
with equal fruit to the phenomenon of and ridicule just because it was a be- 
Kipling-the overexcited celebration trayal of the deeper truths of the mod- 
of the English ruling class induced by em world system. But this is enough to 
Britain’s having become an empire show how endlessly suggestive is 
(after the Indian Mutiny), an excite- Wallerstein’s thesis and how much to 
ment that so soon brought on reaction be recommended his book. 

Religious Movements 
in Contemporary America 

edited by Irving I. Zaretsky 
and Mark P. Leone 

(Princeton University Press: 838 pp.; $25.00) 

Martin E. Marty 

Two worlds, both unfamiliar to most 
of us in  America, are opened for read- 
ers of this two-pound book. The first is 
the world of marginal religions; the 
second, the cosmos inhabited by an- 
thropologists. Excellent bibliographies 
and careful editing make this a most 
valuable reference work. 1 picture that 
for a generation to come some of its 
chapters will be the main point of ac- 
cess to the separate cults or move- 
ments that are studied. While it is true 
that different merhods are employed 
and different aspects of religion attract 
the various scholars’ eyes, a distinctive 
plot emerges. 

John Wilson properly points out that 
the marginal religions, those that are 
nowhere near the putative “main- 
stream,” have not received their due 
by the historians. In one sense this is 
not true. In recent years much more 
notice has been given Mormonism, 
Christian Science, Pentecostalism. and 
the like than has been shown 
Methodism or other mainline denomi- 
nations. The more withdrawn or exotic 
churches inspire curiosity, while the 
standard brands and garden variety 
types are so familiar they blend into 
the landscape. 

The curiosity extended the marginal 
groups by scholars and the book- 
buying public, however, has been 
selective and unsustained. In this sense 
Wilson is correct. The story of these 
groups has not yet been ‘successfully 
integrated into the whole plot of 

. 

American religiosity. Could i t  be, ask 
many of the contributors to this vol- 
ume, that there is no such thing as 
“normative” religion, over against 
which the marginal groups are meas- 
ured negatively? Could. i t  also be that 
in their splendid varieties they offer 
people many of the same things that 
Catholicism, Judaism, and the statisti- 
cally predominant forms of Protestant- 
ism do? 

Could i t  even be that in  certain 
periods of crisis and stress they offer 
more and better boons and bounties 
than do the domesticated and accom- 
modated familiar religions? Yes, i t  
could be. After a generation of studies 
like this one edited by Zaretsky and 
Leone, it should be possible to see 
parallels, complementarities, and over- 
lappings between what once was re- 
garded as mainline and what once was 
regarded as marginal. 

For the moment, though, let the 
cults and sects themselves have their 
moment in the sun. They have at- 
tracted attention in  the mass media: 
We have seen cover stories about 
“Occult Explosions,” Jesus People, 
Pentecostalism, and the like. Eastern 
religious emphases have made their 
way into taken-for-granted places of 
repose in the culture. far from the days 
when only San Francisco beatniks em- 
braced them. They are not likely to 
prevail, but they are establishing 
themselves on cultic lines and suffu- 
sing many of the biblical religious 
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groups that had forgotten their own ec- 
static and meditative or  mystical 
bases. 

While the media have shown mem- 
bers of these groups to be countercul- 
turalists of sundry sorts, stoned and 
happy in their communes, the overall 
impression one gets is of a kind of.  
pathos that drives people to such 
membership. They look for The Big 
Answer; devotees of Meher Baba, as 
Dick Anthony and Thomas Robbins 
here tell about them, have no doubts. 
Nor do the Negro Jehovah's Witnesses, 
who are treated with such a sense 
of immediacy by Lee R. Cooper, who 
reproduces typical conversations in- 
volving Witnesses trying to convert 
someone. Along with The Big Answer 
they seek The Big Experience, some- 
thing that will lift them out of the 
humdrum. 

Many of the cultists and occultists, 
however, give evidence that they are 
tired of what Philip Slater calls the 
American "pursuit of loneliness." 
There is something frantic about their 
zealous quests for community. And, 
under i t  all, one senses a terror that 
goes with loss of identity and direc- 
tion. 1 found Zaretsky's own chapter 
on Spiritualists to be one of the most 
revealing and moving. In "Bay City," 
California, he observes them shopping 
for ministers, coming "just on time," 
visiting no one, leaving if they do not 
get satisfying direction from the Spirit 
world, going back out into the night 
and the loneliness. 

Numerous authors point to what 1' 
call the "revolving door" effect; many, 
devotees come and go, rotating 
through these philosophies and organi- 
zations. People, especially the psychi- 
cally mobile young, are "into" one 
group one year and "into" another the 
next,. layering psychic scar upon scar. 
Not that the analysts in this book are 
all critical of them. They tend to range 
from being empathic to even mildly 
affirmative. They beam out messages: 
If  the mainline religious groups do not 
fill certain needs, these marginal ones 
will continue to prosper. 

