
ings of the non-Indian ideas he niet in  
England and South Africa. And there 
are serious errors i n  logic, such as ap- 
propriating to Naipaul's own argument 
Tolstoy's comnient that Gandhi's Hindu 
nationalism spoiled everything. when in 
fact Tolstoy's point w a s  quite the 
opposite-he wanted Gandhi to go  
farther in the direction from which 
Naipaul wants him to turn back. 

Conipared with Ved hlehta's recent 
book,  Gtrirtilri t i t i t i  Ilis rlposrles. 
Nnipaul's treatment of Gandhi is. I 
think. serious, and that is not easy for a 
man in his position. He says at the end 
that the many-sided Gandhi permeates 
modern India, split up into different 

Turning East 
by Harvey Cox' 
(Sinion and Schuster; 192 pp.; $8.95) 

Richard John Neuhaus 

A few years ago some Hare Krishna fol- 
lowers dropped in on Harvey Cox at his 
Cambridge, hlassachusetts, home and he 
was intrigued. "I thought I might even 
write a book on the subject.'' Opening his 
eyes he beheld all sorts of "neo- 
Orientalism" thriving in Cambridge. in- 
cluding 3 H 0  (Happy. Holy, Healthy Or- 
ganization). Some of them let him "sit" 
with them for meditation. That was the 
beginning. "The journey I made. while 
helping me IO appreciate more deeply 
what the East has to teach us today. also 
made nie i n  some ways more Christian 
than I had been at the beginning." hlr. 
Cox believes he may be a little ahead of his 
time. "hly guess is that the same thing. of 
somcthing very similar. will happen to a 
lot of us bcforc many more years go by." 

In the second chapier he describes his  
private excrcises with Zen and its notori- 
ously elusive koans. "Finally. after sev- 
eral weeksof mounting fury and anxiety. I 
quit. I knew that I had gone far enough so 
that the next step would no longer he 
'having a go' at Zen. but 'being had' hy 
Zen." "To pursue Zen any further I 
would nced a master." The next chapter is 
about a night spent north of hlexico City 
with a group made up mainly of North 
Americans. They ate peyote under the 
direction of some Huichole Indians. The 
Indians told them they should spend the 

options, the way a novelist permeates 
his novel. Of course his point is that 
those different options, notably the 
political and the religious, now cancel 
each other out. And this leads on to the 
arguiiienl that nowadays the Indian past. 
like the classical past at the nionienl of 
the European Renaissance. "can be 
possessed only by inquiry and scholar- 
ship, by intellectual rather than spiritual 
discipline. The past has to be seen to be 
dead; or the past will kill." I t  is because 
Gandhi is dead that we can see him as 
great. But still the image of Gandhi 
permeating all India remains large and 
exciting. This is a book for all who care 
about Gandhi or about India. ! 

I 

night "talking with our own gods and our 
own forebears." So Cox and his friends 
set up their stereo equipment and played 
Bach, Beethoven, Mozart. and Gregorian 
chant. It  was an exciting night. Substades 
like peyote "arc the psychological equiv - 
lent of nuclear energy, capable of doi k g 
enormous good and creating awesome 
destruction." "When I saw the morning 
star in the desert sky. I heard (a hymn) 
sung by a fifty-thousand-voice choir, 
or so i t  seemed. And, as rhe McDonald's 
people say, "it was all for me." The 
search for such experience is "a scream of 
longing for what a consumer culture can- 
not provide-a communify of love and d e  
capacity to experience things intensely." 

In the fourrh chapter he visits a Bud- 
dhist study center i n  Colorado. His 
spiritual quest had raken him across the 
line. " I  was now writing about a 
phenomenon I was  par^ of, and my evalua- 
tions and criticisms would now be judg- 
ments about niyself." Precisely. After a 

pleasant sunimer "I came away convinced 
that sitting-type meditation is perfectly 
compatible with Chrisiian life." 

The following chapter is an excursus on 
modern culture's need for the equivalent 
of the Sabbath. "Sabbath links God and 
world and human beings in a dialectic of 
action and rest, of purposeful doing and 
'just sitting."' * * I t  is foolish. however. 

Peter 1; Berger 
probes the moral 
dimension of today's 
social issues. 
The slate of marriage, the role of 
class in America, the growing 
indifference to murder, the 
secularization of religion- 
these are among the modern 
issues Peter L. Berger examines 
in his wide-ranging new book. 
Here are his most provoca- 
tive essays of the ' 6 0 s  and '70s 
exploring his three principal 
concerns: understanding the 
redity of modern society, 
engaging in meaningful politi- 
cal action within it, and 
defining its impact on an indi- 
vidual's religious quest. 

