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OUR OWN WORST ENEMIES. A month later and 
nobody seems any the wiser about what US.  policy 
is up to in Rhodesia. Secretary Vance and U.N. 
Ambassador Young have paid their visits, togethet 
with British Foreign Secretary David Owen. There 
was some muttering about “progress,” whatever 
that may mean, but the positions sebm as in- 
transigent as ever. Everybody expressed shock at 
the Marxist-Leninist pronouncements of Robert 
Mugabe, one of the leaders of the Patriotic Front, 
which is protesting the “internal settlement” 
reached by Ian Smith, Bishop Abel Muzorewa, and 
two other black leaders. It is unclear why Mugabe 
was so criticized for his candid statements; he has 
many times made it perfectly clear that he wants the 
outside powers to impose his one-party dictatorship 
on the new nation of Zimbabwe. Meanwhile, the 
Anglo-Americans withhold support from the internal 
settlement. We keep saying that, without the Patriot- 
ic Front, the Russians and Cubans will come in on a 
bloody civil war. It is as though we are resigned to, 
maybe even inviting, that unhappy scenario. In 
trying to achieve a just peace in Africa we seem to be 
our own worst enemies-or, more accurately, the 
worst enemies of the black majority in Zimbabwe. 
Despite all this, the schedule agreed to in the 
internal settlement is being observed. (Although 
how the Hove case is resolved--uncertain at this 
moment-may further complicate a complicated 
situation.) Unless the British and Americans suc- 
ceed in preventing it, by the end of the year the world 
may be presented with a very rare thing-the possi- 
bility of a politically stable, economically viable, 
black-ruled multiracial democracy. (For a more 
thorough analysis of what is happening in Rhodesia/ 
Zimbabwe see Richard Neuhaus’s “The Hard Road 
From Rhodesia to Zimbabwe,” April Worldview.)’ 

IN SEARCH OF ALTERNATIVES. Politicks was 
a promising new magazine launched by Thomas B. 
Morgan. Last month, after fourteen issues, it had 
used up its initial $900,000 and was reported to be 
ready to fold. Morgan was still looking for an angel, 
however. “When I say I’m looking for an angel, I 
mean somebody to make a business investment.” 
Barring the appearance of such a celestial merce- 
nary, Morgan is not optimistic. “The audience 
oriented toward alternative politics was smaller than 
we thought, and getting smaller,” said Morgan. We 
would hope that many of his readers will entertain 
the possibility that there may be alternatives to Mr. 
Morgan’s alternative. 

SEXUAL SCHOLARSHIP. Associated Press re- 
ports that Dr. Virginia Abernathy of Vanderbilt Uni- 
versity has come up with some interesting findings. 

“Feminists appear to take the sexual initiative more 
frequently and get more sexual satisfaction than 
women with more traditional outlooks,” reports A.P. 
The next sentence tends to take the edge off the 
good news: “The study also found that feminists 
have a tendency to have less stable marriages than 
other women.” Alas, yet another of those trouble- 
some zero-sum games. We suggest, however, that 
nobody should hurry to reconstruct her life on the 
basis of this new research. It turns out Dr. Abernathy 
interviewed fifty women, hrenty-four identified as 
feminists and twenty-six “traditionally oriented.” 
The traditionally oriented were, we are told, “primar- 
ily heterosexual.” Primarily? Just think, if two were 
toward the middle of the Kinsey scale, that throws 
everything off 10 per cent. We find more intriguing 
last year’s Redbook survey. Redbook surveyed 
thousands of its women Teaders regarding sexual 
satisfaction and discovered, to the editors’ surprise, 
that Bible-believing, church-going women have a lot 
more fun in bed. 

THE WEAKNESS OF SOLIDARITY. For some 
months now a very substantial part of the Jewish 
community in America and in Israel has been dis- 
tressed by Prime Minister Begin’s seeming inability 
to respond in a believably commensurate way to 
President Sadat’s “peace initiative” of last year. In 
other words, a lot of Jews were outraged by Begin’s 
belligerence on Sinai settlements, the West Bank, 
U.N. Resolution 242, and just about anything else he 
could throw up as an obstacle to peace. But the 
outrage was largely kept under cover. Supporters of 
Israel increasingly felt themselves to be on the 
defensive as public opinion polls confirmed their 
fears that Americans were much more favorably 
impressed by Egypt‘s Sadat than by Israel’s Begin. 
At the end of April the silence was broken as more 
than thirty-five American Jews went public (although 
they didn’t intend to be quite that public) with a letter 
of encouragement to “peace forces” in Israel. 
Among those signing the letter were novelist Saul 
Bellow, political scientist Seymour Martin Lipset, 
and Irving Levine of the American Jewish Commit- 
tee. As might be expected, in some quarters they 
and their cosigners are’being much abused for 
“breaking ranks.” More heartening is the wide- 
spread support they have received from backers of 
Israel who recognize that Americans are positively 
disposed toward open dissent and discussion. 
Those who would depict “the Jewish lobby” in 
sinister terms are frustrated by such a manifestation 
of difference and debate. The courage of the letter 
signers will, we believe, be vindicated in making 
support for Israel seem more credible and less 
conspiratorial in the eyes of many Americans. 
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HELP NEEDED. Former Nepalese Prime Minister 
B.P. Koirala has been undergoing a series of deli- 
cate throat operations in New York following his 
latest release from political prison in Katmandu. One 
of the Third World’s leading advocates of liberal 
democracy, Koirala was interviewed by associate 
editor Theodore Jacqueney (January-February 
Worldview). Koirala needs help to pay his medical 
bills, and civil rights leader Bayard Rustin is helping 
to coordinate an effort to raise the required $5,000. 
Readers wishing to contribute should make checks 
payable to the Koirala Defense Fund-International 
Rescue Committee, 275 Seventh Avenue, 25th 
Floor, New York, N.Y. 10001. 

