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always been hobbled by lack of fuel, 
and although Libya had been a source of 
hydrocarbons from ancient times. there 
was little real effort to search for oil in 
that Italian colony. 

-In 1940, the year Italy came into 
the war. l t a l i h  arms were being sold 
literally around the world, weapons that 
were sorely needed by the armed forces 
at home, so depleted after five years of 
campaigning in Ethiopia and Spain. 

-Learning that the blitzkrieg was 
about to strike Holland and Belgium, 
Mussolini alerted the Brussels Govern- 
ment (which ignored him). 

-There was never anything like total 

mobilization for war under Mussolini. 
He wanted Italian life to be as little 
disrupted as possible. As a war leader he 
was not better than Asquith or Chamber- 
lain, but there was no Parliament lhat 
could topple him in time to avert disas- 
ter. 

One principal lesson above all 
emerges out of this spacious and lei- 
surely book. I t  is the enormous price 
paid by a society that, in  exchange for a 
presumed efficiency, sacrifices those 
institutions-a free press and a vigorous 
opposition-which alone can protect i t  
from the arrogance. incompetence, and 
corruption of people i n  po.wer. 

Authoritv and Its Enemies 
by Thomas Molnar 
(Arlington House: 142 pp.; $7 .95 )  

A .  James McAdams 

I n  the publishing world Arlington 
House is recognized as the principal 
mouthpiece of the American Right, an 
alternative outlet for those conservative 
intellectuals whose ideas. opinions, and 
tastes are not well received by the coun- 
try's larger and more liberal publishing 
firms. In  addition. Arlington House is 
unusual in that many of its books are not 
spontaneously submitted but  are com- 
missioned. A conservative scholar is con- 
tacted and asked to write a book-length 
analysis of a pressing social or political 
concern; in return he is guaranteed a 
substantial audience through the agen- 
cies of Arlington's Conservative Book 
Club. Arlington House publications are 
not necessarily of poor quality-Kevin 
Phi I I i ps' s Emerging Repriblican Major- 
iry, a controversial but reasonably sophis- 
ticated study, is a case in point. Nor 
are its writers lacking in skill or exper- 
tise; many. i n  fact, would number 
among America's leading intellectuals. 
But even allowing for exceptions, the 
problem with Arlington House is that i t  
often-too often-fails to get such writ- 
ers at their best, and thus many of its 
books are simply breezy and unoriginal 
accounts geared to a captive audience 
that doesn't niind being fed the same old 
arguments over and over again. This is 
not the best way to make the case for 
American conservatism. and, as a cong 

sequence, many conservative thinkers 
have soughi to peddle their wares else- 
where. Others, however, havechosen to 
remain attached to the fold, to the bene- 
fit or detriment of their careers and 
talents. 

If  Authority and I ts  Enemies is any 
indication of its auth,or's sympathies, 
Thomas Molnar is clearly such a 
hanger-on. This work, i f  we take the 
word of Conservative Book Club propa- 
ganda, is "must reading" for the tradi- 
tionally minded. Molnar, ,we are told, 
"'dares to lay i t  o u t  straight':; his case is 
"compelling." his observations "pierc- 
ing," and his prescriptions are "sure 
to stir debate." The descriptions could 
hardly be further from the fact. Mol- 
nar's case is dull ,  his observations pre- 
dictable, and his preskriptions far from 
truly polemical. His argument simply 
never gets off the ground. He rambles 
on in a n  annoying stream of conscious- 
ness fashion, jumping from one subject 
to another without ever really moving to 
the heart of the issues under considera- 
tion, without ever really offering in- 
sights of substance and consequence. In 
just 142 short pages the reader is treated 
to hlolnar's personal opinions on such a 
vast array of topics as politics, philoso- 
phy, ethics. genetics, religion, educa- 
tion. and aesthetics, and to his ad homi- 
nem appraisals of the works of such 

diverse figures as hlarx. Dewey, Hegel. 
Adorno, Milgram, Solzhenitsyn. Skin- 
ner, and Kristol. One doubts that so 
many subjects can be dealt with ade- 
quately in such short space. and one 
wonders whether Molnar (or any other 
scholar. for that matter) has the profes- 
sional competence equal to so broad and 
all encompassing a task. 