FACING UPTO 
MODERNITY 
Excursions in Society, 
Politics, and Religion 
Peter 1. BerGr 
"A conservative intellectual of 
great range and perspicacity." 
- Pirbli.drers Ii'eekly 

81 1.50 at bookstores or 
direct from the publisher 

NEW SIGNIFICANT: 
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to imagine that a general observance of 
Sabbath can bc rcinstituted i n  our 
time.. . , Meditation could become a niod- 
ern equivalent of Sabbath." 

Then conies a psychological considera- 
tion of the meaning of "East Turners." 
Western psychology could "spoil the 
mcaning of Easiern spirituality" bccause 
"despite occasional claims to the con- 
trary. i t  still continues to concentrate on 
the sclf." But,  says Cos. as they learn 
from the East, we can expect psycholo- 
gists'to be talking more about the merit of 
"epolessness. * *  Cox is worried. however, 
about the easy and cheap appropriation of 
Easiern spirituality. He strikes a note of 
pessimism. "I expect this Westernized 
pseudo-Oriental pastiche to spread. and 
even at points to label itself religious or 
Christian." Precisely. 

Chapter seven analyzes the kinds of 
people signing up for enlightenment. 
"Except for the Black hluslim organiza- 
tion, there are very few black young 
pcople i n  any of these movements." 
Peoplc of liberal Protestant and Jewish 
hackgrounds are ovcr-represtnted. Many 
arc searching for friendship or for author- 
ity.  Some are seeking an alternative to the 
social activism with which they have been 
disappointed. Cox points to Gandhi and 
the antiwar Buddhist. Thich Nhat Hanh. 
however. to show that "the actual Asian 
outlook, as well as the Oriental faiths, is 
becoming more activist and more 'histori- 
cal."' Therefore those who look for an 
escape from history may be "turning 
back" instead of Turning East. 

For the escapists "the Turn  East is the 
logical outcome of the death of God.'' 
That is, since God is no longer involved in 
history, historical tasks have no meaning. 
There are still tasks to be carried out, 
however. Because of "capitalist culture" 
and "the demon profit." true spirituality 
is being destroyed. "Teachings crborrr 
God and words ubortr Christ ... begin to 
replace thc real thing." The reason for 
this, we learn in the next chapter, is that, 
while early Christianity was really quite 
wonderful, "Constantine made the new 
faith the ideology of his empire ... being a 
Christian meant joining an organization 
and adhering to a prescribed creed." 
Theology too must be blamed. "In its 
one-sided reiteration of the 'true God' part 
of the teaching. theology has frequently 
neglected td say that Jesus also shows us 
what a true human being is.'' This is a 
useful insight. The excessive preoccupa- 
tion with the divine and transcendent as- 

pect!, of the faith has escaped n iany  critics 
of niodern theology. 

In  any case, the criticism would not 
seem to apply to Mr. Cos. "God libeilrtes 
the oppressed by enabling theni to liberate 
theniselves. This. I believe. is the onl) 
credible 'liberation theology.' Anything 
else feeds the kind of millennia1 fantasies 
that have kept the poor in bondage for 
centuries." Coniing as i t  does from such 
an influential theologian. one would be 
surprised if  this bold and innovativc 
statement did not provoke his colleagues 
to place less emphasis on the celestial and 
to stress niorc what might be called. for 
lack of a better phrase, the secular city. 

"Enlightenment by Ticketron," the 
ninth chapter, returns to the theme of a 
consumer socieiy and its evils. We are not 
greedy for things but for experiences, and 
neo-Orientalism could fall prey to that 
greed. That danger is reinforced by West- 
em failures to really understand the Easi. 
Returning from his pilgrimage through 
Oriental centers such as Mexico. Col- 
orado, and San Francisco. the Cambridge 
professor observes: " I t  is a fact that there 
are actually two 'Orients.' One is made of 
real people and real earth. The other 
is a myth that resides i n  the head of 
Westerners. ' *  

