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he September 25, 1978, issue of the Wall T Street Journal carried a four-page adver- 
tisement on Argentina that reveals the expertise of a 
public relations firm. Propaganda pieces entitled “Poli- 
cies for Investment in Argentine Industries” and “Ar- 
gentina; an Economic Overview” in the form of “arti- 
cles” are interspersed with regular ads, giving the reader 
the impression of four pages of ordinary copy. While the 
advertisement itself is relatively trivial, it acquires 
significance because the arguments it advances are obvi- 
ohsly those that the present regime would like to present 
to the U.S. and other countries. It is the item called “On 
the Question of Human Rights” that draws the special 
attention of Amnesty International and others well 
informed on this subject in today’s Argentina. 

Rather than dealing with the human rights issue in a 
straightforward manner, the advertisement launches 
into the description of an ideal country, the image of 
which it would like to superimpose on the real Argenti- 
na. The utopian past and present are blended: 

Independent of the materialistic and spiritual advan- 
tages which this country offers there is also a judicial 
tradition which undoubtedly has been in the vanguard 
of western legal institutions. With a strong tradition 
in law and a profound respect for civil rights Argenti- 
na formed a true democratic society early in her histo- 
ry, in  a time when autocracy and despotism reigned 
throughout the nations of Europe. 

The Argentine Constitution of 1853 (as amended in 
1860, 1866, 1898, and 1957) is indeed an inspiring 
document that theoretically protects the citizens of 
Argentina-and aliens residing there-against every 
conceivable injustice and protects residents against the 
dangers of dictatorship. If  the Constitution were ob- 
served today, even a lawful state of siege would be toler- 
able in Argentina. Unhappily, however, Argentina’s 
Constitution is being flouted. In fact, the entire present 
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military government structure is itself entirely unconsti- 
tutional and has no legal claim to power. Article 29 of 
the Constitution states: 

Congress may not confer on the National Executive, 
nor the provincial Legislature on the provincial Gov- 
ernors extraordinary powers, nor the whole of the 
public authority, nor grant them acts of submission or 
supremacy whereby the lives, the honor, or the prop- 
erty of Argentinians will be at the mercy of govern- 
ments or any person whatsoever. Acts of this nature 
shall be utterly void, and shall render those who 
formulate or consent to them or sign them liable to be 
called to account and to be punished as infamous trai- 
tors to their country. 

It  is also the exclusive right of Congress to declare a 
state of siege (under cover of which all present atrocities 
are being committed by the military goverment) in  case 
of internal disturbance and to approve or suspend a state 
of siege declared by the Executive during a recess of the 
Congress (Article 67, Par. 26). The Constitution 
nowhere permits the suspension of Congress by the 
Executive but, rather, makes all provisions to prevent 
the Executive from becoming a dictator (Articles 23,29, 
and 86, especially Paragraphs 2 and 19 of the latter). 
Nevertheless, a U.S. Government document reports: 

Upon assuming power the military junta disposed of 
all democratic institutions. The National Congress, 
provincial legislatures and municipal councils were 
dissolved; the power of all civilian authorities and 
elected officials abrogated; all political parties sus- 
pended; all political activity was declared illegal; the 
members of the Supreme Court and lower courts 
were removed and the judiciary replaced by military 
tribunals; and trade union activity was outlawed. The 
military junta now rules by decree. The constitutional 
structure of the separation of powers into executive, 
legislative and judicial branches has been in abeyance 
since the coup [Human Righfs Conditions in Se- 
lected Countries and the U.S. Response, U.S. Gov- 
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ernment Printing Office, July 25, 1978, “Argentina, 

