any analysis based upon them must lead
to some bizarre conclusions.

And it does. We are brought through
labyrinthine ways to—at last—the
book’s final sentence and most impor-

tant judgment: ‘‘The struggle against

class rule in Uganda is not simply a
struggle against the Amin dictatorship;
it is principally a struggle against im-
perialism.”” That would be news in
London—if anyone there was willing to
pay the price of $16.50 for this book.

The Overeducated American
by Richard B. Freeman

(Academic Press; 232 pp.; $12.00/$4.95)

Thomas M. liams

Americans accustomed to thinking of
higher education as money in the bank
are not going to like the message of this
new book by Harvard econometrician
Richard B. Freeman. College degrees,
like some drug-counter nostrums, are
too easily obtainable: ‘‘Knowledge is
power,’’ Freeman writes, ‘*only if most
people do not have it.”’

Followers of Illich have been trying
to get us to see the light for years; not
only are our schools costly, but most
learning goes on outside them. One
reason Professor Freeman's statistical
analysis of the academic market place
should scare the hell out of us is the
endemic criminal waste of human re-
sources tolerated by our society. The
key point of Ivar Berg’s Education and
Jobs: The Great Training Robbery
(1970)—that workers have more educa-
tion than they need—Freeman sees as
only the tip of the iceberg. Those social
workers and teachers who were already
making less than plumbers and profes-
sional athletes ten years ago might as
well resign themselves to the fact that
they are never going to catch up with
these better paying categories. They
may miss life’s little luxuries, like home
delivery of the New York Times, but
nobody ever promised them a rose gar-
den.

In sum, graduate degrees are no
longer gilt-edge investments in highly
industrialized countries. As the earn-
ings differential between white univer-
sity and high school graduates dropped
to one, the B.A. degree had a positive
impact on higher lifetime earnings only
for those minority groups singled out for
affirmative action in the Civil Rights
Act of 1964. Meanwhile, the salaries of
university graduates in the developing

nations like Brazil have doubled in re-
cent years, with young MBAs report-
edly earning $25,000 at a time when the
real wage of the unskilled worker has
been falling. The result—although
don’t depend on Freeman to tell you—
has been to widen still further the huge
gap between an educated élite with all
the perquisites and an undereducated
proletariat paid a minimum wage calcu-
lated at a few percentage points under
the annual rate of inflation.

In this depressed job market unem-
ployed young Ph.D.s might consider
moving to Rio de Janeiro or Kuwait,
where the demand for their special skills
is greater than the supply. Otherwise
there is always the real world of profits
and losses, where a Slavic historian
might be useful to a firm doing business
in an_Eastern European country. Since
Freeman is an economist, he purposely
leaves the psychosocial implications of
this type of career mutation to the read-
er’'s own judgment. What cannot be
ignored, he says, is the 70 per cent drop
in new jobs in American colleges and
universities since 1965. Furthermore,
an oversupply of Ph.D.s generally is
causing a cheapening of all graduate
degrees measured against what these
same individuals might have been mak-
ing in the time it took to earn a doctor-
ate.,

But what about the lucky ones, those
who get a teaching position on the col-
lege level? Owing to institutional
rigidities that guarantee lifetime em-
ployment for senior faculty—the
notorious tenure system—a new faculty
member on term appointment is at a
competitive disadvantage: Unless an
older colleague dies or resigns, the
young assistant professor’s chances for

New from ORBIS

The New Creation:
Marxist and Christian?

by Jose Maria Gonzalez-Ruiz

The time has come, Gonzalez-Ruiz urges,
when both Marxists and Christians must
deal with each other in candor and love.
There are many expressions of Marxism,
some of which Marx would not recognize.
There are many expressions of Chris-
tianity, some of which betray the very
words and works of Christ. Although he
treats Marxism with great insight,
Gonzalez-Ruiz concentrates on St. Paul
and the Gospels, “reflecting in the com-
pany of Someone who urges us forward
and hoping in that Other who has not
been programmed for ouf computers.”
-Cloth $6.95

Theology in

the Americas

edited by Sergio Torres
and John Eagleson

In the late summer of 1975, representa-
tives of both “‘majority” and “minority”
theologies met in Detroit. There were
Latin American and black theologians and
sociologists, Chicanos, Asian-Americans,
Puerto Ricans and Native Americans.
There were women from every category
and there were white male North Ameri-
cans. Most came as representatives of
more than fifty study groups that had
been meeting for months throughout the
country in preparation for the Conference.
Unlike many theological gatherings, the
Conference itself was not a tidy, yawn-
provoking affair. As the participants tried
to explain their own analysis of the struc-
tures that oppressed them,
others—speaking from their own
experience—pointed out the inadequacies
of the analysis being offered. The ex-
changes were always forthright, fre-
quently impassioned, and sometimes
even full of pain—a quality usually associ-
ated with growth. In this volume are
gathered the major documents of the De-
troit Conference. Included are the papers
circulated among the groups before the
Conference, correspondence reflecting
the changes in the- planning process, the
principal statements given at the confer-
ence, excerpts from the panel discussions,
and a post-Conference interpretative
essay by Gregory Baum,

Cloth $12.95, Paper $5.95
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advancement are negligible. Future
pedagogues take note: This depressed
labor market will eventually correct it-
self as fewer students enroll in courses
leading into these low-paying fields.
The current downward adjustment—or
*‘cobweb’’—should be over in four to
eight years (two college generations).
By then the supply of these unwanted
specialists will be commensurate with
demand, creating job opportunities for
those fortunate enough to be graduating
on the up cycle.

