
52 

from a life most of them disdained. 
Already apparent are the glimmerings 

of the tragic motif tha t  became predomi- 
nant  in the Vietnamese war. As Leslie 
Fiedler has written about the literature 
of the period: “The notions of glory, 
honor, and courage lose all meaning 
when in the West men, still nominally 
Christian, come to believe that the worst 
thing of all is to die-when, for the first 
time in a thousand years, i t  is possible to 
admit that nocause is worth dying for.” 

The Korean experience only accen- 
tuated the tendency of the World War 11 
novels, some of the best of which came 
years later-books such as Joseph Hel- 
ler’s Cutch-22 and Kurt Vonnegut’s 
Motlier Night. These deal with indi- 
viduals who can no longer be convinced 
by the eloquent and sublime pro’paganda 
that moved men to war at the beginning 
of the century. Instead, their pro- 
tagonists are men immune to idealism 
and patriotism, men who understand 
that war will be a continual factor in  the 
nation’s life but are by no means con- 
vinced that i t  ever achieves its stated 
goals. 

For the mass of men, deeply suspi- 
cious of h e  military organization and of a 
nation that can compel them to fight for 
reasons that are not persuasive, people 
like John F. Kennedy and Norman 
Mailer tried to create a compelling 
heroic model for the atomic age. Their 
efforts appear to have been prompted 
less by persuasion than by pragmatism. 

Without such a model that will induce 
men to stepforward spontaneously the 
alternatives are compulsion or an army 
of uncommitted mercenaries that fight 
for pay and excitement. Since neither 
alternative is acceptable for a demo- 
cratic society, ,Aichinger is perhaps 
right in suggesting that the current anti- 
war literature may be followed by a 
movement among some novelists to 
reestablish a convincing heroic mode 
that can be of service to the United 
States in its minor wars of the nuclear 
age. 

The restatement of heroic values in a 
way meaningful to our time will be 
nothing more than a chimera, however, 
indeed an actual disservice to the nation, 
unless men can honestly be persuaded to 
believe in i t  and in its accompanying 
goals and policies. Clearly that is not the 
case at present. Reintroducing the 
heroic factor, with its implicit message 
of self-sacrifice and dedication to qual- 
ities grander than oneself, is largely 
conditional upon a radically altered ap- 
proach to governance among the na- 
tion’s highest officeholders. Unfortu- 
nately, Aichinger does not bother to 
consider this significant point. 

Professor Aichinger’s book is 
nonetheless an intelligent survey of an 
important complex of issues. Based on 
too small a sample, his essay cannot be 
definitive. I t  is at least suggestive for 
future researchers, who will be sure to 
benefit from what he has begun. 

The Energy Crisis: 
World Struggle for Power and Wealth 
by Michael Tanzer 
(Monthly Review Press; 170 pp.; $6.95) 

B. Bruce-Briggs 

A predictable result of any newly pub- 
licized “problem” is what might be 
called “crisis-exploitation,” or the de- 
ployment of the problem in support of 
some course advocated long before the 
problem appeared. Thus the recent 
energy crisis has been exploited to jus- 
t i fy  building mass transit, stopping 
“suburban sprawl,” deregulating natu- 
ral gas, giving more or less support to 
Israel, increasing the cost of driving, 

slowing down environmental legisla- 
tion, changing our “materialist” val- 
ues, and so on. A new crisis also re- 
quired a battery of ideological explana- 
tions to inform the faithful of all sects 
why the crisis further validates their 
respective positions. 

The avowed purpose of this book is 
“to show that there is no real energy 
crisis, in the sense of a physical shortage 
of energy resources; rather, there is an 

artificially contrived scarcity generated 
by various forces operating within the 
overall framework of the international 
capitalist economy.” 

That must have been written for 
another book, for this one shows no such 
thing. The only attempts in this direc- 
tion are a few asides to the effect that, 
but for the oil companies, we would use 
“public” transport and coal (and have 
less pollution!) and that the oil com- 
panies have not explored the entire 
world (because oil was so cheap in the 
Middle East!). The author seems to as- 
sume that petroleum is everywhere. For 
example, the only reason India i s  oil-dry 
is that i t  lacks a “progressive and 
egalitarian society” like Mainland 
China. Presumably, if Hussein were 
overthrown, a Peoples Republic of Jor- 
dan would strike oil where John Mecoim 
could not. In  reality, governments can 
operate routine refining. transportation. 
and marketing functions, but not explo- 
ration. “Wildcatting” is a gambler’s 
operation. and bureaucrats cannot be 
permitted to gamble. Indeed, in the 
“socialist” states Tanzer so admires, 
managers who fail are charged with 
“sabotage” and put against the wall. 

Tanzer catalogues all the conven- 
tional sins of the international oil com- 
panies: they operate in the U.S. interest, 
have U.S. government support. make 
monopoly profits, and play dirty pool in  
the Third World. Unless one shares 
Tanzer’s disgust for the society in which 
he lives, i t  is difficult to understand why 
these are even venial sins. Most Ameri- 
cans, I suspect, believe that U.S. com- 
panies should act in the U.S. interest 
and that the U.S. Government should 
protect the rights of its citizens. 
“Monopoly profits” would hi t  home, 
except that Tanzer also believes that oil 
is too cheap. In truth, for every penny of 
profit the consumer pays more than four 
cents to governments. 

As to corrupting the Third World, 
Tanzer chooses to be ignorant of the 
public morality of those unfortunate 
countries long before anyone ever heard 
of petroleum o r  international 
capitalism. Any  popular history of U.S. 
relations with the Barbary Pirates is 
sufficient to illustrate the ethics of most 
Third World rulers since the dawn of 
history. The oil companies pay off for 
the same reason we “tip” the examiner 
for our driving test. 