All along one senses a kind of past 
knsc mood in the presentations-but 
certainly not so far as the Mormons or 
Pentecostalists or Jehovah's Witnesses 
are concerned. In their own ways they 

are adapted to American life knd have 
found their formula for combining at- 
homeness (they are less frequently 
persecuted than in the past) with the 
kind of distance that provides identity. 
But the newer intrusions from the East 
and elsewhere, those without a longer 
cultural tradition in this country, seem 
to belong more to the years of the 
counterculture, the turn  from the six- 
ties to the seventies. Many studies here 
end with words'about the future pros- 
perity of a group, but something in the 
air or in the bones tells the reader that 
the crest is past. 

Marginal religion is not likely to 
disappear; anthropologists will con- 
tinue to have plenty of subject matter. 
That brings us to the second world 
brought home to larger, publics by 
Zaretsky-Leone and friends, that of the 
anthropological study of religion. We 
have long been accustomed to the idea 
tha t  anthropologists belong among 
Samoans and Siberians, but i t  takes 
some adjusting to picture them in the 
company of San Franciscans. Yet they 
have brought important tools to a field 
formerly preempted by historians, 
theologians, and sociologists. The 
reader soon learns to become familiar 
with Victor Turner's concept of limi- 
nality. Robert Bellah's understanding 
of religion and symbolization, and the 
like. In the process i t  is difficult to 
evade the use of the anthropological 
angle of vision on the more familiar 
faiths. The act of baptizing and of tak- 
ing bread and wine in Catholic or 
Episcopal churches has to be seen a- 
fresh after one has recognized what part 
such acts play in religious based in 
other cultures or without biblical roots. 

The contributors, the?,, throw light 
on religion by studying:!the argot by 
which groups define their borders and 
"in" people; by probing the intentions 
of ritual language in black cults; by 
asking what a positive confrontation 
with evil in Satanist cells does for 
therapy; by asking why glossolalia ex- 
ists among new middle classes. They ' 
lead one to ask: Is religion epipheno- 
menal? Is it always gravy and frosting? 
Is it always explained as an addition to 
something deeper? Can it be reduced 
to the "nothing but" idea (that it is 
nothing but a response to social and 
psychological needs)? 

Nothing but? Is there a religious a 
priori ,  an irreducible religious element 
in the human being? Does God speak 
directly to the peatecostal, or is the 
charismatic member merely in a cir- 
cumstance where a high premium is  
placed on nonrepressed language-so 
the speaker in tongues comes through 
and belts out what is expected, thus to 
be confirmed in the group? An- 
thropological scholarship can no more 
answer such questions simply than can 
history or sociology, or, I suppose, 
theology. What we should be most 
grateful for at the moment is the pres- 
ence of a scholarly generation that is 
not dogmatic about the "nothing but" 
idea, one that is patient with the di- 
verse spiritual expressions, one ready 
to explain but not exhaust explanations. 

How can one clump the three dozen 
scholars who here bring so many gifts 
and approaches to the subject? They 
belong.10 no academic cult or sect 
themselves. What they offer is an ex- 
cellent mid-seventies roundup of re- 
ligious phenomena and ways of study- 
ing them. If anything decisive results 
from a reading of this collection it is 
the sense that the simplistic projections 
a few years ago of a forthcoming 
"Secular Man" were mistakes or mis- 
timings. Secularity is here, coloring 
many aspects of life but not reaching 
all zones where the search for meaning 
and belonging nags. A recent New 
Yorker cartoon shows an auto driver on 
whose bumper is a sticker: "Honk if 
You Believe in Anything." Such a 
real-life driver would leave in his trail 
a noisy avenue of honkers. Americans 
still, or again seem to, "believe in 
everything." They will not go un- 
noticed, unmonitored, unworried- 
about, unrepresented so long as the an- 
thropologists are corralled by editors 
like Zaretsky and Leone. Such experts 
.are exposing to view a side of national 
life with which few of us are capable, 
and not all of us are willing, to deal. 

~~ ~ 
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Briefly Noted 
Two Cheers for 

the Affluent Society: 
A Spirited Defense 

of Economic Growth 
by Wilfred Beckerman 
(St. Martin's Press; 238 pp.; $7.95) 

Cheerful and spirited indeed. A broad- 
side of informed and witty arguments 
against the antigrowth ideologists by a 
British economist who is also an expert 
on pollution. Most of the arguments 
have been made before (as by Peter Pas- 
sell and Leonard Ross, not to mention 
Richard Neuhaus, Worldview's own 
answer to the Club of Rome), but it's 
nice to have them put together in a very 
readable way. 

