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lciii of affiriiiing a higher reality. the 
transcendence o f  God. at the sanic time 
one renews the coniniitnient to engage 
i n  piliticiil strugglc-to sfiy No to the 
world in the scnsc that i t  inevitably l'alls 
short o f  the realization of the Kingdom 
and at the w i i c  tiiiic say Yes to the world 
in the scnsc of waging a continual struggle 
to rcducc this gap; or, as the title of the 
book o n  the Hartford Appeal puts i t .  to bc 

Thc csaiiiplc ol' The Hartford Appeal 
suggcsts that the secular and thc sacred. 
the niatcrial and thc spiritual. are not 

A,~lrirr.\r r lr l~ HJfif1flJ)r / / I t ,  i ~ ' 0 I ~ l t l .  

united by obscuring their differences 
but by relating them i n  a creative dialec- 
tical rclationship. The attempt to re- 
iiiovc oncsclt' froiii this polarity. as Al-  
bancsc tries IO do. only drains its teriiis 
o f  meaning: i t  contributes to a confusion 
of language in which the prospect of a 
c o 111 111 0 n h o r i  zo n of con sc io u s n e s s 
grows ever  dinimcr and i n  which 
"Things full apart: the centre cannot 
hold; mere anarchy is loosed upon the 
world." Only when a fixed center has 
been found can 3 common horizon be 
drawn. 

The Fabians 
by Norman and Jeanne MacKenzie 
(Siiiion and Schuwr: 4 6  pp.: $12.95) 

A .. Janies Mc Adanis 

Thc history ol' iiicidcrii England is virtu- 
:illy iiicciiiiprchcnsihlc \ v i i h o u i  consid- 
criiiion o f  the Fiihiiin Socicty. The soci- 
cty 's  iiiarl, has provcn t ru ly  indelible. 
British socialisiii. the Labor party. and 
current social dcniocracy a11 bear its 
iiiiprcssion. Since its founding i n  1884 
ihc club provided Britain with some o f  
its n i i A  distinguished leaders. Institu- 
tions like the society's own London 
School of Ectinoniics and Political Sci- 
cncc still serve Fabian ideals and priici- 
plcs. Extant puhlica~ions.'libc the Nuti, 

S r t r r c ~ . s r ~ i ~ r r r  afford a lasting record of thc 
group's accoiiiplishnicn~: a record coni- 
plciiicnting such social scicntific clas- 
sics a s  the worhs o f  Sidney and Beatrice 
Wchb and the literary genius of George 
Bernard Shaw and H .  G .  W c l l s .  Now. 
with thc; rclcasc o f  Tlrc F~rhicrtrs. w e  
have Nir i i i i an  and Jeanne hlacKcnzie to 
t h a n k  foi providing us with an authnrita- 
iivc and extraordinarily readable ac- 
count of Fahian intcllcctual history. and 
hcncc for guaranteeing that the iiicniory 
of the society will he furthered and 
cnrichcd. 

Named aftcr an obscure Ronian gcn- 
era1 noted for both forthrightness and 
prudence. the Fabian Socicty w a s  or- 
ganized as a hybrid bciwccn a debating 
club and an activist cell. Its iiiciiibcrship 
w a s  highly hetcrogcncous, with simple 
humanists. utopian Socialists. revi- 
sionist Marxists. panthcists. anarchists. 
and acsthctcs all taking part and a11 

I 

united by an undogmatic coniniitnient to 
human happiness and social betterment. 
To, the cxient the club did work for 
positive social change, its policies were 
decidedly gradual i s t ,  its reforms 
idcalistic yet largely piecenical. I f  the 
Fabians didn't invent a politics of in- 
cremental, hunianistic rcforni. they cer- 
tainly cpitoniizcd i t ,  a n d ,  as thc hlac- 
Kenzics ciiiphasizc. the society's dis- 
tinctive lack of orthodosy workcd in its 
favor. facilitating its "perincation" (to 
use Shaw's term) of social strata and 
allowing its members IO mingle freely 
with Liberals. Laborites, and Tories 
alike. 

