
from the institutional church, were not 
taken very seriously. There had been too 
many controversies. the publicity re- 
leases had become too frequent. I f  he 
knew this, he never acknowledged i t  but 
carried on as i f  his latest project would 
be the greatest breakthrough yet." 

Pike was feisty and relentless in ex-  
posing what he thought to be the absurd- 
it ies of the l i t t le establishment that i s  
religion. For that, the big establishment 
of the secular culture and i t s  media 
accorded him prominence and consider- 
able influence. Only at the very end, 
when he consorted with mediums and 
dabbled in communications with "the 
other side," did he challenge the big 
cultural establishment and i t s  conven- 
tional wisdom. For that, he was de- 
picted as a pathetic figure whose talent 
had been blasted by the strain o f  per- 

Why Not the Best? 
by Jimmy Carter 
(Broadman; 156 pp.: $4.95/$1.95) 

John C. Bennett 
While Governor Carter i s  not the mys- 
terious figure he was a short time 
ago-his positions on many issues are 
now well known-this slight autobiog- 
raphy remains an important document. 
I t  reveals a great deal about the man in 
his own setting and about the experi- 
ences from which his positions emerge. 
Much of the book i s  interesting just as a 
vivid description of  simple. hard, rural 
l i fe  in southern Georgia and of  warm 
family relationships. 

The t i t le i s  unfortunate. One might 
infer from i t  that the book i s  full of 
self-praise and insufferable egotism, 
but this i s  not the case. The t i t le  i s  a 
quotation from Admiral Rickover. who 
was Carter's much-admired mentor in 
the Navy, and refers to the standards of  
excellence that Carter projects for him- 
self, the government. and the nation. 
Carter does reveal great self-confidence 
and a sense of  competence, indeed o f  
quite varied competence. But then, 
without those qualities he never could 
have begun his quest for the Presidency 
with so l i t t l e  support. 

The aspect of  Carter's experience and 
character that comes through with 

sonal tragedy. Stringfellow and Towne 
want to rescue the memory of Pike from 
both stereotypes, that o f  courageous 
iconoclast and o f  self-indulgent eccen- 
tric. He remains for them a man cr'ea- 
tively out o f  step with his times; and a 
bishop whose devotion to Jesus forced 
him to choose against the Church. I f  one 
wants 10 believe them, and I do, i t  i s  
because one understands i t  i s  a very 
different thing to have known someone 
as a friend. The tombstone in Israel  
bears two inscriptions: "We have this 
treasure in earthen vessels.. ." (11 
Corinthians 4) and, from the Mandaean 
Book o f  Prayer, "And--life i s  victori- 
ous." The earthenness, perhaps the 
brokenness, of the vessel that was James 
Pike needs no elaboration. The percep- 
tion o f  the victory that illumines these 
pages i s  the special giff of friendship. 

greatest clarity i s  his complete emanci- 
pation from the racism o f  his environ- 
ment. This freedom goes back to his 
earliest relations with blacks and i s  no 
doubt attributable in large part to the 
influence of  his mother. (His father was 
a conventional racist.) When asked to 
join the local White Citizens' Council, 
the younger Carter refused, even though 
when asked the third time he was told 
that his refusal might endanger his repu- 
tation and business. Carter opposed his 
minister and a l l  the other deacons of his 
local church, insisting that blacks be 
welcomed to the regular services. His 
record as governor was appreciated by 
blacks. One can understand why blacks, 
especially in the South, feel that there i s  
more significance in his overcoming 
racism than there i s  in the liberal at- 
titudes of Northern whites who never 
had to pay the price. 