There are few bright spots. Biology
and psychology are two, but even these
two departments will experience a
downturn in enrollments once the
‘*‘cobweb’’ phenomenon hits these areas
in the late seventies. By then we should
also be getting less output from our
older researchers, a direct consequence
of the failure to hire or promote younger
scholars.

Because academics are not as vital to
our national economy as managers or as
vital to our individual well-being as
lawyers, they will receive an increas-
ingly smaller share of the national in-
come relative to other workers.
Freeman believes ‘‘a decline in relative
income on the order of 20% beyond that
experienced in the early and mid-
1970's’" is not unrealistic. This, more
than any other single factor, may drive
some intellectuals to take risks in the
private sector they never would have
dared on campus. For either these un-
needed professors find a new constit-
uency quickly or we may have to begin
stockpiling them like our agricultural
surpluses.
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Briefly Noted

Mother Ireland
by Edna O’Brien

(Harcourt Brace Jovanovitch; 144 pp.;
$12.95)

Edna O’Brien’s feelings toward the land
of her birth are both clear and contradic-
tory: Ireland is both a curse and—in
ways she has trouble defining—a bless-
ing. The first lines, from Samuel Beck-
ett’s Malone Dies, set the mood:

*‘Let me say before I go any further
that I forgive nobody. I wish them all an
atrocious life and then the fires and ice
of hell and in the execrable generations
to come an honoured name.’’

In this, her first work of nonfiction,
O’Brien guides us through an autobio-
graphical journey marked by anger, re-
sentment, irony, sadness, and, finally, a
yearning to recapture the spirit of the
land and people she despairs of
throughout, and from it ‘‘the radical
innocence of the moment just before
birth.””

O'Brien’s gifts as a writer of fiction
strengthen her treatment of fact. The
facts of her childhood and early adoles-
cence evoke for the reader a strong sense
of how life feels in Ireland; mostly it
feels ‘*Godridden’’ by a religion whose
insistent demands (‘‘His passion im-
pinged on every thought, word, deed
and omission....”") created a life *‘fer-
vid, enclosed and catastrophic.”’

Influenced by a collective sense of
expiation and submission, O’Brien
spent part of her teenage years in a
convent. She despaired, however, of its
**cold corridors, accusations and sever-
ance from the hearth of life.”” With as
much defiance as terror she set out for
Dublin, hoping to find the more seduc-
tive and startling life of a film star. She
found instead a place among the coun-
try’s brilliant literary ancestors—Yeats,
Joyce, O’Connor, and Synge.

Some years later O’Brien booked
passage on a mail boat to London. *“...1
had to go away. That was my vic-
tory....Pity arose...for a land so often
denuded, pity for a people reluctant to
admit that there is anything wrong. That
is why we leave. Because we beg to
differ. Because we dread the psycholog-
ical choke.”" Yet following this, in the
same breathless urgency, O’Brien tells
us that the land she has tried so desper-

ately to leave behind is the land that now
sustains an inner attitude; an attitude
providing her with the rich sensibilities
she offers her readers today.

As important as this written journey is
the visual journey related through the
suberbly touching photographic essay
by Fergus Bourke. The photographs’
low contrast tones affirm the images of
O’Brien’s narrative: dreary, depress-
ing, dreading. At the same time, they
are inspiring portraits of a people tied to
the land, the past, and to God. It seems
O’Brien felt compelled to write this
saga of Ireland—its history, its culture,
it personalities—out of the need to reas-
sure herself, even now, that leaving
Ireland was the thing to do. One is never
quite convinced that, at least for her
sake, it was.

Correspondence
[from p. 2]

labor in support of their own particular
scheme for allocation.

There are those of us who resent such
judgments. Since we consider ourselves
the intellectual equals of those who
favor universal service, we wonder why
it is that their vision is more advanced
than our own; we wonder what mandate
they hold that gives them the moral
authority to conscript our labor for their
purposes; and we wonder if we lack
some moral dimension that prevents us
from trying to force our vision of soci-
ety on them.

Sixteen years ago John Kennedy
counseled the American people to ‘“*ask
not what your country can do for you;
ask what you can do for your country.””
In such pleasantly phrased and balanced
prose Kennedy summarized the appeal
of universal public service, and in those
days of charismatic leadership and cold
war confrontation there were many of us
who were swept up by the ideal of
sacrifice.

But those words were spoken sixteen
years ago—before Watergate, before
the revelations of FBI and CIA wrong-
doing, before we realized that we had
spawned an Imperial Presidency. Today
those who demand universal public ser-



