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designing niechanisms for articulating 
them. Yet another kind of tension. be- 
tween family privacy and cqrral oppor- 
r i t r i i r ics  J)r  c-Iiililrcti. may also be re- 
solvable within an individualistic franie- 
work. 'Lifctitiic insurance'-which 
would iiiake individuals responsihlc not 
o n l y  for their old age but also for thcir 
o w n  childhood care-is a iiiechanisni 

for equalizing opportunity with minimal 
intrusion on family privacy." 

One may not be in complete agree- 
ment with Mary J o  Bane's arguments 
and solutions, but I do agree with her 
that it is tinie to accept the persisting 
tension between family and public 
values and to design more creativc ways 
of living with both. 
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Genocide in Paraguay 
edited by Richard Arens 
with an epilogue by Elie Wiesel 
(Temple University Press; 171 pp.: $10.95) 

David N. Weisstub 

Richard Arms has undertaken to docu- 
iiic'nt and analyze the gcnocidal prac- 
ticcs of the Paraguayan Govcrnnicnt and 
ita corporate confreres with rcspcct to i ts  
indigenous Indian populations. In  doing 
this he has transforiiicd what niight at 
first appear to be a iiioral problem o f  
only rcgional sigqificancc into a chal- 
lcngc to the international conscicncc. 
During the past two decades Arens has. 
in his writing and advocacy. pcrsistcd i n  
uncovering violations of hunian dignity 
both in thcory and practice. Hia  book 
/ / iscuii / ,v Dc~c / i sc~  pursued the logical 
outconic 01' psychiatric pcrniissiv'cncss 
and kgal rhetoric as they affected the 
treatnient of the nicntally ill. I n  thc 
present review of the plight of an Indian 
tribe isolated in the eastern junglc re- 
gions of Paraguay he invites us lo use 
this occasion to rcllcct on the phcnoiiic- 
non of the huiiian conscience itself. 

Arens's task was not to produce a 
>tatistical hricf that would inflict itself 
upon the reader as further evidence of 
thc range of atrocitics permitted and 
coiliniittcd in thc name of deniocratic 

Informed persons likely to 

read this text  will alrcady have bccn 
overwhelmed by the transnational 
genocidal drifts that have bccn part of 
the daily ingestion of nicdia-watchcrs in 
recent years. What is compelling ahout 
Arcns's tcstinionial is that he has chosen 
an unlikely group-small in nutnher and 
indeed unimportant in  historical and 
cultural status-and has demanded that 
we draw nioral and psychological con- 

clusions that will test the extent of the 
dehunianization that has become a 
corollary of postindustrial progressive 
civilizations. The book contains thor- 
ough accounts of eyewitnessed events. 
which have hccn publicly exposed by 
scholars in Switzcrland. Germany. Den- 
niark. and the United States. We are 
confronted with the realities of nien. 
wniiicn. and children being niowed 
down by hunting parties. sold into slav- 
cry. raped. and I'atigucd by a racist 
culture. The book also undcrscores the 
disquieting silence of the international 
press. particularly in North Amcrica. 
The journalistic appetite for balanced 
judgment and respect for national inter- 
est has fostered a tendency to rely on the 
convenient second and third-hand 
coninientarics of official bureaucracies. 
Aliiiost no publicity has been given the 
deiiiands o f  anthropological  rc- 
searchers. Catholic priests who have 
livcd among the Indians. and  political 
dissidcnts who h a w  cxpericnced the 
tortures of Paraguayan jails. 

The policy of Indian management in 
Paraguay haa heen to exploit the vu l -  
nerability of Indian tribcsiiicn to thc 
degradation of their owii culturc. The 
govcrniiicnt distort+hose ingredients 01' 
culture that I'ashi6n authority rolcs. 
iiianhood. maternalisin. and the cxpcri- 
cncc of childhood. With iiicticulous 
precision the Stroessncr rcgitiic. for the 
sake of mineral and nil cxplorations. has 
turned chiefs into pathetic victinis. 
lathers into symbols of impotence. and 

young warriors into hunters of thcirown 
fathers. This process of ethnocide has 
involved the creation of reservation 
plots where Indians have been photo- 
graphed in the most squalid of circum- 
stances and denied minimum food and 
medicine. In  such places the population 
alters according to the needs of the 
mixed-blood neighbors  and ci ty  
dwellers for slave-hands. and according 
to the whinis of punitive. sotnetinies 
perverted. oversecrs. The Ache Indians 
have dwindled to approximately a 
thousand. and are on the verge of both 
physical and cultural estinction. I t  is 
shocking to read that a fundamentalist 
Protestant group has participated in the 
raids on these forest Stone Age natives. 
and i t  is implicated directly in the nian- 
agement of the jnfamous " Banrustand" 
camp at Cecilio Baez. 