As to manipulating foreign govern- 
ments, Tanzer fails to take seriously the 



fact that almost all nationalizations of 
U.S. oil interests have been executed 
successfully. His own book is full of 
episodes in which all-powerful oil com- 
panies were confounded by govern- 
ments andlor independents. On one 
page i t  is held that U.S. "imperialism" 
controls Latin America; on another we 
are told that 70 per cent of Latin Ameri- 
can refining capability is locally owned. 
In addition. he omits any discussion of 
the many government-owned oil com- 
panies in the "capitalist" world. Italy's 
EN1 (an inheritance of Fascism) is men- 
tioned. but only as  a stick with which to 
beat the big companies. 

A chapter on the energy policy of the 
Communist nations is gravely flawed by 
the uncritical acceptance of official 
data. Of course Tanzer favors their cen- 
tralized planning system. When they go 
abroad for oil, as  the Russians in Iraq, 
that is not "imperialism." But China is 
much favored over Russia, apparently 
because the Russians have started build- 
ing automobiles. The reliance of Com- 
munist industry on inefficient, unplan- 
ned capitalist technology and manage- 
ment skills is, predictahly, unworthy of 
notice. 

Tanzer's domestic critique follows 
that of our current "establishment"- 
people drive cars, not because they are 
faster, more convenient, and comforta- 
ble, but because the auto and oil inter- 
ests have willed it ;  the average Ameri- 
can is an ignoramus manipulated by 
advertising; America is being "paved 
over"; rivers and streams are being 
killed wholesale; and so on. 

Other themes are also familiar- 
anything the U.S. does, however inno- 
cent or  stupid in appearance, is calcu- 
lated "imperialism." The wealth of the 
developed world is somehow stolen 
from the underdeveloped world-which 
is rather like saying Charlie and Harry 
were both poor, now Harry is rich, 
therefore Harry stole it  from Charlie. 

Appropriate to a publication from an 
"independent Marxist" source, The 
Energy Crisis has a few individualistic 
quirks. Part of the adverse reaction to 
the Arab tripling of the price of oil was 
due  to  U.S. "racism?" President  
Johnson retired because of threats to the 
U.S. gold position. Foreign investments 
cause urban-rural hostility. Tanzer's 
most interesting notion is that OPEC, 
high royalties, the embargo. and Arab 
nationalization of oil companies are the 
result of a cabal by the oil companies, 
maybe with the connivance of the U.S. 
Government. In a book mostly about the 
Middle East, Tanzer ingeniously not 
once finds need of the noun "Israel." 

Tanzer is especially enthusiastic 
about the Democratic Republic of South 
Yemen. Formerly the Aden Protector- 
ate, this unfortunate country is so far 
out of the way and has such a vile 
climate that the public is unaware that i t  
has probably the worst government in  
the world-nastier even than the gov- 
e rnments  of North K o r e a ,  Syr ia .  
Uganda. or Haiti. In 1967 gangsters 
who call themselves the National Liber- 
ation Front settled upon the populace 
like Bedouins and have since been 
amusing themselves with an orgy of 
loot, rape, torture, and murder. This 
was made possible by the cynical policy 
of the withdrawing British. And the 
NLF has so far kept its side of the 
bargain: the BP refinery at Aden has not 
been nationalized. For a less vicious 
regime such an arrangement would be 
evidence of "neocolonialism," yet 
South Yemen is the author's model of a 
Third World government. A believer in 
economic determinism might find it sig- 
nificant that Tanzer is identified on the 
jacket as  a consultant "whose clients 
include governments of underdeveloped 
countries. " 

Tanzer's .short-term *prognosis  is 
opt imis t icdepress ion ,  international 
chaos, the collapse of Europe and Japan, 
mass privation in the Third World, and 
probably war. All  this, we are told, is 
the necessary prelude to the secular 
millennium. The impending collapse of 
capitalism has not been so sanguinely 
predicted since Marx and Engels did so 
in 1848. Somehow this inefficient and 
predatory system keeps tottering on. 
eroding feudal societies, corrupting 
socialist regimes. providing a higher 
living standard for workers and peas- 
ants, and confounding the nihilist fan- 
tasies of so many intellectuals. 

HISTORY & THE THEOLOGY 
OF LIBERATION 
by Enrique Dussel 
Dussel sketches a history of the Latin 
American church to  provide that basis 
so necessary for its theology. He traces 
t h e  deve lopment  of Latin American 
Christianity from its origins up to t h e  
p r e s e n t  day, w i t h  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n t  
emergence of the Medellin Conference 
and t h e  comunidades de base. 

Paper $4.95 
Cloth $8.95 

FREEDOM 
MADE FLESH 
The Mission 
of Christ 
and HlsChurch 
by lgnacio 
Ellacuria 

Just as  there wasambiguity surrounding the 
political role of Jesus, so too will the church 
mission be a source of controversy. 
But, Jesus was faithful to His mission until 
the end, and the Church too must proclaim 
its good news of tiberation-even though it  
will be condemned for being ''political.'' 

Paper $4.95, Cloth $8.95 
ASIAN VOICES 
IN CHRISTIAN THEOLOGY 
edited by Gerald Anderson 
"Gerald Anderson has doneit again! He has 
succeeded in encouraging nine able rep- 
resentatives of liberal Protestantism in Asia 
to reflect vividly on their cultural diversity, 
Christian heritage a n d  theological 
pluralism." Arthur Glasser, Fuller Theological 
Seminary 
"A most welcomed panoply of reflections." 
Thomas F .  Stransky, President, Paulist Fathers 

Paper $7.95, Cloth $15.00 
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