The president is explicitly forbidden to apply punish- 
ment under the state of siege and required to allow 
detainees held under its provisions to leave the Argen- 
tine territory if  they so desire under Article 23 of the 
Constitution. Although the advertisement I mentioned 
cites this “right to choice” (better known as the right of 
option) as one of the “facts” of today’s life in Argentina, 
it misrepresents the actual situation. For some time the 
junta had suspended this constitutional right entirely; 
then on September 1, 1977, it reinstated a distorted and 
inadequate version of it in the form of Decree Law 
2 I .650, which again places the detainee at the arbitrary 
mercy of the executive power. According to reliable 
sources, between January and July, 1978, only fifty-six 
detainees were “authorized” by the Argentine Govern- 
ment to leave the country. Innumerable applicants have 
been denied their constitutional right of option, some 
more than once, and many would-be applicants are never 
given the chance to apply by prison officials who refuse 
to supply the necessary application forms requested by 
the prisoner. Moreover, the Ministry of the Interior has 
been delaying the USA Hemispheric Parole Program 
(designated for five hundred South American detainees 
and refugees admissible to the U.S. under all provisions 
of the Immigration and Nationality Act as well as other 
stringent criteria), by withholding permission to the 
U.S. consular officer to enter prisons for the purpose of 
interviewing eligible applicants in one out of every three 
cases requested. Without a personal interview an appli- 
cation cannot be fully processed. Consequently, most of 
those detainees seeking asylum in the USA are at 
present prevented by the Argentine Government from 
exercising their constitutional right to choose exile in 
the country of their choice. 

p. 201. 

he writer of the paid advertisement asks: T “HOW can it be explained that a free and 
democratic country like Argentina is viewed as a repres- 
sive dictatorship and a country which allegedly does not 
respect the question of human rights?” To anyone 
familiar with the situation, the answer to this rhetorical 
question is perfectly clear: A country with an unconsti- 
tutional military government imposed upon its people is 
by definition neither “free” nor “democratic.” A gov- 
ernment that permits its security forces to kidnap its 
citizens and resident aliens in broad daylight from their 
places of work, in the streets of the major cities, or at 
night from their residences, and which further allows 
members of the armed forces and police to torture such 
victims-men and women, young and old-at such infa- 
mous torture centers as the Navy School of Mechanics 
(recently cleaned up for the occasion of the soccer 
games), and at many other torture centers located across 
the Argentine nation, can only be “viewed as a repres- 
sive dictatorship,” a government that quite definitely 
“does not respect the question of human rights.” 

Argentina may indeed have “One of the lowest rates 
of illiteracy in the world,” but this is a misleading state- 
ment, typical of all other claims made by the advertiser. 

Low salaries (average $70 per month), combined with 
high inflation rates, forced “more than 3,000 primary 
school teachers to leave the profession” between March 
and June of 1977. “In Buenos Aires, by far the most 
important region, up to 30 per cent of the teaching force 
had resign ed...” and consequently “many primary 
schools have been forced to close” (Nick Caistor, 
“Cleansing the Teaching Area,” Index on Censorship, 
May/June, 1978, p. 22). 

The reasons for the serious deterioration of the educa- 
tional system are both economic and political. In second- 
ary schools suspected of “subversive activity” by the 
authorities the repression has been extreme. At the 
Colegio Nacional de Buenos Aires, for example, teach- 
ers were fired and pupils were dismissed, a number of 
whom disappeared without a trace or were later found 
murdered (Caistor, p. 23). 

Universities in Argentina have fared even worse. 
Dismissals of, and death threats against, academics 
started as early as 1974. With the advent of the military 
junta in 1976, the ranks of professors, university admin- 
istrators, and students have been decimated by whole- 
sale dismissals, arrests, and disappearances. Decree 
Laws effectively abolished academic freedom, including 
self-government and even the right of the university to 
choose its curriculum and reading lists. For example, 
seventeen academics, mainly from the Faculty of Eco- 
nomics of the University of the South in Bahia Blanca- 
in alleged complicity with some forty other persons- 
were accused of “academic subversion’’ and arrested in 
the summer of 1976. Ten of the seventeen are still held 
in “preventive detention,” despite the fact that their 
colleagues across the world-internationally known 
scholars and Nobel laureates-have denounced their 
unjust arrest and requested their release. 