Carter has come out clearly for a 
policy that would be a great step toward 
a guaranteed income to replace the wel- 
fare system, for national health insur- 
ance, for government employment of 
those who cannot be absorbed by the 
private sector, and for new programs in 



child care. This book sheds light on the 
background of these positions. The au- 
thor comes through as a person who not 
only cares for the poor and other victims 
of society, but as one sophisticated in 
his understanding that those who make 
policy affecting the disadvantaged often 
do not share the consequences of that 
policy. Carter is also struck by the fact 
that “the incidence of illness or other 
afflictions falls most heavily on the 
poor.” The perception is hardly origi- 
nal, but it is not fully appreciated by 
many who now make crucial decisions 
affecting, for example, medical care. In  
reading this book, one is impressed by 
how heavily that perception weighs on 
Carter’s mind. 

As is well known, Carter is critical of 
government’s tendency to continue pro- 
grams without reevaluating their effec- 
tiveness or examining their relation to 
other programs. The new broom he 
promises to bring to government may be 
all to the good-if it does not mean 
abandoning the objectives of the best 
efforts of government to compensate for 
the injustices of the free-enterprise sys- 
tem. My own prediction is that Presi- 
dent Carter would increase the role of 
government, even government i n  
Washington. Not only does he hold to a 
wide range of social objectives, but he is 
also very critical of the federal govern- 
ment’s lack of an energy program and is 
given high marks by environmentalists 
for his concerns in  that area. I suspect he 
could get away with more governmental 
initiatives than could a Northern liberal. 
I t  is worth noting that while Carter has 
the small businessman’s interest in  effi- 
cient management. which he hopes to 
bring to government, he has few, if any, 
links to business as a system of large- 
scale economic power. 

The book reveals very little about 
Carter’s views on foreign policy. Obvi- 
ously, it is not familiar ground for him. 
There are no signs of preoccupation 
with cold war issues, and i t  is 
symptomatic that elsewhere he has im- 
plied that he differs from the present 
administration on, for example, com- 
munism in Italy.  In  interviews he has 
rejected covert CIA operations to sub- 
vert foreign governments. His naval 
career did not leave him a special friend 
of the Pentagon, and he is suspicious of 
the Pentagon’s estimates of its needs. In 
fact he says that he “became most disil- 
lusioned with the Navy, and the military 
in general. ” 

There is nothing obtrusive in this 
book about Carter’s discussion of his 
religion. He does tell about his many 
activities as a deeply committed church- 
man, but only hints at his more recent 
conversion to a new level of Christian 
commitment. There is some fear among 
Northern liberals that a President who is 
so much more than a nominal Christian 
might be a threat. Some Catholics may 
have questions about so devout a South- 
em Baptist, which is an interesting re- 
versal of 1960. One thing is clear to me: 
Carter is no dogmatic Fundamentalist. 
The very fact that he is a Baptist has 
made him extremely careful about state 
support for religion; he says that as a 
state senator he was called an atheist by 
some because he fought a proposed con- 
stitutional provision in Georgia that 
would have given support to religious 
worship. The fruits of his religion are 
not self-righteous exclusiveness, but a n  
emphasis on integrity and compassion. 
Religious motives clearly empower the 
social commitments tha t  he shares with 
progressive Catholics and Jews. Carter 
may now use Christian, even Chris- 
tological, language more than 
Washington or Lincoln or most recent 
Presidents, but I feel confident he will 
avoid that inofficial statements. Even i n  
this autobiography there is very little of 
such exclusiveness. He goes to Tillich 
for his definition of religion, and that 
hardly reflects the mentality of the “Bi- 
ble Belt.” 

There are reports that Carter has been 
greatly influenced by Reinhold 
Niebuhr. The very interest inTillich and 
Niebuhr is a sign of openness in  his 
religious outlook. According to Profes- 
sor Brooks Holifield, writing in The 
New Republic in June, Carter became 
acquainted with Niebuhr in the early 
sixties when a friend gave him a volume 
of lengthy selections from Niebuhrenti- 
tled Reinhold Niebuhr on Politics 
(edited by Harry R .  Davisand Robert C. 
Good, 1960). Holifield offers some evi- 
dence that Carter studies that book and 
perhaps other writings by Niebuhr. A 
Law Day address at the University of 
Georgia i n  1974 clearly showed 
Niebuhr’s influence. I am troubled by 
some of Carter’s statements about the 
simple transfer of love from personal 
relations to public life. They invite the 
kind of critical editorial Niebuhr used to 
write about morally pretentious political 
figures. Still. we should be grateful that 
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Cartcr docs have an interest in Niebuhr 
as a source of political wisdom. One 
hopes Carter will learn more from him 
as he faces multiplying moral dilemmas. 
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Lies, Damn Lies, 
and Statistics: 