There is. of course. a long-standing 
tradition of mistreating the nomadic tri- 
bal populations of Latin America. Al- 
though there have been hrief interludes. 
on occasion under the watchful eye of 
benign Christian missionaries. adminis- 
trators of Indian affairs. f roni  the days 
of Cortes on. have gone along with the 
distorted "natural law" that fundamen- 
tal rights are reserved for men o f  reason 
and inapplicable to the heathen primi- 
lives. Although they are sentient he- 
ings. the latter deserve at best the pity 
owed to animals and at worst the 
caretaking that is appropriate to wild 
heasts. In  light o f  th i s  history i t  is not 
surprising to read Norman Lewis's de- 
scription of various tourist visits to thc 
Ache concentration caiiip. In Octoher. 
1973. Lewis. a journalist with the Lon- 
don Srrrrclu~ Tirrrrs. traveled to Paraguay 
todiscover the truth ahout Cecilio Baez. 
hlissionaries. discreetly placed there at 
the behest of the Paraguayan au-  
thoritics. have no apparent religious 
function to pcrloriii. Instead. they par- 
ticipate in stripping the inhabitants ol' 
the vestiges of huiiian dignity. likclg 
deriving financial hcncfils in  the har- 
gain to sustain their outposts. 

The eminent nioral philosnphcr hlon- 
roc C. Bcardslcy treats willful assault 
against a culturc as tantaiiiouiit. in  
specified circuiiistanccs. to an act of 
genocide. I t  is also. he says hcrc. tan- 
tamount to a distinct and difl'crcnt 
wrong. ctlinocidc. In confronting pns- 
sihlc iiioral reactions to gcnocitlal prac- 
tices Bcardslcy avoids rcpcating the 
wcll-worn dehatcs surrounding the is/ 
ought distinction and relativistic ethics. 
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Rather. he proposes to base his discus- 
sion on the assumption that insofar as 
peop1.e are prepared to fashion judg- 
ments and to assert values they may be 
regarded as moral agents. Beardsley 
states that i t  is a condition of moral 
personhood. in  the sense of being enti- 
tled to self-realization. that the right to 
one's culture takes hold. This right is 
defeasible but may be sacrificed. says 
Bcardsley, only i n  the most restrictive 
setting. For exaniple. i t  may be anulled 
where the defense of a culture entails a 
threat to life itself and where there is no 
prospect whalsoever of compromise or 
reconciliation. 

Recently. philosophical and legal 
publications have emerged with propo- 
sals to recognize rights inherent in natu- 
ral objects such as trees. forests. and 
rivers. Commentators have come for- 
ward to protect the abstraction of the 
right to the wholeecological orderorthe 
prescrvation of a physical natural heri- 
tagc. These subtle improvements on the 
scnsitivity 0 1  thc human soul pale in 
light ot' tragic occurrences such as those 

discussed in the Arens volunie, occur- 
rences thai surely are not restricted to 
Paraguay. There are other instances of 
well-planned social. institutional. and 
govern men I a I on s I au g h IS ag a i ns t v ar ied 
cultural preserves; against particular 
styles of affection between and aniong 
members of a specific racial, relib' 'IOUS. 

or ethnic group, against the right to 
communicate in the language of one's 
choice, to be nanied in the tradition o f  
one's ancestors. against the opportunity 
to educate one's offspring i n  the rituals 
and experiences of past generations. , 

There are various factors to take into 
account-knowledge. aesthetics, and 
mornlily. Beardsley makes the claim 
that there are values we might gain from 
the national expression of the Ache 
people. We must be open. in  his per- 
spective. to learning from every culture 
in its own way. Integral to culture. he 
concludes, are aesthetic creations. To 
many this point will not seem compel- 
ling with reference to Ache civilization. 
I believe the most compelling issue is 
directly and almost purely one of nioral 

constitution. Bcardsley's analysis ofthc 
moral element reduces itself to a benign 
utilitarianism that is not stated strongly 
enough to counter thc stakes as pcr- 
ceived by those who control thc destiny 
of the Ache. He realizes that our nioral 
blinders i n  North America are not sur- 
prising. for the hislory of Solonization 
in America.  which condoned i n -  
stitutionalizcd slavery, was rationalized 
by refined. self-intercstcd personalitics. 
Beardsley neglects the capacity o f  
moral rhetoricians who. in  the search 
for justice. again and again weigh com- 
peting interests in  favor of degradation 
and inhumanity. 