The “Law of Dispensability,” decreed by the junta in 
March, 1976, authorized the summary dismissal or 
suspension from duty of any state employee for unspe- 
cified reasons. This directly affected not only the univer- 
sities but also hospitals, psychiatric institutions, and 
scientific research centers, many of whose directors and 
best staff members lost their positions and frequently 
their freedom and their lives. The resulting exodus of 
those who feared a similar fate further weakened these 
institutions. (A subsequent law prevented private insti- 
tutions from employing those officially dismissed.) Sev- 
eral prestigious research centers, university faculties, 
and psychiatric and other hospitals were consequently 
closed or had their services severely curtailed. 

Members of the professional-cultural community 
continue to be special targets of persecution. Three 
recent examples are reported in the Buenos Aires 
Herald of September 22, 1978, under the headline 
“Doctor and Two Lawyers Kidnapped”: 

In full view of his fellow physicians and a waiting 
room full of patients, a doctor-who is himself grave- 
ly ill-was dragged away from his consulting room in 
the Italian Hospital at 1 1:30 a.m. on Monday, his wife 
announced yesterday. The kidnapping of Dr. Leopan- 
to E. Bianchi, who is 56, and is a surgeon in the 
prestigious orthopedic and traumatology department 
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of the hospital, was followed by the abduction yester- 
day of two well-known C6rdoba lawyers, one of them 
also a journalist. In all three cases the kidnappers 
claimed to be police. And police headquarters in the 
federal capital and in Cordoba denied that they had 
made any arrests. Luis Reinaudi, a journalist working 
for Cbrdoba and Tiempos de Cbrdoba, who is also a 
lawyer and a member of the board of the local bar 
association, and Roberto Yankilevich, another lawyer, 
were abducted in the early hours of yesterday morn- 
ing from their home by two different groups of five to 
six armed men ....* 

More than a hundred similar cases of disappearances 
have been reported to Amnesty International over a 
recent period of a hundred days, but AI has reason to 
believe the figure to be larger. Since the March, 1976, 
coup Amnesty International estimates that more than 
15,000 persons have disappeared. On the basis of official 
lists of political prisoners published periodically by the 
Argentine authorities starting in December, 1977, AI 
now places the number of acknowledged detainees held 
in official penal establishments at around 4,000. The 
number of disappeared persons spirited away to secret 
prison camps cannot be estimated. Reliable testimonies 
have been received about the existence of such unofficial 
detention centers in various parts of the country. The 
Argentine Government must be held fully responsible 
for those who were detained and disappeared and have 
never been accounted for. Lawyers and human rights 
organizations within Argentina estimate that since 
March, 1976, between 20,000 and 30,000 writs of habe- 
as corpus have been filed at the Ministry of the Interior 
on behalf of missing persons. The government has never 
officially investigated any disappearance case. 

To the reader unfamiliar with Argentina’s press, it 
should be pointed out that the English-language Buenos 
Aires Herald is the only newspaper that dares report 
missing-persons cases on a fairly regular basis; more- 
over, it editorializes frequently on the subject of human 
rights violations. Spanish-language publications do not, 
as a rule, inform their readers of this official terrorism, 
but give extensive coverage to antigovernment terrorist 
activities. But even Argentine Government officials 
confess at times to excesses on the part of their own 
security forces. As Juan de Onis reported in the New 
York Times on May 8, 1978, “the Minister of Interior, 
Gen. Albano Harguindeguy, acknowledged publicly this 
week for the first time that ‘the methods of the subver- 
sive guerrillas, including disregard for human life, pene- 
trated some of our legal forces.’ ” 

This blunt statement definitely does not support the 
categorical statement in the advertisement that in 
Argentina “the Armed Forces adopted severe measures 
but always within the boundary of the constitution.” 
The president of Argentina himself has referred to “ex- 
cesses of repressions,” according to Juan de Onis (New 
York Times, June 30, 1978), and the Latin American 
Political Report of September 8, 1978, states: “Presi- 
dent Jorge Videla told the press in Rome this week that 
his government was conducting an inquiry into allega- 
tions of ‘repressive excesses.’ ” Notwithstanding these 

