
[ions. I t  is n o  secret that cvcry aspect of 
the peoples' lives is regulated by a t iny  
?roup of' iiicn-soiiic ol' thcni "brilliant 
a nd iv i t t y ' .--who I ran s ni i t ordc rs 
(which cannot be qucstioncd) down- 
ward through a iiiassivc and intricate 
hurcaucracy that has iiiorc gradations 
than that  ol'thc Kuoinintang. and. Lcys 
adds. is hy nature of the system dull. 
dogmatic. mediocre. arrogant. neurot- 
ic. I'rozcn i n  cont'orniisiii. and IcrriI'icd 
ot' initiative. 

But what Lcys secs as the grtycst 
tragedy l'or China is Peking's unceasing 
attack on the Chinese niind and spirit. 
No ruler of our tiiiic has sccn as clearly 
as hlao the valuc to dictatorship of total 
nianipulation of' the niind. or worked as 
cleverly and assiduously to achieve i t .  
Lcys rightly points out that Mao set thc 
coursc lor the castration of the intel- 
I i gc n t si a- \v r i t e r s .  a r t i st s . I e ac h e rs . 
and so on-in Yenan i n  1932. when he 
said in a speech. since then yearly 
acclaiiiicd. that their solc function was 
to he propagandists for the regime. 
W h a t  this thesis-containing the corol- 
lary that intcllcctuals were a pernia- 
ncntly suspect class requiring continu- 
o us a nd h u ni  i I i at in g * * rem ou Id in  g ' '- 
did not acconiplish in thc great "right- 
ist" purgc of 1957 was achieved in the 
Cultural Revolution and the tragic years 
following i t .  when Mao had turned over 
the entire field of culture to his wife and 
the three collaborators. now the "Gang 
of Four." Lcys quotes a remark of hlao 
Tse-tung's during the Cultural Revolu- 
tion about Ch'in Shih Huang Ti. the 
cnipcror the Chinese have praised 
through the centuries for unifying China 
and have villificd for ordering the burn- 
ing of  a11 but a sniall category of books 
a d  f o r  persecuring scholars. "And 
what is s o  rcniarkable about Ch'in Shih 
Huang Ti?" h,lao reputedly asked. "He 
executed 460 scholars. W e .  we exc- 
cutcd 36.000 of thcni." 

N o t  contcnt with the "nearcxtinc~ion 
0 1  Chinese intellectuals as such." Lcys 
points out. the Communists have dc- 
srroyed the culture of the past without 
putting anything of value i n  its placc. 
They have uglified. materially and 
spiritually. Peking (once. for this re- 
vicwcr. the world's most civilized city). 
Ancient artifacts arc exhibited over 
China solely for the Marxist-Maoist 
labels accompanying them. For .a de- 
cade Peking substituted half a dozen 
incredibly bad propaganda "master- 
pieces" by Chiang Ching (who was 

appointed cultural czarina by Mao h in i -  
sclr in  1963 but w h o  is now called a 
"white witch" renegade) for the entire 
great heritage o f  Chinese opera. an art 
foriii lovcd equally by literate and illit- 
crate because i t  passed down through 
gcncrations Chinese history and values. 

hlao and his collaborators. Siiiion 
Lcys believes. haw "deliberately crc- 
tinized.. one ofthc world's most intcIIi- 
gent pcoplc by "ancsthctizing thcir crit- 
ical inielligcnce. purging their brain and 
injecting the cenicnt of official ideology 
into the empty skull." Through every 
waking hour. pursuing cvery Chincsc to 
frontier. field, o r  privy. Pcking speaks 
in  one repctitive voice, using what Or- 
wcll  so rightly feared: a "mechanical 
and prcfabricatcd jargon that is a suhsti- 
lute for thought ... indeed. inhibits the 
possibility of thinking."Thisjargon. as 
Orwell pointed out. substitutes the gen- 
eral for the specific. so that any group in 
power can twist and manipulate words 
and slogans at will to serve any purpose. 