The Manipulation of 
Public Opinion in 

America 
by Michael Wheeler 

(Liveright: 300 pp.; $9.95)  

Michael Wheeler is likely to make h i s  
,readers angry in a number of directions: 
at the pollsters who so often distort their 
survcys hy framing questions in a way 
that anticipates the answers. at the 
communications media that  arc "poll 
hdppy" and use the results uncritically. 
and a t  millions of citizens who are usu- 
ally gullihle enough to believe what 
they are told. 

The advent of polls on the American 
political scene i \  a fairly recent de- 
vclopnient. There are scattered exam- 
plcsearly in thiscentury, but the gencsis 
may be dated from the 1930's. I t  w a s  not 
un t i l  the 1960 Presidential election that 
they figured prominently. Even then the 
Republican Vice-Presidential nominee, 
Henry Cabot Lodge. could confidently 
prcdict: "In the future. people are going 

to look back on polls as  one of the 
hallucinations which the American 
people have been subject to. I don't 
th ink  polls are here to stay." 

In fact. polls have assumed a key 
place in the clectioneering process. 
They are widely regarded as indispen- 
sable. not only because they indicate 
how well (or how poorly) candidates are 
doing .  but they a l s o  locate  their  
strengths and weaknesses, and those of 
their opponents. Because polls are cus- 
tomarily revered as  the voice of the 
people and seem to indicate with preci- 
sion how the electorate feels at any 
given time on a variety of issues, they 
may also be used hy candidates to trim 
their views so that they say no more on a 
subject than it takes to be elected, and 
say nothing. if possible, on those suh- 
jccts the polls indicate may be "danger- 
ous." 

Wheeler. an associate professor at the 
New England School of Law. chal- 
lenges the notion that the polls are the 
voice of democracy, as  Dr. George Gal- 
lup, recognized dean of the profession, 
would have us believe. Wheeler's find- 
ings about the virtually unregulated and 
often irresponsible niultirnillion dollar 
business will undoubtedly cause some 
of its p rac t i t ioners  to squirm- 
especially pollster Louis Harris, who is 
one of the chief villains of the hook. 

I t  is said, for example, that polls 
present an authoritative report on public 
opinion at any given moment. That 
claim is made universally by pollsters. 
In fact. results depend upon a number of 
variables which, when taken together, 
suggest that polling is much less than 
the science i t  purports to he. Wheeler 
rlbtes that normal sampling error alone 
erodes the authoritativeness of most 
polls. That is, when we read that candi- 
date A leads candidate B by a margin of 
41-10 per cent, i t  may mean what i t  
says. Or, allowing for normal sampling 
error, i t  may mean that A leads E 48-36 
per cent. o r  even that B leads A 44-40 
per cent. In any event. pollsters can 
claim that their survey is correct  
whichever result occurs. And, not sur- 
prisingly, they do. The editors of the 
Bos/orr Globe. for one, will not be 
happy with Wheeler's demonstration of 
their inept and often self-serving poll 
record. They have often claimed suc- 
cess despite contradictory election re- 
sults. 

The sampling error is only one coni- 
mon mistake and is often less serious 

than those involving statistical adjust- 
ments. the means by which the polls 
have heen conducted, and the methods 
used in analysis. The end  result, accord- 
ing to Wheeler, suggests how very suh- 
jective. and how far from the standards 
of science, most polls are. 

