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"Ho\ i . i~c .r .  ihizri~ i.v ) i o  /.i'ic.vt)// 111 C . V / W ~ . I  

1 0  h i  Coiigwss iiYll siiildcvr1J Irc  ' -4 '111 . 
~ t i k i ~  siv. ioiis/~ i f s  /.i~slro/rsibiliiii~.~ io- 

ii.trrtl hlic.ro~rc,siii" (original eniphasis). 
On the \vhole. hlcHenry accepts the 

current h,larianas Coiiiiiionwcalth hut 
predicts that its people will soon I'ind 
that they require either grcaicr indcpcn- 
dencc or a better stillus as an American 
territory. The Coniiiion\vcalth compact 
docs sccni to hc a I)orrii Ji'llc~ product 01' 
self-determinaticin. and  the Trust  
agreenicnl does not require ; * indepcn- 
dencc"  as the sole resul t .  S a y s  
McHenry . "Girwi poliriiwl cirri/  i ' i . i ~ -  

\ 

Secret Intelligence in the Twentieth Century 
by Constantine FitzGibbon 
(Stein and Day; 350 pp.; $10.00) 

The CIA's Secret Operations 
by Harry Rositzke 
(Readers Digest Press: 273 pp.; $17.95) 

Paul Blackstock 

These two volumes arc recent additions 
to a series of hooks that secks to rc- 
habilitate the tarnished iniage of "inrcl- 
ligence" following the disastrous rcvc- 
Iarions of Watergate a n d  the extended 
congressional investigations of 1976. 
which Rositzke refer5 to as "the Year 01' 
Intelligence." Other than this implicit 
underlying purpose. the t\vo hooks have 
Iiitle i n  coninion. Both authors were 
engaged i n  intelligence operations. but 
Rositzkc's work takes o n  the format of a 
personal nienioir. whereas FitzGibhon 
has written a popular and oftcn grossly 
ovcrsiniplilicd account of the role that 
strategic intelligence played in World 
War I.  i n  the interwar period. and i n  
World War I t .  

Starting with the prcniise that intclli- 
gcncc is a "pitting ol'wits ... which can 
vary from the ccinipctiiion between 
friendly gamblers or sportsinen to lethal 
hostility blttwen states. religions or 
ideo I og i c s. ' ' Fi t zG i  b ho n a t I c ni pi s to 
evaluate the effect that strategic intclli- 
gence (or the lack of i t )  had on high- 
level pcrlitical and military decision- 
iiiaking during two world wars. He 
served as an intclli_rcnce ot't'iccr at- 

1.. 

tachcd to General Oiiiar Bradley's staff 
during World \Var I I  and \\'as privy to 
Ulircr-Sccwi, the code ward for intclli- 
&ncc that the British c;iiiic by as a result 
of having broken the top-secret Gcrnian 
com ni  u n ic a t i  c i  n s c nc i  p h c red h y t he i r 
Enigma machine-coniiiiunications the 

\German high coninland mistakenly rc- 
garded as unbreakable throughout the 
Lvar. FitzGihhon properly notes that 
"the breaking of German ciphers was. 
for thc British and almost equally forthe 
A me r ican s . t hc war-  tv i  n n in g in  t e I I i  - 
gcnce weapon." For this reason his 
account is a useful supplement to the 
authoritative study hy hlajor General 
Sir Kenneth Strong. M c r i  (4' /iirc/li- 
R C / / ~ . C . .  A Sr~id! (I/ I / I ~ J  Ro/i',\ i//r(l D1'i.i- 

s i o r ~ s  id C l l i c ~ i  cf / t i / i ~ l l i g i ~ r i i . i ~  Fro/)i 
Il'orltl Il'iri. I io  ihc~ Pr i , .~ t~ / / i  Dtr! ( I97 I ). 
which \vas written while the contrih- 
ution to the Allied victory of' Ulrrti- 
Sc~cwi was still gti;irdcd uiitlcr thc high- 
est security wraps. 