As Leys notes. in China the word 
* ' revol ut i o n '  ' or  ' 'revol u t ionary ' ' 
means simply and solely what has been 
approved by the regime in power. Indi- 
vidual human beings have been made 
facclcss by calling them "the masses": 
the "niassesdemand" is simply another 
order from Peking. "Grasp revolution 
and promote production" is sometimes 
an ordcr to produce more and sonie- 
times. as the last four or five years 
illustrate. to produce less. The admoni- 
tion 11) be "Rcd and expert" has suf- 
lered the same changcs in interpreta- 
tion. The Great Proletarian Cultural 
Revolution was the Communists '  

greatest battle against "culture." and 
Peking has piled tragedy on tragedy by 
making "the masses" describe i t  as 
"glorious" to this very day. Books. 
paintings. and plays that are "flowers" 
today art' "big dangerous weeds" to- 
morrow. "Strengthen the dictatorship 
o f  the proletariat" is quite simply 
strengthening the dictatorial powers of' 
the Party. "Following the capitalist 
road" is a deadly label useful to any 
group fighting another, as both the Cul- 
tural Revolution and the years after i t  
amply illustrate. 

"Beat the dog that is drowning i n  the 
water." This instruction on how to deal 
with the bourgeoisie comes from Lu 
Hsun. a revolutionary writer i n  the early 
years of this century. He would cer- 
tainly have been executed or incarccr- 
aied by hlao had he been alive in 1957.. 
He is sanctified by Peking because he is 
dead and can be safely edited. 

Leys reminds u s  of Lu Hsun's retort 
to Benrand Russell's remark that. when, 
in 1920. the Chinese "coolies" who 
bore him and other members of h i s  party 
i n  sedan chairs over the hills at 
Hangchow paused for a rest. they 
"brought out their pipes and began to 
laugh as though they had not a care in 
the world." Lu Hsun replied: "As for 
Russell, who praises the Chincse after 
seeing smiling porters at the Western 
Lake. I do not know exactly what he is 
driving at. I do know one thing: i f  the 
portcrs had been able I W I  to smile at 
those whom thcy had carried. China 
would have long since been out of its 
prcsent rut." 

Cultural Comparisons Transatlantic Patterns: 
of England With America 

by Martin Green 
(Basic Books; 298 pp.: $ I  I .95) 

Robert A. Greenberg 

Martin Green is aiiiong the most interest- 
ing. and is probably the most consisfcntly 
productive. of the cultunl historians at- 
taining prominence during the present 
decade. That one tends to think of him as a 
Seventies presence is itself suggestive. 
since his career has more distant roots. his 

first book. Mirror fur Arrglo-S~itrrorrs. hav- 
ing appeared in the ycar of John Ken- 
nedy's inauguration. That volume rippled 
the transatlantic waters on its appearance. 
Reflecting the tensions of his status as a 
rooted Englishman expatriate in  America. 
it  also managed to bring to the surface 
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most of the intellectual and cultural con- 
cerns that reassert theniselves, sometimes 
ovenly. sometimes transmuted, in vinu- 
ally all his subsequent work. including 
this latest volume. In this scnse the titling 
of Trcirisrirltiriric Piirri.rris, his tcnth hook. 
could not have hecn truer to thc Anglo- 
American context that has been his abid- 
ing focus. 

But it' there are evident lines of  con- 
tinuity in Green's career. there are also 
signs of  upheaval and reorientation with 
effects as unsettling as those that followed 
his initial American encounter. They 
come a decade later; provoked ( in 
Bagehot's phrase for the ferment of a 
hundred years earlier) by the uncaking of 
established custom that was the transatlan- 
tic phenomenon of  the 1960's. The new 
tensions entering his work connect with 
and intensify the old and press Green on 10 

more ambitious enterprises: the remark- 
able succession o f  studiesxir ies ($ 
Morriirig u~id  Soris of Lighr, Tlris Vori 
RiihflioJbi Sisrcrs. and Cliil~lrivi of rlic 
Sua-that have been. in a kind of delayed 
and then continuous rcaction. hiscontri- 
bution lo the 1970's. 

These are strong. imposing. essentially 
revisionary volumes, and they show 
Green at his best. Rather than contrict 
under the prcssum of the Sixties. or go 
mindless, his vision opens to ncw pos- 
sibilities. The materials he engages bc- 
come more complex. the intellectual and 
social landscapes more populous. the 
means of  factual assimilation more en- 
compassing. And through i t  all there i s  the 
constant impulse of reassessment. thc 
need to redefine assumptions- 
liberalism. commonsense, traditions of  
decency-that had provided firm anchor- 
age through the early books. History of- 
fers itself as a testing ground. enabling 
Green t o  submit thc older virtues t o  the 
impact of their contraries. themselves 
tributaries of  the Sixties: forms of revolu- 
tionary response in Ciriiss ojMoriiiii,q; of 
erotic and matriarchal Ii~hcrispliilosopiric. 
in Tliia Vori RiiMio$iw Sisriv-s: of dcc- 
adence. life-style-baleful as well as 
salutary-in Cliiklrivi I$ tlrc Sirri. New 
models emerge and become tenable (like 
Evelyn Waugh. the dandy once dcspised) 
or intriguing despite obvious limitation 
(Otto Gross, shown in both brilliance and 
failure), while older allegiances arc vari- 
ously set aside. diminished, or pc~werfully 
reinforced (Leavis. Onvell. Lawrence. re- 
spectively). 

