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RHODESIA. The returns are in and they are 
impressive. Heartening to Ian Smith and Bishop 
Muzorewa and disspiriting to U.S. officials, whose 
expectations-and policies-led them to predict a 
low turnout. Voting to elect the first black-led 
government in Rhodesia, more than 60 per cent of 
black and white Rhodesians showed up at the polls. 
Although they cannot prove Ian Smith’s relatively 
low estimate of. the popular support enjoyed by 
Robert Mugabe and Joshua Nkomo, the leaders of 
the Patriotic Front Alliance, they lend credence to 
his estimates and undercut those who dispute him. 

The challenge to U.S. and British policies is clear. 
The question of lifting present sanctions is sharp- 
ened. Jimmy Carter may be forced to see that they 
are lifted by the U.S., or to explain why he regards 
the elections as unfair or Smith’s repeated claims 
that he is prepared for open negotiation with 
Mugabe and Nkomo as insincere. Not that it would 
be the first time Smith has been charged with insin- 
cerity. Although he has made repeated noises about 
retiring, it now looks as if he will remain a very 
important part of the minority membership of parlia- 
ment. 

There are a number of issues that still need the 
most careful and cautious evaluation. But they 
should not be allowed to obscure the biggest issue. 
In what is ‘one of the fairest elections to have taken 
place in Africa, a democratically elected black 
majority has been voted into power to work with the 
white minority. That much is irreversible. 

JIMMY CARTER. “Do you think Carter will be a 
one-term president?” “Oh,” said Eugene McCar- 
thy, “I think he’ll make it.” Cute. Very cute. But we 
have recently run across less cute statements that 
suggest that Carter’s bid for a second term would 
represent a long shot. What-we’ve been forced to 
ask ourselves-do they know that we don’t? It’s 
true that Carter’s popularity is low, very low, lower 
than that of any modern president at a comparable 
span of months in office. Nevertheless, we remain 
skeptical. And if we had any gambling instinct, we 
would bet odds on Carter. 

Consider, Jimmy Carter is the incumbent. That 
makes him a target, of course, particularly i f  there is 
no other highly visible target in evidence. And so far 
neither Jerry Brown nor John Connally constitutes 
one. Nor Byrd, nor Stevenson, nor Whatsizname. 
But the incumbent has the pulpit, and that makes a 
difference. He also has, presidential powers, and 
that makes a great deal of difference. It’s easier to 
run for the White House from the White House than 
from Plains, Georgia. In addition, Carter has enor- 
mous energy, even if it is sometimes well disguised 
by the flat, monotonous delivery he brings to his 
public appearances. Whatever one’s judgment 

about the political wisdom of his Middle East efforts, 
no one can deny that they were strenuous efforts. 
He can, when he wants, work up to the crunch. 

Although Carter will not have the appeal of a fresh 
new face in his second campaign for the presidency, 
he has exchanged it for something better. Forced to 
run as a Washington outsider in 1976, he made the 
best of it. Now, however, he will run as a president of 
experience, a man who not only knows his way 
around Washington but around the major capitals 
of the world. 

Now he does have some problems on his hands. 
His advisors swing between seeing inflation or 
possible recession as the greatest threat; energy 
production is still an unresolved issue; the Middle 
East remains volatile; the loss of listening posts in 
Iran is troubling; he has a brother named Billy; 
and-well, there are a number of others. But 
remember, Jimmy Carter is not only president, 
smart and energetic: he’s also lucky. 

SOUTH AFRICA. We have been instructed in 
recent years that only massive violence and great 
bloodshed will finally resolve the situation in South 
Africa. Some of those who have so instructed us 
have been respected church leaders. It was good, 
therefore, to read a statement prepared by ecumen- 
ical leaders from twenty-three African countries urg- 
ing Christians everywhere to participate in a non- 
violent solution to the problems of South Africa. 

Meeting at a consultation sponsored by divisions 
of the National Council of Churches, the leaders 
stated that the breach between whites and blacks is 
not beyond the possibility of reconciliation. “We 
believe that if an action were undertaken by the 
worldwide Christian community.\oward the white 
churches of South Africa, the result would be the 
opening of a new dialogue.” Part of that action, the 
African leaders suggested, would be to establish 
contacts not only with the Soyth African Council of 
Churches but with the local churches of South Afrl- 
ca. The expression of concern would also suggest 
courses of action for the churches to take. 

We share some of the skepticism an appeal to 
words and nonviolence is likely to generate. But 
then we recall Rosa Parks, Martin Luther King, Jr., 
and our skepticism is tempered. 

OH SHAH1 “Send us your tired, your poor, your 
huddled masses yearning to breathe free.” But the 
Shah of Iran-rich, and politically isolated since the 
masses have overthrown him? Should we accept 
him into this free country? President Carter has not 
yet done it. In fact he has, so far, counseled him to 
stay away. Henry Kissinger, on the other hand, 
thinks he should be invited and has criticized the 
president for not extending this country’s traditional 
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hospitality to the Shah. What to do? 
There is only one criterion by which the Shah 

could sensibly be denied haven in this country: that 
his presence would harm our national interest. Now, 
we all know what a slippery concept national inter- 
est is, but that doesn’t mean it is nonexistent. If the 
presence of the Shah were to seriously impede the 
normalization of U.S. relations with the new govern- 
ment of Iran, or endanger the lives of Americans, 
permission to reside in this country might well be 
denied him-or at least postponed until the period 
of danger passes. But it would have to be shown 
that these were real possibilities, not simply political 
chimeras as they seem to us at the moment. 

