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WHERE JERRY FORD LEARNED ABOUT PO- 
LAND. In the second debate of last fall’s Presiden- 
tial campaign Mr. Ford seemed to imply that Poland 
is more or less free and that he intended to see 
things stayed that way. The statement puzzled or 
infuriated millions and, some say, may have been 
decisive in Ford’s losing the election. (In a close 
election almost any factor can be, and usually is, 
described as decisive.) A few commentators won- 
dered publicly where Mr. Ford had gotten his odd 
ideas about Eastern Europe. We came across this 
from a June, 1976, address by the then Secretary of 
State to the Institute of Strategic Studies in London: 

We are determined to deal with Eastern Europe 
on the basis of the sovereignty and independence 
of each of its countries. We recognize no spheres 
of influence and no pretensions to hegemony. 
Two American Presidents and several Cabinet 
officials have visited Rumania and Poland as well 
as nonaligned Yugoslavia to demonstrate our 
stake in the flourishing and independence of 
those nations. 
“But, Henry, that’s all I said,” Mr. Ford might have 

protested the morning after the debate. 

ISRAEL UNSURPRISED. When Israel’s Rabin 
was here a little while back, he tried, understand- 
ably, to put a brave official face on the response to 
Mr. Carter’s proposals about defensible lines, as 
distinct from borders, in an eventual Middle East 
settlement . 

From an interview reported in theNew York Times 
early last November it is clear the Prime Minister 
was not surprised. “[Rabin] said he believed that Mr. 
Carter, early in his administration, would attempt to 
find an overall solution leading to a Middle East 
settlement. Mr. Rabin added that, based on the 
history of past attempts, such efforts would create 
friction between Israel and the United States on ‘the 
quality of the peace’ and on the crucial issue of what 
Israel’s borders will be. The Prime Minister also said 
he felt that a similar effort for an overall solution 
would have been initiated by Mr. Ford if he had won 
the election.” 

Mr. Rabin’s candor in discussing future 
possibilities-and thus trying to ward them off-is 
perfectly reasonable. Now that possibility has be- 
come fact, however, the fuFther fact of increased 
friction must be recognized. In this view of the world 
it is probably a necessary friction. By setting out a 
general approach, involving many steps over the 
next decade, Mr. Carter has moved the Middle East 
debate from a dangerous impasse. Of course there 
is no guarantee the proposal will produce fruit in 
negotiations, and of course the U.S. must avoid the 
appearance of imposing a settlement. But Mr. Carter 
did what had to be done that nobody else could do. 

REGULATING THE REGULATORS. The Fed- 
eral Food and Drug Administration is accustomed to 
being in hot water. But the flap over the banning of 
saccharine because consuming four thousand 
packets a day for a lifetime just may cause cancer 
could be the FDA’s undoing. It is but one of several 
recent signs of restlessness with regulatory agen- 
cies that impose abstract principles in reckless 
disregard of valid interests or even common sense. 
A $600 million hydroelectric project in Maine is 
stalled because it might have a negative effect on a 
rare and, we are told, bad-smelling plant called the 
furbish lousewort. ,In Tennessee the TVA has been 
enjoined from working on a nearly completed dam 
that may threaten a rare fish called the three-inch 
snail darter. The Los Angeles International Airport 
may have to be rebuilt to provide a habitat for an 
endangered species of butterfly. 

The drug and ecology people have no corner on 
silliness. Recently, the Federal Trade Commission 
proposed that TV commercials be required to dem- 
onstrate a product’s “typical performance.” The 
immediate issue was a soap commercial in which 
the announcer read an endorsement by a Midwest- 
ern housewife while a model demonstrated the use 
of the soap on screen. It seems the model was 
better-looking than the housewife, thus constituting 
deceptive advertising. What this says about the 
FTC’s opinion of the intelligence of the American 
viewer is not very nice. But the heart of the matter is 
that the FTC seems to have made the shocking 
discovery that advertisers want their products to 
look good. It probably has something to do with 
selling things for profit. It’s enough to turn one into a 
socialist. 

PRESS ROOM THEOLOGY. Back in the sixties 
the Protestant religious story was that of social 
activists alienating th run-of-the-pew Christian. 
1 he Roman Catholic st 1 ry had liberated nuns escap- 
ing from tyrannical bishops to set up lesbian com- 
munes or rob banks to fund guerrilla movements. 
The general religious story was-and in some cir- 
cles it has been the line for two centuries or more- 
that institutional religion is on an inexorable slide to 
oblivion. The recent news, howeve , is that religion 
seems to be on the upswing. Geor d e Gallup has all 
kinds of evidence purporting to indicate a bull mar- 
ket for the years ahead. After some slippage from 
the “religious boom” of the fifties, the major de- 
nominations are beginning to register gains again. 
And, of course, Jimmy Carter has brought to our 
attention the deep hold of unapologetic faith among 
the American people. 

But none of this is news at the New York Times. 
Commonweal managing editor John Deedy regu- 
larly appears in the “News of the Week in Review” to 
assure us the story is still that of unmitigated de- 
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cline. His most recent contribution claims to report 
on a sketchy, admittedly unscientific, survey of 
Catholic attitudes on New York’s Upper East Side. 
Its chief “finding” is that some people aren’t going to 
church anymore because they no longer believe 
what Catholics are supposed to believe. If one is not 
going to church, that sounds like an eminently 
sensible reason for not going. The finding clearly 
contradicts the usual argument of Deedy and other 
reporters of the sixties, that people are “alienated” 
from the church because it refuses to ordain women 
or embrace with appropriate fervor their favored 
social causes. 