But Tlrc Ftrhiirtrs is more than history 
of a particular association. I t  is a casc- 
by-case analysis of the remarkable indi- 
viduals who made up the society- 
Annie Besant, Bertrand Russell, Syd- 
ney Olivier. Edward Pease. Ranisay 
hlacDonald. and Hubert Bland. as well  
as Shaw. Wells, and the Webbs-for 
i t  was on the charisma and unique vi- 
tality of these persondities that the 
lifc and death of the organization rested. ' 
What is striking about the society is thct 
fact that i t  could count s o  iiiany rarc' 
individuals among iis nunihcrs. Its kcy 
figures were a11 cnoriiiously talented. 
Like intellcctuals today.  niost led mate- 
rially conifortable lives; some were 
quite \vell-off indeed. But many of the 
early Fabians were also young and un-  
sure of what they really believed. Their 

day-to-day experience was gcnerdlly 
unconiplicated and predictable. and 
hence dreary and unsatisfying. I n  this 
light, i t  is hardly surprihing that they 
sought personal identity i n  the Fabian 
niovement. for the society provided a 
iiiuch-needed outlet for elnotions and 
talents. an organized sense of moral 
purpose and direction. and a ready av- 
enue for an education i n  politics and 
social action. 

Like many intellectual types. the Fa- 
bians were also incorrigible Clitists. 
They had little immediate contact with 
the working .class whose rights they 
supposedly championed. and i t  is doubt- 
f u l  they would have wholeheartedly 
welconied such a tie. When i t  came to 
social change. they, much like Shaw's. 
"unsocial socialist" and Stritrr Jocrir. 
found it  considerahlg more realistic 10 

rely on the superior intelligence and 
skills of an "elect" than on the spon- 
taneity of mass action. This gave them a 
clear tactical advantage over those of 
Marxist bent, who might wait forever 
for the proletariat to rouse itself. This 
elitist tenor may also explain why so 
many of the Fabians subscribed to such 
curious political doctrines at the ends of 
their careers. While traveling i n  the 
Soviet Union, the Webbs discovered a 
future that worked. a "new religious 
order,: even though they were well  
aware of the enormities of Stalinist ter- 
ror. Shaw shared similar sentinienis and 
also expressed a fascination with Italian 
fascism, finding its elitist orientation 
vastly supcrior to liberal democracy's 
politics of accommodation. 

The MacKenzies are not blind to the 
personal shortcomings of the Fabian 
ilitc. Aniong such unique types. cgos 
were bound to clash. Wells. to cite one 
case. practically split the bociety apart 
at tinics; his passionate self-certainty 
and Messianic fervor drove him into 
repeated contlict wiih his coiiirades. 
The Fabians also displaycd some of the 
most striking of eccentriciiies. ranging 
from the comic to the pathctic. Shaw. 
for cxample. oscillated from an occa- 
sional flirtation with misogyny to in- 
nuiiicrahlc ininages i trois. In  contrast. 
such passion \vould havc bccn an cxccp- 
tional thing i n  the \Vcbhs' relationship. 
Shortly bcforc their wedding. Beatrice 
returned Sidney's photograph with the 
telling remark: "Let me have your head 
only-it is the head only that I am 
marrying." Happily. more was to come 
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of their marriage than the reniark 

One may.  as  many do,  debate whether 
the Fabians made England a better place 
to live in ,  but they undeniably made its 
history richer. The hlacKenzirs con- 
tribute to that history i n  a fashion both 
scholarly and lucid, preserving the rec- 
ord of one of the niost important and 
colorful intellectual currents of modern 

/ times. 
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Briefly Noted 

Gates of Eden: American 
Culture in the Sixties 

. by Morris Dickstein 
(Basic Books: 193 pp.; $ 1  1.95) 

Giirvs oj' Etlivr is perhaps the niost 
anibitious aswssnient of the cultural life 
ol' the prcvious decade not written 
cntircly as a brief for the defense. Born 
in 1930, Morris Dickstein considers 
himself a child of the Fifties. when he 
inihibcd the ideals of complexity and 
ambiguity before they were to be testcd 
in  the academy and in the streets. This is 
a hybrid book. at once chatty and 
pretentious. grandiose and highly 
personal. Dickstein claims that i t  could 
not have been written un t i l  the Sixties 
spurned the notion of objectivity. 