After making a convincing case,  
Wheeler seems to believe that simply 
bringing the problem to light should he 
sufficient. At  least he has no serious 
suggestion about what should be done to 
correct the abuses he describes in such 
detail. He mentions the "Truth-in- 
Polling" proposal of Congressman Lu- 
cien Nedzi (firs1 introduced in 1968), 
hut does not endorse i t .  That proposal 
would force those who conduct polls to 
disclose information on  when the 
polling was done, what questions were 
asked. the method used, and how many 
people in the sample participated and 
how many did not. Whether or not one 
favors such legislation. we can he grate- 
ful for Wheeler's expose. The best way 
to correct the prohlem of the polls may 
simply he an enlightened. critical puh- 
lic. 

-Jeffrey L .  Lant 

The Alms Race: 
The Impact of American 

Voluntary Aid Abroad 
by Eugene Linden 
(Random House; 275 pp.; $10.00) 

Were i t  not so wrongheaded, one might 
wish this book had succeeded. The 
author starts out addressing some very 
real and very serious questions, such as  
the ways in which "development aid" 
exacts a severe cultural price from the 
communities that are to he aided. But 
then he wanders off into some rather 
churlish and superficial chapters. based 
on a brief study of CARE projects i n  
Lesotho.  "reveal ing" that many 
international aid workers have less than 
pure motives. enjoy certain privileges 
by working  abroad .  and  even- 
unbelievable though i t  may seem- 
establish career patterns not untainted 
by ambi t ion .  M r .  Linden s e e m s  
excessively exercised by the obvious. 
Certainly there is nothing here to 
warrant his rather undiscriminating 
repudiation of  "the charitable impulse" 
of Americans in response to a hungry 
world. 
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Theology for a Nomad Church 
by Hugo Assmann 
(Orhi\: 1-16 pp.: E7.95) 

Christians and Marxists: 
The Mutual Challenge to Revolution 
by Jos6 Miguez Bonino 
(Eerdm;ins: 157 pp.: 56.95)  

God of the Oppressed 
by James H.  Cone 
(Seahury: 180 pp.: $9.95)  

Christians and Socialism 
(Orhis: 146 pp.: $7.9.5/$1.9.5) 

History and the Theology of Liberation 
by Enrique Dussel 
(Orhis: 189 pp.: $8.95) 

Freedom Made Flesh: 
The Mission of Christ and His Church 
by Ignacio Ellacuria 
(Orhi\: 246 pp.; $8.95) 

New Birth of Freedom: 
A Theology of Bondage and Liberation 
by Peter C. Hodgson 
(Fortress: 368 pp.: $7.9.5 [paper]) 

Liberation, Revolution and Freedom 
edited by Thomas McFadden 
(Seahury: 213 pp.: $8.95) 

Marx and the Bible: 
A Critique of the Philosophy of Oppression 
by Jose Miranda 
(Orbis; 335 pp.; $8.95) 

The much discussed "theology of liher- 
ation" is taking many forms in Chris- 
tian circles. It applies to gay liberation. 
feminism, black American struggles. 
and in some cases lo psycho-uplift 
aimed at just the personal "freedom to 
be." Except for Cone, Hodgson. and 
McFadden. the above sampling of re- 
cent offerings all relate more specifi- 
cally to the highly politicized efforts in  
Latin America to achieve social justice, 
as that term is defined hy varieties of 
hlarxism. In  general "liherafion theol- 

ogy" insists that the mission of fhe 
Gospel and the Church is the historical 
task of revolution. that orthodoxy that is 
not exercised in orthopraxy is false con- 
sciousness, and that the only valid no- 
tion of frufh is "effective trufh" that 
contributes to the liberation struggle. I n  
both its Latin American and domestic 
versions this type of theology conven- 
tionally sees capitalist imperialism (and 
sometimes [ethnology and civilizafion 
in general) as the oppressor, of which 
the United Stales is the prime example. 

In  receni years the hulk of lihcriition 
theology. e>peciiilly in  its Latin Aiiieri- 
can expressions. has heen published hy 
the Caiholic Foreign hlission Socieiy ol' 
Aiiiericit ~M;tryknoIl.  iis f h t  order i s  
niore popul;irl> known). which hiis k e n  
"radicalized" to [he poinf ol' hringing 
the mission home. with ;I vengeiincc. 