. 

statements, as well as the Argentine Government’s 
announcement “just before Christmas [ 19771 that 3,607 
people remained ‘at the disposition of the executive 
power’ ” (de Onis, New York Times, January 29, 1978), 
General Harguindeguy said on July 22, 1978, according 
to El Nacional (Caracas), that there were no political 
prisoners in Argentina. The interior minister further 
claimed that a few detainees were held for corruption 
and the rest were “terrorists who had killed or 
kidnapped.” If this statement were true and, as Har- 
guindeguy added, “witnesses of all their crimes exist,’’ 
why have not all the thoustinds of prisoners held without 
charges for the past two or more years been brought to 
trial? Why are those who were acquitted of all charges 
by the judiciary still detained at the disposal of the exec- 
utive power? 

Kenneth H. Bacon in “U.S. to Let Allis-Chalmers 
Corp. Proceed With Plans to Sell Turbines to Argenti- 
na” (Wall Street Journal, September 27, 1978) re- 
ports: 

The US. has been pressing Argentina to allow a 
human rights monitoring group to visit Argentine 
prisons to check reports of widespread torture. I t  also 
wants the trial, release or exile of 3,400 political pris- 
oners the State Department contends are being held 
without formal charge. 

Last month, Patricia Derian, Assistant Secretary of 
State for Human Rights, told a congressional panel 
that the Argentine government is guilty of “continu- 
ing violations of basic human rights,” including “the 
systematic use of torture” and the “summary execu- 
tion of political dissidents.” Diplomatic sources in 
South America have told the State Department that 
as many as 3,000 dissidents have been killed in the 
past two years and up to 6,000 have been tortured. 

Against the background provided by the above and 
reports received by Amnesty International about inhu- 
man prison conditions, Article 18 of the Argentine 
Constitution sounds utopian: 

No inhabitant of the Nation may be punished without 
previous trial, based on an earlier law than the date of 
the offense, nor tried by special commissions, nor 
removed from the judges designated by law before the 
date of the offense. No one can be compelled to testify 
against himself, nor be arrested except by virtue of 
a written order from a competent authority. The 
defense, by trial, of the person and of rights is inviola- 
ble. The residence is inviolable, as are letters, corre- 
spondence and private papers; and a law shall deter- 
mine in what cases and for what reasons their search 
and seizure shall be allowed. The penalty of death for 
political offenses, all ‘kinds of torture, and flogging, 
are forever abolished. The prisons of the Nation shall 
be healthy and clean, for the security and not for the 

~~ 

*A I  has now learned that the recently abducted journalist- 
lawyer Luis Reinaudi and lawyer Roberto Yankilevich are 
being held incommunicado in C6rdoba penitentiary. Dr. Bian- 
chi was reportedly released. 
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punishment of the prisoners confined therein; and any 
measure that under pretext or precaution inflicts on 
them punishment beyond the demand of security, 
shall render liable the judges who authorize it. 

Prison conditions, as described by relatives of political 
prisoners, as well as by former prisoners, do not comply 
with the above prescribed standards nor with the provi- 
sions of the U.N. Standard Minimum Rules for the 
Treatment of Prisoners. The treatment of Argentine 
political prisoners has ’been reported to be degrading and 
humiliating, and in itself to constitute punishment. 

he statement in the advertisement claim- T ing that “. . . government actions under 
the state of emergency are always under surveillance of 
the judicial system” and that “ I t  has in  fact often 
occurred that a judge has chosen to overrule charges 
brought by the executive branch against a private citi- 
zen,” omits important facts: 

0 Members of the Supreme Court and lower courts 
were dismissed and replaced by the military junta; 

0 Thousands of political prisoners have neither been 
charged nor brought to trial; 

0 Detainees who were charged by the state but 
acquitted of all charges by a judge who ordered their 
release have, nevertheless, been kept in preventive 
detention by order of the executive power; 