The cast o f  characters, apart from the 
aurhor himself. i s  reassuringly familiar. 
The intellectual deniiurges of historical 

change: Ginsberg. Norman 0. Brown. 
Paul  Goodman.  Herbert Marcuse,  
Norman blailer, C. Wrighi hlills. The 
rock groups: The Beatles. the Rolling 
Stones. The Band. The blacks: Janies 
Baldwin.  Malcolm X. Eldridge 
Cleaver, Ishmael Reed. The black 
h u mor i st s a nd ex per i r m  n I a I w r i t e rs : 
John Barth. Donald Bartheline. Joseph 
Hel ler .  Kurt Vonnegut .  Thomas  
Pynchon. The journalists: Tom Wolfe, 
Hunter Thompson,  the ubiquitous 
Mailer (but not. oddly enough. I.F. 
Stone). By the Seventies. he writes. 
"the times have gone from bad to 
worse"; but the legacy of the political 
and cultural protest of the Sixties 
re mains ' ' pe rni one n t I y av a i I a ble . * ' 

The nine chapters are brisk and 
pungent. but they do  not add up to a 
coherent view of the period. Essentially 
a collection of essays, Gnirs oj' E h i  

does not form a sustained argument and 
shows no conceptual command over its 
disparate material. Not even the title. 
which is also that of a Dylan song. 
seems worth the bother of explaining. 
The utopia-n impulses of the radical 
young b e c y e  dissipated by the end of 
the Sixties. i t  is apparent. But Dickstein 
never pauses to examine how or why 
those gates of Eden became shut, or who 
shut them, or what-beyond metaphor 
-Eden was supposed to have consisted 
of anyway. 

What really happened in the Sixties, 
Dickstein claims. is as discernible in the 
Berkclcx Bizrb as i n  the Neil-  York Tirrrcs; 
and Dickstein i s  fond of criticizing the 
criticism that older intellectuals di- 
rected at the new sensibility. The 
"usual amiable obtuseness" of Dwight 
Macdonald. the failure of Philip Rahv to 
find a capacious hunian dimension i n  
experimental fiction. Irving Howe's 
distaste for the Paradisc'Now nicntality 
of the young radicals-all conic under 
a t tack.  But i n  Dickstein 's  own 
judgments of the art and style of the 
period he soiiietinies invokes similar 
standards against the excesses of the 
Sixties. Apparently without realizing i t .  
the author discovers thc satiie l i n i i -  
rations to Adaniic innocence. the same 
illusions. 

The rcsult is a laiiic conclusion. 
which  can he quoted as an egregious 
esaniplc of the author as thinker: "If it's 
not the book I might have drcanicd of 
writing, i t 'sat  least the one I've actually 
writtcn." No argument there. Though 
served up with vibrancy and with sonie 

piquant local insights. Gii/i>s of E h r  
finally d ies ,  like Susan i n  E . L .  
Doctorow's Book of Dnrrirl. "of a fail- 
ure of analysis." 

S l c ~ p l i i v r  J .  Ii'lii~ii~ltl 

G.K. Chesterton: 
Radical Populist 
by Margaret Canovan 
(Harcourt Brace Jovanovich: 175 pp.; 
$10.95) 

Chesterton. who died in 1936 and is 
probably hest known today for his 
Father Brown detective stories, was a 
man of infuriatingly complex parts. AI- 
though his writings on sundry topics 
were enormously popular, Chestcrton 
did not fare well with the intellectual 
establishnients of his time. and has no t  
done much better since. He was and is 
accused of anti-intellectualisni. anti- 
Semitism. fascism, and general rowdi- 
ness. Margaret Canovan. the English 
political theorist. last graced us with 
Tire Poliricol Tl ioi~gl i i  ojHirririiilr Arrrrilr 
(reviewed in Worldview in  December, 
I971), and now comes to the defense of 
"G.K." Hercase isalways engaging (it 
is hard not to be when under the influ- 
ence of Chesterton), usually persuasive, 
and. on the critical points, convincing. 
The trouble with Chesterton, says she. 
is that he was a populist who was incor- 
rigibly respectful of the common nian. 
Inevitably, this put him at swords poini 
both with the Tory reactionaries and 
with the Liberal and Socialist refomi- 
ers. The former thought the poor emi- 
nently deserving of their unhappy 101. 