Even the title subject of the book, 
authority, seems to present Molnar with 
difficulties. Rather than offering a SYS- 

tematic treatment of the term Molnar 
barrages his reader with any  number of 
possible conceptions. First we are told, 
authority is the mediating agent be- 
tween .man's desire to be free and his 
desire to be part of agroup. Then author- 
ity is based on one's right and ability to 
enforce norms. But i t  is also exercised 
exclusively with the community's bene- 
fit-in mind; i t  is "analogous to love." 
Yet authority is valid only insofar as 
"the community understands its raison 
d'itre." On the other hand, the commu- 
ni ty  cannot be too conscious of authori- 
ty's role, for authority also "has a mys- 
terious aura about it'*; it  is "transcen- 
dent." Nor, one is led to assume, can 
we pick and choose authorities. Author- 
ity presupposes a "rock bottom inequal- 
ity" among human beings, a "natural 
hierarchy" that ordains "natural lead- 
ers!' with the task of lording over the 
community. One way or the other the 
purpose of authority is ultimately ra- 
tional, its substance eminently 
"moral." I t  is moral not only because i t  
binds society together. but also. Molnar 
informs us mysteriously, because i t  
trains man in the perception of "higher 
law," and, as "we are l inks  in the 
transcendental order," leads us to the 
"fullness of our human vocation." All 
of these conceptions may be perfectly 
valid, but the fact that they are never 
systematically tied together makes i t  
difficult for the reader to appreciate 
whatever arguments Molnar may want 
to introduce. 

Lack of precision is not the only flaw 
in this account. Authoriry and I t s  Ene- 
mies suffers most from itscentral thesis, 
a perspective that is not so much incor- 
rect as i t  is trivial. According to Molnar. 
the critical problem in modern America 
is the weakening currency of authority. 
Authority is not taken seriously. Its 
power has waned in the family, in the 
school, in  the church, in the courts. i n  
the.workshop. in the army, and in the 
state. This decline in salience augurs 
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unfavorably forihe continued existence 
of these institutions. Authority is soci- 
ety’s only defense against chaos. and 
without it  we are doomed to a war of all 
against all, a Hobbesian nightmare of 
lawlessness and despair. Who but the 
anarchist and the fool could disagree? 
hfolnar’s point is true almost by defini- 
tion, since, as social scientists have long 
argued, societal boundaries are defined 
in terms of authority, and indeed i t  is 
impossible to talk about society without 
simultaneously invoking its authorita- ’ 

tive institutions. The crucial issue is not 
the necessity of authority per se but the 
role that authority is allowed to play in 
each of society’s institutions and the 
degree to which its exercise is circum- 
scribed. This is the key feature that en- 
ables one to distinguish among societies. 

If  hlolnar recognizes the varying 
roles and degrees of influence to which 

’ authority can lay claim, his vision is 
remarkably narrow. Given the decline 

in the legitimate exercise of authority, 
he argues, there are two, and only two, 
political alternatives to society’s degen- 
eration into chaos. The first avenue. the 
despotic regime, is undesirable because 
i t  entails the wholesale subordination of 
freedom and traditional values to brute 
power. The other recourse, however. 
the authoritarian avenue, is more palat- 
able. This is the “Augustan” state, the 
embodiment of both traditional mores 
and a healthy dose of authority. To be 
sure, Molnar notes, we may have to 
sacrifice some of our freedoms in this 
state. we may have to put up with a 
strengthened executive of an  increas- 
ingly “military character,” but any- 
thing would be better than the recourse 
to sheer despotism or, conversely, sheer 
anarchy. 