0 Prisoners who were charged, judged, and sentenced 
and who served their full  sentence have not been 
released; 

0 Imprisoned citizens who were permitted to practice 
their constitutional right of option to leave the country 
by court order (under the original rules applying to the 
Right of Option) were denied that right by the executive 
in many instances; 

0 Habeas corpus proceedings have lost their effec- 
tiveness, because judges no longer carry out personal in- 
spections of detention centers as was once the practice; 

0 Jacobo Timerman-referred to by the Buenos 
Aires Herald as “the country’s best-known newspaper 

, 

publisher”-continues to be held under house arrest-by 
the authorities despite a Supreme Court ruling of July 
20, 1978, to the effect that “even under the govern- 
ment’s own rules it could not justify holding Timerman 
any longer, and had in fact been holding him unjustifia- 
bly every since last October [ 19771” (Birenos Aires 
Herald. August 24, 1978). 

The judiciary has, in fact, been sirbordiiiated to the 
executive branch arid the constiiirtiorial division of 
powers eflectively eliniiiiated. * 

Spanish-language newspapers were virtually muzzled 
by a series of direct orders issued in  March and April, 
1976, of which part of Communique 19 (Delifo depren- 
sa-Crime of the Press), dated March 24, 1976, is quite 
explicit: 

... Anyone who through any medium whatsoever de- 
fends, propagates or divulges news, communiqubs or 

The statistics concerning Argentine journalists that 
appeared in Le Monde in January of last year reveal the 
extent of their persecution by the Argentine junta: From 
the time of the military coup in 1976 to the beginning of 
1978 twenty-nine journalists were killed, forty disap- 
peared, seventy were imprisoned, and four hundred 
went into exile. The  numbers of arrested, disappeared, 
and killed journalists have grown again this year. 

Notwithstanding the intimidation of the press and 
outright repression of many connected with the media, 
the writers of the advertisement claim freedom of 
speech and of the press for important sectors of society: 
“The leaders of the various sectors especially political, 
business and labor often demonstrate their right to criti- 
cize their government whenever they so desire.” The 
Constitution guarantees this right in  Article 14: “All 
inhabitants of the Nation enjoy the following rights, in 
accordance with the laws that regulate their exercise, 
namely: ... of publishing their ideas through the press 
without previous censorship; ... of associating for useful 
purposes ....” However, these rights have been suspended 
to a large degree, and recent isolated instances of articles 
in the Spanish-language press citing leaders of officially 
unrecognized political parties have so far been excep- 
tions to the rule. The following account from Latiti 
American Political Report (“Argentina: Back to the 
Army,” May 5, 1978), speaks for itself 

... the police arrested Ricardo Balbin and fifteen other 
members of the Union Civica Radical on 1 May for 
violating the law suspending party political activities. 
Balbin (leader of this major Argentine political party) 
had requested permission to meet local party mem- 
bers in Villa Mercedes, San Luis. This was denied, 
but the meeting went ahead under the guise of a 
private dinner among friends, the formula which poli- 
ticians have been commonly using to evade the ban. 
Earlier, on 25 April, the police decided to prosecute a 
number of leading Radicals for signing a document 
which was stongly critical of the  economic policy of 
Josi Martinez de Hoz. 
This was not an isolated case of serious harassment of 

political leaders during the past months. On August 20, 
1978, Clariri (Buenos Aires) published part of a docu- 
ment issued by prominent leaders of a wide spectrum of 
political parties representing the majority of Argentine 
voters. The document called for the return to constitu- 
tional government, respect for civil liberties and human 
rights, and the release of political prisoners. I t  referred 
to the economic situation as “a profound crisis which 
has lasted longer than any previous one.” As a result, the 
government initiated a trial against the signatories, 
including former President Arturo Frondizi. Under 
mounting international pressure the court dismissed 
charges toward the end of September. Under the pres- 
ent military regime political activity remains official- 
ly a crime punishable by several years’ imprisonment. 