FitzGihbon touches superficially o n  
strategic deception. the cover plans. and 
iiiassiw Allied operations that deceived 
the G e m a n  high coiiimand during [he 
spring and suninier of 19-14 and \vert 

iio/iiit, wol ir ic .~.  , / i w  i / s , ~ o l . i ( i i i o i r  i i . I t l r  
ilrc. U/iiicd Sirric~s / / / t i ! .  hcst .ww Mi-  
i~ro/rrsici/r i/rli,r.i~srs. ' '  Look ing back, 
hlctlcnry observes. " n o  one conics out 
ol' this phase 01' hlicroncsia's history 
loirking p o d .  no t  the Congress. not the  
csccutivc. n o t  the United Nations. not  
cven thc hlicroncsians. who too frc- 
qucnt ly  sccni lo be concerned niorc 
ahout inoncy than about the principles 
involved." This book stands as thc iiiost 
authoritative and uscful monograph o n  
the Micronesian trust  and as an invalu- 
able "slice of life" in thc U.S. t'orcign 
policy community. 

thus a niajor factor hehind the success- 
ful invasion of Normandy and suh- 
sequent Geriiian defeat in the West. His 
deprecating. highly subjective cvalua- 
l ion o f  the operations contrasts sharply 
with the glowing. heavily docuinentcd 
account of them by the British journalist 
Anthony Cave Brown in his best-selling 
Bor/~gr i i rrc l  c j 'Li i*s  (1976). FitzGibbon 
ends his survey with a section entitled 
"The Third World War" (a phrase hor- 
rowed from Solzhenirsyn) that is an 
ill-disguised cold war propaganda tract. 
I t  includes a chapter o n  Soviet cspio- 
n a p  and propaganda. "The Early 
KGB." and  another entitled "Sonic 
Coniincnts on the CIA." 

The author's harsh anti-Russian and 
ami-Soviet antipathies run like a red 
thread throughout Sci.rcv I r r i i ~ l l i g o r i ~ i ~  i ~ r  
ilrip Tw/ri i iv / i  Civiiii/;v. In an early chap-  
ter on "The Okhrana" FitzGihhon hc- 
[rays gross igiioraiicc ol' thc historic Rub- 
siaii scent whcii Iir: wrilcs: "The Rus- 
sian iiiasscs. illiterate in the last ccn- 
t u r y .  live the lil'c 0 1  illitcriitcs i n  
this.. . .Even a n  ;ivo\vcd l'orcign Coni- 
iiiunist. such as Pahlo Picasso. niay not 
hc a l l o \ ~ w I  ti) show his tvorks lo the 
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Tlic L.landcstinc services about tvhich 
R o s i  I z k c \v r i I e s i n c I u d r c s p i o n age . 
counicrcspionagc. and covert political 
aciiun. I n  seeking tu put thc bcsi possi- 
ble lace o n  the CIA'sclandcstinc opcra- 
tions. Rositzke both niininiizcs their 
scope and. throughout thc entire book. 
takes the line that the CIA acted nicrcly 
as a faithful servant o l  the Pentagon in 
the clandestine collection of "vital" 
military secrets. or as a loyal tool of the 
president i n  its covert operations. In  his 
thoughtful introduction to thc work 
even Arthur Schlesinger. a vintage cold 
warrior in his own right. takes exception 
to this kind of.spccial pleading as fol- 
lows: "While there is some truth in this. 
I think that [Rositzke] pushes the idea of 
an innocent and obedient CIA. acting 
only on 'express' presidential instruction 
and authorization. a good deal too far. 
The record. as I read i t .  indicates that 
the Agency acted on its own i n  a diver- 
sity of ways. some of very considerable 
i n i port a ncc . .. 

Rositzhc's special pleading leads him 
itito. iiuiiicrous undcrcstimatcs on the 
cine hand and to gram cxaggcrations on 
tlic oilier. Forcsaiiiplc; in his prclJce he 
writes that the public record is "unhal- 
anccd lor the siniplc reason that CIA's 
espionage and counterespionage opera- 
tions.. . have fornicd at least eighty pcr- 
cent ol'thc work of all CIA's operations 
officers froni the mid-fifties on. Covert 
actions have occupied only a sniall por- 
tion 01' our nian-hours ...." This pa- 
icntly absurd chtiniiltc must certainly 
coiiic as 2 surprise to such foriiicr 
operators as Philip Agcc. hliles Copc- 
land (Tlic. Gcriiic, ofh'wiom. 1963). and 
John Burkholdcr Smith. author o f  a 
candid autohicigrapliical iiiciiioir, for- 
f r t r i f  ty' L I  Colt/ H'crrrior ( 1977). The 
latter catches tlic early cntliusiasni and 
later disenchanliiicni with CIA's $old  
war iirission hcltcr rhan any single hook 
( i f  i t5 kind. 