The author concludes with similarly 
weighted insights about the renewal of 
Christianity in light of what we can now 
learn from the East. "Any auiheniic 
post-modcm spirituality must begin by 
going back to the sources." That means, 
again, early Christianity. "Those waver- 
ing backsliders and ecstatic dreamers of 
Corinth, Rome, and Philippi are our 
brothers and sisters in  a more important 
sense than are all the popes and preachers 
in  between." The early Church can teach 
us how to be born again and how to 
survive as a fringe group, "but. beyond 
that, the early Christians cannot teach us 
very much else." We must be rooted in 
our very own tradition. For him, Cos 
says, this means learning from the 
"gurus" in his own life. The last pages of 
the book are devoted IO introducing the 
uninitiated io this gallery of gurus from his 
very own life: Dietrich Bonhoeffer, 
Dorothy Day. Camilo Torres, Simone 
Weil. and Mmin Luther King, Jr. They 
are all great. By bearing a child out of 
wedlock. for example. Dorothy Day 
"broke from Ihe cloying custom of iden- 
tifying piety ' with moralism." But the 
really impressive thing about them "is 
that no one of them is a 'libeial.' They all 

have niorc or less onhodos theologics. SCI 

much so, in fact. that this makes theiii 
appear radical in  light of the dominant 
interest of modern theology in moderniz- 
ing and accomniodating." Precisely. 

The rigors of travel and of arduous 
discipline are part of the price the author 
paid for his new insights. He had to 
"wrestle with what i t  nieans to be a 
Christian who practices a 'Buddhist' form 
of meditation. For many people." he 
writes. "this would not pose any prob- 
lems, because mising assorted tidbits 
from different religious tradition! comes 
easily to some. But i t  does not conle easily , 

to me." Clearly Cox has had to work hard 
at whai some do easily, but the assortment 
offered here is a witness to his success. 

And i t '  all began with those Hare 
Krishna followers who came io his door 
only a few sunimers ago. "The Orient, or 
ai leas1 some of iis Western representa- 
tives, was now literally knocking on my 
door, and the Gita lay open on the living- 
room floor. East and West were beginning 
to intersect in ways that neither Rudyard 
Kiplinh nor I had anticipated." To para- 
phrase a famous remark about a certain 
movie mogul. "Just think, the whole 
world wired to Harvey Cox's doorbell!" 
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Briefly Noted 
Vico and Herder: 
Two Studies in the History 

by Isaiah Berlin 
of Ideas 

(Vihing; 256 pp.; $12.50) 

Giambattista Vico and Johann Gottfried 
Herder are read only by the few. Vico. 
Russell Baker remarked recently. is the 
most quofed unread author. Herder 
lacks even that  distinction. But  their 
ideas, deeply original yet remarhably 
complementary. have become so com- 
monplace that we forget they were once 
revolutionary. Isaiah Berlin's two es- 
says. one on Vico and one on Herder, 
will probably nor eliminate the canned 
quotations of Vico (now one can quote 
Berlin). but the curious may be prompt- 
ed to read Vico (and Herder) for them- 
selves. Vico (1668-1744). a n  obscure 
Ncopolitan lawyer who never moved 
from his native city and whose highest 
anibitions were frustrated (he was de- 
nied a distinguished professorship and 
had to content himself with lowly posi- 
tions his entire life), w a s  the first great 
philosophical mind to deal with history. 
Against the eighteenth-century en-  
chantment with the measurable, with 
regularity and predictability. with u n i -  
versal laws as the highest form of expla- 
nation, Vico asserted that only history 
w a s  the proper study for man. For man 
could only  fruly understand that which 
he had  made. "The true and the made 
are convertible [Verurrr et jm- f i i r t i  coir- 
\vr f i i r i f~ ir ] ."  hlan's works were what he 
had produced-language, poetry.  
niyrhology, culture, and civilizations. 
Such knowledge is superior to a n y  
knowledge based on observation of the 
external world. To Vico. Descartes was 
the great deceiver. 

Hcrder. born a century later. did not 
read Vico unt i l  h i s  own ideas were 
formcd. but the similarity in outlook is 
arresting. Vico attacked Descanes: Her- 
der attacked Kant .  Leibniz. Voltaire. 
proud intellectuals who stood in haughty 
judgment on "lesser" civilizations. "Our 
part of the earth should be called not the 
wisest." wrote Herder. "but thc most 
arrogant, aggressive.. ..What i t  has given 
these peoples is not civilization but the 
destruction of the rudiments of their own 
cultures wherever they could achieve 
this." Herder sensed that the line between 

tact and value. theory and practice. the 
"is" and the "ought" was very t'ine and 
that every attempt to undcrstand other 
civiliziitions leadseventually to ajusfit'ica- 
tion of a dit'frrent way of living. For in 
understanding. we give reason tor what 
peoplc do and rccognizc the coherence, 
and thereby the validity, of a given act or 
action. Herder's grand theme is the indi- 
viduality and particularity ol' a people. o f  
their poetry, institutions, languages. and 
cult ure . 