I 

views with the purpose of disrupting, prejudicing or *Recently the Supreme Court has again made efforts to assert lessening Ihe prestige Of the activit ies Of the  armed its independence from the executive power. The latter, while forces be subject to detention for a period Of to praising the judiciary, according to La Prensa (Buenos Aires) 
IO (ten) years. of February 17, has not as yet taken any positive action. 
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abor leaders and trade unionists in general L have also been among the most perse- 
cuted sectors of society, despite Article 14 of the  Consti- 
tution, which states in part: 

Trade unions (gremios) are hereby guaranteed: t he  
right to conclude collective labor agreements; t he  
right to resort to conciliation and arbitration; t he  right 
to strike. Union representatives shall enjoy the  guar- 
antees necessary for carrying out their union tasks and 
those relating to the stability of their employment. 

The advertisement implies that the Constitution is 
being honored in all its aspects, yet t he  number of trade 
unionists arrested and  detained, or abducted, murdered 
or disappeared is significant. Moreover, in their article 
“The Military Junta Attempts the Destruction of the 
Argentine Trade  Unions” (AFL-CIO Free Trade Union 
News, FebruarE 1978, p. 4), Michael D. Boggs and 

Andrew C. McLellan summarize: 

T h e  military ... have dismantled the  once-powerful Ar- 
gentine labor movement at the national and provincial 
levels, leaving its ranks wide open for totalitarian 
domination over the relatively defenseless local rank 
and file .... 
The nationwide General Confederation of Labor 

(CGT) and the principal unions have been “intervened,” 
i.e., placed under the  control of military personnel a t  
national and regional levels. All trade union activities, 
including meetings and the election of officers, have 
been forbidden. T h e  right to strike, to bargain collec- 
tively, and  all other rights and privileges as guaranteed 
by the Constitution and labor contracts have been 
suspended. Strikes, slow-downs, or any form of workers’ 
protests a r e  considered subversive activities and are 
punishable by long-term imprisonment. A subway- 

PERSONAL TESTIMONY 

I t  was very late and my husband, Martin, was still studying for 
his law exams in the living room. Our seven-month-old baby, 
Maria, kept me up with her cough and fever, so when the 
knocking on the apartment door came, I walked down the hall 
toward the entrance with Maria in my arms. There I found 
Martin with five men in dark suits pointing machine guns at us 
both. They declared they were from the police and had reasons 
to want to “question” us at police headquarters. Maria’s 
coughs turned to cries as she felt my grasp tighten in  horror. 
Two men held us steady with the machine guns as two others 
looked through the apartment for papers and valuables, taking 
whatever pleased them and leaving the rooms totally in sham- 
bles. One man tore the bed sheets into rags that soon became 
our blindfolds. mouth gags, and wrist ties. When someone took 
Maria from me, I became hysterical, until I was hit across the 
face and my fear became paralyzing. 

Martin and I were led outside into the Buenos Aires night 
and forced to lie down on the floor of a waiting car, well out of 
sight, during a ride of at least a half hour. When the car 
stopped, we were taken into a cold, basement-like place, and 
Martin was forcefully led away from me. I vtas pushed onto 
the damp floor, and my wrists were chained behind my back to 
a metal bar against the wall. I could hear muffled sounds and 
footsteps, then a door closing and screams from a nearby room. 
The screams continued endlessly, for it seemed that one by one 
those chained to the same metal bar were taken for torture to 
that other room. Shivering with cold. fear, and the agonizing 
screams, I just remember feeling utterly helpless, not knowing 
what they had done with my daughter or Martin, and not 
being able to do anything but wait. 