Never shy of the autobiographical in- 
cursion. Green enters as a participant in 

the unt'olding: Cirirs oflhlorriirig opens as 
crisis -a u t o  ti i ogra p h y . w i t h I he writ er  
under siege and compelled to rcearn his 
identity: Cliiklrc~rr oj' thr Sirri closcs on a 
series ot' self-quizzings. But i t  i s  Green's 
strength that his reappraisals represent 
niorc than personal judgments and arc 
rarcly undertakcn in isolation. His t'igures 
interlock with one another in patterns that 

vary from the prcciscly dialectical (D.H. 
Lawrence opposed t o  Max  Weber) to thc 
broadly comparative: Mailer and Blake. 
Goethc. Scott. and Che Guevara read as 
options of responsc in Cirics ofhlorriirig. 

Trirristirliiririi~ Ptirti.rris scems designed 
as a code to this stage of Green's career. 
The cssays brought together are in part an 
extension oi' his rcccnt work. in part an 
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extension of his recent work. in part an 
attempt to accommodate the old to the 
new. The latter impulse is evident. for 
example. in the provocativc. soniewhat 
disjointed piece on Whitman. who lingers 
undigested in Green's imagination from 
an earlier study. Rc-Appniisds ( 1963). 
Reconsidered midst the turmoil of the 
late 1960's. the complcxitiesof the poetry 
are understood as a foreshadowing of 
iiiodcmist currents exemplified in the 
work  of McLuhan. Brown, Marcuse. and 
Sontag. Whitman is still not a favorite, but 
the earlier toneeof dismissal (so redolent 
of Leavis and Cambridge) are banished in 
favor of a sophisticated culrural placement 
that is discussable in ways the "common- 
sense" reading precluded. 

Other than Whitnian the dominant fig- 
ures are Waugh, Orwell, and Lawrence. 
each of whom assumes a major role in the 
cssay clusters. topically amnged, that 
give s t ~ ~ ~ c ~ u r c  to the collection. The first 
grouping. "Our Idea of Marriage." is 
particularly suggestive in relating the col- 
lapse of Victorian conccptions of marriage 
to thc parillcl growth of erotically cen- 
tcrcd altcrnativcs. ~ h c  cssays are transat- 
lantic in reach; they deal perceptively with 
W.D. Howells and Doris Lessing. among 
others: but i t  is the "Lawrentian point of 
vicw." especially ;IS i t  rejects the 
"tragic" aspects of eros and affirms na- 
ture and the female-male bond, that sets 
the terms of discussion. 

In the same way. though the sequence 
"Our Sense of Humor" opens with Mark 
Twain and later implicates Kingsley 
Amis, the real subject is Waugh and the 
spirited, dandyesque nay-saying of his 
early fiction. Green's analysis, shifting 
attention away from the later "serious" 
novels. amounts indeed to a fresh and 
original interpretation. conipressed into 
four essays and then periodically resumed 
in the next section. "England After 
1918." Waugh shares attention here with 

Onvcll. the two representing opposing 
strains. Cavalier and Roundhead, right- 
winger and left, dominant in English cul- 
ture. That the criticisms they niake of 
middle-class society arc also complemen- 
tary statements is the burden of a finely 
balanced essay urging their reconciliation 
in the contemporary English niind. If 
Green tends now to special-plead the 
Cavalier cause. it is because he has been 
too much the Roundhead in the past. in  
keeping with the bent of social criticism of 
the past fifty years. 

But Orwell's hold remains secure. 
"Reflections of 1972" is a personall 

cultural meditation in the mentor's man- 
ner. while "Our Detectiie Heroes." con- 
trasting the fictions of Dorothy Sayers and 
John D. MacDonald for their social 
nuance. borrows its methodology from 
Orwell's classic "Raffles and Miss Blan- 
dish." Orwell's is the more elegant per- 
fomiance. but Green's. benefiting from 
postwar clarifications. proves the m m  
probing. 