A splendid little hook. judicious in 
choice of niaterial. literate, timely. 

--Rohcrr L. IVilkivr 

The Black Male in America 
Perspectives on His Status 
' in  Contemporary Society 
ed. by Doris Y. Wilkinson 

and Ronald L. Taylor 
(Nelson-Hall; 375 pp.: $17.95/$7.95) 

In the late 1960's. as the civil rights 
movenient transformed ifsell' into t h e  
Black Powcr movemenf. there appeared 
a tlood ot' literature purporting lo ad- 
dress aspects of the black cxpsrience. 
Together with many new volumes. the 
works of' many l'orgotten or neglected 
black writers of the pasf were reissued. 
For many black and white Americans i t  
has been a literary I'easf. Complaining 
about the misconceptions that still pre- 
vail. Tho Bltrck Aldc ia Aarrricci has the 
avowed purpose ol' "offering a realistic 
and contemporary examinafion" and 
"contributing fo understanding" of the 
title subject. 

The attempt is to organize a series of 
independently authored and chronolog- 
ically diverse essays around a single 
theme i n  a way that will not be repeti- 
tious. stylistically inconsistent, or. i n  
terms of content. qualitatively dispa- 
rate. The result is a few essays of excel- 
le n I q u a I i t  y . se vera I U n me n I ion ab less 
and the balance merely mediocre. I t  is 
ironic that. in a book that aims at fusing 
various perspectives o n  the American 
black male into some hind of coherent 
and unitary whole. the most successful 
essays ("Black Fathers" and "Black 
Athletes") are precisely those that resist 
such synthesis and focus rather upon the 
black niale in all of his individualify. 
Other essays flounder in a sea of social 
science jargon of of Pan African/ 
Socialist rhetoric that provides those of 
us who remember the sixties with little 

nioru than a sense of d i j i  v u .  Terms 
such as "racist," ':capitalist." and 
"ruling class" are convenient and niay 
seen1 excifing to soi~ic rcilders. hut. as  
the present U.S. Ambassador to thc 
United Nations has discovered. wirhout 
t'ull elaborafion they add little I O  the 
lisfencr's understanding. The chapter 
o n  interracial dating and mating is espe- 
cially weak. with hcavy overlap among 
essays and much theorizing without 
supporting evidence. In particular, M s .  
Wilkinson's concluding piece in that 
section illtempts to make the case that 
black male-while feniale relationships 
are based solely on color expectations 
and anatomical considerations; such rc- - lationships, wc are told. are dcvoid ol' 
"romantic mystique" or initiafivc o n  
the part 01' Ihe black malc. It is an 
understandable point 0 1  view from the 
perspective of sonic black womcn, but. 
factually speaking. i t  is sheer nonsense. 
No doubt the editors are right in say- 

ing it  is lime tor a book o n  the African- 
American male that will put to rcst some 
of the widespread myths. niisconccp- 
lions, and stereotypes. This is not that 
book. Aside from Ihe few essays offer- 
ing the reader a glimpse into thc human- 
ness of the everyday lives of "ordinary 
folk." the book merely succeeds in 
supplanting several of the old prejudices 
with a few of its own. 

-TIrcoh rc AI . K c rr iri  1, 

The American Catholic: 
A Social Portrait 
by Andrew M. Greeley 
(Basic Books; 280 pp.; $15.00) 

Priest-sociologisf Greeley has a griev- 
ance. 3nd i t  is i n  large part justified. 
Among many Americans. especially 
among what Greeley persistcntly and 
belligerently calls "the cultural elite." 
there is a stereotype of the resentful. 
mindless. blue-collar, hard-hat Catholic 
that hardly fits thc facts. The churlish, 
sonietimes whining, sometimes dcfianf 
tone assunicd by Grecley as a victim o f  
the cultural ilitc's anti-Catholic biils 
will undoubfcdly get in  fhc wiiy of 
reaching the very pcoplc hc scts ouf to 

persuade. At thc beginning Grcelcy says 
he is going to challenge stcrcofypcs with 
facts. Affer almost three hundred pages 
we are told: "So I conclude this book on 
the same note of fu t i l i t y  with which I 



began.. ..Far be i t  for [s ic ]  me to chal- 
lenge their stereotypes." The cultural 
Clite will cling to "their nervous confi- 
dence that they do not have to qliestion 
their basic assumptions about American 
Catholics. " ' 'Nervous confidence ." or 
maybe anxious chutzpah. aptly de-  
scribes the style of The Arrrericuri 
Carbolic. Greeley's chief "finding" in 
his survey research of ten years or more 
is that Catholics. especially Irish 
Catholics, are doing very well i n  
America. I n  financial and educational 
terms Irish Catholics are ahead of 
everybody but the Jews. and most other 
Catholics are not far behind. Far from 
being reactionary hard-hats, they are 
solidly related to the Democratic Party 
and subscribe to essentially liberal no- 
tions on race relations, welfare, civil 
liberties, and  the such. 

