
Shaath, Journal of Palestine Studies .(Winter. 1972). 
Also U N R W A  Rwd, 1966-1967. 