The CIA clandchtinc activities train- 
ing iiiaiiual used at tlic tiiiic ol'thc Bay 01' 
P i p  fiasco has a \vondcrfulIy descrip- 
tivc phrase warning ahout "corruption 
by the tools o f  the trade." There is also 
inherent in all clandcstinc collection 
s e n  ices a cxinlusion oI'i1ican.s with ends 
(a  point that Schlcsiiigcr ciiiphasizcs i i i  

his prcl'acc). hlorcovcr. there is a huilt- 
in. i n c x q a b l c  urge to iiiow l'roni col- 
Iectirtn to covert action. thc rrianipula- 
live syndroiiic. ivhich has been a niajor 
I'actor inipclling both the CIA and its 

Soviet alter ego. the KGB. into covert 
political action around the globe during 
the cold war. But this is precisely the 
k i n d  o f  "forward s t ra tegy" that 
Rositzke rcconiiiicnds in his final chap- 
ter on "The Future of Secre1 Oprra- 
tions." Viewed i n  thc light of what the 

Henry Wallace, Harry 
and the Cold War 

by Richard Walton 
(Viking; 388 pp.; $12.95) 

Milton Cantor 

Cast your mind back thirty years, if  you 
will. and entertain the possibility that 
there was once a time when the develop- 
ing cold war and its attendant ideology 
might have been stopped. Richard Wal- 
ton believes Soviet-American dCtente 
was possible. and Henry Wallace was 
its champion. Recreating the immediate 
post-World War 11 years, Walton con- 
cludes that the events of the time did not 
have that genuine historical determi- 
nacy about theni they seem today to 
posscss. 

Henry Wallace. Walton reminds us. 
was no crackpot. no marginal or ineffcc- 
tual figure. Rather. he w a s  a highly 
successful businessnian and adminis- 
trator. He had been. by 1936. perhaps 
our best Secretary of Agriculture as well 
as head of the Commerce Department. 
with a term a s  vice president 
sandwiched i n  between the cabinet 
posts .  Indeed.  h e . w a s  second to 
Franklin D. Roosevelt himself as 
embleni of the New Deal and. u n t i l  the 
mid- 1940's. perhaps thc most important 
Deniocratic politician after the presi- 
dent. So Wallace's break with Harry 
Truman's "get-tough-with-Russia'' 
policy in Scptember. 1946. was no 
minor affair. To the contrary. I t  touched 
off a national debate over the I'undainen- 
ta l  assumptions of American foreign 
policy. the only  one we had u n t i l  the late 
1960's. 

W a I I ace ' s prow i n g d ise nc ha n I iiic n I 
wi th  t hc Truni a n ad iii i n  i st ra t ion became 
apparent. s o  his diaries disclose (and 
%'alton niakcs full use o f  them). in 
spring. 19-15. but his decision to chal- 
lenge for the presidency W;IS not made 

Soviets call "stupid bourgeois objcctiv- 
it).." Rositzke's mcnioir is unwitting 
testimony that the CIA's covert political 
actions have been oversold. overused 
and.atbrst, inhisownwords, "canbea 
useful. i f  minor, standby for American 
diplomacy. " 

Truman 

until late 1947. From September, 1946, 
u n t i l  his election defeat in November. 
1918, Wallace made. as  Walton puts i t ,  
a "prophetic fight against the Cold War 
crusade at home and abroad." against a 
policy that would result in three decades 
of support for repressive regimes, and i t  
established him "as one of Anierica's 
authentic heroes." 

Such praise for its subject hangs over 
this book like Spanish moss. Walton. 
however, does not neglect the warts. 
For example. Wallace's heralded "pro- 
gressive capitalism" was a carelessly 
plotted romantic notion; he was at times 
the circuit-riding evangclist i n  politics. 
often preaching a Christian's sense of 
duty; he was a mystic on occasion and 
frequently apocalyptic i n  his rhetoric. 
Moreover. he shared in the Midwest's 
traditional distrust of Great Britain. and 
he did not conduct a very skillful cani- 
paign. But given the times. i t  is likely 
that even Rooscvelt at his niost magnifi: 
cent would have been i n  trouble had he 
proposed continuing the wariinie al- 
liance. targeted by the same coalition 
and tactics that helped defeat Wallace. 

O r t a i n l y .  as charged. the Com- 
munist party gave aid and comfort to 
Wallace's Progressives. Its members 
were an "important and influential 
part"of the third party. But thcy had not 
been founding members. and. Walton 
argues convincingly. thcy served on 
Wallace's ternis. Always his own nian. 
Wallace rcinaincd a stcadfast Christian, 
a successful businessman. a chanipion 
o f  trade expansion. and hardly one cn- 
amored o f  hiarxist-Leninist principles 
of political economy. Wallace's unhappi- 