while the latter's contempt for their 
lessers took the form of wanting io uplift 
the masses forcibly through social plan- 
ning. I n  the contest hctwecn "beer and 
liberty versus soap and socialism." 
Chesterton was unquestionably o n  thc 
side of beer and liberty. Professor 
Canovan's interest i n  Chesterton is 
niore than personal. She ainis at some- 
thing niore than rehabilitating thc rcpu- 
tation of a nian unfairly pilloried. al- 
though that too is her purpose. Slic 
corrccily underscores ihc importance o f  
Chesterton in illuniinating present con- 
fusions in England iInd Aiiicrica iihout 
what i t  might niean to he radically con- 
cerned for ordinary people who arc reg- 
ularly duniped upon by hoth their pro- 
fessed enciiiies and their lefiist allies. 
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A History of the 
Jewish People 

ed. by H.H.  Ben-Sasson 
(Har ta rd :  I17 pp. :  5-10.00) 

iiiiirhcd throughoui h! sound judgiiiciit. 
.judicious scliolarahip. diadain Tor ir- 
rclcviint triviii. and avoidanc.c 01' idcol- 
( I C \ .  - ,  1 1  ih  ;iIs(i c;trcl'uII! cdiicd.  

l 'hc  hulk ( 1 1 '  ihc hool, (appro.\iiii;itcl! 
iw)-tl i ir i l \)  l';ills. ;is ii should. oii the 
iiitirc rcccii i  h i s to ry :  tha t  is. the 
iiicdicval and niodcrn periods. which 
;ire of part icular inicrcst to Wc\tcrn 
Engli\h-spcakiiig readers. But thc ;in- 
cicnt hihior) ( i n  Christian icrnis. the 
"hihlical hi\ior! ." ihc period (;I the 
Sccond Teniple. and  the era of the 
hli:,hiidii and Talmud)  arc given ihor- 
ough ircatnicni. The  editor-himself a 
iiicdicv~ilist-\\,r(~tc ihc long section on 
iiicdicval Jewr! . ;ind i t  is superior.  Page 
after page provide5 inl'orniaiion. cita- 
t i o n \  ol' sourcca. dcwripiion 01' events 
[hut  a r c  siiiipl! u n k n o w n  io niosi 
iiicclicval h i w r i i "  The account 01' the 
niodcrn period. ivriticn h j  S. Eitingcr. 
is cquall! illuiiiinaiing cspcciall! I'or his 
disccriiiiig a i d  levelheaded cliscu4sioii 
ol' the hachgrciund ol' iiioilcrn Jewish 
histor!. csptcial l !  in ihc ninctccnih ct'ii- 

tur! . and hi\ organizatioii (it' the coni -  
pic\ events 01' ihc t\r.ciiiicih cuniur!. 
Originall! puhlishcd in Hebrew i n  
IYhY. the worh i h  ahl! traiislatcd i n t o  

Criminal Russia: A Study of 
Crime in the Soviet' Union 

by Valery Chalidze 
(Randoiii Houw:  2-10 pp.: 510.00) 

Hooliganisni. thicvc\'  societies of the 
n i ne t cc  n I h a n d t w e  n I i  e I h cent u r i e s , 
sicaling socialized property. sodomy. 
ahorlion. and indulgcncca in cconoinic 
l'rcc cnicrpriae arc atiiong ihe subjects 
covered. Except I'or those who still 
ihinh the Soviet Union haa "solvcd" 
\ on ie  of t h e  p rob lcn i s  p l a g u i n g  
capitalisi aocietics in decay. few readcrh 
will he wrpr iscd  by Chalidzc's  inl'ornia- 
tion. 'Although holding ihc reader 's  at-  
teniion most ot' the time. the organiza- 
lion of the book seems disjointed ai 
points. The  heat and grislicst sections 
tor  ihc hloody minded h a w  io do wiih 
Russian cr ini inul  tradiiions i l ia r  go back 
far hcforc the Rcvolution and show 
every sign ol' thriving today as the 
Soviet Union continue3 iis irudgc to- 
ward the worhcr 's  p i rad ise .  

The Last Kaiser 
by Tyler Whittle 
( N e w  York T imes  Boohs; 366 pp.: 
s 15.00) 



Truthfulness and Tragedy 
by Stanley Hauerwas 
(LJriivcrhii> ol' Nolrc Daiiic: 264 pp.;  
s I 2.95lS4.YS ) 
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