?'he American Carbolic's argu- 
ment possesses both the strengths and 
weaknesses of statistics-obsessed sur- 
vey research. The weakness is evident. 
for'example. in  his lengthy and testy 
contention that i t  was not Vatican I I  but 
the later encyclical on birth control that 
single-handedly undermined the faith- 
ful's confidence in the Church's teach- 
ing authority. To focus so exclusively 
on respondents' objections to the encyc- 
lical, while ignoring the influence of 
new ideas of ecclesial authority and 
pluralism emerging from Vatican I I ,  
seems extraordinarily wrongheaded. 
While the main point is that Catholics 
are great American achievers. con- 
tinued "discriminations" lead Greeley 
to suggest that, almost to demand that, 
Catholics might soon join Jews, blacks, 
women, and homosexuals i n  organized 
protest against the violation of their 
rights. Despite its carping and scolding, 
despite the victory of resentment over 
good manners or grace, Greeley offers 
both data and argument that cannot 
safely be ignored in future statements 
about Catholic Americans. His conclud- 
ing chapter on "the emergence of the 
communal Catholic" is especially 
suggestive in understanding American 
pluralism as a "mosaic with permeable 
boundaries." To the extent Greeley's 
case is ignored, i t  may be i n  part because 
of "the anti-Catholic bias of the cultural 
elite." In  larger part. i t  will likely be 
because Greeley exhibits a mania for 
computer read-outs divorced from so- 
cial theory, and because he mistakenly 
thinks that being generally unpleasant is 

-a virtue. especially in an Irish Catholic. 

The Totalitarian Temptation 
by Jean-Fransois Revel 
(Doubleday; 3 I I pp.; $8.95) 

Although he considers  himself a 
Socialist. there is hardly a myth or 
argument of "the Left" that Revel does 
not assault. usually with telling effect. 
I t  is unclear what kind of Socialist Revel 
may be. Clearly he is not a hfarxist. but 
then neither is he a Socialist of religious 
or religious-utopian bent. Indeed, his 
approach is strikingly and sometimes 
stridently secularist (as readers of his 
earlier IVirhour Mur.r or Jesus well 
know). At  times his socialism seems 
summed up in a vague hope that gov- 
ernments and economies should "serve 
people"; at other times i t  is more specif- 
ically expressed a s  a "global 
socialism" that overcomes the evils of 
the nation-state. Revel is much clearer 
and stronger in saying what he is not. 
The central argument of the present 
book is that all communism is Stalinist 
and that communism is therefore the 
chief obstacle to achieving socialism 
and everything else for which decent 
men hope. Stated so baldly, the thesis 
may seem simplistic, but Revel's pre- 
sentation of it, chiefly i n  argument with 
the European Left .  is lively and 
nuanced. While he is critical of America 
on many scores, he leaves little doubt 
that. as he argued in his earlier book. 
America is the imperial center in  which 
the most hopeful revolutionary changes 
are happening, and is the place where 
the achievements of liberal democracy 
must be sustained if the whole world is 
not to succumb to "the totalitarian 
temptation." For this season and for the 
foreseeable future, this powerful and 
provocative book will be a point of 
reference in serious conversation about 
shifting political alignments i n  the West 
and in the world. 

A Rumor of War 
by Philip Caputo 
(Holt, Rinehart & Winston; 346 pp.; 
$10.00) 

Grim. Very grim. Caputo went with the 
Marine Corps to Vietnam i n  1965, 
fought for a year, was mustered out after 
having homicide charges dropped in 
connection with the deaths of two Viet- 
namese civilians. The story is about 

what i t  was like to fight in Vietnam. An 
epilogue describes Caputo's return in 
1975 as  a journalist to cover the fall of 
Saigon. But mainly it is about that year 
1965-66: the horror, the fear, the ugli- 
ness, and above all the tedium of it  all. 
The grimness is unrelieved. There are 
no particularly new insights, no refresh- 
ing angle on the war, no overriding 
"lesson of Vietnam." Just what it  was 
like to be there i n  the business of killing 
and being killed. and waiting around for 
the business to resume or finally to be 
over. Maybe there aren't going to be any 
new revelations about Vietnam, any 
explanations that make sense of the war 
at last. Caputo is right: Americans do 
want to forget that war; the very name of 
it  has become a curse word. Many who 
read A Rumor of War will have even 
stronger reason for wanting to forget. 
Others will have a new understanding of 
the wounds of those who returned from 
Vietnam physically unscathed. And 
perhaps a few will be driven to ask more 
earnestly the reasons why. 