But Deedy draws quite different conclusions in his 
article titled “Religion: Where Have All the Believers 
Gone?” He concludes that people are discovering 
that religion does not have “a corner on righteous- 
ness”; that nonbelievers can be just as “dedicated 
to the goals of the humane and just society.” The 
stunning conclusion to be drawn is that just because 
somebody doesn’t go to church “it does not render 
him any less committed to the moral life or to the 
struggle for decent housing, a fair wage, clean air, a 
peaceful world or any other humanitarian objective. 
Indeed, it is often the secular humanist who is out 
front on civil liberties and; similar issues.” One 
wonders where it will all end. We are told Mr. Deedy 
is working on a book to be entitled The Secular City. 

In truth, the state of religious reporting in the 
secular press is somewhere on the low side of 
mediocre. Until about forty years ago most newspa- 
pers thought religion was part of the general news. It 
seemed reasonable that the chief institution bearing 
the values of the society, and to which the majority of 
the people professed allegiance, should be thought 
newsworthy. Then reporting on religion was, for 
various reasons, “upgraded” into a specialty. with 
the result that it was ghettoized from journalistic 
perceptions of what is happening in the world. If 
future historians had only the New York Times to 
work from, they would necessarily conclude that 
opera, dance, and stamp collecting were more im- 
portant to the lives of Americans in this era than 
anything connected with religion. Perhaps that is the 
belief of the editors, which says something impor- 
tant about their understanding of America. News 
stories on Roman Catholicism are confined to its 
alleged disarray and accommodations to modernity. 
On Protestantism little sees print that does not fit the 
“liberal” versus “conservative” soap opera of the 
secular mind. Eastern Orthodoxy receives sporadic 
attention in stories intended to supply “ethnic color,” 
and Judaism is newsworthy when it interacts with 
the others in a way that raises the question of 
anti-Semitism. That is, anti-Semitism is news, 
Judaism is not. As for the Book Review, religion- 
one of the largest single categories in American 
publishing-hardly exists. 

It is little surprise, then, that newspapers complain 
about the “intrusion” of religion into the public realm 
on questions such as abortion or Jimmy Carter’s 
piety. Religion has been there all along and shows 

no signs of going away. The only intrusion is upon 
the secularized thought-slots of conventional jour- 
nalism. 

DON’T ASK. ALL’S WELL. A group sponsored 
by the Mennonites and the American Friends Ser- 
vice Committee (Quakers, of a sort) returned in 
mid-March from Vietnam with reassuring words 
about the humanity of the new regime. According to 
the report, the group “did not ask to see the re- 
education centers where, it has been alleged, the 
authorities have, interned tens of thousands.” An 
AFSC leader says they did not go to Vietnam “on an 
inquisitorial mission to check on allegations of re- 
pression made by leaders of the American antiwar 
movement last December.” It seems they went as 
penitants seeking absolution from the regime, rather 
than as fellow human beings seeking information 
about those who may be victimsof the regime. “After 
what we Americans did in Vietnam, we have no right 
to ask about their sins,” says one AFSC staffer. It is 
a curious and morally debilitating logic. In any case, 
members of the group will no doubt be fanning out 
over the country explaining to Americans the won- 
derful new society in Vietnam and urging that we do 
penance in the form of “reparations.” Meanwhile, 
those who were in General Thieu’s prisons and are 
now in Hanoi’s prisons may wonder what happened 
to their once celebrated solidarity with the peace- 
loving forces of America. 

WINNING THE BATTLE AGAINST PUNITIVE 
JUSTICE. In Ore City, Texas, Forrest Grigg’s 
twenty-year-old son was booted from high school for 
his long hair and then started using “pills, marijuana, 
and cheap wine.” One night the disappointed father 
went into the room where his son was sleeping and 
shot him dead. He was sentenced to five years 
probation for voluntary manslaughter. “I had two 
different men come up to me after the trial and say 
they came awful close to doing that themselves,” 
explains Mr. Grigg .... Dr. John Stoessinger was act- 
ing director of the Political Affairs Division of the 
U.N. from 1967 to 1974. During that time he gave his 
mistress numerous false letters of recommendation, 
written on U.N. stationery, which she used to de- 
fraud European financiers of $260,000. A sizable 
slice of the take she “loaned” to Dr. Stoessinger. 
Last year he pleaded guilty of failure to report a 
felony and testified against his former mistress. Now 
a Federal judge has given him a suspended sen- 
tence with the stipulation that he use his teaching 
talents (he had taught at Hunter College) to help 
prison inmates for an average of two hours a week 
during the next eighteen months. “Your honor,” said 
Dr. Stoessinger, “it will be a privilege to serve those 
less fortunate than myself.” The prisoners will no 
doubt appreciate their professor’s better fortune. 

Abraham Martin Murray is the collective name’of those 
who contribute to “A View of the World.” The opinions 
expressed sometimes coincide with those of the editors. 

34 