The coherence of Trtiristi~ltrri~ii~ Par- 
rcrrrs lies. then. in Green himself. the play 
of his characteristic prcoccupations. 
rather than in any extended argument. 
Though there is spillover from the other 
books, the essays are largely self-sus- 
taining in  their own right. One resists 
particular judgments-the dispropor- 
tionate praise of Amis. the under- 
e s tee m i n g o f W h i t m an - b u t a I ways 
with the sense of having responded to a 
seriously pressing mind engaged with 
what interests i t .  

A Fine Old Conflict 
by Jessica Mitford 
(Knopf; 331 pp.; $10.00) 

This memoir is supposed to be very 
funny ,  and i t  frequently is. The Left- 
radical Mitford sister. as distinct from 
the Right-radicals. recounts her days as 
a faithful. and frequently irreverent. 
member of the Party. frankly exploiting 
whatever American discontents might 
be useful to the Party and making no 
bones about snaring as many "dupes" 
and "fellow travellers" as she wasable. 
Many readers will no doubt find the 
insouciance with respect to moral ques- 
tions disarming and even engaging. For 
others the amusement will be tempered 
by the recognition of an ingenuousness 
that only thinly veils an indifference to 
truth and other persons in the childish 
pursuit of "a fine old time." 

CONTRIBUTORS 

RICHARD JOHN NEUHAUS. Workdvicw 
Senior Editor. is au thor ,  most recently, 
of Christiarr Ftiirli urrd Pitblic Policy. 

PEGGY DURDIN. long a China- 
watcher. is a magazine writer specializ- 
ing i n  Asian affairs. 

ROBERT A.  GREENBERG is Professor 
of English at Queens College. City Uni- 
versity of New York. 

Briefly Noted 

Ethics and the 

by J.L. Houlden 
New Testament 

(Oxford; 133 pp.; $4.95 [paper]) 

A thoughtful and scholarly treatment. 
focusing on the diversity of perspectives 
within the New Testament. The "use" 
of an ethical search of the New Testa- 
ment. says Houlden. is in the discovery 
of "perspectives. patterns. and 
priorities" that can shape our own au- 
thentic moral deciding. 

God's Images 
by James Dickey and 

Marvin Hayes 
(Oxmoor; 53 pp.; $19.95) 

Subtitled "The Bible: A New Vision," 
these fifty-three large and powerful 
etchings by Marvin Hayes accompany 
poet Dickey's reflections on most of the 
great stories of rhe Old and New Testa- 
ments. In the foreword Dickey says he 
was "propelled" to this enterprise by 
the death of his wife. who was a "de- 
voted dweller in the Bible." I t  is a 
tribute that will enrich many others. 

U.S. Foreign Policy 

by John C. Bennett 
and Christian Ethics 

and Harvey Seifert 
(Westminster; 235 pp.; $7.95 [paper]) 

The price of  this middle-sized pa- 
perback perhaps sets a record. There are 
no other records set in  this book that will 
meet the expectations of those familiar 
with the long careers of Bennett and 
Seifert. Interestingly. the hvo authors' 
responsibility for different chapters is 
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sharply specified in the preface. and 
there are indeed significant variation of 
tone, with Seifert as the more cautious 
judge of phenomena such as transna- 
tional corporations. the future of world 
government. and so forth. The book 
grew out of a seminary course taught by 
the two authors and will likely serve as a 
text in such courses elsetvhere. 

Scotland and Nationalism: 
Scottish Society and 
Politics. 1707- 1977 

by Christopher Harvie 
(George Allen & Unwin; 318 pp.: no 
price) 

England must maintain title to North 
Sea oil if i t  is ever to get out  of hock or 
survive i n  hock. The Scottish 
nationalists know that well and are de- 
termined to use it  as leverage in their 
campaign for independence. Mr. Harvie 
speaks for a more leftward view and is 
willing to give the English the oil money 
if Scotland is then freed to move ahead 
with its own internal socialist revolu- 
tion. Most everyone agrees that the cur- 
rent discussion of "devolution" of 
powers means that the relationship be- 
tween Scotland and England is undergo- 
ing major change. In  the debate over the 
nature of that change Harvie represents 
an intriguing but distinctly minority ar- 
gument. The book is more of a tract than 
the dispassionate historical analysis its 
title and subtitle might suggest. 

Correspondence Urom p .  2) 

Secondly. everything that happened 
under the Emergency is definitely not 
happening now. The mood of fear that I 
encountered a year ago is absent. The 
rule of law has been restored and the 
complete lifting of censorship is self- 
evident. 
. Thirdly, the Janata government's per- 

formance is better than its image. It may 
appear slow. but i t  is heading in  the right 
direction. I t  is having to deal with a 
legacy of economic mismanagement. 