My turn came after hours, how many I don’t know-hours 
of listening to strangers’ screams for mercy and their silent 
return to the cold room. My wrists were unlatched and I was 
led to the other room, blindfolded throughout the nightmare. 
Someone removed my clothing and I was forced to lie on a 
large, cold metal table, my wrists and ankles tied down to the 
four corners. The cattle prod soon informed me why the table 
was metal, for the shocks were magnified and multiplied as the 
screams surrounding me seemed to come from other beings. I 
don’t remember it all, thank God, because I awoke later on the 

cold floor in pain and confusion. The screams from the torture 
chamber continued as someone led me to a floor and an unfa- 
miliar body beside me. After a long ride we were deposited 
with our clothing and bus fare on a dark street somewhere near 
the port and warned not to remove our blindfolds for at least 
fifteen minutes. We waited. Unblindfolded, I discovered the 
other person to be a young woman also, who told me she had 
been tortured and raped for several hours. The reason, she was 
told, was her Jewish faith. She was shaking and too afraid to 
return to her home alone, so we traveled together to my apart- 
ment. Neither Martin nor Maria was there, but I found a note 
from my mother saying that she had come in the morning. 
discovered the baby alone, sick and crying in  the ransacked 
apartment, and had taken Maria home with her in great fear 
about our whereabouts and our lives. 

I have not seen Martin since that night, nearly two years 
ago. Maria doesn’t remember her father and I never mention 
him to her. My mother takes care of Maria mostly, because I 
am “emotionally unstable” and prone to weeks of deep depres- 
sion and fear. While my government encourages a family- 
centered life, ours has been taken away. My husband, Maria’s 
father, remains among the more than 15,000 “disappeared” in 
my country, for what reason I do not know. I don’t even know 
if my husband is alive or dead. 

The Jewish girl I met in the street and took home that 
terrible night left the country. She was pregnant from the 
humiliating torture, but later sent me a letter through a travel- 
er that she had been blessed with a miscarriage. Her life and 
mind also are destroyed, and she has been in and out of mental 
institutions ever since. 

I am too afraid to ask for help, and can’t bear to speak of 
those twenty-four hours so long ago, or of Martin, so the agony 
simply grows inside, alienating me from my daughter and 
myself. 

When will the suffering end for so many families caught up 
in man’s inhumanity to man? I can only pray for hope and 
strength to deal with the pain, and a more humane future for 
Argentina. -Anonymous 

The writer of this piece. who for obvious reasons wishes to 
remain anonymous, has drawn upon her personal knowledge 
and experience. I t  was offered to Worldview through Anines- 
ty International USA. 
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strike leader was assassinated in November, 1977, by 
members of the armed forces while addressing a group 
of people outside a station in Buenos Aires. 

Large numbers of workers in the public and private 
sectors have been dismissed; others were suspended 
without pay, or their salaries, working days, or working 
hours were arbitrarily reduced. On the basis of 100 per 
cent in 1960 and higher than 100 per cent between 1961 
and t976, workers’ real wages reached an average of 
58.5 per cent during the period of April, 1976, through 
February, 1977, according to Boggs and McLellan, 
quoting Argentine labor sources who in turn claim that 
“economic conditions for workers have never been 
worse” (p. 5 ) .  To illustrate the same point from a differ- 
ent source: “According to data from the National Insti- 
tute of Statistics and Census (INDEC [Argentina]), the 
cost of living sprung ahead by 727 per cent between 
April 1976 and June 1978. During the same period 
salaries rose by only 322 per cent” (Maria Baxter 
Gondlez, “Argentine Workers Confront Struggle with 
Growing Unemployment and Inflation,” Latinamerica 
Press [Lima], August 24, 1978). 

The advertisement-“article” ends with the state- 
ment: 

These same [labor and other] leaders both inside and 
outside the country when in contact with foreigners 
express their agreement and support for the methods 
which have been adopted by the government of 
Argentina to confront the problem of terrorism. 