MONEY MAKES MONEY. In Toward a History of 
Needs Ivan lllich has some scorching things to say 
about the essentially self-serving process in which 
social service and advocacy groups discover a 
“need” that they then turn into a “right” for which 
they then claim tax monies to fund professionals 
who keep themselves in business discovering 
further “needs.” And on and on. That sounds like a 
conspiracy theory, but there is nothing conspirato- 
rial about a recent release from the National Council 
of Churches. The NCC announces it has received 
$250,000 from the Carnegie Corporation of New 
York to set up committees that will “conduct a 
research survey ... to ascertain the problems of local 
children and families.” Since the NCC seems to 
know what problems will be discovered, it will then 
give funds to each committee “to aid a local project 
that addresses the problems the committee has 
discovered.” Such local projects, it is announced, 
will aim at getting more federal money for child care 
needs. “The National Council has long been com- 
mitted to the establishment of a society in which all 
persons, including children, can fulfill their potential 
as God’s creations,” an NCC spokesperson de- 
clared. “We believe this project will contribute signif- 
icantly to that goal.” It should at least keep a crew of 
experts employed. 

PARTISANSHIP UNALLOYED. On April 20 in 
Washington an informal alliance was formed among 
groups aiming to counteract what they perceive as a 
growing threat from the radical Right. An organizer 
explained that “right wing” meant groups such as 
the National Right to Work Committee, Young 
Americans for Freedom, John Birchers, Ku Klux 
Klan, and right-to-life organizations. The last- 
named “right-wing” group presumably includes the 
leadership of the Roman Catholic and a few other 
churches. Among the groups represented in the new 
alliance are the AFL-CIO, National Consumers 
League, ACLU, and the National Council of 
Churches. Again the NCC corrects the common 
perception that “ecumenism” means reaching out to 
the whole Christian community in dialogical sensitiv- 
ity to the diversity and ambiguity of positions held 
within the one Church. 

DISAGREEING WITH JESUS ON DISARMA- 
MENT. A remarkable letter was issued from the 
office of Senator Mark Hatfield (R-Ore.) last month. 
It is addressed to Christians in the season of Lent 
and takes up the conflict between Christian teaching 
and current arms policies. Some citizens might 
protest its mailing at government expense, but there 
is no reason why particular values, usually hidden, 
should not be made explicit, nor is there a law 
against a senator addressing a specific community. 
More interesting is the senator’s understanding of 
the connection between public policy and Christian 
faith. “While placing one’s trust in the military for the 
physical security of oneself and one’s loved ones is 
certainly to be expected from those who have not 
committed their lives to the peacemaker, Jesus 
Christ, I believe we as Christians should carefully 
consider whether we have been faithful to the strong 
Biblical imperatives that we not place our trust in 
weapons of war. This becomes particularly critical 
when we realize that in pursuing our present military 
policies we are placing ourselves in direct opposi- 
tion to Christ’s unequivocal command to love our 
enemies, do good to them who hate us, bless them 
who curse us, and pray for them who despitefully 
use us .... We believe that Jesus Christ can-save us 
from eternal death, but many of us are not sure if He 
can save us from the threat of nuclear war. How can 
we truly ask an ungodly world to place its hope and 
trust in Jesus Christ when many of us are unwilling to 
do so for our own physical security? The fact of the 
matter is that we have failed, as the Israelites of old, 
to view security as primarily a spiritual problem.” 
Those with a more reflective understanding of the 
relationship between ethics and public policy will 
consider Haff ield’s expression dangerously simplis- 
tic. Yet his view reflects a small but growing ap- 
proach among theologically conservative but politi- 
cally radical “evangelicals.” The view is vigorously 
advanced by Sojourners , the magazine published 
by a Washington-based Christian community, and 
will be represented in force at this month’s protests 
at the U.N. special session on disarmament. 

Abraham Martin Murray is the collective name of those 
who contribute to “A View of the World.’’ The opinions 
expressed sometimes coincide with those of the editors. 

QuoteIUnquote 
Revising the Classics 

Nkomo speaks scornfully of his chief rival inside 
Rhodesia, Bishop Abel Muzorewa, who is negotiating 
with Prime Minister Ian Smith a separate, internal 
settlement. “Muzorewa is what you would call in 
America an ‘Uncle Sam,’ ” Nkomo said. 

-Brandt Ayers in the Boston Globe 

The path to Herman Kahn’s office at the Hudson 
Institute is Labyrinthine. There are enough sharp turns 
to make the most intrepid visitor feel like the mythical 
Minotaur.. . . 

--Anthony J. Parisi in the New York Times 

FROM THE BOOK “CABIN ON CAPITOL HILL“ 

THE MINOTAUR AS VISITOR 
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