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PLANS DISRUPTED BY PEACE. Anwar Sadat is 
not the only one who came up with some surprising 
peace proposals in recent weeks. Admittedly, his 
seem a good deal more reliable than Ian Smith’s 
final acceptance of the one-man-one-vote principle 
in the future governance of Rhodesia (Zimbabwe). 
But in both cases US. policymakers were taken by 
surprise and came close to grumbling in public about 
meddlers who will not leave bad enough alone. With 
respect to the Middle East, Washington did pull itself 
around to support of Sadat, finally recognizing that a 
totally representative conference at Geneva is not 
necessarily the only or the best way of securing 
peace in that part of the world. 

Grumbling continues, however, about the disrup- 
tive prospect of peace in Zimbabwe. The British and 
Americans had come up with this neat plan, carefully 
coordinated with the most relevant African states. 
Key to the plan was the Patriotic Front, headed by 
guerrilla leaders Jo,shua Nkomo and Robert 
Mugabe, neither of whom, according to all reports, 
have much support among blacks in Zimbabwe. As 
of this writing, the very popular Methodist Bishop 
Abel Muzorewa is in fact negotiating with Smith, 
much to the consternation of the Patriotic Front and 
others who think revolutionary legitimacy must be 
properly blooded. It is possible that Smith would not 
have moved as much as he has without the pressure 
of guerrilla violence. Now that a settlement may be 
possible without escalated warfare, however, it is 
imperative that the U.S. clearly support that possibil- 
ity. Majority government under a democratically 
elected leader such as Bishop Muzorewa would 
meet every reasonable criterion of justice in Zim- 
babwe. In deriding Muzorewa, whom we know to be 
a man of remarkable courage and common sense, 
Nkomo and others are not concerned for justice but 
for their own power in a future government. Ameri- 
can and British policy should not be party to their 
games aimed at destroying the negotiations and at 
expanding racial warfare in Southern Africa. 

TROUBLEMAKING UNALLOYED. Somalia was 
for a time the Soviet Union’s crucial “toe hold” in 
Africa. Then the Somalis cooled to the Russians and 
went to war with Ethiopia, one of the world’s delights 
for bloodthirsty anarchists. The Russians promptly 
switched sides and are now providing massive mili- 
tary aid to Ethiopia. Talk about knee-jerk cold 
warism! And wherever in Africa the Russian bear 
goes, the little Cuban mercenaries come trailing 
after. Obedient to their humiliating role as Russian 
surrogates, the Cuban “advisors” are now actively 

supporting “progressive forces” in Ethiopia’s 
“struggle against imperialist expansionism.” 

After being widely misunderstood on this score 
some months ago, Andrew Young spoke out again 
last month on the Cuban presence in Africa. “We call 
on the Soviet Union and Cuba to assist Africans in 
the task of nation-building rather than contributing to 
the escalation of death and destruction,” Mr. Young 
declared at the U.N. Later, at the Harvard Club, the 
ambassador suggested it is time to question what 
the Cubans are doing in Ethiopia, Guinea, Uganda, 
and other places “where their military role seems to 
be to support a repressive regime that maintains 
power by killing off the opposition.” And of course 
both Russian and Cuban spokesmen have con- 
demned “the loathsome deal” that Bishop 
Muzorewa may be negotiating with Ian Smith. In 
their enthusiasm for conflict by anyone against 
anyone (as long as it is far from home), and in their 
distress over missed opportunities for further vio- 
lence, the Russians and their friends are increas- 
ingly beginning to lock like the slick-whiskered vil- 
lain of old-time movies who gave currency to the 
curse, “Drat, foiled again!” 

SECULAR AFRICA. Jean-Bedel Bokassa spent 
an estimated $30 million to stage the spectacle of 
his self-anointment as emperor of the miserably 
poor Central African Empire. Despite appropriate 
Masses in the cathedral there were obvious sec- 
ularizing undertones. Bokassa read an oath “before 
my people and before history,” not before God. Yet 
more winsomely he declared himself the world’s first 
“Socialist emperor,” and, whatever that may mean, 
he will not likely be disputed on the claim. Pope Paul 
was invited to do the honors but was otherwise 
engaged. He did send a message, however, praying 
“for our dear people of Central Africa.” Amen to that. 

WHEN MAGICS FAIL. There was a time when 
others lusted for the panache of professionalism, 
even the magical feel, associated with the medical 
doctor. No longer, apparently. George Stephens, 
Connecticut State Forester, has decided that the 
term “tree surgeon” is outdated. At least in Connec- 
ticut they will now be called “arborists.” Mr. 
Stephens says arborists do much more than cut off 
limbs. They fill cavities, for example, but are not 
called “tree dentists.” One shouldn’t make too much 
of it, but there is probably something here revealing 
of the ebb and flow of prestige and potencies in 
American culture. 