Clearly, Molnar would like to be bold 
and shocking in suggesting such a state, 
and he warns us against quixotically 
dreaming that our “decrepit institu- 

The Diaries of a Cabinet Minister 

by Richard Crossman 
Vol. I. 1964-1966 

(Holt. Rinehart & Winston; 688 pp.; $16.95) 

Lady Suzanne Haire 

When Richard Crossman was first 
elected to Parliament as a Labor M.P. in 
the landslide of 1945 that ousted Chur- 
chill and the Conservatives. he was a]- 
ready prominent as an Oxford don, a 

, political journalist, and propagandist. 
In  the radio war against Nazi Germany 
he wps one of the brains at the British 
Broadcasting Corporation who re- 
vamped the German grammar to make 
broadcasts from London more easily 
audible through enemy jamming. When 
Prime hlinister Attlee formed his gov- 
ern men I ,  howe ve r , Cross m a n  was 
passed over-no doubt because of his 
reputation for irresponsibility. He was 
“too clever by half.” too brilliant. 
Exiled to the back-benches for the next 
twenty years, Crossman became a thorn 
in the side of the party leadership. With 
Aneurin. Bevan, the fiery Welshman 
whose oratory in the House surpassed 
even Churchill’s, Crossman became the 
leader of a group of assorted left-wing 

M.P.s and found numerous issues on 
which to stage “revolts.” (Crossman at 
one time described the group as the “57 
Varieties.”) 

But while there is death in British 
politics, there is hope. When Harold 
Wilson became Prime Minister i n  
1964-thanks partly to Crossman’s 
efforts-the reward came in his ap- 
pointment as Minister of Housing. 
Crossman anticipated the portfolio of 
Education, for which he was eminently 
quFlified. But as is so often the case. he 
was given a job about which, he admits, 
he knew virtually nothing. 

This massive first volume of his dia- 
ries, published posthumously; begins 
with Crossman’s first day as hlinisterof 
Housing and ends two years later upon 
his appointment as Lord President. Two 
more volumes are to follow covering his 
ministerial career up to 1970, when the 
Conservatives were elected and 
Crossman became editor of the New 

tions” might be restored to good order. 
The fact is that Molnar never conclu- 
sively demonstrates that American in- 
stitutions are so thoroughly bankrupt. so 
ineluctably destined to failure, that we 
shoul4 busy ourselves now with the 
erection of the Augbstan edifice. In-  
deed, far from being shocking. his con- 
clusions seem merely nonsensical, and 
the reader discovers little reason for 
taking him seriously. 

What makes this account regrettable 
is not just that the book is so inadequate, 
but that Thomas Molnar is such an 
excellent scholar. Anyone who has read 
hisGod and the Knowledge of Reality or 
his The Decline ofrhe Intellecrital must 
recognize the acuity of a truly serious 
and accomplished thinker. Airthoriry 
and I t s  Enemies is a book tha t  should 
never have been written. I n  the future 
Molnar will,  one hopes, direct himself 
to studies more worthy of his skill and 
his intelligence. 

Sraresnran. He died in 1974. 
Crossman had long believed there 

was too much unnecessary secrecy i n ,  
British government; in  the Diaries he 
wanted to disclose “the secret ‘opera- 
tions of government which are con- 
cealed by the thick masses of foliage 
which we call democracy.” He admits 
the picture will be neither objective nor 
fair. as i t  is  a personal record seen by 
one participant of a government at 
work. 

The transformation of the author from 
an “innocent“ outsider to a departmen- 
tal minister is the book’s major empha- 
sis. A novice in matters concerning 
housing and inexperienced in the ways 
of government, Crossman could have 
been delivered into the hands of his civil 
servants. But he was determined to hold 
his own ground and devotes many chap- 
ters to the ups and downs, the tussles, 
arg u men IS , and ma neu veri n g s-re a1 
and imaginary-within his department. 
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