Its prices policy has been reasonably 
successful in the light of tvorld intla- 
tion. Its economic ideas are revolution- 
ary. ,The impatience and cynicism are 
more evident in the cocktail circuit than 
aniong those doing constructive work. 

Finally. niay I say that the idea that 
deniocracy is good for us, but not for 
others. is a Western attitude that many 
Indians find abhorrent. Indeed. the 
prinie minister. Morarji Desai. was say- 
ing to me only a few hours before I read 
your article that he hoped the March 
election results would have dispelled 
this idea. He also said. with much vigor, 
"Nowadays people regard politics as a 
place without ethics or morality. That is 
all wrong. Unless you bring morality 
into politics you cannot bring morality 
into society because government has the 
greatest influence in  people's lives, 
whatever people may say about it." 

Michael Henderson 
Lor1tlorr 

Ralph Buultjens Responds: 
Mr. Henderson's objections to 
I.Ytrrldviciv's publication of my inter- 
view with Mrs. Gandhi suggest a some- 
what one-dimensional focus; as a pro- 
fessed advocate of democracy. i t  is 
strange that he wants to prevent publica- 
tion of viewpoints with'which he does 
not agree. I draw to his attention Vol- 
taire's sentiments, which encapsulate 
the essence of democracy: "I disap- 
prove of what you say. but I will defend 
to the death your right to say it." 

To indicate that i t  is possible to make 
an objective evaluation of events in  
India during the past decade without 
attempting to examine Mrs. Gandhi's 
perspectives is a suggestion unworthy 
of serious consideration. Mrs. Gandhi is 
a significant historical figure. who re- 
tains a considerable public following. 
and should be treated as such. In niy 
interview I attempted to probe elements 
of her personality, beliefs, and views 
that would give us some insight into 
what motivates her and how she pcr- 
ceives events. 

Mr. Henderson also makes three 
other observations that S U ~ ~ C S I  a rush to 
judgment at a pace excceding that of 
even the present Government of India. 
Those who profess to belicve in the rule 
of law should be particularly careful not  
to confuse with judgments evidence 
presented before commissions o f  in- 
quiry; indictments must not be prc- 
srnted as convictions of guilt. I t  is 

almost one year since hlrs. Gandhi's 
defeat at the.polls. Thus far. dcspitc 
intensive and often aggressivc investi- 
gation. she has not been convicted of 
any act o f  malfeasance i n  officc. 

In assessing the public mood. wide 
differences of opinion are possible. M y  
own observations. based on several vis- 
its to India. diffcr sharply with those of 
Mr. Henderson. I have to report that 
several members of the Janata govcrn- 
ment themselves. in public and private 
statements. express disappointment in 
the performance of their own party. Its 
economic ideas, rather than being revo- 
lutionary. are as yet vague blueprints 
priniarily reflecting an anialgani o f  ru- 
rally oriented economics with Ghandian 
(Mahatma) sentiments. As yet little has 
been done to give these any real form or 
meaning. A mood of fear. which Mr. 
Henderson claims to have encountercd 
one year ago. is far from absent- 
supporters of Mrs. Gandhi and many 
others who disagree with thc present 
government will currently testify to 
this. One can argue that the objects of 
fear may hqve shifted, but given recent 
events. one surely should not proclaim 
that India is free from fear. 

In  controversial times. such as those 
on which Mr. Henderson and I have 
focused, most viewpoints are contested. 
However, in such conflicts objectivity 
and truth should not be the first casual- 
ties! 

"The Legacy of Echeverria" 

To the Editors: A resident of Guadala- 
jara. Mexico, born and raised in that city 
of nearly two million in the Mexican 
highlands. the writer of the letter that 
follows, is fluent i n  both Spanish and 
English. He has visited thc United 
States and Canada and does much in  his 
homeland to encourage better coni- 
niunication'and undcrstanding bctwcen 
his countrymen and pcoplc of the U.S. 
and Canada. Six years ago this studious 
and intelligent young Mexican was in 
Seattle for a month as my guest. and 
whcncvcr I am in Guadalajara, his honic 
and the homes o f  all in his family iirc 
always open to nic. In forwarding the 
Novcnibcr Worltlricw article on Mexico 
("What Mexico's President Inherited" 
by Robert Drysdale) to this Guadalajara 
friend I had asked for his comments on 
the report so that they might be sent on 