- P e t e r  L .  Berger 

ordain that some should die, the justice 
of man is altogether and always insuffi- 
cient for saying who these may be." 
Unlike many critics of our legal system, 
Black acknowledges that punishment is 
both legitimate and necessary. He is 
also keenly aware that what he says 
about "caprice and mistake" in capital 
cases is applicable to all criminal pro- 
ceedings. His argument hinges on the 
reader's readiness to stipulate that 
"death is different" from other forms of 
punishment. "We have to keep using 
[our present process] as a means of 
choosing for other punishment, even as 
we slowly try to make it better, but for 
the death of a person it will not do, and it 
cannot be reformed enough to do." The 
latter point is crucial, of course, in con- 
nection with the efforts of numerous 
state legislatures to devise laws that will 
get by the Supreme Court's most recent 

Correspondence  om p .  2) 
To the Editors: Though I agree with 
Mr. Finn's general conclusion, particu- 
larly about the future role of the United 
States, 1 am confused by several 
features of his Excursus. First, his 
formulations of the "two separate but 
related responses" to the question 
"Who is to be held responsible" for the 
collapse of the Saigon regime? are not 
quite symmetrical. One response, ac- 
cording to high officials, is that 
Congress in its recent frame of mind, as 
well as opponents of U . S .  military 
intervention in Indochina. are respon- 
sible for the collapse. The second 
response, as Mr. Finn characterizes it, 
is nof an answer to the question "Who 
is responsible?" I t  is, rather, 3 

conclusion drawn from the Vietnam 
experience about the inadvisability of 
all U.S. intervention. Perhaps what Mr .  
Finn means is that. according to the 

strictures, procedural rather than sub- second response, those U.S. policy- 
Burundi: The Tragic Yeus stantive, on capital punishment. Not the makers and their supporters who have 
by Thomas Patrick Melady least value of this little book is the re- favored a general interventionist 

(Orbis; I IO pp.; $4.95) 

Melady was U.S. ambassador to 
Burundi from 1969 to 1972 and is an 
eyewitness to the genocidal slaughters 
that have afflicted that part of Africa. 
Some of the gut-wrenching story told in 
the book has appeared in Worldview (see 
the May issue). Melady writes as a man 
aware of the larger and depressing im- 
plications that events in  Burundi may 
hold for the future of Africa. 

Capital Punishment 
by Charles L. Black, 
(Norton; 96 pp.; $ I  .95 [paper]) 

Jr. 

This year the Supreme Court may rule in 
such a way as to abolish capital punish- 
ment definitively. At least that is what 
many hope and many others fear. The 
subtitle of this important tract leaves no 
doubt about where Charles Black 
stands: "The Inevitability of Caprice 
and Mistake." Black. professor of law 
at Yale, does not dispute the right of the 
state to inflict the death penalty, nor 
does he deny that retribution may have 
some n e c e s s e  role in the scheme of 
things. His argument is summed up in 
his paraphrase of a rabbinic opinion: 
"Though the justice of God may indeed 

spect with which Black treats the argu- 
ments of the proponents of the death 
penalty. For those convinced on other 
grounds of the evil of capital punish- 
ment Black offers important reinforce- 
ment for an additional argument. For the 
undecided he unfolds the caprice and 
mistake thesis in a manner most readers 
should find highly persuasive, if not 
conclusive. 

The Defeat of America 
by Henry Steele 

Commager 
(Simon & Schuster; 164 pp.; $2.95 
[paper]) 

A reissue with post-Watergate updat- 
ing. This distinguished American his- 
torian is inclined to view the ending of 
the Vietnam war and the resolution of 
Watergate as "vindic@tions" of the 
American constitutional system. As we 
face the several gargantuan tasks of the 
last part of the century one wants to 
believe Mr. Commager is right in think- 
ing America capable of "learning from 
these tragedies." This little volume is 
more in the nature of an assertion than of 
an argument. The subtitle is "Presiden- 
tial Power and the National Character." 

foreign policy are to blame for Saigon's 
collapse. Thus revised, both responses 
now answer the same question. 

Mr. Finn rejects the first response as 
oversimple and misguided. But his 
stated reasons for doing so are puz- 
zling. "Contrary to James Schlesinger." 
Finn writes, "American support for 
South Vietnam has not been 'nig- 
gardly' and therefore the 'proximate 
cause' of the present retreat." While I 
am not sure whether Congressional 
restraints on aid to the GVN over the 
past months contributed to the loss of 
confidence and morale among the 
ARVN forces, i t  is reasonable to raise 
the question. and nothing Mr. Finn says 
helps to settle it. 

Indeed. before the D R V  offensive, 
the argument of some congressmen and 
their supporters in favor of restrict 
aid to the GVN was that U.S. 
assistance does more harm than good 
by prolonging the war and the suffer- 
ing. In  terms somewhat akin to Finn's 
own, they contended that the results of 
a DRV victory "will probably entail 
less evil" than the suffering and killing 
produced by continuing the military 
conflict. The point of .the argument 
was, as I understand i t ,  that the U.S. 
should reduce aid and allow the "less 
evil" result to happen. 

1 do not know how influential or how 

c g  