Of fhe hooks ;hove. Assniann's is 
the most siniple-iind jiirgon-tiiden- 
presentiition ol' the Liltin Aniericiin l i b  
erillion perspectives. Although the tone 
is [hat ol'a screed. the chietdoctrine\ ;ire 

;ill there. Bonino's is i i  more nuiinced 
statenient. indicating greater \yinpiithj 
for Norlh Anier iuns and  others who 
may have ;I hard tinie unclersliindin! 
"what God i \  doing in thc w r l d . "  
nainely. Iciiding the ;iv:int g;irdc' (if Ihc 
revolution. Cone h a \  \vrittcn o n  thc 
I i  herat i on  I heme iiiany rinies hrl'orc. 
Thi\ hook is niiirked hy ii new iiutobio- 
Fraphical eniphasi\ on the nieiining 01' 
growing up hlack in  Anieric;i. The U hilc 
reader may he confused h y  the xppar- 
ently contlicling proposition\ th;il ( a )  
he c;innot understand h1;ic-k libmition 
heclruse he is white :ind. on the oilier 
hand. (h) his inability to understand i \  
docuiiiented hy aniple reference to 
analyses of white Aiiieric:i'\ s in \  wr i t -  
ten by whites. C/iris/iwi.\ u r i c /  .Sociu/i.wi 
is a documentiition of [he hi\tory of ;I 

movement  hy that n a m e  i n  Latin 
America. Many of the documents re- 
flect a revolutionary conlidence thxt  
prevailed in the mid- and Iiite sixtie\ hul 
has now heen larpely tnarginalized hy 
suhsequent events in  Latin Anierica. 
Dussel's is hasicnlly ;I "revisioni\l" 
history of Latin Aniericiin religion 
"wriften from the viewpoint ol'the sliive 
rather than thaf of Pharoah." Elliicuria 
makes in grelrier detail the points set 
forth by Assmann'and others. H o d p o n .  
who is at Vanderhilt. nukes it more 
scholarly and heavily footnoted pre- 
sentalion that is iess explicitly hlar.xiat. 
hut he has no suhstantive disapreenients 
with fhe estehlished wisdom in these 
circles. McFadden is editor of e s u y s  
delivered in 197-1 at the University ol' 
Dayton. Finally. Illirandii is ;I hihliciil 
scholar who insists therc can he no n u l  

synthesis hetween Bible and M a r x .  The 
dispute is over the degree of neatness. 
no doubt. since there is no quesfion 
abour the  synthesis. hliranda's is. how- 
ever. one of the more systemafic exposi- 
tions of liherafion rheology and recom- 
mended for [hose who wish to ponder or 
argue with this genre. 



The Imperial Years: 
The U.S. Since 1939 
by Alonzo L. Hamby 
(Weybright and Talley; 428 pp.; 
$14.95) 

A thoughtful and informative summary 
of U.S. power and its influence in the 
world since 1939. If it is short on 
analysis, it nonetheless brings things 
together in a fair way, making it  a likely 
candidate for classroom use. 

Simple Justice 
by Richard Kluger 
(Knopf; 822 + xxi i i  pp.; $15.95) 

This fine achievement traces the 
prelude to and the consequences of 
Brown v. Board of Education, focusing 
on the making of the decision itself. The 
book is stronger on narrative than on 
analysis, often indifferent to crucial 
distinctions between proscribing 
segregation and prescribing inte- 
gration, between de facto and de 
jure segregation, between class-related 
and race-related discrimination. De- 
segregation (integration) appears as 
an inexorable legal machine stopped 
only by the Supreme Court’s failure of 
nerve when it comes to rearranging the 
whole of national life. Despite the 
absence of necessary distinctions, 
however, Kluger has given us an 
eminently readable story of one of the 
finest moments i n  the American 
experiment. The hope for greater 
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justice, especially for black Americans, 
cannot be simply the story of Brown 
continued. But i t  will certainly require 
much of the same courage and 
imagination that is illuminated in this 
very good book. 