Beardsley notes that the Aches are 
ent i re ly  nonaggressive to other  
societies. but this evades the hard nioral 
issue. naniely. what to do i f  alien or 
indigenous cultures are aggressive, 
even within the confines of thcir own 
membership. The Aches. in  Beardslcy's 
analysis, are reduced to a "soft case." 
This. i t  can be argued. is niisleading, 
since it-niakes i t  difficult to draw paral- 
lels with other threat.cncd cultures that 
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do possess the virtues of knowledge and 
aesthetics. 

Chaim Shatan, CO-Director of the 
Postdoctoral Psychoanalytic Training 
Program at New York University. has 
had extensive contact with American 
war veterans who have suffered from 
moral anomie and desensitization. From 
that experience he draws comparisons 
with the Ache tragedy. Shatan invites us 
to inhabit the Ache skin, and this is the 
strongest moral postulate for ou r  en- 
counter with the evil of genocide. I t  is 
the experience of distancing, of being 
able to rationalize one's way into mak- 
ing distinctions. for reasons of politics 
or economy, based on the explicit or 
implicit threat to one's own security. 
that makes i t  possible for civilized 
people to escape from the emotions of 
pity, embarrassment. and shame. He 
forces us to understand the crude reality 
that follows from the genocidal instru- 
ment. Children and ordinary folk are 
bludgeoned into turning on their elders, 
identifying with the victor, emulating 
the inquisitors of their national heroes. 
In the process of "culturocide" people 
cease to exist in  the roles and functions 
that sustain their very sense of being, 
resulting in a living death. 

Shatan goes on to assess the role of 
mental health professionals in the bur- 
densome job of restructuring decultured 
groups, including the Aches. His in- 
sights in this segment appear culture- 
bound, and fail to strike a chord of 
reality and pragmatism. Social psychia- 
try has yet to prove its effectiveness in 
coping with the curtailment and/or re- 
habilitation of cultural degeneration. 
Even i f  some points may be made in 
reference to limited groups in industrial 
nations or refined communities of 
long-standing intellectual traditions. 
the focus of mental health rehabilitation 
on the Aches is not convincing. I t  de- 
tracts from his central and more telling 
point. namely. that each of us has an 
obligation to an innocent victim, and 
that the annihilation of a culture in -  
structs the psychiatric imagination to 
dwell on the moral impact on the psy- 
chological well-being of bystanders. 

Arens's piece. entitled "A Lawyer's 
Sunmation." canvasses the interna- 
tional laws, conventions, and institu- 
tions relevant to the Ache plight. One is 
struck by the legalism of genocidal vo- 
cabularies, and by the absence of legal 
procedures containing effective ele- 

ments of sanction and enforcement. The 
collective guilt of the Paraguayan Gov- 
ernment, he points out. must be tabled 
alongside that of German, American, 
and Canadian business enterprises that 
do not want their vested interests in oil 
and trade disturbed. Also implicated are 
the international church associations 
that fear for their remaining brothers in 
the country. whose general spirit of 
compromise and caution is the reason 
for their continued success i n  the midst 
of corrupt regimes. There are clearly 
other fancier causes that occupy 
cocktail hour discussions of human 
rights in the corridorsof the U.N.  build- 
ings in New York and Geneva. An 
unholy alliance of ditznte has been ar- 
ranged by historical accident between 
Soviet Russia and the United States, 
with the result that Paraguay has been 
reduced to a terra incognita. The Inter- 
American Commission on Human 
Rights, even in instances where i t  has 
come forward to allege violations. has 
produced no effective relilf beyond ex- 
pressions of concern. Arens maintains 
that i t  remains for the United States to 
withhold aid unt i l  such time as the 
affliction of the indigenous Indian popu- 
lation is proved to have ended. He 
stresses the fact that as of December 20, 
1975, Federal law bars economic assis- 
tance to countries that are engaged in 
consistent and gross violations of inter- 
nationally recognized human rights. 

Elie Wiesel. in an epilogue, explores 
the sad similarities to the Holocaust. 
Although hesitant in his other writings 
to draw analogies with the concentra- 
tion camps of Nazi Germany, Wiesel 
boldly follows that avenue here. He 
picks up on Shatan's psychoanalytic 
imagination with an unabashed poetic 
statement. His sincerity is powerful in 
its impact, for Wiesel does not lightly 
draw parallels to the uniquely existen- 
tial predicament of genocide. I t  is unex- 
pected to see a man of The Book passion- 
ately join hands with a Stone Age cul- 
ture, but this is precisely the strength in 
this volume's presentation of a human 
tragedy. Wiesel sums it  up: "Silence 
everywhere. Hardly a few words in the 
press. Nothing isdiscussed at the U.N.. 
nor among the politicized intellectuals 
or the moralists. The great consciences 
kept quiet. Ofcourse. we had an excuse! 
We didn't know. But now, after having 
read these testimonies, we know. 
Henceforth we shall be responsible. 
And accomplices." 