Shattered Peace; 
The Origins of the 

Cold War and the 
National Security State 

by Daniel Yergin 
(Houghton Mifflin; 526 pp.; $15.00) 

The author is a youngish research fellow 
at the Harvard Center for International 
Affairs who has been making waves 
through his numerous quasi-popular ar- 
ticles in recent years. Shurreredfeace is 
an ambitious piece of diplomatic history 
that presents a highly nuanced version 
of the "revisionist" argument about the 
origins of the cold war. From the 
1930's, says Yergin, the U.S. had to 
choose between the "Riga axioms'' and 
the "Yalta axioms." The Riga axioms, 
worked out  by Sovietologists such as 
George Kennan. viewed the USSR as an 
implacable, ideologically committed 
state bent upon the destruction of 
capitalism and worldwide Socialist 
triumph. The Yalta axioms are, as might 
be expected. those associated w i t h  
Roosevelf's efforts to work out some 
kind of balanced great power system of 
diplomacy. Yergin's story is largely 
that of the triumph of the Riga axioms, 
culminating, he suggests. in  the Viet- 
nam war. Although Henry Kissinger is 
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not mentioned. Yergin implies approval 
of his notion of dCtente as something of 
a return to the Yalta axioms. In sub- 
stance Yergin seems sympathetic to the 
goals of Henry Wallace's 1948 presi- 
dential bid, based upon the advocacy of 
accommodation between the U.S. and 
USSR. He criticizes Wallace on several 
scores, including his ineptness in letting 
himself appear to be an apologist for 
the Russians. But  i n  t ru th  the reader 
whose introduction to cold war  politics 
is Shutrered Peace would also wonder 
what on earth the Russians had done to 
provoke the terrible animosity o f  belli- 
cose Americans. Some critics have ac- 
claimed Yergin's work as a model of 
"mature revisionism." and ttiey may be 
right. I t  deserves, and we expect i t  will 
receive, wide discussion. including 
more extended consideration in the 
pages of this journal. 

Uncertain Greatness: 
Henry Kissinger and 

by Roger Morris 
American Foreign Polk 

(Harper & Row; 322 pp.; $10.95) 

The sculpture of Kissinger photo- 
graphed on the dustjacket doesn't look 
much like Kissinger. The Kissinger de- 
scribed in the book will be recognized 
only by his most determined detractors. 
Of course everybody will recognize 
pieces of Kissinger-his intelligence, 
his vanity. his frequent contempt for the 
weak who cannot play power in the big 
league he dominates. But  Roger Morris, 
who worked very briefly for Kissinger 
on the National Security Council staff. 
attacks with such venom that he will 
almost certainly produce sympathy for 
the former secretary of state among 
fair-minded readers. Where Morris lets 
down his guard and allows that Kis- 
singer may have done some useful 
things. his analysis reflects a com- 
monplace liberalism without much crit- 
ical edge (the chief good thing, some- 
times one thinks maybe the only good 
thing. was Kissinger's "coming to 
terms with the Chinese and Russian 
revolutions"). Critically searching 
analyses of Kissinger and his stew- 
ardship of American foreign policy are 
very much needed. This is not that kind 
of analysis. 

V h y  Churches Should Not 

by Dean M. Kelley 
Pay Taxes 

(Harper & Row; 151 pp.; $6.95) 

The author renders a very important 
service in exposing a variety of miscon- 
ceptions that afflict the discussion of 
this delicate subject. Tax exemption is 
not a privilege to be granted or with- 
drawn by the state. nor is exemption 
equivalent to subsidy, nor is i t  a signifi- 
cant force behind the erosion of local tax 
bases. Kelley does not argue the reli- 
gious or theological reasons for exemp- 
tion, which of course are important to 
churches and synagogues, but rather 
makes his case on historical, legal, and 
public-interest grounds. By addressing 
himself to the general reader Kelley 
helps all Americans to understand the 
stake we have in maintaining a pluralis- 
tic and democratic society. He leaves no 
doubt that the independence of religious 
institutions is essential toward that end. 
The author is especially persuasive i n  
his critique of various governmental 
efforts to use tax exemptions as carrot 
and stick i n  trying to silence the 
churches on controversial public issues. 
The churches are far from being the only 
institutions with a direct interest in  the 
subject of this book. Foundations. 
charities of all sorts. educational and 
cultural enterprises. all are intimately 
affected by court and IRS developments 
relative to tax exemption. In short. the 
book should be welcomed by all who 
care about First Amendment rights and 
their protection. 