We are little impressed with Mr. Kissinger’s rea- 
son for wanting to welcome the Shah, if only 
because Mr. Kissinger has not always extended 
appropriate American hospitality to persons who 
brought with them considerably more personal hon- 
or than the Shah-Solzhenitsyn, for example, or 
even Prince Sihanouk, or refugees from Vietnam. 
Nevertheless, the Shah was the leader of a country 
with which we conducted friendly relations. He was, 
in those terms, an ally. It would seem an act of 
discretion, if not indeed of honor, to extend hospi- 
tality to him. As long as the Shah did not attempt to 
set up a government-in-exile-an unlikely supposi- 
tion-and he was willing to take his chances in our 
open, democratic society, his presence could pass 
relatively unnoticed in a short time. 

IRELAND. A friend of ours recently returned from 
a visit to Ireland. Nothing remarkable about that, of 
course, Friends are frequently returning from visits 
to Ireland. But-and this we think is remarkable- 
he didn’t return with any idea of how to resolve the 
“Irish problem,” how to stop the violence, how to 
control the IRA, how to bring the two sides closer 
together, how to make Irish hay out of the English 
elections. In fact, his lack of “how to” was almost 
un-American. 

But with his poverty of how-to-ness he also 
brought back some observations. He told us that his 
observations were at least as interesting as they 
were trivial, and some were more so. We didn’t 
know whether that comment was an lrishism or the 
result of jet lag, but we listened anyway. These are 
some of the things we heard. 

The Irish are wonderful people. Yes, yes, we said. 
We’ve often heard that, although G.B. Shaw, among 
others, had expressed other opinions. And they are 
coping very well, he went on, with the series of 
strikes that have plagued them. The ongoing post 
and mail strike, for example. This has hampered but 
not halted the flow of gossip, information, news, and 
general life. It’s harder to get in touch with friends, 
to make plans for the usual onrush of summer visi- 
tors, to keep up with the trivia of other countries. 
There is a greater reliance on personal emissaries, 
tourist agencies, and media. But people seem to be 
managing, and major events in Ireland and other 
countries are well reported. 

One of the big stories was the danger posed by 
the reactor on Three Mile Island in Harrisburg, 
Pennsylvania. “If that thing went off here, our whole 
island would go up.” What happened in Three Mile 
Island-and what is yet to happen-is destined to 
play a role in the Irish debate on nuclear power. At 
the same time debate on a nuclear reactor was go- 
ing on, the issue of energy needs was emphasized 
by the queues for gasoline. The lines were blocks 
long, but most people seemed to get enough to 
keep cars on the road and, even as here, a friend in 
the station sometimes helped. 

On a chauvinistic note, he told us that as he trav- 
eled around, those who perceived him to be Ameri- 
can-which meant almost everyone he talked to- 
volunteered that William Shannon, the present 
American ambassador, was doing a bang-up job. 
As was his wife Elizabeth. They are apparently a real 
addition, not only to the social and cultural life of 
Dublin, but to that of cities and villages in every 
county of the Republic. An amazing performance for 
the short time they have been there., Our friend, 
unfortunately but, as we said, remarkably unpoliti- 
cal, had nothing to report about the political aspect 
of the ambassador’s job. Believing as he doesthat 
politics builds on culture, he is content to say that it 
must be good. 

And the Irish remain great story tellers, he said. 
Although he returned with a small library of paper- 
backs devoted to the “Irish contribution to the short 
story,” he was referring less to the professionals 
than to the native gift that is found in all parts of 
Ireland. There is a silent Irish type who says scarcely 
a word. But those who are not silent talk, and talk 
well, about-well, almost anything. He particularly 
recalled the proprietor of Dooly’s Hotel situated in 
Birr, Offaly, the very navel of Ireland. Frank Egan 
told not only of the nearby Ross family that 
produced the intriguing genius who designed and 
had constructed what remained for decades the 
largest telescope in the world-even though the 
Irish climate does not provide the best atmosphere 
for star-gazing-but about his own, Mr. Egan’s own 
that is, contretemps with Newsweek, from which he 
emerged splendidly victorious. It seems that in the 
course of an article about the royal family, Dooly’s . 
Hotel, now centuries old, had been maligned. Mr. 
Egan would have settled for an apology, but when 
that was not forthcoming, it was off to the courts 
and- but that was a long story in itself. And all of 
this, with much detail, came with a simple order of 
one glass of lager and a pint of Guinness. 

The Irish are worried that the postal strike-which 
is keeping some people from making their usual 
vacation arrangments-will damage the tourism 
that is so important to their economy. If so, the loss 
will be not only that of the Island, but of those who 
will not be there. 

Abraham Martin Murray is the collective name of those 
who contribute to “A View of the World. ” The opinions 
expressed sometimes coincide with those of the editors. 
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