JUDGES, SCHOOL PRINCIPLES, AND HOUS- 
ING INSPECTORS. I Raoul Berger's provocative 
Government by Judiciary argues that the political 
process is being preempted by a court that has no 
decent respect for its limits. Last month the New 
York State Supreme Court ordered the posh subur- 
ban town of Chappaqua to build 3,500 multiunit 
dwellings in the next ten years. As one citizen 
complained, this would double the size of the town 
and "encapsulate 40 years of orderly growth into 10 
years." Said another: "It means movies and Mac- 
Donald's and things like that .... This is a suburb, 
someplace quiet, someplace rural. I want it to stay 
like that." Staying like that is apparently a crime now 
because, says the court, staying like that denies the 
housing needs of the surrounding areas. Economic 
advancement and the choices it has historically 
made possible, also for the aspiring poor, have run 
afoul of a perverse egalitarianism backed by. the 
force of law. What with administering school de- 
segregation programs and programs for urban and 
suburban renewal our judges are sorely burdened. 
One judge of our acquaintance lives in a fourteen- 
room house on Long Island and probably needs the 
solitude to think through his many problems. Unfor- 
tunately, we know some poor families in Brooklyn 
whose housing needs he is denying, so we trust he 
is getting ready for company. 

AW, SHUCKS DEPT. Readers have pointed out 
that the Sadat trip was preceded by the unprece- 
dented exchange between Egyptian Ambassador 
Ashraf Ghorbal and Israeli Ambassador Simcha 
Dinitz in the interviews conducted by Worldview 
editor Mark Bruzonsky (July-August, 1977). The 
editors don't want to decline any deserved kudos, 
but they really think Sadat got the idea on his own, 
perhaps with the assist of divine inspiration. They 
are not saying he was completely unaware of the 
Worldview pathbreaking, mind you. 

COMMON FAITH. On a more serious note, and 
tieing into Peter Berger's observation in this issue, 
President Carter was asked in a December inter- 
view whether he believed that history was influ- 
enced by religion. "Without an instant's hesitation" 
he replied: "Yes, I went to my own church early that 
morning [when Sadat was in Jerusalem] and for the 
first time here gave a public prayer, although that is a 
common thing in Plains, Georg iaJ  have found that 
one of the common things that Begin a_nd Sadat and I 
share is a deep religious conviction .... l think the fact 
that we worship the same God and are bound by 
basically the same moral principles is a possible 
source for resolution of differences. I was always 
convinced that if Sadat and Begin could get to- 
gether, they would be bound by that common be- 
lief." The interview was conducted by the New York 
Times's James Reston. In the same week, but in 
connection with quota systems, the Times 
editorialized that religion is a "private" matter and is 
"irrelevant" to public issues (December 11). Tell 
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that to Carter, or to Sadat, or to Begin, or, for that 
matter, to the great majority of Christians, Muslims, 
and Jews in the world today. 

TO SAVE A LIFE. In Thailand they are pushing 
"the boat people" back out to sea. In Australia, that 
land of convict immigrants and British decency, the 
labor unions are urging a similar response to "the 
yellow tide" of illegal immigration. (To date the tide 
amounts to 565 people in a country of 14 million.) 
Last year the U.S. Government permitted an addi- 
tional 15,000 ' lndochinese refugees and is now 
raising the limit to include another 7,000. Almost all 
the resettlement is being handled by church-related 
refugee agencies. Some churches have urged the 
U.S. Government to remove the ceiling on In- 
dochinese immigration altogether and have prom- 
ised to accept responsibility for resettling everyone 
admitted. It is a proposal deserving of warm support. 
Seldom in the average person's life is there an 
opportunity literally to rescue another life from 
death. This is precisely such an opportunity for local 
churches and other groups. To help resettle even 
one person is to open a space in the immigration 
camps to someone who might otherwise be shoved 
back out to sea. To save a life contact your denomi- 
national offices or  the U.S. Immigration Sbrvice. 

Abraham Martin Murray is the collective name of those 
who contribute to "A View of the World." The opinions 
expressed sometimes coincide with those of the editors. 

Chomsky & Cambodia 

Back in the June, 1977, issue "QuotelUnquote" 
carried an excerpt from Jean Lacouture's review of 
Franqois Ponchaud's Cambodge Ann6e Z6ro. 
Lacouture's review had appeared in the New York 
Review of Books (March 31) and painted a very 
somber portrait of life in Cambodia today. Professor 
Noam Chomsky of MIT wrote to us, pointing out in 
great detail alleged inaccuracies in the Lacouture 
review. He thought it a great shame that Lacouture's 
review had received so much more attention than 
the Ponchaud book itself, which, says Chomsky, "is 
serious and worth reading, as distinct from much of 
the commentary it has elicited." (Some of- Chom- 
sky's critique of Lacouture appeared also in The 
Nation, June 25.) 

We hurried out to get a'copy of the Ponchaud book 
(which has not yet appeared in English) and 
checked into Chomsky's allegations. He is right; at a 
number of crucial points Lacouture misquoted Pon- 
chaud (Lacouture has admitted to some of his errors 
in the May 26, 1977, issue.of New York Review of 
Books). Unlike Professor Chomsky, we don't think 
this instance of Lacouture's journalistic careless- 
ness has much betwing on how one views the sorry 
state of Cambodia today, .but in the interest of 
accuracy we are grateful to Professor Chomsky for 
bringing it to our attention.-The Editors 