Rasputin: 
The Man Behind the Myth 
by Maria Rasputin 

and Patte Barham 
(Prentice-Hall; 266 pp.; $10.00) 

A completely absorbing tale. even in its 
glaring flaws. A daughter's unre- 
strained adulation of a father, the 
simplistic anticommunism, the frequent 
bypaths into mystical theory-yet these 
very excesses seem necessary to telling 
the story of a thoroughly excessive per- 
son. Rasputin occupies a secure place in 
ourcentury's gallery of villainy. I t  is not 
likely that many readers will change 
their minds and join his daughter, now 

living in California, in declaring Raspu- 
t in  a humanitarian hero and, just maybe, 
a saint.' Even less likely will they join a 
small group of Russian emigres in Paris 
who, according to Patte Barham, rever- 
enc'e him as Christ reincarnate and ven- 
erate the relic of his penis, which was 
presumably rescued from the assassina- 
tion scene in 1916. Sixty years is a long 
time for Maria Rasputin to have re- 
searched the details of her father's life 
and actions in the years before his death. 
Raspurin thus provides an extraordinary 
glimpse into the world of palace intrigue 
and humanity immediately prior to the 
revolution. The accuracy of the story 
may be beyond checking; its interest is 
undeniable. 

The Future That Doesn't 
Work: Social 
Democracy's Failures 
in Britain 

ed. by R. Emmett Tyrrell, Jr. 
(Doubleday; 208 pp.; $6.95) 

A propaganda book, but thoughtful. 
well written, and, for the most part, 
persuasive propaganda. Contributors 
include Samuel Brittan, Patrick Cos- 
grave. Leslie L e n k o w s k y ,  H a r r y  
Schwartz, James Q. Wilson, and others 
usually identified as conservative or 
"neo-conservative." Irving Kristol's 
brief concluding essay, "Socialism: 
Obituary for an Idea," is an especially 
provocative summary statement. There 
is rather more than one wants to know 
abput the ideological collapse of Brit- 
ain's Conservative Party (Cosgrave) 
and rather less than might be said ahout 
t h e  trade u n i o n s  (Peregrine Worst- 
home), but altogether [his is about as 
good a diagnosis as we are likely to get 
i n  one small book of the illnesses [hat 
have put Great Britain into competition 
with Italy for the title "sick man of 
Europe." Finally. there is a curious 
note of hopefulness i n  most of the es- 
says; an unstated suspicion that now, at 
long last. a species of madness may be 
more open to a strong dose of common 
sense. The common sense offered fre- 
quently seems somewhat simplistic, but 
there is  no doubt these writers do have 
an alternative to propose to the malaise 
afflicting Britain and, implicitly, the 
Western world. 
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Profiles in Belief: 
The Religious Bodies 

of the United States 
and Canada, Vol. I 

by Arthur Carl Piepkorn 
(Harper & Row; 374 pp.; $15.95) 

This is the first in  a seven-volume work 
that Mar t in  E. hlarty, in  the introduc- 
tion. confidently calls "a classic." The 
confidence is warranted. I t  is the mag- 
num opus of the late Arthur  Carl Piep- 
kom, a Lutheran theologian who de- 
voted years to the meticulous gathering 
and checking of information about reli- 
gious groups in North America. This 
volume treats Roman Catholic, Old 
Catholic, and Eastern Orthodox 
churches-and that, the reader quickly 
discovers, means literally hundreds of 
small and large communions ranging 
from the well-known to the esoteric and 
bizarre. While the focus is, as the title 
suggests. on belief, Piepkorn includes 
relevant information about organiza- 
tion, membership, and history. SUC- 
ceeding volumes will treat Protestant 
Denominations, Holiness and Pentecos- 
tal Bodies. Fundamental and Indepen- 
dent Bodies. Metaphysical Bodies. 
Judaism, and Oriental, Humanist, and 
Unclassified Bodies. Profikiles in Belief 
will certainly be 3 basic reference work 
in any library of consequence. 