The term “terrorism” and its derivatives as used by 
the military in Argentina need some clarification. In 
December, 1977, President Videla explained to British 
journalists at a press conference held in Buenos Aires 
that “a terrorist is not just someone with a gun or a 
bomb, but also someone who spreads ideas that are 
contrary to Western and Christian civilization” (Times, 
January 4, 1978). In light of this interpretation it is not 
surprising to learn from International Trade Union 
News (June 15, 1978), reporting on the first half of the 
64th International Labor Conference, which took place 
in Geneva from June 7 to 28, that Argentine labor lead- 
ers did not, in fact, express their support for the methods 
adopted by a government that identifies terrorism with 
unpopular ideas. Instead they “told the plenary session 
of the conference of the scale of persecution, the killing 
and imprisonment of political opponents, the repression 
and immiseration of the workers, the constant interfer- 
ence with the unions and the plan to emasculate them 
completely with a new trade union law.” 

Constant harassment of labor leaders continues and 
frequently takes the form of arrests and police interroga- 
tion. Mention of these incidents appears in the local and 
foreign press. 

The Argentine authorities have been acutely embar- 
rassed by the undeniable existence of large numbers of 
disappeared persons: those abducted surreptitiously, 
those arrested officially but disappeared thereafter, and 
others detained and made to disappear during alleged 
transfers. Only the tireless efforts of their families and 
friends, of human rights organizations inside and out- 

side Argentina, of governments and professional organi- 
zations from other parts of the world keep alive the issue 
of more than fifteen thousand disappeared persons. 
Occasionally, reports of the most degrading treatment 
of “disappeared” detainees filter out of secret detention 
centers. One such statement of personal testimony by 
Estela Mary Cornalea Falicoff, M.D., appeared in the 
British Medical Association News Review for January, 
1978. Her husband, Albert Samuel Falicoff, M.D., 
remains disappeared up to this date. 

Amnesty International has learned from a reliable 
source of a macabre situation that may serve as a partial 
explanation of the complete disappearance of many 
missing persons. A twenty-three-year-old Argentine 
woman had been kidnapped by paramilitary forces in the 
fall of 1977 and subsequently held for three-quarters of 
a year in an unofficial detention camp. Her parents 
learned of her whereabouts from a prisoner released 
from the same concentration camp some months after 
their daughter’s disappearance and were told that she 
had been tortured and was pregnant. In early August of 
last year they were given some hope that her case would 
be officially recognized and passed over to the judiciary. 
Later that same month they were called to a police 
station where they were shown their daughter’s body, 
“half of her face blown away, shot at point blank range.” 
The driver of the ambulance who delivered her body to 
the funeral home was interviewed by two U.S. citizens. 
He informed them that “in the past few months the 
police had been handing bodies over to his company at 
the rate of five or six a day; that one day recently he had 
worked until well past midnight, delivering 60 (sixty) 
bodies. He represents but one of twenty-nine such 
companies in the Buenos Aires area.” 

This type of systematic killing of secretly held prison- 
ers may indicate that the liquidation of unofficial deten- 
tion camps has been decided on and the murder of 
inmates, under the guise of confrontation or “escape,” is 
one form of a “final solution” for the embarrassing 
problem of 10s desaparecidos, the disappeared. 

All the efforts of generously paid public relations 
firms such as Burson-Marsteller to improve the image of 
Argentina’s military government abroad will not be able 
to disguise the ongoing violations of human rights in all 
walks of life. The Argentine Government must be called 
on to account for every case of disappearance, torture, 
and political murder from the day of its coup d’6tat to 
the present. As a first step it should be requested to open 
all unofficial detention centers and prison camps to 
impartial international inspection teams from the Inter- 
national Red Cross and the Inter-American Commis- 
sion on Human Rights, which has been officially invited 
by the government to send a mission to Argentina. 
Moreover, it should honor its own constitution by grant- 
ing the Right of Option to leave the country without 
reservation to all political prisoners wishing to exercise 
their constitutional right as provided under Article 23. 
Only an honest effort to stop all human rights violations 
immediately and an accounting for those committed in 
the past can create the “new image” the Argentine 
Government desires, and that without the need for 
further advertisements. 