LBJ: An Irreverent 

by Booth Mooney 
Chronicle 

(Crowell; 290 pp.; $9.95) 

I t  is also a very loving chronicle. The 
author, long-time assistant and 
speechwriter to Johnson, offers neither 
a high style nor new information that 
will get his book acclaimed as 
“ i m p ~ r ~ a n t . ”  But the character of LBJ, 
including his grievous flaws, come 
through more clearly than in,  for 
example, another recent volume written 
by a young woman. Mooney’s is the 
kind of memoir one might hope for from 
a loyal but critical friend. 

Correspondence e o m  p .  2) 

and generative presuppositions-would 
be my nominations for the agenda of a 
gathering of kindred spirits who have a 
zest for establishing fundament for the 
democratic prospect. Such occasions 
might inch along the enterprise I see in 
the Neuhaus article. Ot at least help 
disentangle democratic tradition from 
the ethos of European mercantile man, 
who exploded over the world a short 
time ago, convinced that God was giv- 
ing to him wherever he was the com- 
mand to subdue and have dominion. 

Ross Snyder 
Professor of Religious Education 
Chicago Theological Seminary 
Clycago, 111. 

Illegal Aliens 
To the Editors: Zofia Smardz’s article 
on illegal. aliens (“The Great Illegal 
Alien Debate,” Worldview, May) 
touches one area in  our immigration 
policy that must be changed. She states 
that there are jobs at the bottom of the 
labor market that must be filled by a 
constant supply of immigrants, so our 
immigration law should be shaped ac- 
cordingly. There is a too little known 

and discussed provision in  our immigra- 
tion laws to provide unskilled or semi- 
skilled labor in geographic areas in 
which it is needed. Section 212 (a) 14 of 
the Immigration and Nationality Act 
provides that such people may immi- 
grate to the U.S. on Labor Certifica- 
tions, if the Department of Labor cer- 
tifies that there are not enough qualified 
Americans or resident immigrants al- 
ready here to fil l  such jobs. In theory the 
Washington restaurants that could not 
function without the low-paid illegal 
should be able to prove to the authorities 
that they have attempted to find Ameri- 
cans for the job, have been unsuccess- 
ful, and have a qualified and willing 
alien to do the job. If this system worked 
the way i t  was intended, there would be 
a drastic drop in  the hiring of illegals; 
presumably the majority of American 
businessmen are honest and would not 
hire illegals simply because they wanted 
to exploit them at subminimum wages. 

The major legal obstacle to the func- 
tioning of this system is the fact that 
recipients‘of Labor Certifications must 
immigrate under the quota system, 
which for the Western Hemisphere. is 
backed up for three years. When I was a 
Vice Consul in Italy i n  1971 the Italian 
quota was backed up for five years and 
our Consulates refused even to ac- 
cept applications for Labor Certifica- 
tions from those i n  the sixth-preference 
category. An  employer who needs an 
employee, whether a dishwasher or 
more skilled type, obviously cannot af- 
ford to wait three years for someone to 
immigrate; naturally, the job is then 
filled by illegals. 

The solution to this problem is a 
simple one. We should remove Labor 
Certifications from the quota system 
and treat such applicants for immigra- 
tion in the same manner in  which we 
handle the cases of immediate relatives 
of American citizens, i.e., immigration 
with no long waiting period. The wait 
would be at most several months-the 
time it would take for the employer to 
prove his inability to f i l l  the job with an 
American and to process the alien’s 
papers at an American Consulate. 

With this change in the law there 
would be no reason to tolerate illegal 
immigration. Ms. Smardz’s article does 
not deal with two of the most debilitat- 
ing aspects of our lack of enforcement of 
the immigration laws: the corruption it 
breeds in such agencies as the Immigra- 
tion and Naturalization Service, on the 