Correspondence (from p .  2) 

comparable. Some of us believe that this 
will continue to bring lively debate and 
new support to the World Student Chris- 
tian Federation. 

The Rev. Dr. Ted Fritschel 
The Rev. Louis A. Smith 
The Rev. Albert R. Ahlstrom 

Tlie wrirers are Licrlierori Coriipirs 
Pastors in Horiolitlu. Hawnii .  Earl 
Claire.  Wisconsiri. arid a1 Colirrirbin 
Uriirersil!. New York. respectirel!. 

Richard John Ncuhiius Reaponds: 

First. thc article waa chiefly about the 
World Council 0 1  Churches (WCC) and 
only incidentally about the World Stu- 
dent Christian Fcderation (WSCF). In 
agreement w i t h  Ahlstroiii et al. .  the 
article niade clear that these are two 
very different creatures. although they 
are suffering a similar erosion of credi- 
bility tor largely similar reasons. Sec- 
ond. the ankle said nothing about a 
"conspiracy theory" or "conspiracy of 
silence" with respect to WSCF. al- 
though whether such a theory is "new or 
original" would have nothing todo with 
whether or not i t  is true. To be sure. 
WSCF publishes regularly. but who 
reads the stuff? As far as I can discover. 
in North America no more than  a few 
hundred people stay marginally in touch 
with the WSCF and its materials. and 
most of them are in ol'ficial positions of 
the ecumenical establishment and are 
thus required to maintain the bureau- 
cratic contact. I don't see that i t  matters 
to whom Dr. Carino wrote his letter. I t  
was accurately quoted in the article. and 
its message is deeply troubling. To say 
tha t  "hlarxistlSocialist analysis in-  
forms the thinking of most of the top 
WSCF IeaderShip" is a delicacy at the 
edge of deceit-although unintentional 
on the part of the letter-writers. I am 
sure. As quoted in my article. Carino 
puts the question more forthrightly: "Is 
Marxism-Leninism simply the instru- 
ment of political analysis. or has i t  
become ... a crced to which everyone is 
called to adhere. and which is the tacit 
basis of the work of the Federation?" 
He leaves little doubt that he has been 
forced reluctantly to the conclusion that 
i t  is, or is fast becoming, the second. 

But above a11 I wish to support 
wholeheartedly the writers' contention 
that the chief failure has been with 
North American church executives. 
They have not had the interest or the 
courage to communicate to their con- 
stituencies what is happening in the 
WSCF and other agencies. Especially is 
this true of the WCC. where North 
Americans and others who know better 
"go along" with outrageous posturings 
in order not to jeopardize the i r  "iden- 
tification" w i t h  the presumed 
radicalism of the Third World. or sim- 
ply because they think that what the 
WCC says and does isn't all that impor- 
tant. As a result, of course. these agen- 
cies become less important than they 

already are to North Aiiicricxii church 
members. 

Church leaders w i t h  whoiii I 
have spoken agree that probably no 
more than IO per cent of the people in 
member churches here have any  niore 
than a vague awareness ol' the existence 
of the WCC. Of that more knowledge- 
able I O  per cent, a niajority likely views 
the WCC negatively. Ol'the commitedly 
Christian students on North American 
campuses. i t  seems certain that  only a 
very small fraction ol' I psr  cent even 
knows there is a WSCF. And that is a 
great shame. for we desperately need 
agencies that bring Christians together 
across national and cultural lines to 
celebrate and advance the mission of the 
One Church. The letter-writers are more 
confident than other informedobservers 
that the WSCF could once again be that 
kind of agency. I hope they are right, but 
the evidence suggests that students who 
really care about transnational Christian 
sharing are not and will not be looking to 
the WSCF. 

"The Same Old 
Illusions"? 

To the Editors: At the end of my article 
on "Morality, Law. and the New World 
Order" (Worldview, September) I con- 
cluded that "the United States is 
charged by the elementary logic of the 
present world situation with pursuing in 
good faith, assiduously and generously, 
its professed national purpose of con- 
tributing toward the construction of a 
viable internationalism. That way lies 
international morality." Professor Paul 
Ramsey, in  his Response i n  the same 
issue, takes exception. saying that i t  
would be a mistake to take my statemeni 
as "a signpost pointing toward an 
adequate public philosophy for world 
order in  our time." We have in my 
article. he says, "the same old illusions, 
the same escalation of political expecia- 
tions, the same reach beyond grasp that 
Browning used to justify heaven." 

The purpose of my short ariicle was 
not quite as comprehensive a s  
suggested; 1 simply set forth some gen- 
eral arguments regarding the present 


